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News Letter
V ol. 12, No. 11 -  W ednesday, July 1, 1959

SENATE UNIT APPROVES $439,000 MORE FOR DENTAL HEALTH ACTIVITIES

An additional in crease  of $ 4 39,000 fo r  dental health a ctiv ities— as recom m ended by the 
A .D .A . — is included in the Health, Education and W elfare appropriations b ill approved by the 
Senate A ppropriations Com m ittee. The com m ittee rep ort sp ecifica lly  m arks $ 3 73,000 of the 
in crease  fo r  training grants and fe llow sh ips. R em ainder of the sum is expected  to be fo r  o p e r 
ations of the National Institute of Dental R esearch , Bethesda, Md. A ction  o f the Senate group 
on June 24 brings to $ 10,164,000 the total recom m ended fo r  dental health and resea rch  a c t iv i
ties under auspices of NIDR. This figure represen ts  an in crease  of $2 ,744 ,000  over the 
adm inistration 's  p roposed  fis ca l 1960 budget fo r  these activ ities . The House of R ep resentatives 
ea r lie r  had added $2 ,305 ,000. The b ill now goes to a con ference com m ittee fo r  adjustm ent of 
d ifferences between Senate and House figu res .

D R. DEAN TO RETIRE AS SECRETARY OF A.D.A. COUNCIL ON DENTAL RESEARCH
 D r. H. T rendley Dean, recogn ized  internationally as an authority on fluoridation , w ill re tire  

July 19 as secre ta ry  of the A .D.A . Council on Dental R esearch . He w ill be su cceeded  by D r. 
Sholom  Pearlm an , assistant secretary  of the Council on Dental Therapeutics since 1951. D r. 
Dean is retirin g  after six years on the A ssocia tion  staff. B efore  joining A .D .A ., he served  five  
years as d irector  o f the National Institute of Dental R esearch , Bethesda, Md. D r. Dean was an 
o ffice r  o f the U.S. P u blic Health S ervice  during 1921 to 1953. The retiring se cre ta ry 's 
resea rch  on fluorine has won him num erous aw ards. D r. Pearlm an cam e to the A ssocia tion  in 
1951 from  the faculty of the School o f D entistry, W estern R eserve U niversity, C leveland, where 
he taught b ioch em istry . A  native of Ottawa, Canada, D r. Pearlm an was graduated in 1945 fro m  
the Faculty of D entistry, U niversity of T oronto, and rece ived  an M.S. degree in 1951 from  
W estern R eserve .

HOUSE PASSES A.D.A. CENTENNIAL RESOLUTION
The House of R ep resentatives has passed  unanim ously a resolu tion  congratulating the 

A ssocia tion  on its centennial. The m easure e a r lie r  had rece ived  Senate approval without 
d is s ent.

COUNCIL APPROVES SURVEY OF WRITTEN WORK AUTHORIZATIONS
The A .D .A. Council on Dental Trade and L aboratory  Relations w ill survey the operation  in 

various states of provision s requiring w ritten w ork authorizations in transactions between den
tists and com m ercia l dental la b ora tories. The p ro je c t , to be conducted later this year or early  
in 1960, was approved by the Council at its recent m eeting. The survey w ill be designed to 
m easure the degree of enforcem ent and to learn  techniques used in com plying with the p r o v i
sions. A .D .A . p o licy  recom m ends that each state dental p ractice  act requ ire written authoriza

t ions fo r  dental laboratory  se rv ice s . Laws of at least 30 states currently  requ ire  use of w ritten 
i nstructions in transactions between dentists and dental labora tories. In addition, the G eorgia  
Board of Dental E xam iners requires by regulation the use of written instru ctions.
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A .D.A. INVITED TO PRESENT TESTIMONY ON FORAND BILL
The A .D .A . has been invited to present ora l testim ony on the con troversia l F oran d b ill  

(H.R. 4700) during hearings set fo r  July 13-17 by the House Ways and Means C om m ittee. The 
b i l l—which bears the name of its spon sor, Rep. A im e Forand (D -R . I )  — would provide health 
benefits fo r  persons eligib le  fo r  benefits under the Old Age and S u rv iv ors ' Insurance program  
of the S ocia l Security A ct. The A .D .A . position  opposing the b ill was explained at hearings 
be fore  the sam e com m ittee last year by Dr. Matthew Besdine of B rooklyn, N .Y ., m em ber of 
the C ouncil on Legislation , and Dr. Rudolph H. F r ied r ich , C h icago, se cre ta ry  of the C ouncil on 
Dental Health.

