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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V o l .  11, N o. 1 -  T h u r s d a y ,  Jan. 2, 1958

A.D.A. TO SEEK INCREASED FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR DENTAL RESEARCH; 
COUNCIL ON LEGISLATION ALSO TO URGE ENACTMENT OF JENKINS-KEOGH BILLS

I n c r e a s e s  in f e d e r a l  su p p ort  f o r  denta l r e s e a r c h  and a p p r o v a l  o f  f e d e r a l  g r a n t s - i n - a i d  f o r  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  teach in g  f a c i l i t i e s  at dental s c h o o l s  w i l l  be  r e q u e s t e d  o f  C o n g r e s s  th is  y e a r  by  
the A m e r i c a n  D en ta l A s s o c ia t i o n .  A t  a m e e t in g  in  C h ic a g o  D e c .  18 and 19, the A .D .A . C o u n c i l  
on L e g is la t io n  l is t e d  the f o r e g o in g  as  two o f  s e v e r a l  f e d e r a l  l e g i s la t iv e  o b je c t i v e s  o f  the A s s o ­
c ia t io n  f o r  1958. C o n g r e s s  w i l l  be a s k e d  to i n c r e a s e  the p r e s e n t  $ 6 ,4 0 0 ,0 0 0  a p p r o p r ia t i o n  f o r  
the N ationa l  Institute  o f  D ental R e s e a r c h  by  at l e a s t  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  D r .  J. C la u d e  E a r n e s t ,  
o f  M o n r o e ,  L a ., C o u n c i l  c h a ir m a n ,  d e c l a r e d .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  u rg e  C o n g r e s s  to 
a p p r o v e  a f i v e - y e a r  p r o g r a m  o f  g r a n t s - i n - a i d  to dental s c h o o ls  f o r  c o n s t r u c t in g  new  te a ch in g  
f a c i l i t i e s .  T w o  p r o g r a m s  p r o v id in g  f o r  a id  to denta l and m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s  a r e  n ow  b e f o r e  
Congress* . T h e y  are :  S. 1922 and H .R . 7841 , in t r o d u c e d  r e s p e c t iv e l y  by  Sen. H il l  (D ., A la . )  and 
R e p .  F o g a r t y  (D ., R .I .), wh ic h  w ou ld  a u th o r iz e  g r a n t s - i n - a id  o f  $ 8 m i l l i o n  p er  y e a r  f o r  f ive  
y e a r s ,  and H .R . 6874, in t r o d u c e d  by  R e p .  H a r r i s  (D ., A r k . )  w h ich  w ou ld  a u th o r iz e  g r a n t s - i n - a i d  
o f  $ 6 m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  f o r  f ive  y e a r s .  T he  la tte r  b i l l  has  a d m in is t r a t io n  su p p o r t .  A d d it io n a l ly ,  
the A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  a c t iv e ly  su p p o r t  the J e n k in s -K e o g h  b i l l s ,  H .R .  9 and H .R . 10, in t r o d u c e d  by  
R e p .  Jen k in s  ( R ., O hio ),  and R e p .  K eo g h  (D ., N .Y . ) .  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n  a re  
e x p e c te d  to t e s t i fy  on th ese  b i l l s  b e f o r e  the H o u se  W ays  and M e a n s  C o m m it t e e  du r in g  the th ird  
w e e k o f  J an u ary . T he  J e n k in s -K e o g h  b i l l s  p r o p o s e  that d e n t is ts  and o th er  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  p e r ­
so n s  be g iv e n  the s a m e  o p p or tu n ity  to e s t a b l i s h  p e n s io n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  i s now  
o f f e r e d  under  f e d e r a l  tax law s  to c o r p o r a t i o n  e m p l o y e e s .  V a r io u s  n ation a l  g r o u p s  s u c h  as  the 
A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  and the A .D .A .  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  
the A m e r i c a n  T h r i f t  A s s e m b l y  w h ich  has b e e n  o r g a n iz e d  to s e e k  e n a c tm e n t  o f  the J e n k in s -  
K eogh  b i l l s .

