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CENTENNIAL SESSION - NEW YORK - SEPT. 14-18

News Letter
V ol. 12, No. 7 -  F riday, May 1, 1959

DENTISTS URGED TO COOPERATE IN 1959 SURVEY OF DENTAL PRACTICE
N early one-half o f the nation ' s dentists w ill be asked to cooperate in a survey o f dental 

p ractice  to be conducted by the A .D .A . Bureau o f E conom ic R esearch  and Statistics in m id -M ay. 
A specia l purpose of the 1959 study is  to obtain factual data regarding dental p ractice  that can 
be used in considering insurance program s fo r  dentistry. The inform ation is a lso  needed to 
counteract m isin form ation  being used in som e proposed  schem es involving dental health. It w ill 
be of particu lar value to representatives of the p ro fess ion  who need to deal with governm ent and 
private agencies in program  planning. " What is needed basica lly  is  an accurate p icture o f the 
amount and type o f  dental se rv ice s  being given throughout the country together with the age and 
sex of patients receiving the s e r v ic e s ," M r. B . Duane Moen, d irector  o f the Bureau of E conom ic 
R esearch  and Statistics, said. The firs t  part o f the questionnaire w ill deal with general in fo r ­
m ation about the p ractice  o f the individual dentist and the second part w ill be a chart on which 
the dentist w ill be requested to keep a re co rd  o f one day of p ractice  during the week o f M ay 18. 
Each questionnaire w ill be without indentification and no signature w ill be required . Dentists 
who rece ive  the questionnaire are urged to cooperate  in providing the requested inform ation . 
The resu lts of the study w ill provide a yardstick  against which the individual dentist w ill be 
enabled to m easure his own p ra ctice . Dentists participating in the survey can request an 
advance sum m ary of resu lts by returning a p ostcard  that w ill be enclosed  with the question ­
naire.

100,000 PRELIMINARY PROGRAMS FOR CENTENNIAL SESSION DISTRIBUTED

A s a forerunner to the A .D .A . Centennial Session , 100,000 cop ies o f a prelim in ary  program  
for  the m eeting have now been distributed to all m em bers of the A ssocia tion , to dentists abroad 
planning to attend the New Y ork m eeting and that o f  the Federation  D entaire Internationale and 
to o ffic ia ls  o f a llied  p rofession a l organ izations. The Centennial S ession  w ill be held Sept. 14-18 
in New Y ork City. The F .D .I. is holding its 47th annual session  sim ultaneously with that o f  the 
A ssocia tion . The prelim in ary program  is noteworthy for  several features. One is a detailed 
a rtic le  on activ ities and serv ices  of the A ssocia tion . Another is an a rtic le  on the F .D .I. And 
the third is a con cise  report on the scien tific  p rogram , revealing its unusually com prehensive 
aspect. Included also are descriptions o f the m any special events being held in connection  with 
the Centennial Session  and an interesting d escrip tion  o f New Y ork City. The 135- page volum e 
contains an application fo r  housing reservations at the five-day  m eeting. A m ple hotel a c co m ­
m odations are available. The application should be sent to the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  
Housing Bureau, P .O . Box 5440, Chicago 7.

$9,725,000 VOTED FOR DENTAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING PROGRAMS

An appropriations b ill, carrying a $  2,305,000 increase fo r  dental resea rch  and training 
grants, was b e fore  the House o f Representatives fo r  action A pril 30. The in cre a s e —$ 305,000 
m ore  than was recom m ended by the A .D .A . in congressiona l testim ony A p ril 15 —was approved 
by the House A ppropriations Com m ittee to m ake fo r  a total o f $ 9,725,000 for  program s to be 
ca rr ied  out under the auspices o f  the National Institute o f  Dental R esearch  fo r  the new fis ca l
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year, beginning July 1. The flo o r  leader for  the b ill, which includes funds for  the Departm ent 
o f Labor and the Department o f Health, Education and W elfare, is Rep. Fogarty (D., R .I.), 
chairm an o f the subcom m ittee that recom m ended the in crease fo r  the dental p rogram s.