'HISTORY OF A.D .A.' TO BE AVAILABLE DURING CENTENNIAL SESSION
"A  H istory  o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion " w ill be available for  distribution during 

the centennial sess ion , according to Dr. Lon W. M orrey , C h icago, A .D .A . editor. The volum e, 
expected  to run 520 pages with text and illu stra tion s, w ill be printed in two editions—deluxe at 
$ 12.50 a copy and regular at $ 8 .00. Author o f the h istory  which recounts "a century o f health 
s e rv ic e "  is Dr. R obert W. M cCluggage o f the h istory  departm ent, L oyola U niversity, Chicago. 
In addition to being available in New York, the book m ay be ord ered  from  the A ssocia tion , 
O rder Departm ent, D esk 380, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11.

A.D.A. EXPLAINS POSITION ON TWO LEGISLATIVE MEASURES
The A ssocia tion  has outlined its position  on two p ieces  of legislation  now before  c o n g r e s 

sional groups through letters from  Dr. Ralph E. C re ig , C leveland, chairm an of the Council on 
L egisla tion . Support o f the Rhodes b ill (H.R. 6871) was exp ressed  to the House Subcom m ittee 
on Health and Safety. The m easure is  designed to strengthen postgraduate instruction  in pub
lic  health. It authorizes a $ 75 m illion  outlay fo r  tra ineeships, p ro je ct  grants and con stru ction  
during the next five years. The A .D .A . a lso  com m ented on a b ill (S. 2 162) sponsored  by Sen.  
Olin D. Johnston (D -S .C .) authorizing m ed ica l ca re  and ho spitalization  insurance for F ed era l 
em ployes and dependents. It was recom m ended that a section  o f the b ill creating an ad visory  
cou n cil be rew ritten so as not to preclude appointment o f a dental representative.

BRITISH VOTE HONORARY MEMBERSHIP TO THREE OFFICERS OF A.D.A.
T h ree o ffice rs  o f the A ssocia tion  have been voted honorary m em bership  in the B ritish  

Dental A ssocia tion . They are Dr. P e r c y  T . P h illips of New York, president; D r. Paul H. 
J e se r ich , Ann A rb o r, M ich., p resid en t-e lect, and Dr. Lon W . M orrey , Chicago, editor. The 
three w ill rece iv e  certifica tes  from  the B .D .A . at a cerem on y during the centennial sess ion  
Sept. 14-1 8 in New York.

D r. G. Lotan Venning, new ly-insta lled  president 
o f the B ritish  Dental A ssocia tion  for 1959-60, 
has accused  that country 's  governm ent of failing 

its obligation to the children under the national health serv ice . Dr. Venning made the charge 
during an address at the A s s ocia tion 's  annual con ference. The governm ent, Dr. Venning 
d eclared , ignored  B .D .A . advice that the ca re  o f ch ild ren 's  teeth is the basis on which any 
national schem e should be founded. Although 98 per cent of sch ool ch ildren  have dental d is 
ease, he said many rem ain untreated. P resident of the B ritish  organization asserted  it was an 
e r r o r  to tell the population that free  treatm ent would be available fo r  everyone. This m istake, 
he explained, has been responsible  for producing the present " unsatisfactory" state of a ffa irs . 
Said D r. Venning:

BRITAIN FAILS ITS CHILDREN, 
DECLARES HEAD OF B.D .A.

The dental p ro fess ion  has done its best to m eet the new conditions of p ractice , but a 
sense of frustration  frequently checks real p rogress . It m ay be that in a few years 
these d ifficu lties w ill becom e re so lv e d : that we shall have learned how to adapt the 
incongruities of a state serv ice  to the a g e -o ld  princip les o f the free  practitioner 
taking com plete responsib ility  fo r  the treatm ent of his patient.



-  3 -

A.D.A. TESTIMONY ON KEOGH-SIMPSON BILL DELAYED
 L ack  of tim e prevented the A ssocia tion  and severa l other groups fro m  presenting testim ony 

on the K eogh-S im pson  b ill June 17 before  the Senate Finance Com m ittee. Som e 23 w itnesses 
w ere lined up to testify  fo r  the H ouse-approved  b ill (H .R. 10), but only 4 w ere heard . The 
A .D .A . had been listed  as No. 6 w itness. Its testim ony is expected to be given at later hearings, 
probably in July.

