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A D A  COUNCIL APPROVES CREST AS FIRST TRU LY A N TI-D EC AY DENTIFRICE
The American Dental Association has o f f i c i a l l y  recogn ized  Crest t o o t h 

paste as "an e f f e c t i v e  decay-preventive  a g e n t . "  Crest i s  the f i r s t  d e n t i 
f r i c e  ever  to r e c e i v e  such r e c o g n i t i o n .  In a statement published in the 
Aug. 1 issue o f  The Journal of The American Dental A s s o c i a t i o n , the Council  
on Dental Therapeutics reported :

Colgate Leads Dentifrice Market
Colgate  snared n ea r ly  a th ird  

o f  the d e n t i f r i c e  market during the 
f i r s t  quarter o f  1960, a recent survey 
showed. The seven leading d en t i f r i ce s  
and their share of  the to ta l  sa les for  
that period were: Colgate, 31%; Gleem, 
20%; Pepsodent , 12%; C r e s t ,  11%; 
Str ipe , 10%; Ipana, 9%, and L is te r in e , 
2 %. As r e p o r t e d  in  th e  June 30 
N e w s le t te r , C o lgate  was top a d v er 
t i s e r  in the f i e l d  during 1959, spend
ing $12.8 mil lion .

ADA Membership Tops 95,000
ADA membership reached 95,303 

on  June 3 0 ,  an a l l - t i m e  r e c o r d  
exceed ing  the t o t a l  f o r  1959. The 
c u r r e n t  f i g u r e  was more than 600 
higher  than the t o t a l  f o r  Dec. 31, 
1959, and about 1 ,500 h igher  than 
the f ig u re  f o r  June 30, 1959. The 
new r e c o r d  in c lu d e d  76 ,867 a c t i v e  
members, 5,557 l i f e ,  243 a f f i l i a t e ,  
24 assoc ia te ,  37 honorary and 12,575 
students .

"Crest  has been shown to  be an e f f e c t i v e  a n t i c a r i e s  (decay p re 
v en t iv e )  d e n t i f r i c e  that can be o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  value when used 
in a consc ient ious ly  applied program o f  o ra l  hygiene and regular  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  ca re ;  Crest  d e n t i f r i c e  may a ls o  be o f  value as a 
supplement to p u b l i c  health  p roced u res . "
The d ent i fr ice  contains stannous 

fluoride as i t s  principal active ingre
d ien t .  The Counci l emphasized that 
i t s  act ion applied only to this spec 
i f i c  product. "None of the other den
t i f r i c e s  ev a lu a te d  to  date  by the 
C o u n c i l  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by e v id e n c e  
c o n s id e r e d  adequate t o  demonstrate 
s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s , "  a c c o r 
ding to Dr. Lester W. Burket, Phila 
d e l p h i a ,  C o u n c i l  cha irm an.  Dr. 
Burket  a l s o  added: "The stannous 
f luor ide  d e n t i f r i c e  i s  an aid  in com
b a t t i n g  d e n t a l  d eca y ;  i t  i s  not a 
c u r e - a l l .  Nor w i l l  i t  s u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  f l u o r i d a t i o n  o f  community water 
s u p p l i e s .  F l u o r i d a t i o n ,  which i s  
s u p p o r te d  by exha u st iv e  long -term  
s t u d i e s ,  remains by f a r  the most 
e f f e c t i v e  means f o r  o b t a in in g  the 
b e n e f i t s  o f  f lu o r id e s .  We hope that 
a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  w i l l  f u r t h e r  
c l a r i f y  the r o l e  o f  Crest  or other  
d e n t i f r i c e s  in the program of  p r e 
venting dental decay."  Three elements 
were involved in the C ou n c i l ' s  d e c i -

