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BRIEFS
E-pubs update: If

you've noticed a change in the
e-publications the ADA sends,
it's because they've all been
revamped to reflect members’
input on what topics they’d
like to see included.

“The ADA has developed
these e-communications to
bring the membership timely
information and resources that
we need to help keep our

patients healthy, our practices
viable and our profession
strong,” said Dr. Josef Kolling,
chair, ADA Council on Com-
munications. “We realize that
Association members receive a
lot of e-mail, but we feel these
e-pubs offer valuable and
helpful information.” 

The ADA’s e-pubs include: 
• President’s Update—a

roundup of timely ADA and
profession-related news direct-
ly from ADA leadership; 

• Advocacy Update—an
update on legislative activity
affecting the dental profes-
sion; 

• Practice & Thrive—a list
of practice management-relat-
ed tips, tools and resources.
The publication also offers a
version for new dentists; 

Source:  ADA Survey Center
“survey@ada.org”, Ext. 2568

In 2008, 23 percent of general
practitioners and 27 percent of

specialists indicated they were not
busy enough. On the other hand,

6.8 percent of general practitioners
and 8.7 percent of specialists indicated
they were too busy to treat all patients.
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JUST THE FACTS

BY CRAIG PALMER
Costa Mesa, Calif.—Plans offering

pediatric oral services as part of an
essential health benefits package under
the health reform law should facilitate
establishment of a dental home by age

1 for every covered child, the ADA
and American Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry told a national health policy
advisory panel.

The dental organizations offered
written testimony for a National

Academies’ Institute of Medicine
committee, which met March 2-3
toward defining the “essential health
benefits” that health plans must cover
under the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. The IOM com-

mittee on determination of essential
health benefits, which first met Jan.
12-14 in Washington, D.C., is
charged with making recommenda-
tions to the Department of Health

BY KELLY SODERLUND
In an analysis of a Pew study on the

value of adding a dental health thera-
pist to private dental practice, the
ADA challenges the study’s methodol-
ogy, figures, conclusions and projected
financial implications.

“In this analytical review, we have
shown that the Pew report uses unrea-
sonable assumptions, faulty economic
analysis and, thus, delivers erroneous
conclusions, which may well end up
harming rather than helping the cause
they are advocating,” an analysis
issued by the ADA says. 

The Pew Center on the States
issued a report, “It Takes a Team,” in
December 2010 that examined the
financial impact, efficiency and effect
on access to care of incorporating den-
tal therapists or hygienists/therapists
in private practice settings. The study
claimed that by adding those new
allied providers, most practices could
serve more patients, improve produc-
tivity, and maintain or improve profit
margins while increasing access to
dental care, particularly for Medicaid
patients. 

The Pew Center on the States is a
nonprofit organization that says it is a
division of The Pew Charitable Trusts
that identifies and advances solutions

to issues facing states. 
The ADA was not convinced by the

evidence and conducted its own analy-
sis to determine whether its initial
reservations were accurate. 

In particular, the Association ques-
tioned the Productivity and Profit
Calculator Pew suggested dentists use
to estimate the financial impact on
their practices of increasing the num-
ber of Medicaid recipients they treat. 

One of the major claims in Pew’s
study is that the addition of a dental
therapist or hygienist/therapist would
create significantly greater access to
care for Medicaid patients. Not true,
says the ADA. 

The average Medicaid reimburse-
ment rate across the country is 40 per-
cent below market prices, according to
the Pew report. The ADA says the
addition of a new allied provider
would not affect the Medicaid 

See BRIEFS, page 23

Worth the wait: Patients overflow to the hallway outside the waiting room
of the Anchorage Healthy Smile Center Free Dental Emergency Day
Feb. 11 in Anchorage, Alaska. Story, page 23.

■ Drs. Becker,
Stanford obituar-
ies, page four
■ ADA holds cone
beam discussion,
page 14

ADA questions
findings from
Pew DHT study
Says faulty economic
analysis skews results

ADA, AAPD testimony
Essential oral health benefits focus of IOM panel

See BENEFITS, page seven

See FINDINGS, page 12
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Tetric EvoCeram®

NANO-OPTIMIZED COMPOSITE RESTORATIVE

Creamy, sculptable consistency for optimal handling

Innovative refractive index technology for unsurpassed esthetics 

Clinically proven with over 90,000,000 restorations 

A unique chemistry offering the perfect balance of handling, esthetics and durability.

100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION
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The ADA Golden Apple
Awards are an outstanding
way to recognize the people
who have contributed to the
success of dental societies—
including leaders, members
and staff. 

Now in its 22nd year, the
program offers 11 opportuni-
ties for societies to showcase

programs and activities pro-
duced between June 1, 2010,
and May 31, 2011. Societies
can submit entries in any (or
all) of these categories: 

• Legislative Achievement;
• Excellence in Member ship

Recruitment and Retention
Activity;

• Excellence in Dental

Health Promotion to the Public;
• Excellence in Member-Related Services/

Benefits;
• Outstanding Achievement in the Promotion

of Dental Ethics;
• Achievement in Dental School/Student

Involvement in Organized Dentistry;
• Excellence in Science Fair Program Support

and Promotion;
• Excellence in Dentist Well-Being Activities;
• Open Category;
• Excellence in Access to Dental Care Pro-

grams;
• The Green Apple—Excellence in Environ-

mentally Sustainable Programs and Education.
Program materials and entry forms are at

“ADA.org/goldenapple”. The entry deadline is
June 1. ■
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BY KAREN FOX
Marblehead, Mass.—Dr. Norman Becker, 86,

editor emeritus of the Massachusetts Dental
Society, died Feb. 23 after a brief illness. 

A veteran of World War II and the Korean
War, Dr. Becker practiced dentistry for 60 years
in Boston and Revere, Mass., but found his voice
as a chronicler of dentistry through the Journal
of the Massachusetts Dental Society, where he
served as editor for 24 years. 

He led three generations of Becker dentists.
When he became MDS editor emeritus in 2004,
his son and practice partner Dr. David Becker
became editor. David’s son Dr. Todd Belfbecker
became their practice partner five years ago. 

Growing up, Dr. David Becker watched his
father and knew he always wanted to be a den-
tist. “So many of my friends had parents who
complained about having to go to work,” said
Dr. Becker. “I watched my father and saw how
much he enjoyed what he was doing. I inherited
that outlook and passed it on to my son, too.” 

An unconventional part of his childhood
included attending late night jam sessions in
Boston jazz clubs with his father, who treated
many of the musicians. Dr. Becker encouraged
them to play their instruments in the office in
order to diagnose dental problems. With his
partner, Dr. Anthony Minichiello, Dr. Becker’s
patients included jazz greats Louis Armstrong,

Jack Teagarden, Bobby Hackett, Cozy Cole and
Buck Clayton.

Throughout his long career, Dr. Becker was an
inspiring presence who encouraged many young
people to pursue careers in dentistry, said Dr.
Charles Silvius, his practice partner for 20 years. 

“He led people by the strength of his charac-
ter,” said Dr. Silvius, who is also MDS president-
elect. “He always found a way to work with peo-

ple and was a tremendous source of support for
all his family and friends.” 

Something Dr. Becker’s daughter said at his
service resonated with Dr. Silvius, who shared a
38-year friendship with Dr. Becker. “She spoke
of the different career choices that her siblings
made and said that ‘he encouraged all of his chil-
dren to pursue their own dreams even it wasn’t
his dream for them.’ He was probably the most
nonjudgmental person I’ve ever met in my life.” 

Dr. Becker’s intellectual curiosity never waned,
added Dr. Silvius, and even after he stepped
down as editor he continued writing the journal’s
book reviews. “He was unparalleled in lifelong
learning and enjoyed writing reviews because it
gave him an opportunity to read new books. He
always had a thirst for new concepts and ideas.” 

Dr. Becker’s writing is one of his greatest lega-
cies to the profession. “He was very committed
to quality dental journalism,” said Detlef Moore,
executive director of the American Association of
Dental Editors. In 2001, AADE presented Dr.
Becker with its Distinguished Editor Award. 

“He took the Journal of the Massachusetts
Dental Society from a pamphlet to an award-
winning journal,” said Dr. Silvius. “And that was
his vision from the outset.” 

As he transitioned to editor emeritus, Dr.
Becker expressed his gratification for his beloved
profession in “A Fond Farewell,” which was pub-

lished in the Journal of Massachusetts Dental
Society in the summer of 2004 and reprinted in
the Nov. 1, 2004, ADA News. His grandson was
a dental student at the time and the young man’s
experiences with techniques and technologies
inspired Dr. Becker to write about how far den-
tistry has come in his career:  

“My advice to my grandson—and to the read-
ership—is to fully take advantage of all that den-
tistry has to offer. I have always enjoyed practic-
ing dentistry and cherish the relationships I’ve
established with my patients. My profession has
kept my brain stimulated and my quest for
knowledge satisfied, while given me the opportu-
nity to make lifelong friendships with many of
my colleagues. I am eternally grateful for these
opportunities and look forward to the future and
the changes still to come in dentistry.”

Dr. Norman Becker received his dental degree
from Indiana University, was a member of the
North Metropolitan District Dental Society and
a fellow of the American and International Col-
leges of Dentists and Pierre Fauchard Academy.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Barbara;
five children; 14 grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. Services were held Feb. 25.
Memorials may be made to the Massachusetts
Dental Society Foundation, 2 Willow St., #200,
Southborough, MA 01745. ■

—foxk@ada.org
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Massachusetts editor emeritus
Dr. Norman Becker dies at 86

John Stanford, 40-year ADA
employee, honorary member, dies
BY JENNIFER GARVIN

Phoenix—John Stanford, Ph.D., a retired 40-
year ADA employee and driving force in setting
standards for dental products, died Feb. 23. He
was 83.

Dr. Stanford was born in Nashville, Tenn.
From 1945-49, he served in the U.S. Army and
U.S. Army active reserves and from 1952-65
served in the U.S. Air Force reserves, retiring as a
captain in 1965.

It was during his time as an Army dental tech-
nician that Dr. Stanford met his future mentor
Dr. George Paffenbarger, the former director of
the ADA Research Unit. According to his son,
Dr. Clark Stanford, Dr. Paffenbarger encouraged
his father to pursue a career in dental science.
The advice stuck and Dr. Stanford went on to
graduate with a bachelor’s in chemistry from the
University of Maryland and master’s in dental
materials and doctorate in medical and dental
science from Georgetown University. 

While completing his studies, he began work-
ing for the ADA in 1952. By this time he had
met and married his wife Joan and was a young
father. In 1961, Dr. Stanford was appointed
assistant director of the ADA’s Research Division
at the National Bureau of Standards (now called
the National Institute of Standards and Technol-
ogy). While involved in certification and testing,
he also conducted research in the mechanical
properties of tooth structure. In 1965, he moved
to Association Headquarters in Chicago and

became secretary of the ADA Council on Dental
Materials (which has since been merged into the
Council on Scientific Affairs). 

Dr. Stanford was a key figure in the world of
national and international standards for dental
products and is credited with establishing the
ADA standards program as it exists today, said
Sharon Stanford, Dr. Stanford’s daughter-in-law,
and current director, ADA Standards Administra-
tion.  

Additionally, he was one of the founding
members of the International Organization for
Standards (ISO) Technical Committee 106 Den-
tistry where he served as secretariat of Subcom-
mittee 2 for Prosthodontics for many years and
later as chair of ISO/TC106 from 1991-99 and
appointed chairman emeritus in 2000. He was a
past chair of ANSI’s Medical Device Standards
Board, the Food and Drug Administration’s
Panel for Review and Classification of Dental
Devices, and the Federation Dentaire Interna-
tionale Commission on Dental Products and
FDI Commission on Dental Products’ Standing
Committee on Relations between the Profession,
Trade and Industry. 

