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Honor World Oral Health
Day on March 20

World Oral Health Day is
celebrated globally every year
on March 20 to highlight the
importance of keeping your
mouth healthy whether you
are young or old.

This year's theme is “Live
Mouth Smart.”

Organized by the FDI World
Dental Federation, World Oral

World Oral
Health Day
20 March

Health Day was launched

in 2013 to raise awareness
of maintaining good oral
health and its significance
in safeguarding general
health and well-being. This
is done through an interna-
tional awareness campaign
created and launched by the
FDI, adapted and promoted
locally by national dental
associations in more than 140
countries worldwide.

Henry Schein, Philips,
Unilever and the Wrigley Oral
Healthcare Program sponsor
the observation, which offers
the global dental profession
a chance to take action in a
worldwide effort to reduce
tooth decay and organize
programming and events
under a single unifying mes-
sage. In honor of World Oral
Health Day, the ADA and ADA
Foundation are collaborating
to allocate more than 9,000

See WORLD, Page 6

JUST THE FACTS

Average number of
patient visits by gender

In 2015, the difference of the average
number of patients seen per week
between male and female dentists was
10.4, less than the gap of 14 patient visits
in 2005. Appointments include those by
dental hygienists.

Average patient visits per week

2005 2015

M Male dentists W Female dentists

Source: ADA Health Policy Institute,
ADA org/hpi, hpi@ada.org, ext. 2568

House Judiciary Committee passes
Competitive Health Insurance Reform Act

BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Washington — The House Judi-
ciary Committee on Feb. 28 unani-
mously passed H.R. 372, the Com-
petitive Health Insurance Reform
Act of 2017.

The Association strongly sup-
ports H.R. 372, which was intro-
duced Jan. 10 by Rep. Paul Gosar,

EPA denies
petition to
ban adding
‘fluoridation
chemicals’ to
water supplies

BY MICHELLE MANCHIR

The health benefits of fluoride
include “having fewer cavities, less
severe cavities, less need for fillings
and removing teeth and less pain
and suffering due to tooth decay,”
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency said Feb. 17.

The statement came as part of a
detailed, 50-page response to a pe-
tition from activist groups opposed
to fluoridation, which sought a ban
on what it called the “addition of
fluoridation chemicals to water” be-
cause, among other listed reasons,
“neurotoxicity is a hazard of fluo-
ride exposure.”

The ADA released a statement
Feb. 27 applauding the petition de-
nial, calling the decision “scientifi-
cally sound.”

“It is always heartening when our
government comes down on the
side of sound science,” said ADA
President Gary L. Roberts in the
statement. “Public health policy
recommending community water
fluoridation results from years of
scientifically rigorous analysis of the
amount of fluoride people receive

See FLUORIDE, Paje 15

HPI analyzes dental
earnings of special-
ists, Page 8

INSIDE

R-Ariz., a dentist and ADA mem-
ber. The bill would authorize the

Federal Trade Commission and the

Justice Department to “enforce the
federal antitrust laws against health
insurance companies engaged in an-
ticompetitive conduct.”

“Repealing the MecCarran-Fer-
guson antitrust exemption for the
business of health insurance will
assist in Congress’s larger goal of
restoring competition to the health

care industry and reversing the
trend of rising payments and mar-
ket consolidation,” said Bob Good-
latte, R-Va., chair, House Judiciary
Committee, and Tom Marino,
R-Pa., chair, Regulatory Reform,
Commercial and Antitrust Law

See ACT, Paye 6
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Cool runnings: Dr. Raj Patel runs a marathon in Union Glacier, Antarctica, on Jan. 23 as part of the World Marathon Challenge. Dr.
Patel ran seven marathons in seven days on seven continents. See story, Page 14.

Association asks federal government to exempt
dentists from Medicare Part D requirement

BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Washington — The ADA is ask-
ing Health and Human Services
Secretary Tom Price to re-examine
the Affordable Care Act’s require-
ment that dentists and other pro-
viders who write prescriptions to
Medicare beneficiaries with Part
D coverage must be enrolled in

or opted-out of Medicare Part B
prior to Jan. 1, 2019, in order for
the prescription to be covered by
the beneficiaries’ Part D plans.

In a Feb. 27 letter to Secretary
Price, ADA President Gary Roberts
and Executive Director Kathleen
T. O’Loughlin praised HHS for its
efforts in preventing “fraud, waste

and abuse in Medicare,” but urged
the secretary to exclude dentists
from the Part D provision, noting
that the requirement “places an un-
necessary burden on dentists and
their Medicare eligible patients.”
“As taxpayers, dentists are

See MEDICARE, Page 15
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WORLDWIDE™

First patient: Robert Klaus, front, poses for a
photo during the 2017 Oklahoma Mission of Mercy
with, from left, Dr. Edmund Braly, Oklahoma Dental
Association president; Dr. Trent Yadon, Oklahoma
MOM chair; Captain Supertooth; and John Glad-
den, Delta Dental of Oklahoma president and CEO.
Mr. Klaus was the first patient during the Feb. 3
event, which donated more than $1.3 million
worth of free dental care. About 1,400 volunteers
performed 10,165 dental procedures, including
cleanings, fillings, extractions and anterior root
canals, for 1,322 patients. The event, which is in
its eighth year, is produced by the ODA, Oklahoma
Dental Foundation and Delta Dental of Oklahoma's
Oral Health Foundation.
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Mardi Gras grins

LSU, Wyoming among
GKAS Institute events

BY KELLY SODERLUND

New Orleans — “Do y’all have king cake?”

Given the sparkly green, purple and yellow
Mardi Gras decorations adorning the halls
and clinic at the Louisiana State University
School of Dentistry, the little girl’s question
was a fair one. She was the first in line Feb.
10 at the dental school’s Give Kids A Smile
event, where about 100 third-graders from
McDonogh City Park Academy received oral
health education, screenings and dental seal-
ants with a parent’s permission.

The dental clinic was a flurry of activity
as children moved from station to station
while they waited to see the dental stu-
dents, supervised by dental school faculty.
Some children were outside playing foot-
ball while others were entertained by a ma-
gician. Some crowded in front of a photo
booth while others learned how to floss
and brush properly with the help of stuffed
animals.

Amid the chaos was a tall woman wearing a
pufty, sequined purple, green and yellow bow.
Hannah Boudreaux bounded from room to
room, giving directions to the volunteers and
speaking into a walkie-talkie from time to
time to communicate with those not directly
in front of her.

While LSU has had faculty-driven Give
Kids A Smile events in the past, this year’s
event, which was the largest the school has
ever hosted, was coordinated by Ms. Bou-
dreaux, a third-year dental student and grad-
uate of the ADA Foundation’s Give Kids A
Smile Community Leadership Development
Institute. In October 2016, Ms. Boudreaux
was one of 12 GKAS Ambassadors who at-
tended the St. Louis program to learn how
to initiate, expand or enhance a Give Kids A
Smile program.

“Hannah Boudreaux has been willing to
take the lead and get the student body and
the faculty to step up and has had the most
significant success this program has seen since
its inception at LSU,” said Dr. Henry Gremil-
lion, dean of the dental school.

In fact, 25 more children were treated at
this year’s event than last year’s, making it an
“extremely successful” event, according to
Ms. Boudreaux.

“My expectations were surpassed with our
volunteer base,” she said. “We had such great
dental students and dental hygiene students
as well as pre-dental students from the Uni-
versity of New Orleans and LSU. One thing
I learned at the GKAS Institute was to try to
take care of the volunteers so they return for
future events. I made a big effort this year by
giving them T-shirts to wear at the event and
food for two days while they were training for
the clinic. We can also attribute our success to
the support of our dean, Dr. Gremillion, and
the pediatric dentistry department.”

Ms. Boudreaux chaired meetings with her
peers and dental school faculty leading up
to the event; reached out to the local media
for publicity; crafted a budget; and even con-
vinced ADA President Gary Roberts, who
hails from Shreveport, to attend.