See Crest, page 2



2

…  CREST
(cont'd from page 1)

s ion : the sa fe ty ,  the e f fe c t iv e n e s s ,  
and th e  a d v e r t i s i n g  c l a im s .  In 
taking i t s  a c t io n ,  the C ouncil con
sidered  both the re su lts  o f  c l i n i c a l  
s tu d ies  conducted during a ten -year  
p e r i o d  and " t h e  m a n u fa c t u r e r 's  
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  l i m i t  a d v e r t i s i n g  
c la im s  to  th o se  su p p orted  by  a d e 
q u a te  r e s e a r c h . " Seven c l i n i c a l  
s t u d i e s ,  v a r y in g  from  one to  two 
years in length, have been conducted 
on the d e n t i f r i c e .  A l l  seven t e s t  
g roups  r e p o r t e d  l e s s  d e n ta l  decay  
d u r in g  the  s tu d y  p e r io d  than d id  
c o n t r o l  g rou p s  u s in g  d e n t i f r i c e s  
w ith o u t  stannous f l u o r i d e .  "How
ev er , the magnitude o f  the decrease 
in  c a r i e s  i n c i d e n c e  in  each t e s t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p r e s s  w ith o u t  
making s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the 
con d it ion s  o f  each s tu d y ,"  the Coun
c i l  r e p o r t  s t a t e d .  One group used 
the d e n t i f r i c e  "under normal co n 
d i t i o n s  in  t h e i r  home" and e x p e r i 
enced  a 23 per  c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  in  
the i n c i d e n c e  o f  d e n t a l  d e ca y .  
In an oth er  g rou p , where th ere  was 
s u p e r v is io n  o f  brushing once d a i ly  
w ith  the  p r o d u c t ,  th e r e  was a 34 
p er  c e n t  r e d u c t i o n .  In a t h i r d  
g r o u p ,  w ith  s u p e r v i s e d  b ru sh in g  
th ree  tim es d a i l y ,  th ere  was a 57 
per ce n t  r e d u c t io n .

Second Specialty Conference Set
The Second Conference on Dental 

S p e c ia l t i e s  and S p e c ia l iz a t io n  w i l l  
be held in Chicago, at the Drake Hotel, 
on Sept. 7 -8 . The f i r s t  con feren ce  
took p la ce  in J u ly , 1959 at the ADA 
Central Office.Various dental specia lty  
boards, academies and s o c i e t i e s  are 
being  in v i t e d  to a p p o in t  re p re se n 
tatives and the Council on Dental Edu
c a t io n  has requested  that the names 
o f  these o f f i c i a l  rep resen tatives  be 
submitted before  Aug. 10. Purpose o f  
the second con feren ce  i s  to  ex p la in  
and d iscuss  progress and development 
o f  th e  C o u n c i l  s tu d y  o f  prob lem s 
re la ted  to p r a c t ic e  in s p e c ia l  areas 
o f  d e n t is t r y .  This second phase o f  
the Council's study deals with problems 
concerning d e f in it ion  o f  areas o f  den
t a l  p r a c t i c e  and p rop osa ls  fo r  com
b in in g  c e r t a i n  areas in t o  grou p s . 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  be asked  to 
present th e ir  comments and questions 
concerning the report, which the Coun
c i l  w il l  give to the House o f  Delegates 
at the annual s e s s io n  th is  October.

Session Housing Forms in Journal
A pplications  fo r  housing during 

the 1960 Annual Session in Los Angeles 
w i l l  appear on pages 184-185 o f  the 
ADA Journal f o r  August. While some 
c h o i c e  a cco m m o d a t io n s  a re  s t i l l  
a v a i la b le ,  e a r ly  a p p l i c a t io n s  w i l l  
r e c e iv e  p r i o r i t y  in p lacem ent.

FLUORIDATION ORDINANCE RULED UNCONSTITUTIONAL BY MISSOURI JUDGE
A cou rt  b a t t l e  over proposed f lu o r id a t io n  o f  water w i l l  s h o r t ly  move 