R ep re s entatives of se lf - em ployed groups who 
did testify  disputed U.S. T reasu ry  Departm ent 
estim ates of revenue lo s s  i f  the b ill is enacted. 

T reasury  had fo re ca s t  f ir s t  year lo s s  would be $ 365 m illion , but spokesm en fo r  A m erican  
Thrift A ssem b ly  put the figure at $ 75 to $ 100 m illion . K eogh-Sim pson b ill would allow  lim ited  
tax d e ferra ls  on incom e set aside by se lf-em p loy ed  persons fo r  the purpose of setting up 
retirem ent p rogra m s.

BACKERS DISPUTE ESTIM ATE 
ON REVENUE LOSS FROM  BILL

COOK-WAITE FIRM GIVES $ 3 ,500 IN SUPPORT OF CENTENNIAL NIGHT

C ook-W aite L a b ora tories , Inc., New Y ork, has contributed $ 3 ,500 as partial support fo r  
centennial night being held Sept. 15 at Carnegie Hal l. L . D. Caulk C o., M ilford , D el., ea r lie r  
had m ade a s im ila r  grant to the event, expected to be a socia l highlight of the centennial 
sess ion . P rog ra m  fo r  the evening w ill feature the Howard B arlow  O rch estra .

START WORK ON NEW BUILDING OF NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE

Groundbreaking cerem on ies fo r  the new $ 7  m illion  building of the National L ibrary  of 
M edicine have been held at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. When com pleted  in 
1961, the new structure w ill house the w orld 's  greatest co llection  of m ed ica l literature. The

c ollection  now is  in an outmoded structure at 7th and Independence Avenue, S.W ., Washington,
D.C. The new building w ill have five f lo o rs , three of which w ill be below  ground leve l. Space 

will be provided  fo r  a m illion  and a quarter bound volum es. A t the cerem on ies  was D r. B asil 
G. Bibby of R och ester , N .Y ., who represents the dental p ro fession  on the L ib ra ry 's  board  of 
regents.

'DENTURIST' LEGISLATION DEFEATED IN TWO MORE STATES
L egisla tu res of two m ore  states—Californ ia  and M ichigan — h ave re je cted  proposa ls  which 

would have authorized non-dentists to provide prosthetic  se rv ices  d irectly  to the public. This 
brings to six  the num ber of state leg is la tu res that have refused to support s o -c a lle d  "d en 
tu rist "  leg isla tion  during 1959. Other states in which b ills  have m et defeat are G eorgia, 
Nevada, Oklahoma and Washington. The C aliforn ia  action m arked defeat fo r  the second of two 
proposa ls  aim ed at regulating the p ractice  o f "m echanical dentistry ." The M ichigan bills  
sought establishm ent of a state board  of "d enturology" em powered to regulate and licen se  
"d enturologists" and "d enturologica l" la b o ra tor ies . M eanwhile, in Illinois a "denturist” b ill 
died in a com m ittee of the low er house, while action  on a com panion m easure was still pending 
in the senate.

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HEARS A.D.A. STAND ON ARMY -AIR FORCE DENTAL BILLS
The A sso c ia tio n 's  case supporting the A rm y and A ir  F o rce  Dental b ills  now in both houses 

of C ongress was presented to the Departm ent of D efense during a con feren ce  June 29 in 
Washington, D .C . It was hoped the A .D .A . stand on the b ills  would help the Departm ent in 
fram ing its recom m endations to C on gress. The A ssocia tion  believes the leg is la tion  would 
im prove organization and adminis tration of dental s e rv ice s  in the A rm y and A ir  F o r c e . Chief 
governm ent re p rese ntative was Charles C. Finucane, assistant secre ta ry  of defense. On hand 

f or the A ssocia tion  w ere D r. C. W illard C am alier, assistant secre ta ry  of A .D .A . and head of its 
W a s h in g to n  o ffice ; D r. Ralph E . C reig , C leveland, and Bernard J. Conway, Chicago, chairm an 

and secre ta ry  resp ective ly  of the Council on Legisla tion ; and D r. Thom as F . P ow ers , P la in 
fie ld , N .J., and H erbert C. L a ss iter, Chicago, chairm an and secretary  of the Council on 
F ederal Dental S erv ices .
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MISSISSIPPI HEALING PROFESSIONS SALUTE A.D.A. CENTENNIAL
Healing arts p ro fession s  of M ississ ip p i jo in ed  in paying tribute to the A .D .A . centennial  