“I have never been so proud to be from
Louisiana,” Dr. Roberts told the dental stu-
dents during a town hall meeting following
the morning event.

The elementary school students were sent

GKAS Ambassador: Third-year dental student
Hannah Boudreaux speaks to the dental and dental
hygiene students who volunteered at the Give Kids
A Smile event she coordinated after attending the
GKAS Institute last fall.

Supervised learning: Fourth-year dental student
Leon Flettrich examines 10-year-old Nakiya Cole-
man at the Louisiana State University School of Den-
tistry Give Kids A Smile event as third-year dental
student Dimetry Cossich, right, documents.

home with a green, yellow or red card, de-
pending on the outcome of their visit, Ms.
Boudreaux said. A green card meant they
were good to go; a yellow card signaled the
dental students found a cavity or believed the
child needed a dental cleaning; and a red card
indicated the parents may want to take them
to an urgent care clinic Ms. Boudreaux had
set up for the following morning to receive
students who may be in pain or who need im-
mediate attention.

Coordinating the event was a learning ex-
perience for Ms. Boudreaux but the morning
was also a teaching opportunity for the rest of
her peers, many of whom aspired to be pedi-
atric dentists.

“This is a great opportunity for them to in-
teract with children before they graduate and
become dentists,” said Dr. Priyanshi Ritwik, a
pediatric dentist and faculty member. “Some
students may be more scared of the children

Thumbs up and big smiles: Dental students Austin 0’Quinn, left, and Daniel Sharbono and dental hygiene
students Rebecca Espey, middle, and Olivia Gallego, pose with 9-year-old Alex Hernandez after his exam Feb. 10.

P

Mardi Gras theme: ADA President Gary L. Roberts, who hails from Shreveport, La., stops by the photo
booth at the LSU GKAS event Feb. 10. He poses with dental hygiene students, clockwise from bottom left,
Alexis Bailey, Kristen Gekler, Sarah Bourgeois and Jenna Brignac.

than they are of them.”

It was also a lesson in serving a different
sector of the population, given that many of
the children who attend GKAS events come
from low-income families.

“The event just reinforces the need to give
back,” said Dr. Janice Townsend, chair of the
department of pediatric dentistry at the dental
school. “Give Kids A Smile is a yearly remind-
er about how important it is to give back to
all children, no matter their economic status.”

“Instilling in our students the idea of giving
back to those in need cannot be overstated,”
Dr. Gremillion said.

Wyoming GKAS

Nearly 1,600 miles northwest, volunteer
dentists and dental team members also gave
back to children in need of oral health care.
Keshia Brinkerhoff, Ms. Boudreaux’s class-
mate at the GKAS Institute, coordinated
an event with 70 volunteers serving 115
children. The event provided oral hygiene
instruction, nutritional counseling, prophy-
laxis, fluoride sealants, radiographs, exams,
resin and amalgam restorations and extrac-
tions when necessary, said Ms. Brinkerhoft,

program coordinator, who works at Commu-
nity Health Centers of Central Wyoming.

The GKAS program is especially important
to Wyoming residents this year, Ms. Brinker-
hoff said, because the Wyoming Department
of Health eliminated its public oral health
program as a result of state budget reduc-
tions, which means fewer low-income fami-
lies with children will receive dental care.
The opportunity to help children receive
oral health care was the main reason Dr. T.
Shaun Sutherland volunteered his time on a
Saturday.

“I have been in practice for over 30
years, and I feel T should to give back to
the community who has supported me all
these years,” Dr. Sutherland said. “I be-
lieve every child should be provided the
same opportunity of success. A healthy
mouth is a part of this recipe for success. I
get the satisfaction of knowing that I may
have contributed — however infinitesimal
— to the well-being of a child who may not
have been able to receive dental treatment
without GKAS.”

For more information on Give Kids A
Smile, visit ADAFoundation.org/gkas. m

—soderlundk@adn.ory



Peyton Manning to speak at ADA 2017

BY DAVID BURGER

The ADA Distinguished Speaker Series will
feature legendary quarterback Peyton Man-
ning at ADA 2017 — America’s Dental Meet-
ing in Atlanta.

“Peyton Manning is one of the greatest
athletes of our time,” said Dr. Gary L. Rob-
erts, ADA president, announcing Mr. Man-
ning as speaker. “But not only is he a great
athlete — he is also an amazing man whose
life off the field defines sportsmanship and
good character, from his support to the Pey-
ton Manning Children’s Hospital at St. Vin-
cent in Indianapolis to his membership in the
American Red Cross National Celebrity Cabi-
net. To hear him tell his story of perseverance,
grit and success is a can’t-miss opportunity for
those who attend ADA 2017.”

ADA asks Congress to
keep nondefense
discretionary programs

BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Washington — The Association and
more than 660 organizations are urging
Congress to avoid making cuts to non-
defense discretionary programs.

Nondefense discretionary — or NDD
— programs include infrastructure and
housing, veterans’ services, education
and job training, national parks, medi-
cal and scientific research, public health,
safety and security. In the letter, the co-
alition stressed the need for legislators
to avoid “making further reductions in
these programs and work to replace the
scheduled sequestration cuts through a
package that is balanced — both in how
such relief is paid for and how it is ap-
plied to defense and NDD programs.”

In a Feb. 22 letter to the Senate and
House appropriation committees, the
coalition asked Congress to consider the
following:

¢ “NDD programs support our econ-
omy, drive our global competitiveness,
and help Americans lead healthy, pro-
ductive lives.” In fiscal year 2018, law-
makers should “continue to adhere to
this ‘parity principle’ in fiscal policies, in-
cluding a sequestration relief package.”

¢ NDD programs have already been
cut too much. “As a result of sequestration
and other austerity measures enacted be-
ginning in 2011, the cap on NDD funding
in fiscal year 2017 is 13.4 percent below
2010 levels, adjusted for inflation. With-
out action to stop sequestration in 2018,
NDD programs are projected to decline
to 3.1 percent of the GDP — equal to the
lowest level in more than 50 years.”

¢ NDD cuts have consequences. “Def-
icit reduction measures enacted since
2010 have come overwhelmingly from
spending cuts, with the ratio of spend-
ing cuts to revenue increases far beyond
those recommended by bipartisan groups
of experts. And there is bipartisan agree-
ment that sequestration is bad policy and
ultimately hurts our nation. Congress
and the president must work together to
protect NDD programs from further cuts
and end sequestration.”

Other dental organizations that signed
onto the letter include the American Den-
tal Education Association, American As-
sociation for Dental Research, Friends of
National Institute of Dental and Craniofa-
cial Research and Oral Health America. m

—garvinj@adn.ory

Mr. Manning will speak on Friday, Oct. 20
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Attendees who partici-
pate in the Hall Happy Hour on Oct. 20 from
4-5 p.m. in the Exhibit Hall will receive access
into the Distinguished Speaker Series before
doors open to the general audience.

Mr. Manning and his wife, Ashley, established
the PeyBack Foundation in 1999 to promote
the future success of disadvantaged youth by
assisting programs that provide leadership and
growth opportunities for children at risk.

The PeyBack Foundation has provided
more than $12 million of impact to at-risk
youth through its grants and programs since
its inception.

The ADA Distin-
guished Speaker Series
annually presents re-
nowned  personalities
with notable careers and
accomplishments. The
Distinguished ~ Speaker
Series is presented by
ACT Oral Care.

Preceding the Distin- »
guished Speaker Series Mr. Manning
is the Opening General
Session on Thursday, Oct. 19, from 7:15-9
a.m. Members from across the country will
step on stage to share their personal stories of
how they became a dentist and how their pro-
fession has allowed them to make an impact

ADA News March 6,2017 5

on their practice, families and community.

The ADA Humanitarian and Distinguished
Service Award recipients will be honored at the
Opening General Session. Dr. Usa Bunnag, the
2017 Humanitarian Award Winner, is president
and founder of Smiles on Wings, a charitable or-
ganization that has provided dental care, schol-
arships and mentoring in Thailand since 2003.
The Distinguished Service Award recipient will
be announced later this year.