P R E S ID E N T IA L  B A C K IN G  SOUGHT 
F O R  D E N T A L  R E S E A R C H  BU ILD IN G

In a le t te r  dated  D e c .  30, D r .  W . R .  A ls ta d t ,  o f  
L it t le  R o c k ,  A r k ., A .D .A .  p r e s id e n t ,  f o r m a l l y  
r e q u e s te d  P r e s id e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  to in c lu d e  in 

the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 's  budget f o r  f i s c a l  1959, funds f o r  the c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a b u ild in g  fo r  the 
N ationa l Institute o f  D enta l R e s e a r c h .  In 1956, C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  and P r e s id e n t  E is e n h o w e r  
a p p r o v e d  l e g i s la t i o n  a u th or iz in g  fo u r  m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  f o r  the den ta l  r e s e a r c h  b u i ld in g .  T h e s e  
funds, h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  n e v e r  a p p r o p r ia t e d .  In a d d it ion  to the r e q u e s t  to P r e s id e n t  E is e n h o w e r ,  
the A .D .A .  w i l l  a ls o  f o r m a l ly  r e q u e s t  the C o n g r e s s  to a p p r o p r ia te  funds f o r  the new  b u ild in g  
during  the 1958 s e s s i o n .  The text o f  D r .  A l s t a d t 's  le t te r  to P r e s id e n t  E is e n h o w e r  f o l l o w s :

The A m e r i c a n  D ental A s s o c i a t i o n  u r g e s  you  to in c lu d e  in the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 's  
budget  f o r  f i s c a l  1959 the funds a u th o r iz e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t in g  and equ ipp in g  a 
bu ild in g  fo r  the N ationa l Institu te  o f  D ental R e s e a r c h .
In 1956 you s ig n ed  into law  the l e g i s la t i o n  w h ich  a u th o r iz e d  fo u r  m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  
f o r  the Dental Institute bu ild in g  ( P . L . 732, 84th C o n g r e s s ) .  C o n g r e s s in en a ct in g  
this bu ild ing  fund a u th o r iz a t io n  o v e r w h e lm in g ly  e n d o r s e d  the fa v o r a b le  r e p o r t s  
o f  the Senate and H ou se  C o m m i t t e e s  w h ich  h e ld  h e a r in g s  on  the l e g i s la t i o n .

T he Senate C o m m it te e  on L a b o r  and P u b l i c  W e l fa r e  in its  u n an im ou s r e p o r t  
d e c l a r e d  that " . . .  the s c i e n t i s t s  now  w o r k in g  at the Institu te  a r e  s o  c r o w d e d  
that e f f e c t iv e  w o r k  is  d i f f i c u l t  and e x p a n s io n  a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e "  (Senate R e p o r t  
1719, 84th C o n g r e s s ) .

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.



-  2 -

Again in 1957 the Com m ittee on A ppropriations o f  the House of R epresentatives 
in its rep ort on appropriations for the Departm ent o f Health, Education, and 
W elfare em phasized that the failure to construct a dental resea rch  building could 
not be justified  as an econom ical m ove since the lack o f  space and fa c ilities  was 
having an adverse  effect upon the Institute program  (House R eport 217, 85th 
Congr e ss ).

The dentists of A m erica  know that you support the p ro fess ion 's  dedication to 
resea rch  as the m ost im portant com ponent o f the nation' s dental health program . 
The dental p ro fess ion  and the dental sch ools  look  to the National Institute of 
Dental R esearch  for leadersh ip  and assistan ce . It is vital to the continued 
p rog ress  in dental resea rch  that the Dental Institute scientists have the fa c il i ­
ties and equipment to ca rry  out the functions assigned to them by C on gress and 
expected o f them by the A m erican  people.

In behalf o f the ninety thousand m em bers o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , I 
urge that you include the Dental Institute building fund within the A dm in istra­
tion ' s f is ca l 1959 budget for the Departm ent o f  Health, Education, and W elfare.