to  the M issou ri Supreme Court in  the wake o f  a ru l in g  by a c i r c u i t  judge 
in St. Louis County terming an enabling ordinance u n co n s t itu t io n a l .  While 
proponents o f  the measure were d isapp oin ted  by Judge Douglas L. C. Jones' 
d e c i s i o n ,  they e x p ressed  c o n f id e n c e  that  the h igher cou r t  would reverse  
i t .  In a th ir te e n -p a g e  r u l in g ,  Judge Jones sa id  the proposa l was in v i o 
l a t i o n  o f  the U nited  S ta te s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the M issouri C on st itu t ion  and 
the County c h a r te r .  The ADA le g a l  s t a f f  pointed  out that the  ru lin g  can 
be divided into two parts. The f i r s t  bears on t e c h n ic a l  qu estion s  in v o lv in g  
s ta te  law in  M issouri. The second deals  with fe d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  ques
t io n s .  A l l  precedent on the fe d e r a l  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  q u e s t io n  i s  fa v ora b le  
to f lu or id a t ion . The ordinance had been passed in June, 1959 by the County 
C o u n c i l ,  p o l i c y -m a k in g  body o f  the  w ide area that borders  but does not 
embrace the c i t y  o f  S t .  L ou is . Ten cou n ty  res id en ts  took the ordinance 
to  court, contending the public  hadn 't been asked whether i t  wanted f l u o r i 
d a t io n .  Judge Jones a g re e d ,  sa y in g  th a t  the ord inance was in  v io la t i o n  
o f  the F ourteenth  Amendment, which i s  concerned with "due p r o c e s s . "  I f  
upheld , one e f f e c t  o f  h is  r u l in g  would be that each o f  the n in e ty -e ig h t  
m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  in  St. Louis county other  than the c i t y  o f  St. Louis would 
have to  approve the ordinance by popular v o te .
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FLUORIDATION, DENTAL TECHNICIANS DISCUSSED BY FDI CONVENTION IN DUBLIN
The 1960 Convention o f  Federation Dentaire In te rn a t ion a le  took a c t io n  

on two o f  the top  issu es  fa c in g  the den ta l p r o fe s s io n  today, f lu o r id a t io n  
and denta l te ch n ic ia n s . Held in  Dublin , Ire lan d , June 20 -25 , the meeting 
attracted 709 dentists from some 30 cou n tr ies . One o f  the major tasks fa c in g  
the delegates was action  on the report o f  a world wide study conducted over 
the past year on d en ta l t e c h n ic ia n s .  In the p o l i c y  statement adopted by 
FDI, on the su b je c t ,  three o b je c t iv e s  were l i s t e d  as b e in g  in  the in t e r e s t  
o f  improved dental s e r v ic e :

"1. The establishment o f  formal tra in 
ing courses  on the v o c a t io n a l  l e v e l  
with members o f  the dental p ro fess ion  
cooperating in such in s tru ct ion .  2. 
The support o f  le g is la t io n  fo r  techni
cans in  co u n tr ie s  where such l e g i s 
l a t i o n  i s  deemed d e s i r a b le  by the 
dental p ro fess ion , provided that such 
le g is la t iv e  proposals are designed to  
p r o te c t  the health  o f  the p u b l ic  by 
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  o n ly  the  d e n t a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  has the e d u c a t io n ,  e x 
p e r i e n c e  and t r a i n i n g  to  p r o v id e  
p r o s t h e t ic  s e r v ic e s  d i r e c t l y  to  the 
p u b lic .  3. In genera l, the support 
and im p lem en ta tion  o f  measures to  
improve the educational and economic 
base o f  the  d e n ta l  t e c h n ic ia n  and 
h is  c r a f t . "  Within the same s t a t e 
m ent, w h i l e  s a l u t i n g  the "v a lu e d  
co n tr ib u tion "  o f  dental te ch n ic ia n s , 
FDI opposed any e f f o r t s  designed to 
a l lo w  the p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t is t r y  by 
the t e c h n ic ia n s .
In i t s  a c t io n  on f l u o r i d a t i o n ,  FDI 
took note o f  the fa c t  that the World 
Health O rganization  has recommended 
the adoption o f  f lu o r id a t io n  measures 
and i t s e l f  resolved that "the f l u o r i 
d a t io n  o f  p u b l i c  water s u p p l ie s  be 
commended to a l l  p u b lic  a u th o r it ie s  
as the most e f f e c t i v e  p u b l ic  hea lth  
measure a v a i la b le  fo r  reducing s a fe 
l y  and e c o n o m ic a l ly  the in c id e n c e  
o f  dental ca r ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in the 
younger age g r o u p s ."  Other a c t io n  
o f  the convention included: r e - e l e c 
t ion  o f  Dr. 0. H. Moen o f  Watertown, 
W isconsin, chairman, ADA Council on 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  as FDI 
president; authorization o f  a g lossary  
o f  d e n ta l  terms to  be p u b lish ed  in  
f i v e  la n g u a g es ; p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  a 
h i s t o r y  o f  FDI, and e s ta b l ish m e n t  
o f  a s p e c ia l  commission on the den
t i s t s '  health. The next annual se s 
s io n  w i l l  be in  H e ls in k i ,  F in lan d , 
July 9-15, 1961, where the main sub
j e c t  w i l l  be the education and proper 
u t i l i z a t io n  o f  a u x i l ia r ie s .