The Opening General Session is presented
by ACT Oral Care.

Registration for ADA 2017 opens May 10
at ADA.org/meeting. Those interested in the
meeting can sign up to receive email notifica-
tions from the ADA at ADA.org/meeting/
attendee-information. m
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Continued from Page 1

Subcommittee, in a statement.

On Feb. 16, the Association submitted
written testimony to a House subcommittee
hearing on Regulatory Reform, Commer-
cial and Antitrust Law, asking for support of
the bill. That was followed by the Organized
Dentistry Coalition’s Feb. 27 letter to House
Judiciary Chair Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., and
ranking member John Conyers, D-Mich., the
Organized Dentistry Coalition urging the
committee to cosponsor the legislation.

“The current debate regarding health

care reform requires serious consideration of
any and all means to introduce competition
and make health insurance affordable for all
Americans,” wrote the Association in its tes-
timony. “An important step toward achieving
these objectives is eliminating the outdated
federal antitrust exemption that grants health
insurers special status, and permits them to ig-
nore the competitive rules that apply to every
other U.S. business.”

“The bill is narrowly drawn to apply only
to the business of health insurance, includ-
ing dental insurance, and would not affect
the business of life insurance, property or ca-
sualty insurance, and many similar insurance
areas,” the coalition wrote. “Passage of H.R.
372 would help interject more competition

into the insurance marketplace by authoriz-
ing greater federal antitrust enforcement in
instances where state regulators fail to act.
When competition is not robust, consumers
are more likely to face higher prices and less
likely to benefit from innovation and variety
in the marketplace.”

During his testimony Rep. Gosar said,
“Imagine what could exist when we put the
patient first and demand that health insurance
companies compete for their business. This
market should be patient-centric, provide a
variety of affordable, quality options and em-
power patient involvement and accountabil-
ity.”

To keep track of all the Association’s insur-
ance reform activities, visit ADA.org/McF. m
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Coalition supports
eliminating FSA rule

BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Washington — The Association and mem-
bers of the Organized Dentistry Coalition are
asking Congress to support legislation calling
for the repeal of the “use-it-or-lose-it” rule
for flexible spending accounts, allowing con-
sumers to build balances over several years.

The Responsible Additions and Increases
to Sustain Employee Health Benefits Act of
2017 would also allow families to build bal-
ances over several years and would “signifi-
cantly expand” the current FSA annual con-
tribution cap from $2,600 to $5,000 and let
families with more than two dependents save
an additional $500 a year for each additional
dependent.

“As you know, flexible spending accounts
allow consumers to set aside pretax dollars
to pay for health care services and items that
are not covered by insurance — such as vi-
sion and dental services, doctor copayments,
prescription drugs, and medical supplies,” the
dental organizations wrote in letters to the
Senate Committee on Finance and House
Committee on Ways and Means. “ESAs allow
families to efficiently save money for medical
care, encourage active engagement in health
care decision-making, and incentivize in-
formed consumers of health care services.”

Restricting families from carrying over bal-
ances in these savings accounts makes it “im-
possible for some families to save up for long-
term medical needs,” the coalition noted, and
the $2,600 cap restricts families from saving
funds for more expensive medical costs and
“unfairly restricts larger families’ savings per
person as compared to smaller families.” m

World

Continued from Page 1

Arm & Hammer Tooth Tunes Children’s
Toothbrushes in March to U.S.-based orga-
nizations working to improve oral health in
underserved communities outside the U.S.
This would not be possible without the gener-
ous donation of toothbrushes from Church &
Dwight.

Those interested in honoring World Oral
Health Day are encouraged to organize efforts
on March 20 or within the month of March.
Be sure to tag the American Dental Association
or use the hashtag #WOHD17 in Twitter or
Facebook posts. Downloadable materials are
available at worldoralhealthday.com. m



With your help, Colgate has already donated
over $345,000 to help grant wishes.
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Colgate will donate 5% of the sales price of
EVERY children’s toothbrush sold to dental
offices in the US to Make-A-Wish®.

The more you buy, the more we give...
only you decide.

5+ years
Trolls™

Mary, 6

brain tumor

I wish to have a playhouse

To make an immediate difference,
call 1-800-2COLGATE (1-800-226-5428) to place
your order with a customer service specialist.

www.colgateprofessional.com/wish

Photo credit: Jeff Shewmon
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Helping children smile...
one wish at a time.




8 ADA News March 6, 2017

Oral surgeons are ‘consistently’ highest earning specialists

BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Oral surgeons are consistently the highest
earning dental specialists while periodontists
are the lowest earning dental specialists, ac-
cording to the ADA Health Policy Institute.

In a research brief posted Feb. 16, the insti-
tute analyzed the market trends of five dental
specialists: oral surgeons, endodontists, ortho-
dontists, periodontists and pediatric dentists.
Other specialties were not included in the
study due to lack of adequate data, HPI said.

In its analysis, HPI looked at the average

annual net income by specialty and found that
oral surgeons were the highest earning spe-
cialists from 2000-15 followed by endodon-
tists. It also found that from 2000-15, oral
surgeons’ earnings were highest in 2008 at
$568,968 and lowest in 2010 at $399,171.
By contrast, the other specialties had their
highest carnings in the “years before the
Great Recession” and their lowest earnings
from 2011-15.

The brief also found:

e The average net income and busyness

levels for dental specialists appear to have sta-
bilized from 2010-13 and the 2014 and 2015
levels “further indicate incomes are rebound-
ing from their Great Recession lows.”

e Orthodontists have the lowest self-re-
ported busyness levels while oral surgeons
have the highest self-reported busyness levels.

e A greater percentage of pediatric dentists
work in dental service organizations while
a lower percentage of periodontists work in
DSO affiliated practices.

Read the full briet at ADA.org/HPI. m

Average inflation-adjusted net income for select dental specialties, 2000-15
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Source: ADA Health Policy Institute, “Survey of Dental Practice” data for 2000-15. Notes: Weighted to compensate
for oversampling and nonresponsive bias. Incomes are adjusted using the Consumer Price Index for all items

to represent 2015 dollars.

FDA: Some
skin antiseptic
product labels
to get allergy
warnings

Rare but serious allergic reactions
have resulted from the use of skin an-
tiseptic products containing chlorhex-
idine gluconate, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration said in a safety
announcement Feb. 2.

The FDA said it is asking manufac-
turers of over-the-counter skin anti-
septic products containing chlorhexi-
dine gluconate to add a warning
about this risk to the Drug Facts labels
because, although rare, the number of
reports of serious allergic reactions to
these products has increased over the
last several years.

Chlorhexidine gluconate is avail-
able in over-the-counter products to
clean and prepare skin before surgery
and before injections in order to help
reduce bacteria that can potentially
cause skin infections, according to the
FDA.

Chlorhexidine gluconate is also
available as a prescription mouthwash
to treat gingivitis and as a prescription
oral chip to treat periodontal disease.
Allergy warnings already appear in the
labels for these products.

For more information on this and
other safety alerts related to dentistry,
visit ADA.org/safetyalerts. m

JAMA Pediatrics study raises questions about preventive dental care

BY MICHELLE MANCHIR

The conclusions of a Feb. 27 online
article in JAMA DPediatrics on early pre-
ventive dental care for children may have
raised more questions than the research-
ers answered, some dental experts say.

Researchers reported no evidence of a
benefit of early preventive dental care for
children under 2 enrolled in Medicaid in
Alabama.

The investigation concluded that it
was “surprising” that preventive dental
care from dentists appears to increase
caries-related treatment.

The article’s authors, Justin Black-
burn, Ph.D.; Michael A. Morrisey;
Ph.D.; and Bisakha Sen, Ph.D., pointed
out the study’s limitations, including the
lack of information on community water
fluoridation and on oral health behaviors
such as tooth brushing and the indirect
benefits of preventive dental care, such as
improved quality of life.