14TH CONGRESS ON DENTAL EDUCATION AND LICENSURE TO BE HELD FEB. 1
The 14th C on gress  on Dental Education and L icen su re  w ill be held Feb. 1 at the Conrad 

Hilton Hotel in C h icago. The C on gress, conducted by the A .D .A. Council on Education, w ill 
have as its general topic "Unique P rogra m s in Dental Education." M oderators w ill be D r. 
H arold W. O ppice, o f Chicago, chairm an o f the C ouncil on Education, and D r. W illard C. 
F lem ing, dean, School o f Dentistry, U niversity o f  C aliforn ia . Am ong those participating in the 
program  w ill be: D r. R oy O. G reep, dean, H arvard School o f Dental M edicine; D r. Paul E. 
B oyle, dean, School o f  Dentistry, W estern R eserve  U niversity; Dr. John V . Olson, dean, Uni­
vers ity  o f T exas, Dental Branch; D r, W endell D. P ostle , dean, C ollege o f  D entistry, Ohio State 
U niversity; Dr. Jam es T. Ginn, dean, C ollege o f  D entistry, U niversity o f T ennessee, and Dr. 
W endell L . W ylie, assistant dean, U niversity o f  C a liforn ia .

PATTERSON COMPANY MAKES RESEARCH GRANTS TO 13 SCHOOLS

Thirteen dental sch ools have rece ived  grants o f $600 each from  the M . F. Patterson  Dental 
Supply Com pany, it is  announced by M r. W. O. P atterson , president o f the firm . The grants, 
totalling $7 ,200 , m ay be used for resea rch  or graduate w ork in dentistry. They w ere made on 
behalf o f the firm  and its subsidiaries to dental sch ools  in the areas which they serv e . Schools 
rece iv in g  the grants are: Iowa, L oyola , (New O rleans), M innesota, Kansas City, Creighton, 
N ebraska, O regon, M eharry , Tennessee, B aylor, Texas, Washington (Seattle), and 
M arquette.

A.D.A. OFFICIALS TO SPEAK AT TENNESSEE WORKSHOP, JAN. 17- 18
D r. W alter E . Dundon, chairm an, and M r. B ernard J. B eazley, secre ta ry  o f the A .D .A . 

C ouncil on Dental Trade and L aboratory  R elations, both of Chicago, w ill be among the speakers 
at the 10th annual  W orkshop to be sponsored by the Tennessee State Dental A ssocia tion  at 
N ashville, Jan. 17 and 18. D r. Dundon is  president o f  the Chicago Dental Society. They w ill 
speak on "Dental L aboratory  R elations" with M r. Thom as M . Stratton, o f  N ashville, executive 
secre ta ry  o f the T ennessee Dental L aboratory  A ssocia tion . The program  w ill a lso feature a 
talk on "Dental Health Education" by D r. Ira  V. H iscock , chairm an o f the Departm ent o f Public 
Health, Yale U niversity.

NEW BOOKLET ON ARTIFICIAL DENTURES NOW AVAILABLE FROM A.D.A.
A  n ew ly -rev ised  booklet, "Y our A rtific ia l D entures," prepared by the A .D .A . Bureau of 

Dental Health Education, is now available from  the A .D .A . Order Departm ent. The booklet is  
designed to help the new denture patient by acquainting him with an under s tanding o f the adjust­
m ents he m ust make in using his new dentures and the need for full cooperation  with his dentist. 
C ost o f the booklets is  $ 1 .75 for  25, $2.95 for 50, and $4.85 for 100.
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A.D.A . OPPOSES MILITARY OPERATION OF 'F AMILY DENTAL CLINICS'

The A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  is  fundamentally opposed to the establishm ent o f s o - 
ca lled  " fam ily  dental c lin ic s " at m ilitary  bases for  the provision  of dental ca re  to the depend­
ents o f  m ilitary  personnel, Dr. E. Jeff Justis, o f M em phis, Tenn ., declared  in a statement 
presented in m id -D ecem b er to the Department o f D efense Dental A d v isory  C om m ittee in 
Washington, D .C . D r. Ju stis ' com m ent was stim ulated by the establishm ent o f  "fa m ily  dental 
c lin ics"  at Scott F ie ld  near East St. L ou is, 111., and L ow ry A ir  F orce  Base near D enver. The 
" c l in ic s ,"  under m ilita ry  con trol, em ploy civ ilian  dentists on a sa lary  basis  to provide dental 
care  for  dependents o f  m ilitary  personnel at a low fee. They w ere housed in governm ent build­
ings and used "su rp lu s" dental equipment. In his statement, D r. Justis cited as reasons for  
opposing m ilitary  operation  o f  the "fam ily  c lin ic s "  the following:

F irst, such clin ics  do not and cannot provide to dependents a uniform  standard o f 
dental ca re , which is  the criterion  established by the C ongress o f the United 
States for  any program  purporting to fu lfill the health needs o f the said depend­
ents; second, these c lin ics  represent an effort to change the traditional concepts 
and standards controlling the provision  o f a profession a l leve l o f  dental health 
se rv ice s  to society ; third, they m ay actually constitute a threat to the p ro fe s ­
sional standing o f  such dental personnel as m ay be em ployed in them; fourth, 
they are housed, equipped, operated and adm inistered in such a manner as to 
strongly im pair their legality when viewed against the language of Public Law 
569, and, i f  perm itted to continue in operation, could ultim ately be responsib le  
for the collapse o f a ll efforts to establish  a uniform  and p ro fe s sionally  a ccep t­
able dental program  within the M edicare p rogram ....

The A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  regards as unfortunate the fact that the 
Departm ent o f D efense Dental A dv isory  Com m ittee was not consulted be fore  the 
" fa m ily  dental c lin ics "  w ere established, because the entire problem  presently  
under investigation could have been avoided. Since the authority o f this com ­
m ittee was by-p assed , how ever, the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  now m ust 
m ove the com m ittee to produce a resolu tion  calling for the im m ediate and 
uncom prom ising d ise s tablishment o f  all such c lin ics .

The Dental A d v isory  Com m ittee is  headed by D r. Thomas P . Fox, o f Philadelphia, who 
holds the rank o f brigadier general in the A rm y R eserve  C orps. Other m em bers are D r. 
Justis; D r. P e rcy  T. P h illips, o f New York, A .D .A. p resid en t-e lect; D r. John B rauer, o f Chapel 
H ill, N .C ., dean, School o f D entistry, U niversity o f North Carolina; M aj. Gen. Jam es M. 
E pperly, ch ief o f the A rm y Dental C orps; M aj. Gen. M arvin E. Kennebeck, ch ief o f the A ir  
F orce  Dental C orps, and Rear Adm . Ralph W. M alone, ch ief o f the Navy Dental C orp s . The 
d ecision  of the C om m ittee regarding D r. Justis ' recom m endation has not been m ade public 
pending o ffic ia l action by the Departm ent of D efense.

NEW LIST OF DENTAL BOOKS AND 'PACKAGE LIBRARIES' IS AVAILABLE

A list o f books on dentistry published in the years 1955-1957 together with a listing of 
"package lib ra r ie s "  fo r  loan to A .D .A . m em bers is  now available without charge upon request 
to the Bureau o f  L ib ra ry  and Indexing S erv ice , 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, I l l . There are 
approxim ately 300 new books and about 500 "package lib ra r ie s "  in the list. The latter are 
arranged alphabetically, running from  "a cry lic  res in s" to "zinc p erox id e ." Each "package 
lib rary" consists  o f a co llection  of a rtic les  from  the dental literature relating to a particu lar 
subject.

LOUISIANA DENTAL ASSOCIATION NAMES EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
The Louisiana Dental A ssocia tion  has named M r. Joseph P . Th iriot, o f Chi ckasha, Okla., 

as executive secre ta ry . Since 1950, M r. T h iriot has been executive secretary  and a m em ber of 
the board o f  the Chickasha M illing C o. During the past six years, he has a lso held o ffice  in the 
Oklahoma Seed M an's A ssocia tion , serving as se cre ta ry -trea su rer  and as president.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO A.D.A. RELIEF FUND REACH 80 PER CENT MARK; 
NINE CONSTITUENT SOCIETIES EXCEED QUOTAS FOR 1957- 58 DRIVE

By D ec. 18, contributions to the A .D .A . R e lie f Fund w ere $ 8 1,116.85, m ore than 80 per 
cent o f its $ 1 00,000 goal. Tennessee continued to lead all constituent socie ties  with contribu­
tions equalling 221.2 per cent of its quota. A laska is second with 175 per cent. Two socie ties  
to pass the 100 per cent m ark since D ec. 4 are Nevada and M aryland. The sm aller socie ties  
(quotas under $ 1,000) have contributed 84.3 per cent o f their com bined quota, and lead the 
larger so c ie tie s  by 4 percentage points. D r. H. R. B le ier , o f  M ilwaukee, chairm an o f the 
A .D .A . Council on R elie f, again asks that all dentists who have not as yet m ailed in their con ­
tributions please do so as soon as p ossib le . A  list o f contributions by dental socie ties  to 
D ec. 18 can be found on the accom panying M im eographed page.