Two Constituents Buy Newsletter
Two c o n s t i t u e n t  s o c i e t i e s  are 

now t a k i n g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  new 
" s o c i e t y  s u b s c r i p t i o n "  p o l i c y  an
nounced by ADA f o r  the N e w s le t te r . 
They a re  the  Montana S ta te  Dental 
A s s o c i a t i o n  and th e  P u e r to  R ico  
Dental A ssoc ia t ion . The new program 
e n a b le s  com ponent or  c o n s t i t u e n t  
s o c i e t i e s  to  buy bu lk  shipments o f  
t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  r e m a i l in g  to  
members a t  as l i t t l e  as on e - fo u r th  
the normal in d iv id u a l  s u b s c r ip t io n  
ra te  o f  $2. Annual in d iv id u a l  sub
s c r i p t i o n  r a te s  f o r  s o c i e t i e s  a re :  
fo r  the f i r s t  500 members, 50c each; 
f o r  the se co n d  500 members, 40c  
and fo r  each a d d i t io n a l  1,000 mem
b ers , 25c . Copies are mailed to the 
s o c i e t y  o f f i c e ,  a r r iv in g  from 24 to 
48 hours a f t e r  coming o f f  the press. 
Any s o c i e t y  w ishing to  o rd er  under 
t h i s  new p o l i c y  sh ou ld  w r i t e  John 
E. Rush, b u s in e s s  manager, a t  the 
ADA C e n tra l  O f f i c e .

Asks Postal Zone for Address Changes
The ADA Bureau o f  Membership 

R e c o r d s ,  C e n tra l  O f f i c e ,  r e q u e s ts  
t h a t  w henever a member r e p o r t s  a 
change o f  a d d ress ,  the p o s t a l  zone 
be in c lu d ed .

ADA History Given to Libraries
The Forsyth County (North Car

o l in a )  Dental S o c ie ty  has presented 
cop ie s  o f  A H istory  o f  the American 
D e n ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1859-1959  by 
R. W. McCluggage t o  f i v e  l i b r a r i e s  
in F orsyth  and Winston-Salem coun
t i e s .  The g i f t s  were presen ted  as 
p a r t  o f  a p r o j e c t  to  p la c e  d e n ta l  
tea ch in g  a id s  and m a te r ia ls  w ith in  
the reach o f  a l l  p u b l ic  s ch o o l  s tu 
d e n ts  and t e a c h e r s .  The book i s  
a v a i la b le  from the ADA Order Depart
ment. The standard ed it ion  is  $8.00, 
the deluxe ed it ion , $12.50.
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Nixon Favors Voluntary Health Aid
One o f  the fourteen points which 

resu lted  from the now famous meeting 
o f  V ic e -P r e s id e n t  R ichard M. Nixon 
and Gov. Nelson R ock e fe l le r  (R-N.Y.) 
c o n c e r n e d  h e a l t h  in s u r a n c e .  I t  
a d v o c a t e s  " h e a l t h  in s u r a n c e  on a 
sound f i s c a l  b a s is  through a c o n 
t r ib u t o r y  system under which bene
f i c i a r i e s  have the o p t io n  o f  p u r 
ch asin g  p r iv a te  h ea lth  in s u r a n c e . "  
W hile  the  p r e c i s e  m eaning o f  the 
statement was not immediately c l a r i -  
f i e d , o b s e r v e r s  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a 
co m p ro m ise  f o r  b o th  men. Nixon 
previously  had supported the Adminis
tration  plan, which provides voluntary 
co n tr ib u t io n s  op era tin g  through ex 
i s t in g  s t a te  a g e n c ie s ,  while Rocke
f e l l e r  had advocated tying health in 
surance to Socia l Security.

…  Democrats Pledge Health Aid
The 1960 p la t fo rm  adopted  by 

th e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  c o n t a in s  a 
plank o f  health care which advocates 
"m edical care b e n e f i t s  fo r  the aged 
as p a r t  o f  th e  t im e - t e s t e d  S o c ia l  
S e c u r i t y  S y s t e m ."  The p la t f o r m  
a lso  c a l ls  fo r  "more medical s ch oo ls ,  
more h osp ita ls , more research labora
t o r i e s … "

Michigan Society Moves Office
E ffective  Aug. 1, the Central Of

f i c e  o f  the Michigan State Dental As
soc ia t ion  has moved to a d if fe re n t  l o 
ca t ion  providing twice as much o f f i c e  
space. The new address is  430 Stod
dard B u ild in g , Lansing, Michigan.