The ADA and the American Academy
of Pediatric Dentistry reaffirmed “their
strong support for early dental visits to
prevent childhood tooth decay” in a
statement released March 1.

“As the authors state, this study design
did not allow for evaluation of factors
such as a genetic predisposition, previous
disease and environmental considerations
such as diet, frequency of brushing and
flossing, the use of fluoride toothpaste

and drinking fluoridated water, all of which
are crucial in reducing the risk of cavities,”
said Dr. Mia L. Geisinger, associate professor,
department of periodontology, University
of Alabama at Birmingham and member of
the ADA Council on Scientific Affairs, in the
statement.

“Furthermore, there is no evaluation to
determine if untreated cavities are present
in those individuals who did not seek den-
tal care for restorative treatment, so the data
are incomplete,” she said. “Because of this
study’s limitations, we cannot make any de-
finitive conclusions from the data provided
and further research is necessary. This study
highlights the need to invest in oral health re-
search to address the epidemic levels of tooth
decay in some populations of children.”

Added Dr. Paul Casamassimo, director of
the American Academy of Pediatric Dentist-
ry’s pediatric oral health research and policy
center, in the statement, “Studies of this na-
ture are important in advancing our knowl-
edge about early childhood cavities and their
prevention and treatment, but these findings
are not definitive, and further study is critical,
in view of other findings supportive of early
care and the epidemic nature of early child-
hood cavities.”

The research article’s authors used data
from 2008 to 2012 to compare Alabama chil-
dren under 2 years old who received early pre-
ventive dental care from a dentist or primary
care provider with similar children who did

not receive early preventive dental care.

They found that dentist-delivered pre-
ventive dental care was associated with an
increase in the expected number of caries-
related treatments, a higher rate of visits and
higher annual dental expenditures.

In an editorial accompanying the research
article, Drs. Peter Milgrom and Joana Cunha-
Cruz wrote that while the investigation was
“well executed” that “the most reasonable
conclusion is that children with early tooth
decay are identified early and subsequently are
more likely to be referred for treatment at an
carlier stage.”

“Children who ended up at the dentist at
those early ages who got some preventive
treatments probably needed the care,” Dr.
Milgrom told the ADA News. “You can’t
conclude that these early visits to the dentist
either do or don’t prevent disease from these
data.”

Dr. Milgrom, director of the Seattle-based
Northwest Center to Reduce Oral Health
Disparities and a professor of dental public
health sciences at the University of Washing-
ton, and Dr. Cunha-Cruz, a research associ-
ate professor at the University of Washington
School of Dentistry, noted in their editorial
about the study some important unstudied
variables, especially the provision and effec-
tiveness of anticipatory guidance regarding
the use of fluoridated toothpaste and the re-
striction of sugary food and drinks.

The ADA Science Institute posted a Sci-

ence in the News article in response to
the research that notes while researchers
used propensity score matching in ana-
lyzing the data, “this does not eliminate
the chance that the children taken to see
a dentist did not differ in some impor-
tant way from the other children studied.
One possibility is that they may have had
more overt caries disease to begin with.
This would partially explain their subse-
quently greater caries-related visits and
expenses.”

The Science in the News analysis also
said the article “strengthens the need for
clinical trials to generate the data needed
to determine best practices.”

The American Dental Association,
American Academy of Pediatric Dentist-
ry and American Academy of Pediatrics
recommend children see a dentist at least
once before they are a year old. The ADA
policy is stated in Resolution 90H-2014.

To read the JAMA Pediatrics study
and its accompanying editorial, visit
jamanetwork.com /journals/jamapediatrics
and search for the study title, “Outcomes
Associated With Early Preventive Dental
Care Among Medicaid-Enrolled Chil-
dren in Alabama.”

To read the ADA and American Acade-
my of Pediatric Dentistry’s full statement,
visit ADA.org and look under the Press/
Media tab. m

—manchirm@adn.ory
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Florida Dental Association Foundation
studies link between MOM and ER use

BY DAVID BURGER

In 2014, more than 163,000 Floridians
visited the hospital emergency rooms for a
dental issue, resulting in charges of more than
$234 million, according to the U.S. Health
and Human Services Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality.

The question was clear to Dr. Andy Brown,
secretary of the Florida Dental Association:
“How can we get people out of the ERs?”

The answer is difficult. But the Florida
Dental Association Foundation, supported
by Henry Schein, has embarked on what its
study’s authors call a first-of-its-kind effort to
investigate the impact a dental outreach pro-
gram such as the Florida Mission of Mercy
has on the community’s emergency depart-
ment use.

“Without data, we lack a complete un-
derstanding of the patients who visit our
Florida Mission of Mercy events, their ac-
cess to dental care outside of this event,
their use of hospital emergency depart-
ments for dental problems and the effect
of the Florida Mission of Mercy on emer-
gency department utilization,” said Dr.
Jolene Paramore, first vice president of
the Florida Dental Association and princi-
pal investigator of the Florida Mission of
Mercy impact study.

The details of the study were unveiled dur-
ing the Chicago Dental Society’s Midwin-
ter Dental Meeting Feb. 23 at McCormick
Place, with a panel that included Drs. Brown
and Paramore and Steve Kess, vice president,
global professional relations for Henry Schein
and founding president of Henry Schein’s
corporate social responsibility program Henry
Schein Cares Foundation.

The study is underwritten by a research
grant from Henry Schein Cares, with ad-
ditional resources from the Shils Fund,
Colgate, Riverside Hospital Foundation,
Baptist Health Foundation and the FDA
Foundation.

The two-year study began in September
2015 and focuses on the two-day Florida
MOM dental clinic held in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, in April 2016. The study aims to gather
data about MOM attendees and to measure
the effect of the charitable clinic on the sub-
sequent use of local hospital emergency de-
partments for dental care problems and cor-
responding charges.

As part of this study, more than 1,600 of
the 2,800 patients who attended the Florida
MOM event were surveyed about their oral
health and dental care access. It was found
that 27 percent of MOM patients had been
to a hospital emergency department for their
dental problems.

“The preliminary results of this study pro-
vide critical data that can help community
health stakeholders across the country devel-
op their own events for the maximum benefit
not only of local stakeholders, but the medi-
cal community as well,” Mr. Kess said. “The
results of this study reinforce the benefits that
can emerge when the oral health and medi-
cal communities are working with a shared
vision.”

The results of the study, with input from
the five Jacksonville-area hospitals, will be
available by early next year.

In the meantime, Dr. Brown said the
FDA Foundation has sent guidelines, study
protocols and questionnaires to MOM co-
ordinators in 28 other states in hopes of
encouraging them to conduct their own
impact studies. Six of those coordinators
will travel to Pensacola in April for the next
Florida MOM to learn how the study was

developed and how to potentially conduct
their own studies. m

Collaboration: Steve Kess, vice president, global
professional relations for Henry Schein, gestures at the
podium during a panel discussion about a Florida Dental
Association Foundation study at the Chicago Dental So-
ciety’s Midwinter Dental Meeting Feb. 23 at McCormick
Place. From left are the other panel members, Dr. Jolene
Paramore, first vice president of the Florida Dental As-
sociation, and Dr. Andy Brown, secretary of the Florida
Dental Association.

Up to $1,000 aday?
I’ll take it.

The ADA Hospital Indemnity Insurance Plan is a supplemental medical plan that pays
up to $1,000 directly to you for each qualifying day of hospitalization or pregnancy related
procedures, outpatient treatments and ER visits.

You can also apply for the Extended Care Rider, which provides benefits for up to
200 days to help cover skilled nursing, nursing home or home healthcare after hospitalization.

To learn more, watch a short video at insurance.ada.org/insights, contact us or visit our website:

@ 888.205.8001 @ planspecialist@greatwest.com insurance.ada.org

ADA American Dental Association® GREAT-WEST

FINANCIAL"

Eligible ADA members under age 65 can apply for this insurance plan.