June 23 during the 84th annual m eeting o f the M ississ ip p i Dental A ssocia tion  in B iloxi. The 
salute m arked the f irs t  tim e the state ' s healing p ro fession s  had com bined to honor one of their 
num ber, accord in g  to Dr. C arl W. N orw ood J r ., president of the M iss iss ip p i society . They 
presented  the A .D .A . with a bound volum e containing severa l item s relating to the centennial. 
The volum e was accepted  for  the A ssocia tion  by Dr. P e rcy  T. P h illips  of New York, president. 
O thers from  the A .D .A . o ffic ia l fam ily  who participated w ere Dr. Lon W. M orrey , Chicago, 
ed itor, and three tru ste e s—Dr. Howard B. H iggins, Spartanburg, S.C ., fifth d istrict; Dr. E.
Jeff Justis, M em phis, Tenn., sixth, and Dr. M aynard K. Hine, Indianapolis, Ind., seventh.

OHIO SURVEY SHOWS TOOTH DECAY REDUCED MORE THAN 20 PER CENT IN 5 YEARS
Tooth decay in Youngstown, Ohio sch ool ch ildren  has been reduced  m ore than 20 per cent 

in the last five y e a rs . This was d isc losed  by the second dental survey conducted since fluoride 
was introduced into the c ity ' s water in 1952. The survey also indicated that sch ool ch ildren  
who have not been getting fluoridated water have a 33 per cent higher decay rate. Dr. R obert 
V. C. C arr, chairm an of the Corydon P a lm er Dental S ociety 's  survey com m ittee, announced 
resu lts  o f the checkup. It covered  8,238 sch ool ch ildren  in firs t , sixth and ninth grades. Dr. 
C arr said the full e ffect of fluoridation  on tooth decay in Youngstown w ill not be known until a 
third survey is com pleted  in 1964, som e 10 years after the initial study was made. H ere are 
som e resu lts from  the second su rvey :

1. M axim um  benefits o f fluoridation  showed up in firs t  grad ers . The 1959 survey 
d isc losed  a 49 per cent d ecrease  in the DMF average fo r  this group com pared  with 
the 1954 checkup. Dr. C arr said continued im provem ent is expected in firs t  grade 
teeth, but the percentage reduction probably w ill drop in the next survey.

2. The checkup revealed  that students surveyed in 1959 had 25 per cent le ss  bad
teeth than those in 1954. This phase of the survey took into account m issing teeth
o r  teeth that could not be saved and had to be extracted.

3. Only 55 per cent of the students exam ined in the 1959 checkup needed som e den
tal care  com pared  with 68.5 per cent in the 1954 survey. This constituted a 20 per 
cent reduction.

F luoridation  is  not a topic of general in terest 
to the public in m ost countries, accord in g to a 
survey prepared by the S ecretariat of the F e d 

eration  Dentaire Internationale. The survey cited  need for  educational program s sim ilar to 
the one in the United States to advise resp ective  publics of benefits obtainable from  fluoridated 
drinking water. It was noted that apart from  the U.S. and Canada p rin cip les  o f the procedure 
are not im plem ented with governm ent support on a national sca le  in any country. Chile and 
C zechoslovakia  w ere found to be proceed ing with fluoridation on a large sca le . H owever, the 
survey d isc losed  that several countries have con sidered  it desirab le  to conduct their own 
re se a rch  to determ ine the e ffects  o f fluoridation . Other fa ctors , such as finance and lack  of 
com m unity water se rv ice , w ere determ ined by the survey to be influencing spread of flu orid a 
tion.

EDUCATION ON FLUORIDATION 
NEEDED, SURVEY REVEALS

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
D r. P e rcy  T. Ph illips o f New Y ork, A .D .A . president, was to attend a m eeting of the C om 

m iss ion  on Survey of D entistry today and tom orrow  in Washington, D .C … Dr. Sunder J.
V aziran i of C hicago, instructor in ora l surgery  at R esearch  and Education H ospital, U niversity 
o f Illin o is , is  the f irs t  citizen  of India to be e lected  a m em ber o f the A m erican  Society of O r a l  
S urgeons… C ol. M aurice C. Harlan has been appointed deputy assistant for  dental s e rv ice s ,
U.S. A ir  F o rce  Dental C orps, e ffective  today. C olonel Harlan w ill act as assistant to M aj. Gen. 
Jam es S. C athroe.
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