BILLS TO REGULATE 'MECHANICAL DENTISTRY' IN CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE
H earings are scheduled to be held M ay 19 on proposa ls be fore  the low er house of the 

C aliforn ia  state legislature that would regulate the p ractice  o f "m echanical dentistry ." Two 
s im ila r  b ills  ca ll fo r  the creation  o f  a state board  o f dental technician  exam iners to be c o m ­
posed o f  three dental laboratory ow ners, three dental technicians and "one m em ber from  
organ ized  la b o r ." "M echnical dentistry" is defined as "the construction , making, alteration or  
repairing o f any and all a rtific ia l appliances and restorations used o r  p laced in the human 
m outh ." O b servers  indicated that the m easures could give dental technicians the right to make 
and rep a ir  prosthetic appliances "en tire ly  independent o f a licen sed  dentist." In Illinois, a 
s o - ca lled  " denturist" b ill was expected to be introduced this week in the state legislature at 
Springfield . "D enturist" b ills  w ere presented in the Illinois legislature tw ice previously , in 
1955 and 1957. Inform ation was that the new m easure would be introduced in the Senate rather 
than in the low er house where the e a r lie r  b ills  had m et defeat. A  report on the 1958-' 59 
leg is la tive  activ ities o f the "public denturists" appears in the May issu e o f  The Journal o f  the 
A m erican  Dental A ssociation .

1960 A .D.A. APPOINTMENT BOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE
The 1960 A .D .A . Appointment Book, changed somewhat fro m  previous editions, is now 

available. The book contains darker ruled lines than in the past to make easier  the readability 
of the patient's  name and time of appointment. In com pliance with requests, only the hours are 
indicated with one additional line fo r  half- hour appointm ents. L ines fo r  quarter-hour appoint­
m ents have been elim inated. The appointment book has a lea th er-lik e  cover and is  case bound.
It is  available fo r  $  3 from  the A .D .A . O rder Departm ent, 222 E . Superior St., Chicago 11.

INDIANA U. CONFERS HONORARY DEGREE ON DR. LON W. MORREY

D r. Lon W. M orrey , o f  Chicago, ed itor o f The Journal o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , 
was awarded an honorary degree of d octor  o f laws from  Indiana U niversity at cerem on ies 
A p ril 22 m arking the form al dedication o f  the s ch o o l' s new $ 7,350,000 m edica l scien ce  building. 
E a rlie r  in the year, D r. M orrey  rece ived  a distinguished serv ice  award from  the Odontographic 
S ociety  o f  Chicago "in  appreciation o f  his contributions to dental journa lism  and litera tu re ."

FLUORIDATION PROCEDURE FOUND TO BE PRACTICAL FOR NEW YORK CITY

W ater fluoridation  was ca lled  p ra ctica l for  the nation's largest city  in a specia l report 
issued  A p ril 17 by D r. Herm an E . H illeboe, o f  Albany, state health com m ission er o f  New Y ork. 
The rep ort fo r  New Y ork City, based on a study o f the water system s o f  20 m ajor c ities  that 
fluoridate their w ater, was prepared  in the resea rch  d ivision  o f the C ollege o f  Engineering o f  
New Y ork  U niversity. The study was ord ered  by the Health D epartm ent after city o ffic ia ls  had 
questioned the practib ility  of the program  in a city  the size  o f New Y ork. The program  has 
been in operation  fo r  several years in the second and third largest c it ie s  o f the country,
Chicago and Philadelphia. "F rom  a public health viewpoint, on the bas is  o f the inform ation 
subm itted in this report, I see no d ifficu lty  that can 't be overcom e by standard engineering 
p ra ctices  in extending this program  to New Y ork C ity ,"  D r. H illeboe said.
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THERE ARE NO UNSOLVED 
ENGINEERING PROBLEMS

The report m ade these points: (1) F luorides 
w ill not corrod e  pipes o r  becom e too weak to be 
e ffective . (2) There are no insoluble basic  

engineering problem s in the handling o f flu orides, including equipment, control o f the amount o f  
the substance and em ploye safety. (3) P rop er  m ixing o f the fluoride substance requ ires about 
the sam e p ro ce ss  as that used to introduce ch lorine and other ch em ica ls  in water system s. (4)  
The average annual cost o f fluoridation is  seven o r  eight cents fo r  each person  in a com m unity. 
(5) W ater fluoridation  has not a ffected the usefu lness o f  the water to industry.