This material is an outline only and not a contract. Benefits are provided through group policies filed in the State of lllinois (No. 1117GH-HIP) in accordance with and
governed by lllinois law and issued to the American Dental Association; underwritten by Great-West Financial®. The ADA is entitled to receive royalties from the ADA
Members Insurance Plans. Coverage is available to all eligible ADA members residing in any U.S. state or territory. Hospital Indemnity Insurance Plan and the Extended
Care Rider premiums increase annually based on age. Each Plan participant will receive a Certificate of Insurance explaining the terms and conditions of the policy.
Great-West Financial® refers to products and services provided by Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company (GWL&A), its subsidiaries and affiliates.

ADA" is a registered trademark of the American Dental Association.




—SO0LID ZIRCONIA—

More Beauty

Maximum strength: 720 MPa

@ Individual anterior and posterior crowns
@ Anterior veneers, inlays and onlays

@ 3-unit anterior bridges

BruxZir:
FULL-STRENGTH

—SO0LID ZIRCONIA—

More Brawn
Maximum strength: 1,465 MPa

@ Crowns and bridges anywhere in the arch

@ Screw-retained and cemented implant
crowns and bridges

@ Full-arch implant supported prostheses



clinically unvalidated zirconia? ;...

: BruxZir:
LABORATORY

Make sure your lab is still on the list
and see these clinical validation results

6-Year Independent Clinical Study Results

Translucent Zirconias: Tooth Reduction and Chairside Adjustment Issues (continued from page 1)
1. What we have learned about zirconia over the past 11 years (continved)

B. Full-strength BruxZir zirconia formulation in molar crowns at 6 years of clinical service

1. Fracture at 6 years of full-strength BruxZir zirconia = 0%. The BruxZir cases received minimal tooth preparation (<1.0mm occlusal

reduction with a slight chamfer margin), RMGI cementation, and subjects with bruxing/clenching habits,

2. Full-strength BruxZir zirconia molar crowns at 6 years show:
* Most durable of 118 white materials in clinical trials performed * Zero debonds at 6 years with simple wash/dry after try-in and
by this lab in the past 40 years RMGI cementation (RelyX Luting Plus; 3M)
* Transformartion roughening that stops cracks as demonstrated * Esthetics adequare, but nor excellent

by scanning electron microscopy * Excellent biocompatibility

* Tolerates minimal tooth preparation * Receives some wear from all types of dental marerials and from

* Tolerates bruxing/clenching enamel; receives more wear than it delivers on opposing

* No negative influence on occlusion over 6 years dentition (per measurement and monitoring of wear facets over 3
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* Low biofilm retention 2014.)

3. Indications for full-strength BruxZir zirconia:
* Posterior tooth restoration * Those engaged in accident prone activities, ie: athletes
* When minimal tooth preparation is desired * When maximum longevity is preferred over optimal esthetics

* Bruxing/clenching patients * Multi-unit all-ceramic restorations

This official reprint may not be duplicated. This reprint is prepared by CR for the purpose of providing dental clinicians with objective information about dental products.
©£2016 CR Foundation*

Gordon J. Christensen

0 7. Provo UT 84604

Reduction

See the full 6-Year Independent Clinical
Study results by visiting bruxzir.com

An independent, nonprofit, dental education and
product testing foundation, Gordon J. Christensen
Clinicians Report®, July 2016.

<" Over .,

* 72 wition Go online to see the list of 318 Authorized

Restorations . . ) i
: _Placed BruxZir® Laboratories in the U.S. at bruxzir.com
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Office
Shopper

For advertising information, call:
877.394.1388 or email us at:
adanews @russelljohns.com

Opportunities Available - International

SAUDI ARABIA & DUBAI (UAE) —
Dentists (All Specialties). We have new
positions open in our state-of-the-art
dental %actlces in Saudi Arabia &
Dubai- UAE. Excellent benefits package
including tax free salary, free housing or
housing allowance, utilities, air tickets,
paid vacations, bonuses, educational pald
leaves, medical insurance, etc. will be
provided to the right candidate. Please
apply with your CV and credentials.
Send email: kashif12000@hotmail.

com or ajajirecruitment@gmail.com.

4 Canyonlands(’. Y
)

Healt heare

Full-Time Dental Assistant; Primarily
responsible for assisting the Dentist(s), Dental
Hygienist(s) in the direct supervision of primary
care dental services to patients of Canyonlands
Healthcare Dental sites. High School Diploma or
equivalency, graduate of Dental Assisting School
preferred. For more information, please contact
HR at (928) 645-9675 ext. 5505. Applications
are required and are available at the Page
Administration site at 827 Vista Ave. or on line
at www.canyonlandschc.org/. Resumes may
be attached to the application, but will not be
accepted in lieu of a completed application. EOE.
Successful completion of a background check
and drug screen is a prerequisite to employment.

Applications are accepted until position is filled.

N

Healt heare

Canyonlands r
)

Full-Time Dental Receptionist
lpon51ble for performing clerical dutiesona
weekly, and monthly basis in accordance
Wi |th Lanyonlands dental standards, while under
the supervision of the Dental Director, Attending
Site Dentist, and Dental Resource Coordinator.

High school Diploma or equivalency,
Dental experience required.

For more information, please contact HR at
(928) 645-9675 ext. 5505. Applications
are required and are available at the Page
Administration site at 827 Vista Ave. or on line
at www.canyonlandschc.org/. Resumes may be
attached to the application, but will not be
accepted in lieu of a completed application.
EOE. Successful completion of a background check
and drug screen is a prerequisite to employment.

‘Applications are accepted until position is filled. '

ALASKA - Associate. Fairbanks.
Established state-of-the-art Endodontic
office seeks full-time associate leading

to ownership. Requirements: Alaska
State Dental License/graduation from

an accredited Endodontic residency.
Contact: (907) 460-2052 or email:
associatesinendo@alaska.net.practice.
Competitive Salary with Benefits. Plus
potential bonuses. For additional
inquiries, please contact Dr. Pawel
Bielecki at: (720) 435-1550 or email at:
pawel.bielecki@me.com.

COLORADO — Associate. Associate

wanted with partnership potential for a

comprehensive, technologically equipped

and family-oriented practice in Fort

Collins, Colorado. Fantastic opportunity for

SI ofessional growth and success. Dawson
entist preferred, or be willing to be trained.

All senous inquiries please send CV/

resume to: drlindsey@aspen-dentist.com.

NEW MEXICO — Albuquerque. Associate
with buy-in. Currently so! 10, long-established,
fee for service, busy general practlce Five
operatories, excellent location. Email initial
inquiry to: gpdentistnm@aol.com.

NEW YORK — General Dentist - Upstate,
in the Capital District, for modern,

hi-tech practice utilizing Sirona guided
Implants, Cerec and Biolase (drill-

less dentistry). Inquiries to: Info@
scotiaglenvilledentalcenter.com or call
(518) 377-4431.

Professional Services

REDUCE YOUR CREDIT CARD
PROCESSING FEES

FREE Placement, Credit Card Terminal
Wireless/ Land Line / High Speed/ Dial-Up
Easy Setup - Quick Approval
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© Request Free Shipping Box
© Send Items You Want to Sell
© Approve Offer & Get Paid CASH

60 HR.S OF DIDACTIC, ADMINISTRATION OF
IV SEDATION TO 20 DENTAL PATIENTS.
100 HR.S OF CE.

Didactic & Clinical Sedation Training

Upcoming Events:  Register Today!
San Diego California - Jan/Feb 2017
Colorado Springs Colorado - March 2017
Seattle Washington - April 2017

More Coming Soon...

Sedation Permit Renewals Or

C.E_R.PQ Continuing Education
Recognition Program

ADA CERP 15 A SERVICE OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION TO ASSIST
NALS IN IDENTIFYING QUALITY PROVIDERS OF CONTINUING
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Professional Services

INTRAORAL X-RAY SENSOR
REPAIR. We repair Kodak /
Carestream 5100 /6100, Gendex &
Dexis dental X-Ray sensors. Repair
and save thousands. We buy, sell and
refurbish. www.RepairSensor.com,
(919) 924-8559.