Dr. Clark Stanford, associate dean for research
at the University of Iowa College of Dentistry,
said his father was a mentoring figure who
helped steer him toward getting his dental
degree.

“He asked me what I wanted to do with my
career and I told him I was thinking of getting a

[doctorate] in biology,” said Clark, “and he said I
should get a dental or medical degree because
‘you’ll always have that to fall back on.’ ”

Another son, Dr. Brent Stanford, a general
dentist in Chicago Heights, Ill., said, “My father
never sought high esteem, recognition or acco-
lades for his efforts to expand and refine the stan-

dards for dental materials, devices and equipment
that we as professionals and the industries use to
provide exceptional dental care worldwide.
Throughout his career, my father benefited from
countless, dedicated professionals, many who
became close and lifelong trusted friends.”

Dr. Stanford retired from the ADA in 1992
after 40 years of service and in 1994 was made an
honorary member of the Association. Other hon-
ors include the Bernard J. Conway Award, an
honorary doctorate in odontology from the
Umea University in Sweden, the Wilmer Souder
Award from the International Association of
Dental Research, the ANSI Astin-Polk Interna-
tional Standards Medal and the Pierre Fauchard
Academy Michinosyke Nakayama Memorial
Award.

Dr. Stanford is survived by his wife of 61
years, Joan; four children: Margo Sargent, Brent,
Clark and Joy Ackerman; seven grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild. 

A memorial service will be held March 12 at
the Messinger Pinnacle Peak Mortuary in Scotts-
dale, Ariz. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Dr. Stanford’s name to the Hospice of
the Valley, 1510 E. Flower Street, Phoenix, AZ
85014.

The Stanford family has also set up an online
memorial. To read more about Dr. Stanford or to
contribute to his memorial, visit “http://john-
walter-stanford.forevermissed.com”. ■

—garvinj@ada.org

Dr. Becker: “My profession has kept my
brain stimulated and my quest for knowl-
edge satisfied.” 

In 2009: Dr. John Stanford celebrates his
60th wedding anniversary.
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BY CRAIG PALMER
Washington—Six professional organizations

joined the ADA in advising State Department offi-
cials of their “concern” about international mercury
treaty negotiations “with respect to the continued
availability of dental amalgam.”

The Association separately urged U.S. negotia-
tors to “assume a leadership position” on dental
amalgam. “It is clear now that these negotiations
go far beyond strictly environmental concerns,” the
Association said in a Feb. 9 letter to the U.S.
Department of State that follows an Aug. 11,
2010, ADA letter urging negotiators to consider
the dental health benefits of amalgam.

The second session of the United Nations Envi-
ronmental Program Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee to prepare a global legally binding
instrument on mercury (INC2) was held Jan. 24-
28 in Chiba, Japan.

“Thank you for [your] willingness to meet with
us in Chiba,” ADA representatives told a State
Department official in the post-Chiba letter. “Now
that we have all returned home, we thought it best
to formally restate the ADA position on the INC
negotiations and make several specific requests for
action by the State Department.”

The ADA position “as we discussed in Chiba” is
basically three-fold, the letter said.

• The ADA supports addressing the environmen-
tal impact from dental amalgam as part of the INC
process. Per a 2010 House of Delegates resolution,
the ADA has stated publicly that it will support a
common-sense national separator requirement in
the U.S. In one of its interventions in Chiba, FDI
(World Dental Federation) made the same point,
taking into account any local conditions.

• Any treaty resulting from the INC negotia-

tions should support ongoing and future research
into restorative materials as effective and safe as
dental amalgam. At present, no such alternative
exists for all clinical or economic situations.

• Any treaty resulting from the INC negotia-
tions should call for national oral health promotion
and oral disease prevention programs. Prevention
will reduce the demand for dental amalgam and
other restorative materials. Prevention is a key
premise underlying all public health efforts.

“This approach will reduce the total amount of
mercury used in dental amalgam, control that mer-
cury still needed and promote the public health in
all nations,” the Association said.

“While we appreciate the desire of the U.S. dele-
gation in Chiba to listen to the positions of other
nations, based on the comment by the leader of the
contact group, there is no consensus on this impor-
tant topic. For that reason, the U.S. needs to stand
up and be heard.”

The ADA letter calls for additional public health
and oral health representation in the U.S. delega-
tion to the treaty negotiations and for the U.S.
negotiating team to treat amalgam as a public
health issue. “We are sure you agree that the
amount of time and resources devoted to the amal-
gam topic in Chiba far exceeded its environmental

impact,” the Association said. “The best way to
address this is to deal with amalgam separately, as a
health care product and treatment decision.

“This issue is too important for the U.S. to wait
for action by other nations. The U.S. should
assume a leadership position on this topic.”

Six professional organizations joined the ADA

in a Feb. 22 follow-up letter to State Department
officials written “to express our concern about
potential adverse actions that might be taken by
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee of
the United Nations Environmental Program with
respect to the continued availability of dental amal-
gam.”

The signing organizations include the Academy
of General Dentistry, American Academy of Pedi-
atric Dentistry, American Academy of Periodontol-
ogy, American Association of Oral and Maxillofa-
cial Surgeons, American Association of Orthodon-
tists, American Dental Association and Hispanic
Dental Association. ■
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Mercury treaty talks prompt concern

Any treaty resulting from
the INC negotiations

should support ongoing
and future research into
restorative materials as

effective and safe as den-
tal amalgam. 
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Orbit® raises salivary pH to help protect teeth.1

Orbit sugarfree gum signifi cantly reduces the exposure of teeth to plaque acids. 

That’s because chewing Orbit not only washes away 

harmful plaque acids, it also boosts 

the natural ability of the mouth to 

buffer against them by stimulating the 

production of saliva with more than 

10 times the mean amount of bicarbonate.2

Orbit—when it comes to acid, it’s basic.

References: 1. Fröhlich S, Maiwald HJ, Flowerdew G. Effect of gum chewing on the pH of dental plaque. J Clin Dent. 1992;3:75-78. 2. Dawes C, Dong C. The fl ow rate and
electrolyte composition of whole saliva elicited by the use of sucrose-containing and sugar-free chewing-gums. Arch Oral Biol. 1995;40:699-705.

The ADA Council on Scientifi c Affairs’ Acceptance of Orbit® is based on its fi nding that the physical action of chewing Orbit® sugarfree gum for 20 minutes after eating 
stimulates saliva fl ow, which helps to prevent cavities by reducing plaque acids and strengthening teeth.

© 2010 Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. All Rights Reserved. Orbit and all affi liated designs are registered trademarks of the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company.

A more effective rinse cycle.

The science of healthier mouths.

Chewing Orbit after meals 
signifi cantly reduces the amount 
of time required to restore safe 
interproximal plaque pH levels.1

M E A N  T IM E  TO  S A F E  IN T E R P R OX IM A L  PL A Q U E  p H  L E V E L S 1

To purchase patient samples for your office, please visit www.wrigleydentalcare.com or call Darby Dental Supply at 1-800-645-2310.
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Continued from page one
and Human Services on the benefits and services
insurance plans must offer.

Pediatric services, including oral and vision
care, are among 10 benefit categories generally
described in the PPACA, which leaves the detail
to government regulators who in turn asked the
IOM for guidance.

The ADA and AAPD offered suggestions con-
cerning the scope of oral health coverage as part
of the essential benefits and said the Institute of
Medicine should recommend that:

• Plans offering pediatric oral services as part
of an essential health benefits package should be
designed to meet the oral health needs of patients
by facilitating the establishment of a dental home
by age 1 for every covered child;

• The Children’s Health Insurance Program,
which includes coverage necessary to prevent dis-
ease and promote oral health, restore oral struc-
tures to health and function, and treat emergency
conditions for all children up to age 19 who are
eligible in a particular state, is a good basic start-
ing point for establishing requirements for a
pediatric oral benefit;

• Plans offering pediatric oral services should
be required to provide appropriate education
material to covered children and their caregivers
soon after enrollment in a given plan; at a mini-
mum the materials should explain how to prop-
erly take care of a child’s teeth and gums, offer
nutritional guidance and emphasize the impor-
tance of accessing regular preventive services;

• As regulations are promulgated, care must be
taken to ensure that the pediatric oral benefits are
treated uniformly, irrespective of whether the ser-
vices are offered as a rider to a medical plan or
through a dental-only plan, to ensure that
patients are treated fairly, and

• The best means of achieving cost contain-
ment for the oral health benefit is by varying the
patient’s participation in the treatment costs;
however, to facilitate early intervention, plans
offering dental benefits should not contain
deductibles or patient copayments for preventive,
diagnostic and emergency services because they
discourage patients from seeking care; “maxi-
mum lifetime benefit” reimbursement restric-
tions should not be included in dental plans
because oral conditions change over time.

The Institute of Medicine also invited testimo-
ny from the Children’s Dental Health Project for
the Jan. 14 meeting. ■

The American Academy of Pediatric Den-
tistry is launching its Pediatric Oral Health
Research and Policy Center, the organization
announced Feb. 1. 

The center’s goal is to inform and advance
research and policy analysis to promote opti-
mal oral health care for children. Areas of focus
include successful Medicaid dental reforms,

oral health literacy efforts, the benefits of estab-
lishing a dental home by age 1 and the efficacy of
expanded function dental assistant laws. 

The center will also help federal and state poli-
cymakers determine policies that positively
improve the oral health status of children.  

“Our center will allow the AAPD to produce
timely and high quality research and policy

analysis on critical issues impacting children’s
oral health,” said Dr. John R. Liu, AAPD presi-
dent. 

“Too often, policymakers are presented with
simplistic ‘solutions’ to children’s oral health
that don’t hold up to rigorous scrutiny. The
AAPD’s center will serve as the resource for
children’s oral health policy and research.” ■
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Like Finding Money in Every Cartridge!

Correct Plus® Impression Materials, the award winning line
from Pentron Clinical, are designed to consistently provide
highly accurate and detailed impressions every time you
use them.

Correct Plus Impression Materials offer:

> Hydrophilic formula and low contact angle of ≈30° for accurate,

reliable impressions

> Choice of work/set times for single unit to full arch impressions

> Outstanding tear strength ensures flawless margins
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viscosities, delivery systems, and two set times to accommodate a wide
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Call 800-551-0283 or visit www. pentron.com today!
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Order Today!

Promo Code: ADAIMPR11

Buy 3 Get 1 FREE!
On all Correct Impression

Material 4-pack Refills

As low as $899 per cartridge

Benefits
AAPD launches pediatric oral
health research and policy center

Nashville, Tenn.—The Tennessee Dental Asso-
ciation will hold its 144th annual meeting, May
5-7, at the Nashville Convention Center and
Renaissance Nashville Hotel.

The meeting is open to all U.S. dentists and
dental team members and features a keynote
address by Chief Warrant Officer David Cooper.

Dr. Gordon Christensen and Linda Miles
highlight the list of speakers providing continu-
ing education. This year marks the beginning of
a new tradition for the TDA annual meeting,
which is now called the Music City Dental Con-
ference. It’s also the first of five consecutive years
the meeting will be held in Nashville. 

In addition, there will also be a performance
from singer Faith Hill as part of a benefit concert
for Nashville’s Interfaith Dental Clinic. Tickets
for that event are limited and sold separately.

For more information, call the TDA at 1-615-
628-0208 or visit “www.tenndental.org”. ■

TDA meeting set for
May 5-7 in Nashville
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BY KAREN FOX
Olympia, Wash.—A dental therapist bill pro-

posed in the Washington State Legislature died
in committee Feb. 17. 

The House Committee on Health Care and
Wellness chose to not take House Bill 1310 up
for a vote. The bill is now dead until the 2012
legislative session. 