DEPENDENT DENTAL CARE AT BASES OR PRIVATE OFFICES AUTHORIZED IN BILL

A bill to provide additional dental care  fo r  m ilitary  dependents was introduced in the House 
Representatives last week by Rep. P r ice  (D. I ll). It was the second m easure involving dental 

care fo r  dependents that was presented to C on gress this spring. E a rlie r , Rep. Dent (D. Penn.) 
introduced a b ill to provide " on -th e -b ase" ca re  fo r  dependents. The new est m easure would 
amend the M edicare  A ct to: (1) authorize " com plete dental ca re" in arm ed fo r c e s  fa c ilit ie s , 
subject to the availability  of space and fa c ilitie s  and the capabilities o f the dental staff; (2) 
require the S ecreta ry  of Defense to contract fo r  dental care fo r  dependents " under such in su r­
ance, dental se rv ice  or dental health plan as he con siders  appropriate." On the second point, 
partial payment would be required fo r  dependents over the age of 16. There would a lso  be 
m oderate charges fo r  care  at m ilitary  b ases . Dependents would be perm itted  to choose care  at 
bases or from  a civ ilian  dentist. The b ill was re fe rre d  to the House A rm ed  S erv ices  C om m it­
tee of which Rep. P r ic e  is  a ranking m em ber. It was considered  p oss ib le  that the m easure was 
inspired  unofficia lly  by the A ir  F o rce  to test reaction . Rep. P r ice  has said that the proposal 
" is  designed to com plete the health p rogram  fo r  m ilitary  fa m ilie s ."  The A .D .A . House of 
Delegates last N ovem ber questioned the d esirab ility  at the present tim e of making dental health 
benefits available to m ilitary  dependents under a federa lly -fin an ced  program  and requested a 
further report on the whole subject to be presented  at the 1959 m eeting in New Y ork in 
Septem ber.

GOAL OF 95,000 MEMBERS SET FOR A.D.A. CENTENNIAL YEAR
A goal of 95,000 m em bers has been set fo r  the Centennial Y ear of the A ssocia tion , it was 

announced this week by Dr. A . Brooks Drake, of Huntington, W .Va., chairm an of the A .D .A . 
Council on M em bership . D r. Drake, pointing out that m em bership had reached an a ll-t im e  high 
of 91,505 for  la st year, noted that 3,500 additional m em bers are needed fo r  the 1959 ob jective . 
A s one encouraging aspect of the drive, he pointed to an in crease to date of 1,000 student m em - 

b ers over all o f last year. "W e are hopeful that the 1959 m em bership figure w ill be in keeping 
with the im p ress iven ess  of a Centennial Y ear of a m ajor health organ ization ," D r. B rooks said.

DR. PHILLIPS ADDRESSES NUMEROUS STATE SOCIETY MEETINGS
Dr. P e rcy  T. P h illips, o f New Y ork, president of the A .D .A ., is appearing be fore  a number 

of dental socie ties  this spring. In May, he w ill speak before the Southern C alifornia Dental 
A ssocia tion , the Dental Society of the State of New Y ork, the New Jersey  State Dental Society 
and the South Carolina Dental Society, and in June he will address the Hawaii Dental Society and 
the M ississ ip p i Dental A ssocia tion . In A p ril, he spoke at m eetings of the V irgin ia State Dental 
A ssocia tion , the M ichigan State Dental A ssocia tion , the Kansas State Dental A ssocia tion  and the 
W isconsin State Dental S ociety . A dditionally, in M arch, D r. Ph illips addressed  the Hinman 
Clinic in Atlanta and the G reater Philadelphia M eeting.

HOUSE JUDICIARY UNIT APPROVES A.D.A. CENTENNIAL MEASURE
The Judiciary Subcom m ittee of the House of Representatives on A p ril 20 approved a r e s o ­

lution congratulating the A ssocia tion  on its Centennial Y ear and com m ending dentists in the 
United States fo r  having "ach ieved  w orld -w ide recognition  for their contributions to im proved  
health." E a rlie r , the resolution  was unanim ously adopted by the Senate. Eighty senators 
joined in sponsoring the m easure.

PATTERSON DENTAL SUPPLY COMPANY MAKES $5,000 GRANT TO CENTENNIAL

The M. F . Patterson  Dental Supply Co. has made a grant of $  5,000 to the A .D .A . fo r  use in 
Centennial Y ear activ ities . The grant w ill be used to provide travel grants fo r  outstanding 
dentists from  abroad. The grants w ill enable them to appear on the scien tific  p rogram  at the 
Centennial Session  to be held Sept. 14 through 18 in New York City. Included w ill be resea rch  
men, educators and practitioners from  A rgentina, India, Ireland, Egypt, Sweden, Holland and 
G reece .
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DR. F. A . BULL, WISCONSIN STATE DENTAL DIRECTOR, DIES