NATIONWIDE DENTAL
PRACTICE APPRAISALS

— DENTAPPRAISE™ since

1992. “Ballpark” and “Premier”
editions. Created for buyers, sellers,
planning, mediation, partnership.
For details and brochure. Poleari
Associates, Ltd. (800) 5644-1297,
info@polcariassociates.com.

FOR SALE — Assorted antique
instruments: 1800’s hand operated
dental drill, 10 assorted metal
instruments, 4 ivory handled curette
elevators and 7 black handled
T-shaped instruments. Contact:
jocanmax@aol.com.

Continuing Education

FREE RECORDED MESSAGE
reveals The Secret to Endless
Referrals. Call 24-hours toll-free
(888) 556-1490 Ext. 9006 to listen
and receive your free report and
free CEUs.

SELLING
YOUR
DENTAL

. PRODUCTS?
7 SELL THEM

ADVERTISE IN
ADA NEWS!

877.394.1388




Practices/

Offices
Avqilc&le

ALABAMA — Dental office for sale

in Fairhope, $270,000. 4 operatories,
paperless, Gendex sensors and cameras
in each operatory. New V atech Cone
Beam. Beautiful self-standing 1,700
sq. ft. building available for sale on one
acre, $270,000. Call evenings: (850)
712-4980.

CALIFORNIA — Napa/Sonoma Wine
Country General Adult Practice. Gross
$560,000-$600,000. Net $210,000-
$247,000. We work 155-175 days per
year. State-of-the-art facility, including
Cerec and 3-D Conebeam. This would
be an ideal opportunity for a semi-
retirement practice, or a foundation for
expansion. Call Steve at: (650) 347-
5346 or (650) 302-7467.

FLORIDA—Established, profitable
general practice on Merritt Island.
Doctor is retiring but is available for a
smooth transition. Gross is $800,000.
32hr/wk. Practice currently refers out
most specialty production. Email:
marycon4t@gmail.com.

FLORIDA — New Port Richey. Six
room, corner office. Set ups for x-ray
unit, three sinks, across from hospital.
$695 per month, 1,025 sq. ft. Call: (570)
824-8786 or (570) 262-0163.

GEORGIA—Need General dentist.
Associate/buy-out potential (owner
retiring soon). All phases of general
dentistry. All digital. Excellent recall.

2 full-time hygienists. $350,000 gross
on a 4 day week. Owner financing/low
startup costs. Lots of C/B located in SW
Georgia. Contact: jpjohnson423@
gmail.com, (229) 220-4240.

HAWAII—Great price. Hawaii’s Best
practice For Sale in Kona, Hawaii.
High tech Modern 7 operatories, 2
DENTIST 1.2 Hygienists 1.5 million
grow average over last 5 years.

Web Page konadentist.com.
Email gary.ault@hawaiiantel.net
phone 808-276-3083.

HAWAII — Kailua-Kona (Big Island)
For rent: former dental/periodontal
office with 7 operatories, X-ray room,
lab, break room, 2 reception areas.
All infrastructure in place. 2,800 sf.
Affordably priced starting at $1.25/sf/
month. Can be spilt in half. Contact
Garolyn: (808) 937-7778

KENTUCKY — Louisville east end
dental office for sale. Leased well
established office in medical office
building. Located on first floor across
the street from Baptist Hospital on
Kresge Way. Four operatories with
2,000 patients. Collections average
$300,000 per year. Dentist retiring.
Price $225,000. Call (502) 896- 4976
or (502) 592-2754.

MAINE—Unique opportunity. Dental
office with 4 partially equipped
operatories and other infrastructure.
Great location with parking and
exposure to route one in Thomaston.
Negotiate lease and equipment is free.
Call: John Alexander at:

(207) 837-0806.

NEW YORK—Capital District:
Established general practice, fully
equipped, modern, $700,000 gross

on 4 days/week, FFS, 4 operatories,
digital x-rays, Dentrix, Pan and ceph.
Practice located on major road. Owner is
retiring. Real estate available. E-mail:
1025dmd@verizon.net.

PENNSYLVANIA — Practice for sale.
Lancaster County. 4 operatory dental
practice, equipment and stand-alone
building for sale in desirable Lancaster.
Healthy revenue with room to grow.
Offers considered. Make me retire. (717)
468-7943.

WASHINGTON — Built out dental
space, up to 6 operatories, for lease in
downtown Redmond, Washington. Some
equipment in place. Flexible terms.
Contact Dr. Rod Robinson at:

(425) 822-6279 or e-mail
roddrob214@aol.com.
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Dental Quality Alliance Conference set for May

BY DAVID BURGER

The nebulous term “quality improvement”
shouldn’t scare oft dentists from attending
the upcoming Dental Quality Alliance Con-
ference, as all are welcome, said Dr. Marie
Schweinebraten, former ADA trustee and
current DQA chair. “On a day-to-day basis,
we measure improve-
ment every day, but
[dentists] don’t call it
that,” she said. “Qual-
ity measures provide
a means to use tested
ways to evaluate and
improve your prac-
tice.”

ADA members in-
terested in pursuing
Dr. Schweinebraten common goals of qual-

ity improvement are
encouraged to attend the conference at the
Association’s Chicago headquarters May 12-
13.

The two-day conference, titled Collabora-
tion in Quality Measurement for Improved
Oral Health, is meant to educate dentists and
other stakeholders in quality measurement
and quality improvement through collabora-
tion.

The conference’s objectives are to:

¢ Gain knowledge on the need for and the
goals of measurement to support quality im-
provement in oral health care.

e Collaborate with key stakeholders and
share experiences in oral-systemic health inte-
gration as a means of quality improvement.

e Explore strategies for successfully lead-
ing and influencing health care improvement
through measurement in dentistry.

¢ Examine emerging trends in quality mea-
surement and leadership across the dental
care continuum.

“This is a unique chance to bring together
different entities in dentistry interested in
quality improvement,” said Dr. Schweine-
braten.

Get the scoop on ADA-developed sealant guidelines

Dentists can hear directly from an au-
thor of ADA-developed sealant guidelines.

A live online event hosted by the ADA
and recorded Feb. 22 that featured a guide-
line co-author, Dr. Margherita Fontana, is
available online to watch on the ADA’s
Facebook page under the “videos” tab.

Dr. Fontana, a professor in the depart-
ment of cariology, restorative sciences and
endodontics at the University of Michigan
School of Dentistry, spoke with Dr. Suhail
Mohiuddin, owner and general dentist of

a Chicago-based office, Dentologie, about
the guideline.

The ADA Council on Scientific Affairs
convened a panel of experts who, in collabo-
ration with the American Academy of Pedi-
atric Dentistry, developed an evidence-based
systematic review and clinical practice guide-
line for the use of pit-and-fissure sealants.

In 2016, the guideline and its accompa-
nying systematic review were published in
The Journal of the American Dental Asso-
ciation. m

Greater Cleveland Dental Society’s Give Kids

GHKAS fun: Case Western Reserve University School of Dental Medicine student Ali Azar playfully checks the
oral cavity of Cleveland Cavalier mascot Moondog during the Greater Cleveland Dental Society’s Give Kids
A Smile event Feb. 3. More than 30 volunteers and about 300 dental students saw nearly 300 children and
provided exams, prophys, fluoride, sealants and radiographs. The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile was also
present and provided restorative and emergency care to some children. The total treatment was valued at
about $70,000.

Dr. Allan Charles, a periodontist with Cal-
ifornia’s Pasadena Periodontal Associates, is
a past attendee of the conference and said
it was informative to learn how other health
care professionals — not just dentists — ap-
proach the deliverance and measure of care.
“It made me think about the quality of care
in my practice, and it gave me a different per-
spective,” he said.

