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CENTENNIAL SESSION - NEW YORK - SEPT. 14-18

N e w s  L e t te r
V ol. 12, No. 9 - Monday, June 1, 1959

ARMY AND AIR FORCE DENTAL BILLS NOW IN BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS; 
NEW MEASURES WOULD GIVE PROFESSION CONTROL OVER DENTAL PROGRAMS

B ills  designed to give greater independence in adminis tration to the A rm y and A ir  F o rce  
dental se rv ice s  w ere in the U.S. Senate this w eek follow ing the introduction o f s im ila r  m easures 
in the House of R ep re sentatives. Legisla tion  to c o r re c t  inadequacies in the two se rv ice s  has 
long been sought by the A .D .A . The Senate b ills  (S. 1993 and S. 1994) w ere presented  M ay 19 
by Sen. Jackson (D ., Wash.) and are s im ilar to the A rm y and A ir  F o rce  dental b ills  (H. R. 5984 
and H. R. 5985) that w ere introduced in the House on M arch 24 by Rep. R ivers  (D .,S .C .). It was 
Rep. R ivers  who in 1945 spon sored  legislation  that set up the present adminis trative status of 
the Navy Dental C orps. The new bills  fo r  the A rm y and A ir F o r c e , by giving dental o f fic e r s  in 
the two serv ices  m ore authority for  adminis trative decisions involving p ro fess ion a l s e rv ice s , 
would help to assure the highest quality of dental ca re  to m ilitary  personnel. The e ffic ien cy  of 

 den ta l p ra ctice  in  th e  tw o  serv ices  w ou ld  a lso  b e  a id ed  b y  im p rov ed  m ora le  o f d en ta l o fficers  
a n d  th e  p robab ilities  o f lessen ed  tu rn over o f d en ta l m an p ow er in  th e  A rm y an d  A ir F orce . O n e 
p u rpose  o f th e  b ills  w ou ld  be  to  m eet th e  n eed  for  th e  sen ior  d en ta l o fficer a t an y  m ajor  in sta l­
la tion  to  be  resp on sib le  d irectly  to  th e  com m an d in g  o fficer for op era tion  o f th e  d en ta l serv ice . 
"B y  g iv in g  grea ter respon sib ility  an d  con tro l to  th e  tw o den ta l corps, m an y o f th e  in adequ acies  
t h a t  e x is t  w o u ld  b e  c o r r e c te d  o n  a  p e r m a n e n t  b a s is ,"  D r . R a lp h  E . C r e ig , o f  C le v e la n d , 
chair­ man of the A.D.A. Council on Legislation, said. 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR SELF-E MPLOYED RETIREMENT PLAN GIVEN IN SENATE

Strong support for  the p roposa l to perm it lim ited  tax deferra ls  on incom e o f se lf-em p loy ed  
persons to set up retirem ent program s cam e May 19 in the U.S. Senate. The new support was 
given by Sen. Smathers (D ., F la.) who introduced his own bill which is  a lm ost identical to the 
K eogh -Simp son b ill as passed by the House of R epresentatives on M arch 16. The new b ill was 
re fe rre d  to the Senate Finance Com m ittee of which Sen. Sm athers is  a key m em ber. He is  also 
chairm an of the D em ocratic Senatorial Campaign Com m ittee. The Sm athers b ill d iffers  from  
the K eogh -Sim pson m easure only in the date of effectiveness o f the plan, which is  set at 1961 
rather than upon the date of enactment. In presenting the b ill, Sen. Sm athers said: "M illion s 
o f our se lf-em ployed  citizens today are looking to this C on gress to give to them the equivalent 
tax treatm ent which others are presently  enjoying so that they too m ay be able to provide fo r  
the twilight years of their l iv e s ."  S im ilar m easures w ere presented ea r lie r  in the Senate by 
Sen. M orton (R ., Ky.), new chairm an of the Republican National Com m ittee, and Sen. K efauver 
(D ., T e nn.). The A .D .A . is a charter m em ber of the A m erican  Thrift A ssem b ly  which is  urging 
enactment of the program .