“We are all appreciative of WSDA’s strong
effort and thankful for our leadership, Board,
committees, Grassroots Dental Action Teams,
DentPAC, lobbyists and staff,” Dr. Doug Walsh,
Washington State Dental Association president,
wrote in a Feb. 17 message to members. “We
have overcome for this year what was (and still is)
a formidable group of supporters for midlevel
dental providers. They will not go away.” 

HB 1310 proposed to create two licensed
providers: a dental therapist, in some ways simi-
lar to the Dental Health Aide Therapist model
currently in use by the Alaska Native Tribal
Health Consortium; and an advanced dental
therapist, the Advanced Dental Hygiene Practi-
tioner model supported by the American Dental
Hygienists’ Association. The dental therapist
would have practiced under general supervision
with liability assigned to the dentist. The
advanced dental therapist could practice unsu-
pervised.  

“The Washington State Dental Association is

committed to cost-effective, practical solutions to
expand access to prevent disease and provide
dental care,” read a statement on WSDA’s web-
site in response to the bill. “HB 1310 did not
meet those basic principles. In addition, it did
not make economic or practical sense and unnec-
essarily risked patient safety.” 

Some of the reasons WSDA opposed the bill
included: 

• The inadequacy of the education proposed.
Two tiers of dental therapists were suggested—
the dental therapist with a high school diploma
and unspecified education; and the advanced
dental therapist, a dental hygienist who has com-
pleted an unspecified post-baccalaureate training
program. 

• Inadequate supervision. Dental therapists
would be allowed to diagnose and perform surgi-
cal procedures outside the dental office with no
or very minimal supervision. Advanced dental
therapists could practice without dental supervi-
sion. 

• Major liability issues. HB 1310 proposed a
collaborative practice agreement between a thera-
pist and a dentist that is not meaningful and sub-
ject to major malpractice and liability conflicts. 

• Confusing regu-
lation. HB 1310 pro-
posed a regulatory
process that would
create conflicts
between regulatory
agencies. 

• The requirement
of a state subsidy. HB
1310 is based on den-
tal therapist models
in other countries
that are funded by the government such as in-
school health services or nationalized health care
systems. 

Supporters saw HB 1310 as a way to correct
the shortage of dentists in Washington. Dental
therapists, they asserted, are similar to nurse prac-
titioners and physician assistants in medicine. 

WSDA countered that the shortage in Wash-
ington is not in the number of dentists, but
rather funding for the dental safety net. Like
many states, Washington has recently made
severe budget cuts to adult dental Medicaid and
community health centers. 

HB 1310 was introduced last month and pub-
lic hearings began Feb. 9. WSDA held to its
principles throughout the lobbying process,
emphasizing that changes to the dental workforce
must include the following parameters: 

• Dentist diagnosis;
• Close on-site supervision by the dentist for

any expanded function;
• General supervision for procedures that are

authorized by statutes when approved by the
dentist based on the dentist’s determination of
competency; 

• Regulation by the Dental Quality Assurance
Commission. 

In his message to WSDA members, Dr. Walsh
called on them to “double down and keep mov-
ing forward” in building dentistry’s influence in
the state capital. 

“We must continue the exceptional work that
you are doing at the local component level and
statewide through the Washington Oral Health
Foundation to provide access to those most in
need and without means,” he added. “Obviously,
some legislators and others don’t understand and
appreciate your generosity and creativity and the
wonderful contributions you are making to meet
the access challenge.”

The dental therapist bill will be automatically
re-introduced in the 2012 legislative session
unless it is withdrawn by its sponsor.

The Washington State Dental Association par-
ticipates in the ADA State Public Affairs pro-
gram, which provides grants and other support
to assist state dental societies in public affairs and
legislative advocacy. ■
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Plus, stay productive with anytime, anywhere access

Securely access your backed up fi les through Carbonite.com or one of our free mobile apps.

Maintaining a successful practice is hard enough without having to worry about safeguarding 

your computer fi les. That’s why more offi ces are choosing Carbonite Pro,™ automatic online 

backup. It’s quick and easy to set up on all your computers. Then it works automatically, 

continually backing up new and changed fi les and sending them to a secure, offsite data center. 

Restoring fi les is easy, too. Plus, with Carbonite Pro you can securely access backed up fi les 

anytime, anywhere through Carbonite.com or a free mobile app. Learn more and start your FREE 

ONE MONTH TRIAL by visiting Carbonite.com/health.  

© 2011 Carbonite, Inc.
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Running a dental practice is demanding.

Backing up your computers shouldn’t be.

Washington state dental
therapist bill is dead for 2011

Dr. Walsh
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BY STACIE CROZIER
Correctional dentistry—say dental profession-

als with longtime experience in the field—can be
both a vocation and a career path with many
benefits for practitioners at different stages in
their professional lives.

“There are over 2 million incarcerated individ-
uals in the U.S., making patients in correctional
facilities a sizeable special needs population,” said
Dr. Nicholas S. Makrides, chief dental officer for
the Federal Bureau of Prisons in Washington. “In
the Bureau of Prisons, there are 116 federal pris-
ons and many, many more state and local correc-
tional facilities. There are a lot of opportunities
out there for dentists.”

After more than 22 years of practicing in cor-
rectional facilities, Dr. Don Sauter is now a clinical
professor of restorative dentistry at West Virginia
University School of Dentistry and a consultant in
correctional dentistry.

“When I started practicing, I was in the U.S.
Public Health Service in Washington, D.C. and I
met some correctional dentists who were enthusi-
astic about their careers,” said Dr. Sauter. “I
wanted to go out and save the world, so I trans-
ferred to the BOP. Inmates are a great patient
population to work with for many reasons. On a
personal level, there’s a lot of potential in being
able to use a caring touch. Many inmates
respond to someone actually relating to them in
a caring way.”

“It’s a vocation,” said Dr. Don Ross, north
central regional chief dentist for the BOP. “Den-
tal professionals who work in corrections have to
want to serve others, and I’ve found that this is
probably the most grateful and appreciative pop-
ulation group I’ve treated.”

As a consultant, Dr. Sauter says that one of the
most important aspects of correctional dentistry
is delivering quality dental care, consistent with
evidence-based standards, even in the face of cur-
rent government budget shortfalls.

“The quality of care should always be consis-
tently high. There are organizations, like the
National Commission on Correctional Health
Care, that have developed standards to improve
the quality of health care in jails, prisons and
juvenile confinement facilities,” said Dr. Sauter.
“Dental programs may need to adjust the level of
care they provide according to the resources
available; but ultimately, correctional dental pro-
grams should strive to provide quality care.”

“It’s one of the most scrutinized areas in the
dental profession,” said Dr. Ross. “And correc-
tional dentists work hard to provide a compre-
hensive scope of dental care, from preventive,
restorative and emergency care to operative and
prosthodontic services.”

“Some dentists come into a setting like this
because they want the convenience of a job with a
salary and benefits,” added Dr. Sauter. “Some den-
tists want to do this early in their careers and others
find, after running a private practice, that their
career can be reborn by entering this environment.”

To learn more about career opportunities
within the federal Bureau of Prisons, interested
dental professionals can log on to
“www.bop.gov”.

“There are also many state and local correc-
tional opportunities,” added Dr. Makrides.
“Dentists can visit a particular state’s correctional

website for more information.” ■
—croziers@ada.org
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Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on adjacent page.

The confident choice for comfort

With Articadent® DENTAL, 
everyone can sit back and relax

Dental pain can make anyone edgy

PHA07-0810-2.1
© 2010 DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical, York, PA 17404 
Articadent® is a registered trademark of DENTSPLY International and/or its subsidiaries.

Articadent® is indicated for local, infiltrative, or conductive anesthesia in both simple and complex 
dental procedures. Articadent® with epinephrine 1:100,000 is preferred during operative or surgical 
procedures when improved visualization of the surgical field is desirable. Reactions to Articadent® (pain and headache, for example, or convulsions or respiratory arrest 
following accidental intravascular injection) are characteristic of those associated with other amide-type local anesthetics. Articadent® contains sodium metabisulfite, 
a sulfite that may cause allergic-type reactions including anaphylactic symptoms and life-threatening or less severe asthmatic episodes in certain susceptible people. 
Accidental intravascular injection may be associated with convulsions, followed by central nervous system or cardiorespiratory depression and coma, progressing 
ultimately to respiratory arrest. Dental practitioners and/or clinicians who employ local anesthetic agents should be well versed in diagnosis and management 
of emergencies that may arise from their use. Resuscitative equipment, oxygen, and other resuscitative drugs should be available for immediate use. Articadent®, 
along with other local anesthetics, is capable of producing methemoglobinemia. The clinical signs of methemoglobinemia are cyanosis of the nail beds and lips, 
fatigue and weakness. If methemoglobinemia does not respond to administration of oxygen, administration of methylene blue intravenously 1-2 mg/kg body 
weight over a 5-minute period is recommended. 

For more information, call 800.989.8826, or visit www.dentsplypharma.com

Correctional
dentistry
Practitioners cite personal,
professional aspects of career

BY STACIE CROZIER
Phoenix—Are you a dental professional who

would like to know more about correctional
health care or network with others in the field?

The May 21-24 Updates in Correctional
Health Care meeting at the Sheraton Phoenix
Downtown Hotel offers correctional dental
professionals opportunities to network and
focus on emerging issues.

Nearly 1,000 health care professionals are
expected to attend the meeting, which offers

preconference seminars, more than 50 educa-
tional presentations, networking opportunities
and an exhibit hall. Those attending can also
make time to enjoy the cultural, shopping, din-
ing and outdoor attractions of Phoenix.

Those who register by April 8 receive an
early bird registration discount.

The National Commission on Correctional
Health Care is the meeting sponsor.

For more details, to register or to download a
preliminary program, visit “www.ncchc.org”. ■

Phoenix to host correctional
care meeting May 21-24

09.qxp:Layout 1  3/2/11  10:45 AM  Page 9



BY CRAIG PALMER
Washington—A Maryland health center and

insurer was fined $4.3 million for denying
patients access to their medical records and fail-
ure to cooperate with an Office for Civil Rights
investigation, the Department of Health and
Human Services said. 

It was the first civil money penalty issued by
HHS for a covered entity’s violations of the
HIPAA Privacy Rule.

The Office for Civil Rights found that Cignet
Health of Prince George’s County, Md., violated
41 patients’ rights by denying them access to
their medical records when requested. The
patients individually filed complaints with the
civil rights agency, which investigated the com-
plaints. 

The HIPAA Privacy Rule requires that a
HIPAA-covered entity provide a patient with a
copy of their medical records within 30 and no
later than 60 days of the patient’s request.

HHS issued a notice of proposed determina-
tion Oct. 20, 2010, and announced the notice
of final determination and civil money penalty
Feb. 22. 

The penalty is authorized by the Health Infor-
mation Technology for Economic and Clinical

Health Act, HHS said. The privacy rule was
issued under the 1996 Health Insurance Portabil-
ity and Accountability Act.

The penalty includes $1.3 million for failure
to provide patients copies of their medical
records and $3 million for failure to cooperate
with OCR investigations, HHS said.

For more information on HIPAA penalties,
see “Q&A Examines HIPAA Penalties” online at
“www.ada.org/news/4843.asp”.

The ADA Practical Guide to HIPAA Compli-
ance: Privacy and Security Kit contains informa-
tion about dental office HIPAA compliance and
includes sample policies, forms and logs. For
more information about the ADA HIPAA Kit,
visit “www.adacatalog.org” or call the ADA at 1-
800-947-4746. ■
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with epinephrine 1:100,000
(articaine hydrochloride 4% (40 mg/ml) with epinephrine 1:100,000) 

BRIEF SUMMARY. [See Package Insert For Full Prescribing Information]

USE
Articadent™ is indicated for local, infiltrative, or conductive anesthesia in both simple and complex dental
procedures. For most routine dental procedures, Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:200,000 is preferred.

with epinephrine 1:100,000 is preferred during operative or surgical procedures when
improved visualization of the surgical field is desirable.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
is contraindicated in patients with a known history of hypersensitivity to local anesthetics of

the amide type, or in patients with known hypersensitivity to sodium metabisulfite.