The DQA, established by the ADA in
2008, through a request from the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, is com-
prised of multiple stakeholders from across
the oral health community who are commit-
ted to the development of consensus-based
quality measures. The mission of the DQA
is to advance performance measurement as
a means to improve oral health, patient care
and safety through a consensus-building
process.

For more information on the DQA and
the conference, visit ADA.org/dqa. m

— burgerd@adan.ory

A.T. Still University
names Dr. Trombly as
dental school dean

Mesa, Ariz. — A.T. Still University-Arizo-
na School of Dentistry and Oral Health an-
nounced Feb. 24 it named Dr. Robert M.
Trombly as dean, effective July 1.

Dr. Trombly joined the dental school in
2015 as associate dean of clinical affairs. He
succeeds Dr. Jack Dillenberg, the school’s in-
augural dean.

“We look forward to Dr. Trombly continu-
ing and expanding the wonderful educational
and clinical accomplishments of our students,
faculty and staff,” said ATSU President Craig
Phelps in a news release.

Dr. Trombly received his dental degree
from the University of Michigan in 1984 and
earned a juris doctorate from the University
of Denver School of Law in 1991. His career
includes leadership roles at the University of
Colorado School of Dental Medicine, West-
ern University of Health Sciences College of
Dental Medicine and the University of De-
troit School of Dentistry.

“ATSU-ASDOH is a very special place for
students, staff and faculty,” Dr. Trombly said
in a news release. “Our admissions process
identifies and attracts talented students who
truly have the passion to be the heart of our
profession.” m

Samuel D. Harris grant
deadline April 14

The application deadline for the 2017
ADA Foundation’s Samuel D. Harris Fund
for Children’s Dental Health grant pro-
gram is April 14.

The program awards competitive grants
of up to $5,000 cach to nonprofit organi-
zations and agencies that provide innova-
tive and effective oral health instruction
and motivation for caregivers of preschool-
aged children.

Grants solely support prenatal and post-
natal oral health instruction for parents and
caregivers.

The ADA Foundation awarded 25 grants
totaling nearly $124,000 in 2015.

For application templates and informa-
tion, visit ADAFoundation.org and click
on the How To Apply tag, and select Edu-
cation from the menu. m
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Oklahoma dentist runs 7 marathons in 7 days — on 7 continents

BY MICHELLE MANCHIR

If Dr. Raj Patel’s completion of seven
marathons in seven days doesn’t impress you,
maybe consider that each race took place on a
different continent.

Or how about that, three days after his last
race, he was back in his Tulsa, Oklahoma,
dental office seeing patients.

Dr. Patel, 50, was one of 33 participants
in the 2017 World Marathon Challenge, sea-
soned runners who ran 26.2 miles every day
Jan. 23-29 in Sydney, Australia; Punta Arenas,
Chile; Miami, Florida; Union Glacier, Antarc-
tica; Madrid, Spain; Marrakech, Morocco;
and Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

“There were some challenges,” said Dr.
Patel of the feat, noting the 90-plus degree
weather in Dubai and Miami and the near
constant dry mouth he experienced between
races. “I figured this was a once-in-a-lifetime
deal. So I sucked it up and went for it.”

And not only did Dr. Patel finish all the
races, he beat an American marathon record
holder, Ryan Hall, in two of them, he said.

Dr. Patel, who was born in Zambia, Africa,
but came to the U.S. in 1980 for college, has
been in dental practice for 26 years, he said.
He received his dental degree from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma in 1992, and then in the
late 1990s, he went back to school for a law
degree, he said. It’s during that time that he
picked up running.

“I figured out that if T could keep a six-

mile-per-hour pace on the treadmill, I could
keep myself awake to study cases,” he said.
“Anything slower, and I couldn’t keep up
with the reading.”

But it wasn’t until about six years ago that
he started running competitively, he said, af-

ter a patient persuaded him to do a local half
marathon. He finished better than he expect-
ed, he said, and decided to pursue marathons.
He has run 92 marathons since 2011, includ-
ing the seven in January, he said.

“It keeps me out of trouble,” he joked of

Indian dentist, student receives Dr.
Ray Bowen Student Research Award

A master’s degree dental student at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
School of Dentistry is the winner of the
2017 Dr. Ray Bowen Student Research
Award.

Dr. Prajakta Kulkarni, who earned a
bachelor’s of dental science degree at the
Maharashtra University of Health Sciences
in India, received the award, bestowed by
the ADA Foundation in cooperation with
the Academy of Operative Dentistry, for
her research project “Bioactive Materi-
als: Ton Release, Secondary Caries Depth
and Elemental Analysis of Surrounding
Tooth.”

“I'am honored to receive this prestigious
award,” said Dr. Kulkarni. “It is a privilege
to be able to conduct research under ac-
complished faculty at the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham School of Dentistry. I
look forward to this opportunity to further
develop my research interests.”

The biennial Dr. Ray Bowen Student
Research Award is open to dental students
at all levels who wish to undertake research
relevant to contemporary operative den-
tistry. The award provides $6,000 to the
awardee to perform the proposed research
and an additional $1,000 to help defray
the costs of presenting a table clinic based
on the research proposal at the Academy
of Operative Dentistry’s scientific session.
The student must have a research mentor
who is a member of the Academy of Opera-
tive Dentistry at his/her institution to pro-
vide guidance and act as a co-investigator.

“This program is a perfect example of
how research is becoming integrated into
dental student education and helping to
build a strong foundation for the future
of dentistry,” said Dr. William R. Calnon,
ADA Foundation president and interim ex-

w ccutive director.
. | “It  encourages
. dental  student
| rescarch, which
more and more
post  graduate
programs are de-
manding. We are
proud to partner
with the Acad-
emy of Operative
Dentistry to sup-
port and recog-
nize dental stu-
dents engaged in this relevant oral health
research.”

Dr. Kulkarni’s mentor is Dr. John O.
Burgess, adjunct professor at the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham School of
Dentistry.

“Dr. Kulkarni is an excellent graduate
student with a strong ‘can-do’ attitude
and an outstanding work ethic,” said
Dr. Burgess. “We feel that these devel-
oping bioactive materials may have the
potential of reducing the caries attack
on caries-prone individuals young and
old, and feel very passionate about her
research. This project has the potential
to provide a foundation for evaluating
the effectiveness of preventive materials
used in dentistry and improving their
development.”

The award honors the nearly 60-year
career of Dr. Ray Bowen, the inventor
of resin composites and dentin adhesives
and an internationally recognized author-
ity on composite materials. Dr. Bowen
is a former director of the Paffenbarger
Research Center and is presently active
as Distinguished Scientist at the ADA
Foundation Volpe Research Center. =

Dr. Kulkarni

Photo courtesy of Mark Conlon

Almost there: Dr. Raj Patel competes in the sixth of seven marathons he did in seven days around the
world. Here, he’s photographed in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on Jan. 28.

T

his hobby, adding more
seriously that running = g8
long distances gives him |
time to pray, listen to the |
Bible and meditate.

Dr. Patel said he found
out about the World Mar-
athon Challenge from a
patient, and decided to
give it go, despite suffer- Dr. Patel
ing a knee injury in 2016. In a freak accident,
a collapsed driver drove his car into Dr. Patel’s
dental office, bashing his knee. Dr. Patel said
he endured physical therapy and aggressively
trained to be ready for the serial marathons.

Runners in the World Marathon Challenge
slept and ate mostly on airplanes between the
races, Dr. Patel said. Once, they got to spend
about four hours at a hotel to enjoy a proper
shower.

After running, he said, “We just jumped on
the plane. The whole key was to be well-rested,
recover and be ready for the next one.”

Several media outlets, including many in
his hometown, have published and broadcast
news stories about Dr. Patel’s standout accom-
plishments.

He said many of his patients have comment-
ed on the news — with varying reactions.