SENATE APPROVES INTERNATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH PROGRAM
The Senate May 20 approved 63 to 17 and sent to the House of R epresentatives a p rop osa l 

 " t o  help m obilize the e ffo r ts… of the health p ro fession s  generally, in the United States and 
 abroad, for assault upon d isease , d isability, and the im pairm ents of man and for  the im p ro v e ­
ment o f the health of man through international cooperation  in re se a rch ."  The m easure was
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approved in princip le  by the A .D .A . House of D elegates last N ovem ber in D allas w here Sen. 
H ill (D ., A la .) presented the proposa l. The b ill ca lls  fo r  the establishm ent of a National I n s t i ­
tute fo r  International M edica l R esearch  and a National A d v isory  Council fo r  International 
M edica l R esearch . D r. Matthew H. Besdine, o f B rooklyn, m em ber of the A .D .A . C ouncil on 
L egisla tion , and Dr. G eorge F. P a ffenbarger, o f W ashington, D .C ., ch ief of the A .D .A . resea rch  
staff at the National Bureau of Standards, appeared at hearings on the b ill by the Senate C o m ­
m ittee on Labor and Public W elfare, headed by Sen. H ill. At the conclusion  o f the A .D .A . te s ­
tim ony, Sen. H ill said: "I say again that which I have said a num ber of tim es b e fore , there is  
no associa tion  or  organization  in A m erica  that has appeared before  this com m ittee m ore  co n ­
stru ctive ly  than has the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion ."

LACK OF REGIMENTATION A FACTOR IN WORLD LEADERSHIP 
OF U.S. DENTISTRY, DR. HILLENBRAND TELLS A.D.T.A.

The dental p ro fess ion  o f the United States, m arking the 100th anniversary this year o f the 
A .D .A ., has achieved w orld  leadersh ip  in part because "A m erican s in creasin gly  over  the years 
have wanted a higher standard o f health to be a part o f a higher standard of liv in g ," D r. H arold 
H illenbrand, o f C hicago, A ssocia tion  secre ta ry , told the A m erican  Dental Trade A ssocia tion  
May 28 at its annual m eeting in H ollyw ood Beach, F la. A s one reason  fo r  the outstanding d eve l­
opm ent o f the p ro fess ion  in the United States, Dr. H illenbrand pointed to the absence o f gov ern ­
ment regim entation of the health scien ces . He said:

This is not to say that governm ent does not have a proper ro le  in protecting and 
safeguarding the health of a ll its citizen s , fo r  it does. This is  to say, how ever, 
that as, in many countries, the intervention o f governm ent can p roceed  to the point 
w here p ro g re ss  is  halted under the great p ressu res  of con form ance, cost, s ize  and 
p o lit ics .

Dr. H illenbrand cited  the National Health S erv ice  schem e in G reat Britain as an exam ple o f  
wide governm ent control. In 10 years of the plan, he said, one new hospital has been built  
while in the United States in the last six  years , 7,000 hospital beds have been added. "The 
answ er is  not governm ental intervention but strong voluntary program s with governm ental 
assistan ce  through states and co m m unitie s ,"  he said. Dr. H illenbrand noted that the dental p r o ­
fe ss ion  depends on a w ork  fo rce  of nearly  200,000 people. "A  strong p ro fess ion  depends on a 
strong trade industry and on w ell-tra in ed  a u x ilia r ies ,"  he said.