WARNINGS
Accidental intravascular injection may be associated with convulsions, followed by central nerv-
ous system or cardiorespiratory depression and coma, progressing ultimately to respiratory
arrest. Dental practitioners and/or clinicians who employ local anesthetic agents should be well
versed in diagnosis and management of emergencies that may arise from their use. Resuscitative
equipment, oxygen, and other resuscitative drugs should be available for immediate use.

Intravascular injections should be avoided.To avoid intravascular injection, aspiration should be performed
before Articadent™ is injected.The needle must be repositioned until no return of blood can be elicited by
aspiration. Note, however, that the absence of blood in the syringe does not guarantee that intravascular
injection has been avoided.

contains epinephrine that can cause local tissue necrosis or systemic toxicity. Usual precau-
tions for epinephrine administration should be observed.

contains sodium metabisulfite, a sulfite that may cause allergic-type reactions including ana-
phylactic symptoms and life-threatening or less severe asthmatic episodes in certain susceptible people.
The overall prevalence of sulfite sensitivity in the general population is unknown. Sulfite sensitivity is seen
more frequently in asthmatic than in non-asthmatic people.

, along with other local anesthetics, is capable of producing methemoglobinemia.
The clinical signs of methemoglobinemia are cyanosis of the nail beds and lips, fatigue and weak-
ness. If methemoglobinemia does not respond to administration of oxygen, administration of
methylene blue intravenously 1-2 mg/kg body weight over a 5 minute period is recommended.

The American Heart Association has made the following recommendation regarding the use of local
anesthetics with vasoconstrictors in patients with ischemic heart disease: “Vasoconstrictor agents should
be used in local anesthesia solutions during dental practice only when it is clear that the procedure will be
shortened or the analgesia rendered more profound. When a vasoconstrictor is indicated, extreme care
should be taken to avoid intravascular injection. The minimum possible amount of vasoconstrictor should
be used.” (Kaplan, EL, editor: Cardiovascular disease in dental practice, Dallas 1986, American Heart
Association.)

PRECAUTIONS
General: Resuscitative equipment, oxygen, and other resuscitative drugs should be available for immedi-
ate use (see WARNINGS). The lowest dosage that results in effective anesthesia should be used to avoid
high plasma levels and serious adverse effects. Repeated doses of Articadent™ may cause significant
increases in blood levels with each repeated dose because of possible accumulation of the drug or its
metabolites. Tolerance to elevated blood levels varies with the status of the patient.

Debilitated patients, elderly patients, acutely ill patients and pediatric patients should be given reduced
doses commensurate with their age and physical condition.

Articadent™ should be used with caution in patients with heart block.

Local anesthetic solutions, such as Articadent™, containing a vasoconstrictor should be used cautiously.
Patients with peripheral vascular disease and those with hypertensive vascular disease may exhibit exag-
gerated vasoconstrictor response. Ischemic injury or necrosis may result. Articadent™ should be used
with caution in patients during or following the administration of potent general anesthetic agents, since
cardiac arrhythmias may occur under such conditions.

Systemic absorption of local anesthetics can produce effects on the central nervous and cardiovascular
systems. At blood concentrations achieved with therapeutic doses, changes in cardiac conduction,
excitability, refractoriness, contractility, and peripheral vascular resistance are minimal. However, toxic
blood concentrations depress cardiac conduction and excitability, which may lead to atrioventricular block,
ventricular arrhythmias, and cardiac arrest, possibly resulting in fatalities. In addition, myocardial contractili-
ty is depressed and peripheral vasodilation occurs, leading to decreased cardiac output and arterial blood
pressure.

Careful and constant monitoring of cardiovascular and respiratory (adequacy of ventilation) vital signs and
the patient's state of consciousness should be performed after each local anesthetic injection. It should be
kept in mind at such times that restlessness, anxiety, tinnitus, dizziness, blurred vision, tremors, depres-
sion, or drowsiness may be early warning signs of central nervous system toxicity.

In vitro studies show that about 5% to 10% of articaine is metabolized by the human liver microsomal
P450 isoenzyme system. However, because no studies have been performed in patients with liver dys-
function, caution should be used in patients with severe hepatic disease.

Articadent™ should also be used with caution in patients with impaired cardiovascular function since they
may be less able to compensate for functional changes associated with the prolongation of A-V conduc-
tion produced by these drugs.

Small doses of local anesthetics injected in dental blocks may produce adverse reactions similar to sys-
temic toxicity seen with unintentional intravascular injections of larger doses. Confusion, convulsions, respi-
ratory depression and/or respiratory arrest, and cardiovascular stimulation or depression have been
reported.These reactions may be due to intra-arterial injection of the local anesthetic with retrograde flow
to the cerebral circulation. Patients receiving these blocks should be observed constantly. Resuscitative
equipment and personnel for treating adverse reactions should be immediately available.

Dosage recommendations should not be exceeded (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION in package
insert).

Information for Patients:
The patient should be informed in advance of the possibility of temporary loss of sensation and

muscle function following infiltration and nerve block injections.
Patients should be instructed not to eat or drink until normal sensation returns.

Clinically Significant Drug Interactions: The administration of local anesthetic solutions containing epi-
nephrine to patients receiving monoamine oxidase inhibitors, nonselective beta adrenergic antagonists or
tricyclic antidepressants may produce severe, prolonged hypertension. Phenothiazines and butyrophe-
nones may reduce or reverse the pressor effect of epinephrine. Concurrent use of these agents should
generally be avoided. In situations when concurrent therapy is necessary, careful patient monitoring is
essential.

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Studies to evaluate the carcinogenic potential of
articaine HCI in animals have not been conducted. Five standard mutagenicity tests, including three in
vitro tests (the nonmammalian Ames test, the mammalian Chinese hamster ovary chromosomal aberra-
tion test and a mammalian gene mutation test with articaine HCl) and two in vivo mouse micronucleous
tests (one with Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 and one with articaine HCl alone) showed no
mutagenic effects. No effects on male or female fertility were observed in rats for Articadent™ with epi-
nephrine 1:100,000 administered subcutaneously in doses up to 80 mg/kg/day (approximately two times
the maximum male and female recommended human dose on a mg/m2 basis).

Pregnancy: Teratogenic Effects-Pregnancy Category C.

In developmental studies, no embryofetal toxicities were observed when Articadent™ with epinephrine
1:100,000 was administered subcutaneously throughout organogenesis at doses up to 40 mg/kg in rab-
bits and 80 mg/kg in rats (approximately 2 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m2
basis). In rabbits, 80 mg/kg (approximately 4 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m2
basis) did cause fetal death and increase fetal skeletal variations, but these effects may be attributable to
the severe maternal toxicity, including seizures, observed at this dose.

When articaine hydrochloride was administered subcutaneously to rats throughout gestation and lactation,
80 mg/kg (approximately 2 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m2 basis) increased
the number of stillbirths and adversely affected passive avoidance, a measure of learning, in pups. This
dose also produced severe maternal toxicity in some animals. A dose of 40 mg/kg (approximately equal to

the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m2 basis) did not produce these effects. A similar
study using Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 rather than articaine hydrochloride alone produced
maternal toxicity, but no effects on offspring.

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Animal reproduction studies are
not always predictive of human response. Articadent™ should be used during pregnancy only if the
potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether articaine is excreted in human milk. Because many drugs are
excreted in human milk, caution should be exercised when Articadent™ is administered to a nursing
woman.

Pediatric Use: In clinical trials, 61 pediatric patients between the ages of 4 and 16 years received
 with epinephrine 1:100,000. Among these pediatric patients, doses from 0.76 mg/kg to 5.65
mg/kg (0.9 to 5.1 mL) were administered safely to 51 patients for simple procedures and doses between
0.37 mg/kg and 7.48 mg/kg (0.7 to 3.9 mL) were administered safely to 10 patients for complex proce-
dures. However, there was insufficient exposure to Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 at doses
greater than 7.00 mg/kg in order to assess its safety in pediatric patients. No unusual adverse events were
noted in these patients. Approximately 13% of these pediatric patients required additional injections of
anesthetic for complete anesthesia. Safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients below the age of 4 years
have not been established. Dosages in pediatric patients should be reduced, commensurate with age,
body weight, and physical condition. See DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION in package insert.

Geriatric Use: In clinical trials, 54 patients between the ages of 65 and 75 years, and 11 patients 75
years and over received Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000. Among all patients between 65 and 75
years, doses from 0.43 mg/kg to 4.76 mg/kg (0.9 to 11.9 mL) were administered safely to 35 patients for
simple procedures and doses from 1.05 mg/kg to 4.27 mg/kg (1.3 to 6.8 mL) were administered safely to
19 patients for complex procedures. Among the 11 patients ≥ 75 years old, doses from 0.78 mg/kg to 4.76
mg/kg (1.3 to 11.9 mL) were administered safely to 7 patients for simple procedures and doses of 1.12
mg/kg to 2.17 mg/kg (1.3 to 5.1 mL) were safely administered to 4 patients for complex procedures.

No overall differences in safety or effectiveness were observed between elderly subjects and younger sub-
jects, and other reported clinical experience has not identified differences in responses between the elder-
ly and younger patients, but greater sensitivity of some older individuals cannot be ruled out.
Approximately 6% of patients between the ages of 65 and 75 years and none of the 11 patients 75 years
of age or older required additional injections of anesthetic for complete anesthesia compared with 11% of
patients between 17 and 65 years old who required additional injections.

ADVERSE REACTIONS

Reactions to Articadent™ are characteristic of those associated with other amide-type local anesthetics.
Adverse reactions to this group of drugs may also result from excessive plasma levels (which may be due
to overdosage, unintentional intravascular injection, or slow metabolic degradation), injection technique,
volume of injection, hypersensitivity, or may be idiosyncratic.

The reported adverse events are derived from clinical trials in the US and UK.Table 1 displays the
adverse events reported in clinical trials where 882 individuals were exposed to Articadent™ with epi-
nephrine 1:100,000 and Table 2 displays the adverse events reported in clinical trials where 182 individu-
als were exposed to Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 and 179 individuals were exposed to

with epinephrine 1:200,000.

Table 1. Adverse Events in controlled
trials with an incidence of 1% or greater
in patients administered Articadent™
with epinephrine 1:100,000.

The following list includes adverse and intercurrent events that were recorded in 1 or more patients, but
occurred at an overall rate of less than one percent, and were considered clinically relevant.

Body as a Whole: abdominal pain, accidental injury, asthenia, back pain, injection site pain, burning sen-
sation above injection site, malaise, neck pain.

Cardiovascular System: hemorrhage, migraine, syncope, tachycardia, elevated blood pressure.

Digestive System: constipation, diarrhea, dyspepsia, glossitis, gum hemorrhage, mouth ulceration, nau-
sea, stomatitis, tongue edemas, tooth disorder, vomiting.

Hemic and Lymphatic System: ecchymosis, lymphadenopathy.

Metabolic and Nutritional System: edema, thirst.

Musculoskeletal System: arthralgia, myalgia, osteomyelitis.

Nervous System: dizziness, dry mouth, facial paralysis, hyperesthesia, increased salivation, nervous-
ness, neuropathy, paresthesia, somnolence, exacerbation of Kearns-Sayre Syndrome.

Respiratory System: pharyngitis, rhinitis, sinus pain, sinus congestion.

Skin and Appendages: pruritus, skin disorder.

Special Senses: ear pain, taste perversion.