UNICEF Grants Dental Aid to Poland
A grant o f  $60,000 has been made 

to  Poland fo r  purchase o f  mobile den
ta l  equipment. The money, presented 
by the executive  board o f  the United 
N a t io n s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h i ld r e n 's  
Emergency Fund, w i l l  be used to  p ro 
v ide 22 v eh ic le s  and 44 se ts  o f  den
ta l  equipment fo r  mobile dental c l i 
n ic s  to  serve  ru ra l  primary s ch o o ls  
in a l l  22 p rov in ces  o f  the country. 
These u n i t s ,  and o th e rs  to  be sup
p lie d  by the P o lish  government, w i l l  
be s e t  up in time f o r  the 1960-61 
s c h o o l  year. The in c id e n ce  o f  ad
vanced caries in young school children 
in  Poland is  extremely high and the 
UNICEF e x e c u t iv e  board  c o n s id e r e d  
em ergen cy  a c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y .  The 
World Health O rganization w i l l  sup
p ly  a consu ltant to  Poland to  study 
th e  e t i o l o g y  o f  th e  c a r i e s  p r o b 
lem and to  a d v ise  on s c h o o l  h ea lth  
and f l u o r i d a t i o n  programs.

ONLY LAW BREAKERS QUALIFY FOR SPECIAL TECHNICIANS LICENSE IN PROVINCE
Dental technicians in B r it ish  Columbia, Canada, who have been breaking 

the law f o r  the p ast  seven years are now empowered to make and s e l l  den
t u r e s  d i r e c t l y  f o r  the p u b l i c .  Those d en ta l te ch n ic ia n s  who have been 
obeying the law, which u n til  now forbade d i r e c t  d e a l in g s ,  do not r e c e iv e  the 
right. This seems the substance o f  regu la t ion s  governing denta l te ch n ic ia n s  
recently  enacted by the prov incia l l e g is la t u r e  under the "Dental Technicians 
A ct "  o f  1958. That t h i s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  the c o r r e c t  one was confirmed 
by R. R. Keith , a member o f  the denta l t e c h n ic ia n s '  examining board. The 
d e t a i l s  o f  the enactment, s e c t io n  10 o f  the new r e g u la t io n s ,  p rov ide  th a t  
those technicians who have had twelve years exper ien ce  as a den ta l tech n ic ia n  
o f  which the l a s t  seven  years  s h a l l  have been spent in an establishm ent 
d ealing  with the p u b l ic  in B r it is h  Columbia, can apply u n t i l  September 15 
f o r  a l i c e n s e  t o  d ea l  d i r e c t l y  with the p u b l ic .  The l i c e n s e  w i l l  not be 
a v a i l a b l e  in  fu t u r e  y e a rs .  The V i c t o r ia ,  B . C . ,  D aily  C o lo n is t , a news
p a p er  in  th e  p r o v i n c e ,  headed the s t o r y :  "F a lse  Teeth Permits to  Law
breakers O nly ."  The paper quoted Dr. C. R. Hallman, p re s id e n t  o f  the p ro 
v i n c i a l  C o l le g e  o f  D en ta l Surgeons, as asking whether " a b o r t io n is t s  and 
b o o t l e g g e r s  sh ou ld  demand the same r i g h t . "  Other se c t io n s  o f  the regu
la t io n  provide that those dental te ch n ic ia n s  who do not q u a l i f y  under s e c 
t i o n  10 must s t i l l  do b u s in ess  on ly  upon the b a s is  o f  w r itten  p r e s c r ip 
t io n s  from d e n t is t s .  I t  a l s o  re q u ir e s  that a l l  te ch n ic ia n s  must r e g is t e r  
wi t h  the  exam ining board  and a c ce p t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  as s e n io r ,  ju n io r  o r  
apprentice technicians. No technicians, even those with the s p e c ia l  l i c e n s e ,  
w i l l  be allowed to  a d v e r t is e .
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