Dr. F ran cis  A . Bull, d irector  o f the dental d ivision  of the W isconsin  State Board of Health  
since 1936 and widely known fo r  his activ ities  on behalf of the fluoridation  procedure, died  
A p ril 11 in M ilwaukee. He was 62 years old . D r. Bull in 1939 was f ir s t  v ice -p res id en t of the 
A .D .A . and in m ore  recent years had served  on the A ssocia tion ’ s Council on Dental Health. He 
was a lso  a past president of the A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Public Health D entists. F o r  many 
years he had served  as a m em ber of the W isconsin  delegation in the A .D .A . House of D elegates 
He was a veteran  of W orld War I and II. His dental degree was obtained from  M arquette Uni­
vers ity  and a m a ster 's  degree in public health fro m  the U niversity of M ichigan.

TEST PORTABLE DENTAL EQUIPMENT FOR HOMEBOUND PATIENTS
P ortable dental equipment is  begin tested by the U.S. Public Health S ervice  fo r  use in 

giving home or bedside treatment to patients unable to v is it dentists ' o ffice s . The m ovable 
equipment con sists  of two 45-pound cases  of instrum ents which can be operated from  an o rd i­
nary household e le c tr ica l outlet. An estim ated 5.5 m illion  persons in the United States are too 
disabled to v is it  a dentist.

1959 VOLUME OF 'INDEX TO DENTAL LITERATURE' NOW AVAILABLE
The annual bound volume of the Index to Dental L iterature fo r  1959 is now available and 

can be obtained fo r  $ 10 from  the A .D .A. O rder Departm ent, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11. 
The volum e lis ts  7,580 a rtic les  in English fro m  921 different issu es of dental p eriod ica ls . 
There are 15,759 entries by subject and author.

OKLAHOMA SOCIETY LAUNCHES FOUNDATION WITH TEACHER-TRAINING WORKSHOP
A  one- day workshop on dental health education fo r  health in stru ctors  at teach ers ' co lleges  

throughout the state was the initial p ro je c t  o f a dental foundation established by the Oklahoma 
State Dental A ssocia tion . A rtic le s  of in corporation  for  the Oklahoma Dental Foundation fo r   
R esearch  and Education w ere signed at a w orkshop of the society  in Oklahoma City. The board 
of trustees con sists  of nine m em bers, headed by Dr. V. C. T isdal J r ., Elk City, Okla., with Mr 
B ert C astleberry , o f Oklahoma City, executive secre ta ry  of the socie ty , as secre ta ry  of the 
foundation. Tentative plans have a lso  been drawn fo r  resea rch  into the relationship between 
dental and m ental health, including fie ld  studies in state mental institutions and in  penal 
institutions.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
A .D .A . m em bers are invited to the seventh annual National C ivil D efense Conference to 

be held June 6 in Atlantic City at the T raym ore  H otel. Inform ation about the program , to be 
presented by the A rm y M edical S ervice  under the auspices of the A .M .A . Council on National 
D efense, can be obtained from  the A .D .A . Council on F ederal Dental S e rv ice s… D r. L ester 
Burket, of Philadelphia, chairm an o f the A .D .A . Council on Dental T h erapeu tics, w ill rep resen t 
the A ssocia tion  at the keynote sess ion  of the convention of the National League fo r  Nursing 
to be held May 11-15 in Philadelphia… F or the f ir s t  time in 13 yea rs , the Canadian Dental 
A ssocia tion  w ill hold its national convention in Nova Scotia. The m eeting will take p lace June 
21-24  at the Nova Scotia Hotel in H alifax… T he potentialities of a future International Health 
Y ear w ill be a principal topic at the 2nd National Conference on Health sponsored by the 
National C itizens Com m ittee for  the W orld Health Organization, May 7 -9 , at the Statl er-H ilton  
Hotel in Washington, D.C. D r. H arold H illenbrand, o f Chicago, A .D .A . secretary , is  a m em ber 
o f the organ ization ' s board of d ir e c to r s … F ourteen new resea rch  grants amounting to 
$ 126,251 w ere awarded by the National Institute of Dental R esearch  in M arch… If fo rce d  to 
choose between spending m oney fo r  health resea rch  or "putting the f ir s t  man on the m oon," 
an overw helm ing m ajority  of A m erican s would give dollars to resea rch , accord in g to a surve 
o f space age opinion made fo r  the National A ssocia tion  of Science W riters by the U niversity of 
M ichigan Survey R esearch  Center. The rep ort is  entitled "S ate llites, Science and the P u blic ."
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