Urogenital System: dysmenorrhea.

Persistent paresthesias of the lips, tongue, and oral tissues have been reported with use of articaine
hydrochloride, with slow, incomplete, or no recovery.These post-marketing events have been reported
chiefly following nerve blocks in the mandible and have involved the trigeminal nerve and its branches.

OVERDOSAGE
Acute emergencies from local anesthetics are generally related to high plasma levels encountered during
therapeutic use of local anesthetics or to unintended subarachnoid injection of local anesthetic solution
(see WARNINGS, PRECAUTIONS; General and ADVERSE REACTIONS).

Management of Local Anesthetic Emergencies: The first consideration is prevention, best accom-
plished by careful and constant monitoring of cardiovascular and respiratory vital signs and the patient's
state of consciousness after each local anesthetic injection. At the first sign of change, oxygen should be
administered.

The first step in the management of convulsions, as well as hypoventilation, consists of immediate atten-
tion to the maintenance of a patient airway and assisted or controlled ventilation as needed. The adequacy
of the circulation should be assessed. Should convulsions persist despite adequate respiratory support,
treatment with appropriate anticonvulsant therapy is indicated.The practitioner should be familiar, prior to
the use of local anesthetics, with the use of anticonvulsant drugs. Supportive treatment of circulatory
depression may require administration of intravenous fluids and, when appropriate, a vasopressor.

If not treated immediately, both convulsions and cardiovascular depression can result in hypoxia, acidosis,
bradycardia, arrhythmias and cardiac arrest. If cardiac arrest should occur, standard cardiopulmonary
resuscitative measures should be instituted.

HOW SUPPLIED
Articadent™(articaine HCl 4% with epinephrine 1:100,000 or 1:200,000 injection) is available in 1.7
mL glass cartridges, in boxes of 50 cartridges. The product is formulated with a 15% overage of
epinephrine.

NDC 66312-602-16 4% Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:200,000 Box of 50 cartridges
NDC 66312-601-16 4% Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 Box of 50 cartridges

Body System Articadent™ with
epinephrine 1:100,000
N (%)

Number of patients     882 (100%)
Body as a whole
Face Edema 13 (1%)
Headache 31 (4%)
Infection 10 (1%)
Pain 114 (13%)
Digestive system
Gingivitis 13 (1%)
Nervous system
Paresthesia 11 (1%)

Table 2. Adverse Events in controlled trials with an
incidence of 1% or greater in patients administered
Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:100,000 and
Articadent™ with epinephrine 1:200,000.

Number of patients          Articadent™ with     Articadent™ with
exposed to drug epinephrine              epinephrine

1:100,000 (N=182)   1:200,000 (N=179)
Number of patients that
reported any Adverse
Event 35 33
Pain 14 (7.6%) 11 (6.1%)
Headache 6 (3.2%) 9 (5.0%)
Positive blood aspiration
into syringe 6 (3.2%) 3 (1.6%)
Swelling 5 (2.7%) 3 (1.6%)
Trismus 3 (1.6%) 1 (0.5%)
Nausea and emesis           0 (0%) 3 (1.6%)
Sleepiness 1 (0.5%) 2 (1.1%)
Numbness and tingling      2 (1.0%) 1 (0.5%)
Palpitation 2 (1.0%) 0 (0%)
Ear symptoms (earache,
otitis media) 2 (1.0%) 1 (0.5%)
Cough, persistent cough    2 (1.0%) 0 (0%)

4% Articadent
®
 DENTAL 

with epinephrine 1:200,000
(articaine hydrochloride 4% (40 mg/ml) with epinephrine 1:200,000) 
4% Articadent

®
 DENTAL 

Articadent™

Articadent™

Articadent™

Articadent™

Articadent™

Articadent™

   Articadent™

Manufactured for:

DENTSPLY Pharmaceutical by

Novocol Pharmaceutical of Canada, Inc.

Cambridge, Ontario Canada N1R 6X3 

Cignet Health fined for privacy rule violations
$4.3 million fine represents HHS first civil money penalty

Paychex Inc., a company that offers pay-
roll, human resource and benefits outsourc-
ing for small- to medium-sized businesses,
has completed the acquisition of SurePayroll
Inc.

The only payroll processor endorsed for
ADA members by ADA Business Resources,
SurePayroll will operate as a wholly owned
subsidiary of Paychex. Officials say members
will enjoy expanded payroll alternatives
through Paychex. Each organization offers

distinct advantages for dental practices. Den-
tists who want more control of the payroll
process will find that in SurePayroll’s conve-
nient, web-based platform; while practition-
ers who prefer a higher level of interaction
with a dedicated payroll specialist will have
that in the Paychex model.

“SurePayroll will remain the leader in
online payroll and our ADA member cus-
tomers will process payroll exactly the same
way,” said Tracy Toth, director of marketing
communications at SurePayroll. “But now we
are backed by more resources and expertise—
so we’re able to offer even more. We’ll be able
to leverage Paychex’s 40 years of leadership in
payroll operations, tax payment and filing to
enhance our customers’ payroll experience.” 

“Members who currently run their payroll
online with SurePayroll should rest assured
that their service will remain the same,” said
Deborah Doherty, managing vice president
at ADA Business Resources. “The great news
is that Paychex brings long-term stability and
financial structure to SurePayroll, which we
believe will enhance their ability to provide
the highest level of customer service for our
members.”

For more information about SurePayroll,
visit “www.surepayroll.com/ada”. ■

SurePayroll
to operate
as Paychex
subsidiary
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ZERO IN ON 
PATIENT POSITION

Introducing the world’s fi rst Intelligent Positioning System
The new Kodak RVG 6500 system is another fi rst from the company who invented digital radiography. The ground-breaking Intelligent Positioning System (IPS) lets you visually align the 
sensor placement with an intuitive, real-time display. The wireless sensor lets you share sensors between examination rooms and keep your operatories cable–free. This all with the same 
fi lm-quality images you’ve come to expect from the RVG family. To get the right shot, you need the right sensor.

Carestream Dental
©Carestream Health, Inc. 2011. RVG is a trademark of Carestream Health.  The Kodak trademark and trade dress are used under license from Kodak. 4465 DE 65 AD 0211

GET YOUR DEMO TODAY

Learn More About the Groundbreaking Kodak RVG 6500 Intelligent Positioning System. 

Please visit www.carestreamdental.com/6500 or call 800.944.6365.

11.qxp:Layout 1  3/1/11  8:27 AM  Page 1



reimbursement rate. 
And if dentists wanted more people who qual-

ify for Medicaid to utilize dental services, the gap
between market prices and Medicaid reimburse-
ment rates would still have to be reduced.
According to the ADA analysis, the addition of a
dental therapist would reduce market prices by
an amount less than 1.96 percent. 

Also, the ADA notes, most state Medicaid
programs do not cover adults, and in solo general
practices, less than 20 percent of the patients are
children. 

The ADA analysis calls into question Pew’s
methodology, which serves as the basis for the
theory that dentists can increase their net income
by changing their patient mix to include 20 per-
cent Medicaid patients at a reimbursement rate
of 60 percent of the market prices. According

to Pew’s numbers and analysis, general den-
tists can increase their income from $337,242
to $511,446 by adding one hygien-
ist/therapist. 

But also according to the Pew report, if solo
general practitioners were to serve 20 percent
Medicaid patients accepting reimbursement rates
at 60 percent of market prices, their income
would be increased from $337,242 only to
$432,542. The base income for general dentists
Pew used is significantly higher than ADA sur-
veys have shown.

Under Pew’s income calculations, solo general
and pediatric dentists, as well as small group
practices, have no economic incentive to serve
Medicaid patients, and the analysis and results
presented in the Pew report make no economic
sense, the ADA says. 

“We believe that by focusing the analysis on
profits, the Pew report inaccurately portrayed
dentists as only being concerned with the bottom
line with respect to treating Medicaid patients,”
the ADA states. “Clearly, that is a false represen-
tation.” 

The ADA contends that the major problem
with access disparities is the lack of reasonable
Medicaid reimbursement rates. While Pew

acknowledges this fact in its report, it does not
fully appreciate it, the ADA says. Instead, the
Pew report suggests that the access to care issue is
a dental workforce issue, which could be resolved
through the employment of new allied providers.
This is not the case, the ADA contends. 

Were the information contained in the Pew
report to be acted upon, “The entire dental
workforce may become alienated, whereby
recruitment and retention in the system would
suffer,” the ADA analysis says. “Medicaid
patients, having been promised greater access,
will become distrustful. Legislators will become
exasperated because promises will not be ful-
filled.” 

Among the ADA’s other findings: 
• Pew’s methodology of assuming the absence

of dental hygienists in solo general and pediatric
dental practices skews their theory. The ADA
notes that on average, solo general and pediatric
dentists employ 1.4 and 1.1 dental hygienists in
their practices, respectively. Excluding dental
hygienists from the baseline structure of dental
practices falsely inflates the potential contribu-
tion of dental therapists. 

• Pew reported the baseline income for a solo
general dentist without a dental hygienist as
$337,242 and $395,503 with a dental hygienist.
Both are numbers the ADA believes are
“extremely high” compared to the latest ADA
survey data. Solo general practitioners had an
average income of $194,320 in 2008, and solo
pediatric dentists earned an average of $286,610
in 2005 (the latest data available), according to
the ADA Survey Center. “The use of unrealisti-
cally high incomes for dentists further inflates
the true contribution of new allied providers and
exaggerates the cost differential in the produc-
tion of dental services,” the ADA analysis states. 

• In a market-oriented economy, the demand
for and the supply of dental services determine
the equilibrium price and quantity that prevails

in the market. Introducing new allied providers
into the market would affect the supply but not
the demand for dental services. For solo general
practitioners or pediatric dentists to supply more
services, the cost per unit of existing care to con-
sumers must be reduced. “The analytic results in
the Pew report are without foundation in eco-
nomic theory; they do not meet the necessary
condition which is that the demand for dental
care must be unlimited (perfectly elastic) at pre-
vailing prices,” the ADA says. 

• Pew reports the new allied provider as being
compensated for his or her additional training,
thus commanding a higher salary than a tradi-
tional dental assistant or hygienist. Using that
theory, employing a new allied provider to do the
same services an assistant or hygienist did would
increase the cost of existing services rather than
reduce it, since the dentist would be paying them
a higher salary. “It would be economically irra-
tional and inefficient to employ new allied
providers to produce dental procedures currently
produced by lesser trained allied dental person-
nel,” according to the ADA analysis. 

• Employing a dental therapist would reduce
the number of hours the dentist works. The
number of work hours available is not sufficient
to keep both a solo dentist and a new allied
provider fully employed. 

“The ADA supports innovations in the dental
team that will truly break down barriers to oral
health care for those who are in need,” the ADA
states in its analysis. “The best way that can be
done is focusing heavily on prevention—the key
to improving oral health and helping patients
who need care to receive it from the best and
most efficient dental team. All patients, regard-
less of means, should expect nothing less.”