DR. ALSTADT APPOINTS TWO SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES
D r. W. R. Alstadt, A .D .A . president, has announced the appointment o f two specia l com ­

m ittees o f the Board o f Trustees as follow s: Special Com m ittee on National W om en's  A u xil­
iary , D r. Arthur F . Schopper, o f Kansas City, chairm an, D r. Howard B. Higgins, o f Spartan­
burg, S.C ., and D r. Edward F . M im m ack, o f  Buffalo, N .Y.; and Special Com m ittee on 
Washington O ffice , D r. Arthur W. Easton, o f Norway, M e ., chairm an, D r. Paul H. Jeserich , of 
Ann A rb or , M ich ., D r. F ritz  A . P ierson , o f L incoln , N eb ., and D r. H arold Hillenbrand (ex o ffi­
c io ), o f C hicago. The f ir s t - named com m ittee has been asked " to develop a proposal fo r  the 
organization o f a W om en's  A uxiliary  to the Am e r ican Dental A ssocia tion  on the basis o f d irect 
national m em bership  in that auxiliary and not on the basis o f a federation  o f existing constituent 
socie ty  au x iliarie s ." The second com m ittee has been given the assignm ent of studying the 
advisability o f expanding the fa c ilitie s  o f the A .D .A . Washington o ffice .

F.D.I. DUES ARE DUE FOR U.S. MEMBERS
Annual dues o f $ 1 5 for supporting m em berships in the Federation  Dentaire Inte r nationale 

for  1958 are now due, it is  announced by D r. Obed H. M oen, 6 M ain St., Watertown, W is ., the 
U.S. treasu rer for the w orld -w ide dental organization. A ll U.S. dentists who hold m em bership  
in the F .D .I. are urged to send in their 1958 dues to D r. Moen as prom ptly as p ossib le . U.S. 
dentists who are not now m em bers and are interested  in becom ing m em bers o f  the F.D .I. 
should w rite D r. M oen at the above address.

FLUORIDATION HANDBOOKS PUBLISHED BY NEW YORK COMMITTEE
Two new handbooks relating to com m unity education on water fluoridation have been pub­

lished  by the Com m ittee To P rotect Our C h ildren 's  Teeth, a c it ize n 's  group headed by D r. 
Benjam in Spock, w ell-know n pediatrician . The handbooks are: Our C h ildren 's  Teeth, a 104- 
page d igest o f expert opinions on various aspects of fluoridation designed to serve as a basic 
re fe ren ce  sou rce , and Gains and Setbacks, a digest o f experiences in m ore  than 30 com m uni­
ties. The latter is  designed fo r  use as a guide in the planning of a public education cam paign. 
Both books m ay be ordered  from  the Com m ittee To P rotect Our C h ildren 's Teeth, 105 E. 22nd 
St., New York 10, N .Y. Our C hildren 's  T eeth is p riced  at $1  and Gains and Setbacks is p riced  
at $1 .50 .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
In N ovem ber, the Small B usiness Adm inistration reported  that it had made loans o f  $46,000 

to three dentists and $ 3 2,500 to two physicians… .F ive hundred persons attended the recent 
M id-W inter Central C alifornia Dental Convention at F resn o . The general chairm an was D r. 
D exter M. Smith, o f Sanger, C a lif ., p resid en t-e lect o f the Fifth D istrict Dental Society o f the 
C aliforn ia  State Dental A ssocia tion … .D r. H erbert K. C ooper, d irector , C left Palate Center, 
L ancaster, P a ., has been appointed a m em ber o f the National A d v isory  Com m ittee on Chronic 
Illness and the Health of the A ged o f  the U.S. Public Health S erv ice . Surgeon G eneral L . E. 
Burney a lso  has announced by appointment of D r. Paul E. B oyle, dean, School of Dentistry, 
W estern  R eserve  U niversity, as a m em ber o f the Public Health S e rv ice 's  A d v isory  Com m ittee 
on the U.S. National Health Survey… .T he National Institutes o f  Health made grants of 
$ 1 ,150,548 in N ovem ber to 110 institutions and individuals to finance dental resea rch  p ro je cts .
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