PROGRESS AGAINST VINCENT'S INFECTION REPORTED BY A.D.A. SCIENTIST
An A .D .A . senior resea rch  associa te  at the National Institute o f Dental R esearch  has 

reported  the f irs t  su ccessfu l production o f lesions in anim als from  the in jection  o f o ra l bacteria  
associa ted  with V incent's  infection . Dr. Edward G. Ham pp, d irector  o f the A s s ocia tion 's  
re se a rch  division  at the Institute, told how he and a c o -w o rk e r , Dr. Stephen E. M ergenhagen of 
the N.I.D .R ., found a b scesses  in the tissues o f rabbits and guinea pigs at the sites in jected  
with cultures of the sp iroch etes. It was Dr. Hampp who in 1943 developed the f irs t  m ethod for 
grow ing m asses  of these bacteria  in the laboratory . P roduction  of the lesions in anim als opens 
the way fo r  studying the d isease p ro ce ss  under con tro lled  conditions with the p oss ib ility  o f 
devising m ethods of prevention. The findings w ere reported  May 14 before the S ociety  o f 
A m erica n  B a cterio log ists  in St. Louis.

JOINT CODE SOUGHT FOR DENTISTS, PHYSICIANS, LAWYERS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
An in terp rofession a l code for  dentists, physicians and law yers is  being drafted in New 

H am pshire by representatives of state socie ties  o f the three p ro fession s. The proposed  code 
fo llow s a m eeting join tly  of the three p ro fession s  on M ay 9 in C oncord . Each of the so c ie t ie s  
nam ed three m em bers to specia l com m ittees to w ork on the proposal. R epresentatives o f 
the New H am pshire Dental S ociety  named to the code com m ittee by Dr. E lwood F. M ac Rury, o f  
M anchester, the president, are Dr. H arold Copeland, o f R ochester; D r. W illiam  Stuart, o f 
C larem ont, and Dr. Thom as G allagher, o f C oncord .
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90,000 DENTAL X -R A Y  UNITS 
IN USE IN UNITED STATES

D r. R obert J. N elsen , o f R ock v ille , M d., con su lt­
ant on radiation to the C ouncil on Dental 
R esearch  and A .D .A . representative on the Main 

Com m ittee of the National C om m ittee on Radiation P rotection , pointed to the m any steps taken 
by the A ssocia tion  in reducing the contribution o f the p rofession  to the total exposure of the 
public to ionizing radiation. "W hile the e x e rc ise  of p roper radiation hygiene in the dental o ffice  
is not as com plex  as in other fie lds of health and industry ," he said, "the dentist has not taken 
his resp on sib ilities  lightly fo r  there are m ore  than 90,000 dental x -r a y  m achines in the United 
States." Dr. N elsen said the type of needed team  approach on a m atter that u ltim ately con cern s  
public health on a national basis can best be coordinated  by the P ublic Health S erv ice .

'NEED FOR SECRECY HAS 
LARGELY DISAPPEARED1

D r. Arthur H. Wuehrmann, associa te  dean of the 
Dental School, U niversity  of A labam a, and dental 
representative on the National A d v isory  C o m ­

m ittee on Radiation to the P ublic Health S erv ice , said that the con tro l aspect o f radiant energy 
vested  in the A tom ic Energy C om m ission  "was born out of a need fo r  s e c r e c y ."  He added: "T h is 
requirem ent has large ly  disappeared, and, with the ever-expanding use and production  o f radiant 
energy, a need fo r  checks and balances is  becom ing in creasin gly  evident."

INCREASE TO $10,164,000 RECOMMENDED FOR DENTAL RESEARCH
A recom m endation that appropriations be in creased  to $ 10,1 64,000 fo r  dental health and 

 resea rch  activ ities  ca rr ie d  out under the auspices of the National Institute of Dental R esearch  
was made by a representative of the A .D .A . in testim ony May 18 be fore  a Senate A ppropriations 
subcom m ittee. Dr. Raym ond J. Nagl e, o f New Y ork, m em ber of the A .D .A . C ouncil on Dental 
Education, noting that the H ouse of R ep re s entatives had approved a figure of $ 9,725,000, said 
the additional $ 4 39,000 was recom m ended prin cipa lly  to assure an adequate num ber of resea rch  
fellow ships under the program . Dr. Nagle, who is  dean of the C ollege  of D entistry, New Y ork  
U niversity and p res id en t-e le ct  o f the A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Dental S ch ools, told the su b com ­
m ittee on labor, health, education and w elfare : "In this year m arking the 100th ann iversary  of 
the founding of the A m erican  Dental A s s ociation , the dental p ro fess ion  looks with pride upon the 
achievem ents that have been made in im proving the dental health of the people and the inroads 
that are being made into the causes o f dental d isease and the m eans o f preventing them . . . . .H ow ­
ever, it should be pointed out that despite the significant p rogress  that has been m ade, m uch 
m ore rem ains to be done."