The ADA analysis of the Pew report is avail-
able at “www.ada.org/sections/advocacy/pdfs/
follow-up-ada-study-to-pew-report.pdf”. ■

—soderlundk@ada.org
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714-973-2266  |  1-800-443-3106  |  www.posortho.com

Free IPSoft™ Orthodontic Software included with full course

In O r th odontic C E

LEADER

COMPREHENSIVE 
2-YEAR ORTHO COURSE

• The world’s leader in comprehensive ortho training for GPs

• Offered in 2 formats

            - Live 2-Year Series:  12 sessions of 4 days:
             - Internet Assisted Training (IAT):
                Internet study + 10 days of live education
• Lifetime Free Retake Policy

• Support for the rest of your career

• Over 5,000 graduates from 29 worldwide locations

From a Leading Dental Continuing Education Center 

• IPSoft™ diagnostic software (included free 

   with series): get the best diagnosis every time
• Online Case Diagnosis: get instructor help anytime
• Clinical Videos: help you visualize our concepts
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NORTH AMERICAN START DATES

1 DAY FREE INTRO CLASSES

Aliso Viejo, CA              June 10-13
San Jose, CA               May 20-23
Seattle, WA               June 3-6
Phoenix, AZ              May 20-23
Detroit, MI               May 13-16
Houston, TX               June 3-6
Washington, D.C.               May 13-16
Miami, FL               June 10-13
New York, NY               May 20-23
Sacramento, CA (IAT)       Start Anytime

Newark, NJ               March 12
San Jose, CA               March 12
Phoenix, AZ              March 12
Houston, TX               March 12
Detroit, MI               March 12
Chicago, IL               March 13
Philadelphia, PA                March 13
Washington, D.C.               March 13
Seattle, WA               March 19
Honolulu, HI               March 19
New York, NY               March 20
Salt Lake City, UT              March 26
Aliso Viejo, CA                   March 26
Miami, FL               March 26

HIGH TECH TEACHING

Stop Referring Money Out of Your Practice Today!

$194,320
$181,985 $181,985
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     hese charts show the net income impact and utilization impact of 
     adding one dental therapist or adding one dental hygienist/therapist.T

Findings
Continued from page one

Impact of employing new allied providers 
in solo general and pediatric practices on:

ADA analysis
indicates:

Pew report
indicates:

Cost and price of dental care Decrease No change

Decrease Increase

Increase

Unlimited increase

Full-time

Full-time

Significant increase

Decrease

Small increase

Part-time

Part-time

Decrease

Total expenditures

Gross billings of solo dental practices

Utilization of dental services

Therapist employment

Dentist employment

Dentist net income

Impact of adding an allied provider

Source:  American Dental Association analysis.

Through July 31, members of the American
Student Dental Association are invited to sub-
mit entries for the 2011 Student Ethics Video
Contest. 

The Council on Ethics, Bylaws and Judicial
Affairs hosts the contest with two goals in
mind: to create greater awareness of the ethical
dilemmas that dental students and profession-
als encounter, and provide a forum for dental
students to consider how those dilemmas
should be addressed using the ADA Principles
of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct
(“ada.org/ethicsconduct”). 

The videos can take the form of original
drama, comedy, documentary interview(s),
public service announcement, music video or
any combination. They should be no more
than 4.5 minutes in length. 

There are two cash prizes: $2,000 for the
grand prize winning video and $1,000 for an
honorable mention award. The winning videos
will be displayed during the 2011 ADA annual
session in Las Vegas. 

For more information, contest rules and
entry forms, contact Earl Sewell at
“sewelle@ada.org”. ■

Ethics video contest entries due July 31
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Simplicity — powered by

From the inventor of the world’s most clinically-proven 
self-adhesive resin cement, comes the next generation.
RelyX™ Unicem 2 Automix Self-Adhesive Resin 
Cement provides: 
�  Convenient automix in the easy-to-use syringe 

� Simple and time-saving one-step solution 

� Enhanced bond strength and esthetics 

� Virtually no post-operative sensitivity 

� Easy removal of excess

Plus, the perfect combination in endo treatment — RelyX™ Fiber 
Post and RelyX™ Unicem 2 Automix Self-Adhesive Resin Cement

RelyX™ Unicem 2 Automix
Self-Adhesive Resin Cement

For more information visit
www.3MESPE.com/RelyXUnicem2

Follow us on:

For a FREE SAMPLE visit
www.3MESPE.com/RelyXUnicem2Sample

2011

Top Self-adhesive
Resin Cement

www.dentaladvisor .com

Editors’ Choice
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BY JENNIFER GARVIN
In recognizing the need to keep the public

informed on cone-beam computed tomography,
ADA President Ray Gist convened a stakeholders
meeting Feb. 22 to discuss what dentistry is
doing to protect public health on this issue.

The meeting invited dental specialty organiza-
tions and industry to evaluate the state-of-the-art
and science of CBCT and to advance oral health
care. The meeting also included ADA leadership,
including representatives from the Association’s
divisions of Practice, Science, Education, Gov-
ernment Affairs and Communications. 

“The ADA’s aspiration is to be the recognized
leader in oral health,” said Dr. Gist. “As we pur-
sue that vision, the ADA brings communities of
interest together on issues of importance, such as

the effective and efficient use of new health tech-
nologies, protecting the safety of our public,
strengthening the diagnostic competencies of our
profession, and informing industry of best prac-
tices in a manner that is consistent with the
needs of our communities and promoting the
integrity of our profession.”

Dr. Gist added, “We approve of the use of
advanced technology. The American public
deserves the best dental care available without
being concerned for its safety, and the ADA is
determined to ensure that this care is provided.”

During the meeting, participants discussed
patient safety and stressed education. The ADA
Council on Scientific Affairs is in the early stages of
developing a set of guidelines for practitioners on
the use of CBCT. Participants also discussed regu-

latory and legislative issues, reimbursement issues,
and standards development and implementation.  

In October, the Association hosted an open
forum on CBCT at annual session and also pub-
lished a special report on cone-beam as a supple-
ment to The Journal of the American Dental
Association.

In November, the New York Times published
an article on cone-beam computed tomography
that reaffirmed the Association’s long-standing
position that dentists should always apply the “As
Low as Reasonably Achievable” principle to
reduce radiation exposure to patients. The Associ-
ation also has voiced its support for the judicious
use of all diagnostic imaging techniques and pro-
cedures that emit radiation. 

At this year’s annual session in Las Vegas, speak-

ers from the American Academy of Oral and Max-
illofacial Radiology will be presenting a continuing
education course on CBCT that will offer a full
day of training in safety, methods and basic inter-
pretation as well as a post-course examination.
The continuing education activity was planned
and implemented in accordance with the stan-
dards of the ADA Continuing Education Recog-
nition Program through joint efforts between the
Council of ADA Sessions and the AAOMR. 

Following the meeting, the ADA Standards
Committee on Dental Informatics held an Imag-
ing Forum to discuss future standards develop-
ment projects in the area of dental digital imag-
ing and CBCT. Participants were encouraged to
join the ADA standards program activities. ■

—garvinj@ada.org
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Stakeholders discuss cone-beam computed tomography

BY JENNIFER GARVIN
Thanks to a tremendous response from par-

ticipants, the ADA Center for Evidence-Based
Dentistry announced last month that the EBD
Champions Conference will return July 28-30
at ADA Headquarters.

This will be the fourth consecutive year for
the conference, which this year is sponsored by
the ADA. Deadline for applications is June 10,
and applications will be reviewed on a first
come, first-served basis to fill the 100 slots avail-
able this year.

The conference is open to dentists from prac-
tice, academic and public health backgrounds
with leadership skills and who are interested in
promoting EBD to their dental and medical col-
leagues, peers and decision-makers. The goal is for
the participants to become EBD Champions and
serve as resources to their local dental communi-
ties by promoting an evidence-based approach to
patient treatment and disease prevention.

“This is a great event that is professionally
enriching and personally rewarding. Ultimately,
we hope that those attending the conference will

help lead, promote and advance quality oral
health care for the patients we serve in our
respective practices, health care settings and
communities,” said Dr. Dan Meyer, senior vice
president, ADA Division of Science/Professional
Affairs. “If you have an interest in enhancing
your clinical skills along with your scientific
expertise, then consider applying and fully par-
ticipating in this course with your colleagues
who share similar interests. This course has been
stimulating, entertaining, thought-provoking
and a very enjoyable professional experience.”  

Dr. Paul Benjamin, a self-described “average
general dentist” who practices in Miami, was
among the 200 participants to attend the first
Champions Conference in 2008. 

“I’ve always been interested in why we do what
we do,” he explained. “As a clinician, I am just
trying to make sure we keep focused on the ADA’s
definition of EBD which says we need to take
into consideration the clinicians’ perspective.” 

In 2009 and 2010, Dr. Benjamin spoke on
dental practice-based research networks at the
EBD conference and will do so again in 2011.

The ADA Center for EBD continues to grow
and gain popularity among member dentists
and other dental professionals. In November,
the center’s website reached a milestone with the
posting of the 100th critical summary on
“http://ebd.ada.org”. 

For more information about all related evidence-
based dentistry topics, visit “http://ebd.ada.org”. 

For more information about the EBD Cham-
pions Conference or to download an applica-
tion, visit “www.ada.org/ebdconference”. ■

—garvinj@ada.org

EBD Champions Conference set for July 28-30 

Table discussion: Sandra D’Amato-Palumbo, a hygienist from Westbrook, Conn., acts as
recorder during a roundtable discussion at the 3rd EBD Champions Conference in
2010. The conference began in 2008 as a teaching instrument for dentists interested
in promoting an evidence-based approach to dental practice.

Washington—The Oral Health Section of the
American Public Health Association seeks nomi-
nations for the 2011 Anthony Westwater Jong
Memorial Community Dental Health Pre- and
Post-Professional Awards.

The awards are bestowed in memory of Dr.
Jong, a well-known dental educator, mentor and
public health dentistry advocate who died in
1992. Award winners will be honored at the
APHA’s 139th Annual Meeting and Exposition,
Oct. 29-Nov. 2, in Washington. 

The Pre-Professional Award, sponsored by Col-
gate Oral Pharmaceuticals Inc., recognizes an out-
standing community-based research or service
project of an oral health nature carried out by a
predoctoral dental student, or a dentist who has
graduated within the preceding 12 months from
an ADA-accredited dental school, or a dental
hygiene student, or a hygienist who has graduated
from an accredited school of dental hygiene in the
United States within the preceding 12 months. 

The Post-Professional Award, sponsored by
OMNI Preventive Care, A 3M ESPE Company,
recognizes an outstanding community-based
research or service project of an oral health
nature carried out by a dentist, physician, dental
hygienist, nurse, nurse practitioner, social worker
and/or other professional with an interest in oral
health who is currently enrolled in an eligible
public health program. 

APHA members or faculty members who
worked with a nominated student can submit an
application by May 13. For more information
about the awards or the application process, con-
tact the 2011 committee chair, Dr. Wanda G.
Wright, by e-mailing “wanda.wright@tufts.edu”
or calling 1-617-636-3646. ■

APHA seeks Jong
award nominations 

The ADA/PDR Guide to Dental Therapeutics, 5th Edition,
edited by Dr. Sebastian Ciancio, is a must-have resource for all
practices.

Written in collaboration with 27 leading experts in the fields of
pharmacology and therapeutics, this updated edition was developed
by the ADA in partnership with PDR and is the most authoritative
drug reference guide for dentists. With combined resources,
expanded tables and format designed for quick searches and refer-

encing, the guide is designed to help dentists make informed med-
ication-related decisions and includes information on:

• Drugs used in dentistry;
• Other drugs that affect dental treatment;
• Drug interactions and contra indications;
• Oral manifestations of systemic medications;
• ADA accepted non-prescription medications.
The 1,164-page book (P064) is $59.95 for members and $89.95

for nonmembers. 
Use priority code 11156 to receive

a $10 discount on this item from
now through May 15. 

All catalog products are 
available online at “www.adacatalog.
org” or by calling 1-800-947-
4746. ■

Save $10 on dental therapeutics guide through May 15
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The college sports “national signing day” is
when top prospects make their commitment to a
particular college or university. 

This year, the ADA is urging dental students to
commit to organized dentistry by launching
National Signing Day Season, which began last
month and lasts through April 30. 

The goal of National Signing Day Season is to
have new graduates sign up for membership on a
designated day, said Dr. Virginia Hughson-Otte,
chair of the ADA Council on Membership. 