“They’re congratulating me — and still
think it was a crazy thing to do,” he said. “I’m
just humbled because I got to do it.” m

—manchirm@adn.ory

March JADA looks at phentolamine
mesylate use after dental treatment

BY MICHELLE MANCHIR

Phentolamine mesylate is “well suited
to reverse local anesthesia after routine
dental procedures,” according to research
published in the March issue of The Jour-
nal of the American Dental Association.

German researchers conducted two
studies in patients receiving a local anes-
thetic as part of their dental treatment.
They investigated the time to recovery
of normal sensation and function and
the frequency of adverse events in the
patients who received phentolamine
mesylate versus those who did not. Re-
searchers found that the use of phentol-
amine mesylate “substantially reduced
the time to recovery of normal sensa-
tion and functions after local anesthesia
in routine dental treatment.”

The authors concluded that “the results
confirm the effectiveness, safety and toler-
ability of phentolamine mesylate used in
patients with routine dental conditions in
Germany and that phentolamine mesylate
augments the safety of dental treatments.”

To read the entire article, visit JADA.
ADA.org.

Other high-
lights of March
JADA include
commentaries
addressing
recent ADA
guidelines
on sedation
and general
anesthesia by
dentists; an
article about
rates and
predictors of exposure to Legionelln
pnenmophila in the U.S. among dental
practitioners; and a case report about
the management of cannabis-induced
periodontitis via resective surgical
therapy.

Every month, JADA articles are
published online at JADA.ADA.org in
advance of print publication at JADA.
ADA. org.

In addition to print and online,
readers can also access, read, share
and search JADA from their phone or
tablets. m

Registration open for correctional health care meeting

Dental professionals who want to learn
more about health care for incarcerated pop-
ulations — and earn continuing education
credit — can register for the National Com-
mission on Correctional Health Care’s annual
conference, scheduled for April 29-May 2 in
Atlanta.

The conference offers more than 50 edu-
cational sessions on clinical, administrative
and legal aspects of correctional health care.
Scheduled sessions related to oral health will

cover electronic health records for dentistry
and craniofacial pain management.

Participants can earn up to 26.5 hours of
continuing education credit.

The National Commission on Correctional
Health Care said more than 2 million adults
and juveniles are currently incarcerated in the
U.S. in jails, prisons and juvenile facilities.

For more information on the confer-
ence, or to register, visit ncche.org/spring-
conference. m



Medicare

Continued from Page 1

also concerned about criminals masquer-
ading as health care professionals or sup-
pliers, submitting false or fraudulent bill-
ings to Medicare,” wrote Drs. Roberts and
O’Loughlin. “However, the ADA is not
aware of, nor has the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services demonstrated, high-bill-
ing levels associated with prescriptions writ-
ten by dentists for Medicare eligible patients.
Therefore, there appears to be little need for
this requirement as it applies to dentists yet
the administrative burden would be signifi-
cant.”

Drs. Roberts and O’Loughlin also pointed
out that since CMS already has access to the
information needed to maintain program in-
tegrity through the dentists’ National Prac-
titioner Identification numbers and adverse
event reporting maintained through the Na-
tional Practitioner Data Bank, any enforce-
ment action affecting health care professionals
that allegedly violate ethical prescribing prac-
tice “should remain within the state boards of
pharmacy and the respective professional state
licensing boards.”

CMS published a final rule in May 2014
and an interim final rule in May 2015 stating
that prescribers must be enrolled in or opted-
out of Medicare Part B prior in order for their
written prescriptions to be covered under Part
D. Previously CMS said that enforcement of
this requirement would begin on Feb. 1, but
last October said it also “recognizes the need
to minimize the impact on the beneficiary
population and ensure beneficiaries have ac-
cess to the care they need.”

For information on all of the ADA’s advo-
cacy efforts, visit ADA.org/advocacy. m

—garvinj@udn.org

Fluoride

Continned from Page 1

from all sources.”

In denying the petition, the EPA said that
the petitioners had “not set forth a scientifi-
cally defensible basis to conclude that any per-
sons have suffered neurotoxic harm as a result
of exposure to fluoride in the U.S. through
the purposeful addition of fluoridation chemi-
cals to drinking water or otherwise from fluo-
ride exposure in the U.S.”

The EPA went on to state that the petition
“ignores a number of basic data quality issues as-
sociated with the human studies associated with
the human studies it relies upon.” The EPA also
notes that it and other authoritative bodies had
previously reviewed many of the studies cited by
the petitioners as evidence and found significant
limitations in using them to draw conclusions.

In laying out the efficacy of community wa-
ter fluoridation in public health, the EPA stated
“the benefits of community water fluoridation
have been demonstrated to reduce dental caries,
which is one of the most common childhood
diseases and continues to be problematic in all
age groups. Left untreated, decay can cause
pain, school absences, difficulty concentrating,
and poor appearance, all contributing to de-
creased quality of life and ability to succeed.”

The ADA has long supported community
water fluoridation as a safe and effective way
to combat tooth decay. For more informa-
tion, visit ADA.org/fluoride. To read the
documents associated with the petition and
the EPA response, visit EPA.gov and search
for “Support Documents for Fluoride Chemi-
cals in Drinking Water Section 21 Petition.” m
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CareCredit acquires Citi Health Card portfolio

ADA members who use Citi Health
Care for their patient financing will soon
be moved over to CareCredit, endorsed by
ADA Business Resources as the provider of
patient financing for Association members.

CareCredit announced Feb. 21 it ac-
quired the Citi Health Card portfolio,
welcoming a host of health care profes-
sionals and expanding CareCredit’s na-
tional network of more than 200,000
health care providers and health-focused
retail locations. The portfolio acquisition
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includes more
than 14,500 pro-
viders, includ-

ing dentists and
110,000 current
Citi Health Card
consumer accounts, according to a news
release. Terms of the agreement were not
disclosed.

Dentists who use Citi Health Care will re-
ceive detailed information about the Care-
Credit program. In addition, CareCredit
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LIGHT-CURED RESIN MODIFIED
GLASS IONOMER RESTORATIVE

» Composite-like esthetics and handling

» Light-curing for fast finish and flexible working time

* Immediately packable after application

* Does not stick to the instrument, easy to shape

» Excellent translucency for better esthetic results
» High fluoride release minimizes secondary caries

* Highly radiopaque

* Fits virtually all GIC applicators
* No dentin conditioner or adhesive required

Call 1-888-658-2584

2 CareCredit

Making care possible...today.

will work with participating providers to
offer program orientation and training ma-
terials.

For more information on the acquisition,
ADA members can call 1-800-603-0257.
For more information on CareCredit, visit
carecredit.com/dental. m
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PRECISION ENDODONTICS
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Apex Locator

™ Foramatron
Apex Locator

BRIGHTLY ILLUMINATED DISPLAY IS * Precisely pinpoints the apical constriction
ANGLED FOR EASY CHAIRSIDE VIEWING! using high and low frequency bands.

* Ergonomic, aseptic design.
On/Off Volume Control

 LED illuminated display for easy viewing.

Instrument Cable Socket * Four distinct audio signals reinforce

_ the indicator lights.
Red Instrument Clip

Lip Contact ‘\

* Reliable results even in the presence
of all types of fluids.

* Uses an easily replaceable 9-Volt batiery.

* Includes detachable autoclavable cables.

SAVE! SEe OUR COMBO PACKAGES AT PARKELL.COM
p645 The Foramatron® Apex Locator @ 4 5 DAY
Includes Reamer Holder, Cables, Touch Probe, $71 000 WARRANTYA RISK-FREE TRlAE

2 Lip Grounds, Test Plug and 9V Battery.

~1f you're not satisfied, call us within 45 days. We’ll have it picked up at our expense, and give you a full

®
refund—including your original ground shipping charges (Express shipping will not be reimbursed). Q ' k I I Parkel I -com
Trial offer valid only when product is purchased directly from Parkell, Inc. 1-800-243-7446

5-year power-unit warranty does not cover battery. 0317| ADA
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