'DENTURIST' BILLS INTRODUCED IN ILLINOIS STATE LEGISLATURE
As had been anticipated, " denturist" b ills  w ere presented in the Illin o is  G eneral A ssem b ly  

last week. Identical version s introduced in the upper and low er house would give licen sed  "d en - 
tu rists" the right to deal d irectly  with the public in repairing prosthetic appliances. There 
would be a specia l state licensing board. "D enturist" b ills  have been defeated in two previous 
sessions of the state legislature at Springfield. In the Senate, the new b ill has been re fe r re d  to 
the licen su re  and m isce llan y  com m ittee which M ay 27 was to con sider a b ill supported by the 
Illinois State Dental Society fo r  amendment of the state dental p ra ctice  act. E a rlie r  the so c ie ty 's  
m easure passed  the House o f R epresentatives by a vote of 150 to 0. In C a liforn ia , one o f two 

 proposa ls  in the state legislature to regulate the p ractice  of "m ech an ica l dentistry" has been 
killed.

TRANSFER OF RADIATION HAZARD CONTROL RECOMMENDED
R epresentatives of the A .D .A . testified  at Senate hearings M ay 15 in favor o f a m easure 

to transfer prim a ry  r esponsibility  for safety m easures against radiation hazards from  the 
A tom ic E nergy C om m ission  to the U.S. P u blic Health S ervice. The hearings, concluded last 
week, w ere conducted by the health subcom m ittee of the Senate Labor and P u blic  W elfare 
C om m ittee. M r. B ernard J . Conway, o f C h icago, secre ta ry  of the C ouncil on L egisla tion , 
reported  that the A .D .A . Council on Dental R esearch  had approved the m easure in princip le  
"as an effective  m ethod for  protection  against undue and harm ful m an-m ade radiation and fo r  
maintaining public confidence in and appreciation  fo r  the diagnostic use o f dental x -r a y s ."
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EIGHT DENTISTS TO SPEAK AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGED

Eight m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion  w ill appear on the p rogram  at the firs t  national 
con feren ce  of the Joint Council to Im prove the Health C are of the A ged to be held June 12-13 in 
W ashington, D .C ., at the Sheraton-Park  Hotel. The con ference w ill be attended by som e 500 
representatives of state affiliates associa ted  with the four m em ber groups of the council. They 
are the A .D .A ., the A m erican  H ospital A ssocia tion , A m erican  M edica l A ssocia tion  and the 
A m erican  N ursing Home A ssociation . E fforts  are  being d irected  toward each state dental s o c i ­
ety being represented  by two m em bers. One purpose of the con feren ce  w ill be to help pave the 
way fo r  the White House C onference on Aging scheduled for January, 1961. Additionally, 
in form ation  gained at the con feren ce w ill have broad application in setting up state joint councils  
to be ca lled  by governors preceding the White H ouse C on ference. P articipation  should also help 
assu re  that dentistry achieves a proper ro le  in the state joint council m eetings. Inform ation 
about the m eeting can be obtained from  the executive secre ta ry  of the Joint Council, M r. Howard 
I . W ells J r ., 139 N. C lark  St., Chicago 2.