“Signing Day Season is one of the ways the
ADA is helping students make a seamless transi-
tion to organized dentistry,” said Dr. Hughson-
Otte. “And it’s a fun way for dental schools, state
and local societies and American Student Dental
Association chapters to focus on the transition to
active membership.” 

The transition years are a particularly challeng-
ing time for dental students, added Dr. Jean Bain-
bridge, a member of the Council on Membership.  

“With educational debt loads and uncertainties
about their future, it’s important that students con-
vert to active membership immediately after gradu-

ation to take
advantage of the
reduced dues pro-
gram,” said Dr.
Bainbridge. 

That program
offers students $0
dues for their first
year following
graduation; then a 25 percent, 50 percent and 75
percent graduated dues rate over the next three
years of continuous membership. 

“In essence, the new graduate does not pay full
dues until four-and-a-half years following gradua-
tion if they join the year they graduate,” said Dr.
Bainbridge. “National Signing Day Season gives
the tripartite another opportunity to connect with
senior dental students so they can take advantage

of the reduced dues program.” 
Several resources have been developed for soci-

eties to use for Signing Day, including fact sheets,
posters, “I Signed” sticker templates, applications
and sample letters to deans. Dental society staff can
access the resources at “www.adadentalsociety.org/
goto/signingday”. 

For information, e-mail “membershipoutreach@
ada.org” or call Ext. 7451. ■
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The most affordable & doctor-friendly
alternative in clear aligners.

[ the other guys ]

The choice is clear.
(888) 331-3323
clearcorrect.com/doctors

Patients love clear aligners for lots of reasons: aligners move teeth effectively, 

they’re virtually invisible, and they’re easy to put on and take off. For years, 

however, high lab fees have put aligners out of reach for many patients. Now 

that’s changed, thanks to ClearCorrect. Our clear aligners offer the same 

effectiveness, clarity, and convenience at a price that has everyone smiling.

Start saving up to 40% on your lab fees today. Call by 4/30/11 to 
receive a special offer when you mention promo code “ADA3.”

“I switched to ClearCorrect just over a year ago, and the change has been 

wonderful. I’ve already started over 120 cases and saved tens of thousands of 

dollars in lab fees. Having treated over 1400 cases with your competitor, I felt 

the transition was quite smooth. As I started new cases, I told the patients 

I switched—not a single patient refused the switch. As a matter of fact, I 

re-treated several of the competitor’s cases, and they preferred the feel of 

ClearCorrect to the competitor’s product.” —Dr. Peter Rivoli, DDS

$1549 $995
The 2011 ADA Member Benefits hand-

book is on its way to your mailbox, provid-
ing you with an overview of the services and
resources available to you as a 2011 ADA
member. 

With so many new and enhanced
resources available—including new travel
benefits, the online Buying Guide, Find-a-
Dentist feature and the ADA e-publica-
tions—this guide can help you take full
advantage of your membership. The hand-
book is a members-only resource, with an
electronic version also available on the Mem-
ber Center at “ada.org/members”. ■

National Signing
Day Season
Encouraging students to
convert to active membership

Association mails
2011 Member
Benefits handbook 

Atlanta—Visit ADA Booth 2233 at the 99th
Thomas P. Hinman Dental Meeting March 24-
26 to order the latest ADA Catalog products and
get answers to membership questions.

While there, members are encouraged to check
out a variety of ADA Catalog products including
the new CDT 2011-2012: The ADA Practical
Guide to Dental Procedure Codes, as well as pick
up samples of best-selling ADA patient education
brochures. Member dentists can also have a free
portrait taken and update their Find-a-Dentist
profile on ADA.org to increase new patient
growth.

All ADA Catalog orders placed at the Atlanta
meeting will receive a 10 percent discount; orders
more than $150 will receive a 15 percent dis-
count. ■

ADA product
discounts at
Hinman

15.qxp:Layout 1  3/2/11  2:35 PM  Page 15



16_17.qxp:Layout 1  3/1/11  8:29 AM  Page 2



16_17.qxp:Layout 1  3/1/11  8:29 AM  Page 3



BY STACIE CROZIER
Michigan City, Ind.—HealthLinc community

health center’s dental clinic in Michigan City cel-
ebrated the Presidents Day holiday Feb. 21 by
hosting its first Give Kids A Smile Day.

After months of planning, Dr. Scott Van
Slambrouck and Dr. Gordon Won and the dental
clinic staff were ready at 8 a.m. to offer free den-
tal exams, cleanings, fluoride varnish and oral
health education to 39 children. Kids and par-
ents alike were quizzed on the children’s dietary
and oral care habits and the staff members were
pleasantly surprised to learn that some patients
had healthy diet and lifestyle habits and few or
no cavities, although cavities were found in the
mouths of several children.

“I don’t eat candy,” said Heidi, an 8th-grader
from Elston Middle School. Although she could-
n’t remember the last time she’d had a dental
cleaning, Dr. Van Slambrouck praised her for her
oral care proficiency, noting that she had very lit-
tle plaque and no cavities.

Jayden, age 2, brought his sippy cup to his
first dental visit. The cup, his mom said, had a
little juice diluted with water, and Dr. Won was
able to convince Jayden to put down the cup and
open wide for a quick exam.

The dentists and team members reviewed
brushing and flossing instructions and diet choic-
es with every family and provided a detailed
report for every child seen. Kids left with goodie
bags filled with dental products, activity sheets
and patient education materials plus a shiny red
apple to eat later in the day, after their fluoride
varnish drying time of 30 minutes.

Typical February weather that included inter-
mittent sleet, freezing rain and snow didn’t ham-
per attendance or dampen enthusiasm during the
event.

“Today we are seeing all new patients,” said
Dr. Van Slambrouck. “Our goal was to use
GKAS to reach out to new kids, ages 1-18, to
recommend follow-up care as needed and to pro-
mote the importance of establishing a dental
home. We figured holding the event on a school
holiday would make it easier for families to
schedule an appointment.”

Families who had transportation concerns
received tokens for MC Transit, the city’s public

transportation system, so they could easily travel
to the downtown clinic.

He said the response from the community was
overwhelming. Within days of promoting the
GKAS day to school nurses in Michigan City
and other LaPorte County schools, they’d filled
every appointment slot.

“We could have had an even bigger program,”

Dr. Van Slambrouck said.
“Next year we will defi-
nitely see even more chil-
dren. The main purpose is
to let people know that we
are here and to help parents realize that dental
caries is a disease that causes many children in
our community pain and suffering. Kids go to
school in pain more often than parents realize,
but it’s something we can treat or prevent. 

“Sometimes parents suspect a problem and
they feel guilty that their child has a cavity and
they hesitate to see a dentist because of that. We
want to reassure them that it’s a very common
childhood disease, and there are steps we can
take together to alleviate a child’s pain and to
help prevent future cavities.”

Altogether, the Michigan City clinic provided
32 cleanings and fluoride varnish applications
and 41 sealants and assigned dental homes for 21
patients.

HealthLinc community health center, which
started as a single clinic in nearby Valparaiso,
Ind., now has four clinics serving Porter, LaPorte,
Starke and Jasper counties. The clinics offer med-
ical and dental care services for Medicaid patients
and for uninsured and underinsured patients on
a sliding fee scale. The Michigan City office
opened in 2008, and last year the dental clinic
treated about 2,000 patients.

HealthLinc’s community outreach efforts also
include a back-to-school health fair and press con-
ference each August as part of National Health
Center Week. Last year, some 300 children
received needed immunizations (in accordance
with changing state laws on immunizations) and

more than 150 kids received sports physicals dur-
ing events at three clinics. Kids in need of dental
care also received dental screenings and oral
hygiene and dietary education and all kids who
attended enjoyed games and refreshments, and
received backpacks full of school supplies.

“We’ve grown like crazy,” said Dr. Van Slam-
brouck. “There is a real need in the community
and I’m glad to be a part of the solution.”

A 2007 graduate from Indiana University
School of Dentistry in Indianapolis, Dr. Van
Slambrouck said he made a decision early on to
become a community health center dentist rather
than opening a private dental practice.

“The more I looked at my career options, the
more community health center dentistry excited
me,” he said. “I wanted to make a difference for
families that needed help.”

HealthLinc’s Valparaiso clinic also hosted its
first GKAS on Feb. 21, and saw 43 children.

“I had participated in GKAS several times dur-
ing dental school, and I really enjoyed it,” said
Dr. Van Slambrouck. “It’s a great way to reach
out into the community and to highlight the
need for dental care for people who might not be
able to afford it. We discussed it at a HealthLinc
staff meeting and decided it was something we
wanted to do. We are enjoying our day today,
and we’re already looking forward to next year’s
GKAS.” ■

—croziers@ada.org
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Indiana community health center
inaugurates GKAS on Presidents Day

New patient: Jayden, age 2, checks out the
operatory from mom’s lap during his first den-
tal visit on GKAS day.

Ready: Payton, left, and Nevaeh smile before their appointments.

An apple a day: Kaitlyn, Brendon and Shannon show off their apples after their cleanings
and exams Feb. 21 at the Michigan City (Ind.) GKAS event.

GKAS donation: CareCredit, founding donor of the ADA Foundation Give Kids A Smile
Fund, presents a $100,000 donation during the GKAS National Advisory Board meet-
ing Feb. 23 in Chicago. On hand for the presentation are, from left, Dr. William R. Cal-
non, ADA president-elect; Jeff Beutler, ADA Foundation interim CEO; Cindy Hearn,
CareCredit senior vice president, Marketing; Steve Kess, Henry Schein Inc. vice presi-
dent, Global Professional Relations; and Dr. Raymond F. Gist, ADA president.

All done: 11-year-old Mykel shows off a fresh smile after receiv-
ing a cleaning and exam from Dr. Scott Van Slambrouck with
help from dental assistant Samantha Fickle.
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BY CRAIG PALMER
Washington—Community cooperation was the

key to “a very rewarding” Give Kids A Smile
event in the District of Columbia Feb. 4, “a win-
win situation for all,” said Dr. Stephen P. Tigani,
GKAS chair.

“There was a vast amount of cooperation
between the general and dental communities,”
he told the ADA News. “The District of
Columbia Dental Society member volunteers,
Howard University dental and hygiene stu-
dents and Howard University faculty and staff
came together to provide excellent quality care
to the children of Harriet Tubman Elementary
School.

“There were 34 member volunteers, 14 of
their staff, 169 dental and hygiene students, the
D.C. Dental Society staff and Howard faculty
that helped treat over 150 children. Treatment

consisted of screenings, prophys,
sealants and restorative care.

“This was indeed another
great day for dentistry, allowing
us to raise the level of awareness
for the need to treat the under-
privileged and to increase the
access of care for those less for-
tunate. Overall, it was a win-
win situation for all.” ■

—palmerc@ada.org
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Smile gathering: Howard University College of Dentistry juniors and seniors volunteer Feb. 4 at Give Kids A Smile. 

Treatment time: Dr. Tristram C. Kruger and
students Joshwin Hall (standing left) and
Stephen Green (seated) treat one of more
than 150 children during the DC Dental
Society-Howard University GKAS event.

DC GKAS ‘win-win’ for
community, profession

Photos courtesy of D.C. Dental Society

Maryland GKAS: Dr. Michael Virts examines a
patient at Frederick Pediatric Dentistry in
Frederick, Md. Dr. Joseph Camacho and Dr.
Virts provided exams, cleanings, fluoride
varnish, X-rays, restorations and sealants to
12 children Feb. 4. Participating kids also
received dental care instruction and goodie
bags.
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BY KELLY SODERLUND
Reno, Nev.—For northern Nevada, Give Kids

A Smile Day is more than just the first Friday in
February. 

Children from low-income families and unin-
sured children in the region don’t just get a day;
they can take advantage of free care year-round.
Since 1982, dentists, including specialists, in the
Northern and Northeastern Nevada Dental soci-
eties have been offering pro bono dental care for
children in need as part of a continuous GKAS
program throughout the year. 