TOPICS INCLUDE 'PROVIDING 
HOME DENTAL TREATM EN T'

Am ong dentists participating in the program  
are D r. Maynard K. Hine, o f Indianapolis , 
A .D .A. trustee, who w ill speak in connection  

with a sym posium  on " What Is a R ea listic  Attitude Tow ard the A g e d ? " ;  Dr. H erbert K. C ooper, 
d irector  of the C left Palate C lin ic at L ancaster, Penn.; Dr. Donald J. Galagan, assistant ch ief 
o f the D ivision  o f Dental Public Health o f the U.S. P ublic Health S erv ice , who w ill appear in 
connection  with a sym posium  on "A ssess in g  Com m unity Health Needs and R esou rces  o f the 
A g e d ,"  and Dr. H arry Lyons, o f R ichm ond, Va., past president of the A .D .A ., who w ill p reside  
at a luncheon and introduce G overnor R obert B. M eyner, o f New Jersey . Others are Dr. E rnest 
B. Nuttall, o f B a ltim ore, m em ber of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health, who w ill d iscu ss a 
sym posium  on "M ethods of Financing Health C are of the A ged"; Dr. Leonard Reichm an, o f
Philadelphia, assistant ch ief of dental se rv ice  at the A lbert E instein M edical Center, who w ill
speak on " The Dental Home Care P rog ra m  in Philadelphia"; Dr. Stanley Lotzkar, of Kansas 
C ity, c lin ic  d irector  o f a chronic d isease study, whose subject w ill be "E xperien ces in P rov id ­
ing Home Dental C are for the C hron ica lly  I l l ,"  and Dr. John C. V ersn el J r ., o f St. Louis, d ir e c ­
tor o f the ora l su rgery  department at St. Louis U niversity.

NAME NEW STAFF MEMBERS TO BUSINESS OFFICE, PUBLIC INFORMATION

Appointm ent of two new m em bers to the A .D .A . staff, e ffective M ay 25, has been announced 
by D r. H arold Hillenbrand, A ssocia tion  secre ta ry . M r. R obert W. N ewport, o f Chicago, has 
been nam ed assistant business m anager and M r. M el G arbar, o f C h icago, has been appointed an 
assistant d irector  o f the Bureau of P ublic Inform ation. M r. Newport com es to the A ssocia tion  
from  five and a half years as personnel d irector  of the Bankers L ife and Casualty Co. P r e v i­
ously , he served  in the A rm y in K orea. M r. Newport attended E astern  Illinois State U niversity 
and N orthw estern U niversity and rece ived  a ba ch e lor 's  degree in psychology from  DePaul 
U niversity. M r. G arbar joins the Bureau of P ublic Inform ation after three and a half years as 
publicity  d irector  o f Durkin and R ader, C hicago public relations and advertising agency. B efore  
then, he was fo r  two years public relations associa te  at A rm our R esearch  Foundation of Illinois 
Institute of T echnology and before that tim e, served  on the ed itoria l staff o f the Champaign 
(Ill.) N ew s-G azette . M r. G arbar was awarded a b ach elor 's  degree in journalism  from  the 
U niversity  o f Illin ois.

S. S. WHITE, A.D.T.A. GRANT TEACHING FELLOWSHIP AWARDS
Two dental teaching fellow ship awards have been announced. A specia l award in honor of 

the 100th ann iversary  of the A .D .A . has been granted to W alter Arnett D oyle, a senior dental 
student at the School o f Dentistry, E m ory  U niversity. The award, a grant of $ 4,500, was given 
by the S. S. White Dental Manufacturing C o., Philadelphia, as a salute to the Centennial o f the 
A ssocia tion . M r. Doyle w ill study fo r  an advanced degree in pedodontics this fall at the C o lle g e  
of D entistry, U niversity of Nebraska. In the second grant, Dr. Edgar N. C ole for the second 
year was chosen to rece ive  the A m erican  Dental Trade A ssocia tion  Teaching Fellow ship A w a rd . 
D r. C ole is a postgraduate student in ane s the s io logy  at the School of D entistry, U niversity of 
P ittsburgh. Both award winners w ere chosen  by the Fund for  Dental Education.
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