Currently, 42 percent of dentists in the two
societies participate, offering both general and
specialty care. In 2003, the two dental societies
partnered with the Saint Mary’s Health Network
to expand the program and provide more
resources. 

“The heart of our year-round program is the
corps of volunteer dentists who donate their
time and talent to treat marginalized and at-
risk children in northern Nevada,” said Lori
Benvin, executive director of the Northern
Nevada Dental Society. “The attractiveness of
volunteering for our program is that it gives
providers the choice to provide care all at once,
as in a day in February, or span their volun-
teerism by treating children periodical ly
throughout the year in their offices. Our com-
munity partner Saint Mary’s gives us referral
collaboration, a mandatory nutrition education
course for all qualified families, and, as our fis-
cal agent, data collection with annual volunteer
continuing education credit hours given to our
providers.”

But the year-round services never diminish the
cornerstone GKAS events on the first Friday in
February of every year. Dental offices in Reno,

Fallon and Gardnerville, Nev., held events Feb. 4
and 5 this year. 

Drs. Eric and Elizabeth Park hosted a GKAS
event in Gardnerville on Feb. 5, treating 36 chil-
dren and donating $9,600 worth of dental ser-
vices. The plan is to see some of the children
throughout the year to finish their dental treat-
ment. 

Three dentists and one orthodontist at The
Dentists’ Office in Fallon treated 102 children
and donated more than $54,000 on Feb. 4. The

free care included complete dental screenings, X-
rays, cleanings, fillings and sealants. 

The Northern Nevada Dental Society New
Dentist Committee coordinated its first GKAS
event this year at the Health Access Washoe
County clinic in Reno Feb. 5. A line began form-
ing at the office at 6 a.m., and by the time the
clinic opened at 9 a.m., it wrapped around the
building. 

This event was unique in that it was open to
any child, regardless of family income, first-come

first-served, said Dr. David White, chair of the
Nevada New Dentist Committee. 

“Our community is hurting as a whole, really
bad,” Dr. White said. 

Of the 90-100 children in line, eight dentists
were able to treat 68 children, providing $37,775
in free care. It was a feat that took the entire
seven hours the clinic was open. 

“Nobody stopped to take a lunch,” Dr. White
said. “I think we did really well.” ■

—soderlundk@ada.org
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Northern Nevada GKAS happens all year

Encouragement: A mom prompts a youngster to open wide for hygienist Kellie Butterworth,
left, and Dr. Elizabeth Park at the Gardnerville, Nev., GKAS.

Taking a break: Dental hygienist Christine Leis-
ing has a GKAS patient show off his smile.

North Carolina GKAS program aims
to help kids affected by budget cuts
BY KAREN FOX

Greenville, N.C.—Always one of North Car-
olina’s largest Give Kids A Smile events, the East
Central Dental Society’s GKAS program faced
some added pressure this year. 

Turnout was actually down—only about one-
third of children scheduled to receive care came
for appointments Feb. 4. It’s a matter of concern
for organizers because state budget shortfalls have
limited the number of public health dental

hygienists who refer children to GKAS and per-
form school-based screenings. 

“That’s the difference between this year and
last year,” Dr. Lee Lewis told the Greenville,
N.C. Daily Reflector. “We didn’t have any eyes
in the schools.”

Dr. Lewis is the GKAS coordinator for Pitt
County and hosted events at his practice, Eastern
Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry. Using
2009 data, organizers worked with 10 area
schools that had the highest rates of decay to
identify children in need of care. About 125 chil-

Volunteers: Dr. Greg Chadwick, ADA presi-
dent 2001-2002, treats a young patient in
Greenville, N.C. Feb. 4.

Carolina pride: Dental assistant Mary
Monte prepares Timothy, a student from
Viewmont Elementary School, for Give
Kids A Smile Day treatment in the office
of Dr. William Litaker, right, in Hickory,
N.C. State legislators got an up-close look
at the state of children’s oral health in
Hickory Feb. 4. On Give Kids A Smile day
in Catawba County, 22 dentists and their
staff members provided care to area chil-
dren and extended invitations to elected
officials to visit participating offices.
State Sen. Austin Allran and State Rep.
Mark Hilton accepted the offer.

dren were scheduled for treatment Feb. 4.  
“We tried to get kids that didn’t have a dentist,

didn’t have dental insurance and were not Medic-
aid patients, kids that kind of fall in the cracks,
so to speak,” Dr. Billy Williams, GKAS co-chair,
told the Daily Reflector.

Dr. Greg Chadwick, ADA president in 2001-
2002, volunteered for GKAS in Greenville. In
the future, Dr. Chadwick envisions more GKAS
events taking place at the East Carolina Universi-
ty School of Dental Medicine, where he is associ-
ate dean for planning and extramural affairs.

ECU will have three service learning centers in
underserved areas of the region. 

GKAS coordinators invited state and federal
officials to attend events Feb. 4 in Greenville and
several did, including U.S. Rep. Walter B. Jones
Jr. (R-N.C.). ■

—foxk@ada.org

Fun: A little girl enjoys the festivities in
Greenville while waiting for treatment. 
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Newark, N.J.—Children across New Jersey
had several reasons to smile Feb. 4: free oral
screenings, education, preventive care and treat-
ment were performed as part of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry/New Jersey Dental
School’s 2011 Give Kids A Smile program. 

In partnership with the ADA and New Jersey
Dental Association, the event is aimed at chil-
dren 12 and under whose families lack access to
regular dental care. A generous grant from the
PNC Foundation funded the event and will pro-
vide free treatment for those children found to
have acute dental needs. 

About 400 children received care at the dental
school’s five sites, and for the first time, an ortho-
dontic screening component was offered. 

More than 150 NJDS faculty members, third-
and fourth-year dental students, postgraduate
residents, dental hygiene and dental assistant stu-
dents volunteered their time. ■
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Cool shades: GKAS participants at the La Grange, Ill., Community Nurse Health
Association don sunglasses that served as goodie bag gifts and safety glasses
during their dental visit.

Better view: NJDS international student
Shalini Thahe asks Kausun James to open
wide at GKAS. 

New Jersey
GKAS hosts
400 kids 
at five sites

Looking good: 7-year-old Shaniya Alexander
of Newark shows off her smile at the NJDS
Give Kids A Smile program. 
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BY KELLY SODERLUND
The Pacific Partnership 2011 and the Contin-

uing Promise 2011 are seeking dental and other
health care volunteers to join humanitarian
efforts in the South Pacific and South America
and Latin America.

The University of California San Diego Pre-
Dental Society Non-Governmental Organization
will work with the U.S. Navy on two humanitar-
ian missions this year. 

Continuing Promise 2011 will use the USNS
Comfort Hospital Ship to travel from Baltimore
to Jamaica, through the Panama Canal to Peru,
Ecuador, Columbia, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Costa Rica, then back through the
canal to Haiti. 

The Pacific Partnership 2011 will use the USS
Cleveland, traveling from San Diego to Pearl
Harbor, Tonga and Vanuatu before a rest stop in

Centralia, Ill.—The Belize Mission Project
seeks dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants
and dental laboratory technicians to volunteer
for its projects in October and November.

Mission trips are scheduled for Oct. 14-22 and
Nov. 4-12. Since 1991, the project has sent year-
ly teams to provide medical and dental care to
the Central American nation of Belize.

In 2010, 90 volunteers treated almost 4,000
patients in two one-week projects and dental vol-
unteers began a denture-making component for
the first time.

For more information, log on to
“www.belizemissionproject.com” or call Dr.
Frank Whipps at 1-618-532-1821. 

For information on a variety of other interna-
tional volunteer opportunities, visit
“http://internationalvolunteer.ada.org”. The
ADA International Volunteer Website lists more
than 100 organizations that offer volunteer
opportunities for dental professionals world-
wide. ■

New Caledonia, then Papua New Guinea, a rest
stop in Darwin, Australia then on to Timor Leste
and Micronesia. 

Both ships leave around April 1. 
“We are seeking dentists, specialists, hygienists,

assistants and translators to help in these missions,”
said Dr. Irvin B. Silverstein, UCSD Pre-Dental
Society dental director/advisor. The Pre-Dental
Society NGO is a civilian partner for the Navy’s
Continuing Promise and Pacific Partnership effort. 

Dr. Silverstein is also recruiting medical, phar-
macy, nursing, veterinary and other health and
engineering professionals. Pre-professional stu-
dents and students in the professional fields can
also come with the proper credentials. 

“All of the students who volunteer for these
missions are experienced technicians and will be
supervised by dentists who are licensed to prac-
tice or teach in the United States,” Dr. Silverstein
said. “These technicians will only perform proce-
dures for which they’ve received proper educa-
tion and training.” 

Volunteers do not have to stay for the entire
mission and can come on and off the ship. Pref-
erence will go to those who can stay on for
longer periods of time. Volunteers must pay for
their transportation to and from the ship.  

The humanitarian missions provide both
health care services and infrastructure support.
Last year, 133 civilian volunteers from the
UCSD NGO traveled to Vietnam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Timor-Leste and Papua New Guinea.
The Pacific Partnership saw more than 101,000
patients and 2,800 animals. 

“These missions change the lives of partici-
pants from our nation, partner nations and host
nations,” Dr. Silverstein said. “Our participants
have been able to help with and see some amaz-
ing things as well as bring friendship, under-
standing and build closer relationships with dif-
ferent people in the world.” 

Anyone interested in volunteering for either mis-
sion should send his or her name, profession (if stu-
dent, name of institution) and contact information
to Dr. Silverstein at “dsilverstein22@cox.net”. ■

—soderlundk@ada.org
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U.S. Navy seeks volunteers
for two humanitarian missions

Fancy faces: Alice Nguyen, a dental assistant, visits children at an Indonesian school in 2010. 

Child’s play: Dr. E.J. Welch, a dentist from
Massachusetts, stands with children at one
of the clinics in Indonesia last year. 

Open wide: Dr. Jan Westberry, right, a dentist from Florida, treats a patient and is assisted
by Linda Alsad, a dental assistant. 

Volunteers sought for
Belize mission trips

Geneva—Jean-Luc Eiselé, Ph.D., has been
appointed executive director of the FDI World
Dental Federation, effective March 7.

Dr. Eiselé will head the FDI office based in
Geneva, Switzerland, where he will be responsible
managing FDI activities and implementing its
strategic and operational plans under the direc-
tion of the FDI Council and General Assembly.

Dr. Eiselé’s professional background includes
more than a decade in medical professional associa-
tion management. He earned a master’s of science
in natural sciences from Lausanne University,
Switzerland. He received a Ph.D. in microbiology
from Basel University, Switzerland. Part of his
Ph.D. work was conducted at the European Molec-
ular Biology Laboratory in Heidelberg, Germany.
After completing a postdoctoral degree at the Insti-
tute Pasteur in Paris, France, he was offered a per-
manent position. In 1999, Jean-Luc joined the

European Respiratory Society
in Lausanne as scientific and
educational activities manag-
er. In 2001 he was promoted
to deputy executive director
and in 2007 appointed exec-
utive director of ERS.

“Jean-Luc has a unique
mix of experience in associa-
tion management, in-depth
knowledge of publication
and communication, combined with a scientific
and academic background,” said Dr. Roberto
Vianna, FDI president. “His experience in con-
gress organization, development of educational
programs, scientific journals and fundraising will
be essential for the support of our activities.”

Dr. Eiselé also has experience in advocacy and
was involved in the World Health Organization

initiative on noncommunicable diseases in the
respiratory field. While at ERS, he contributed
to the success of the Year of the Lung 2010 and
the launch of the first World Spirometry Day.

Dr. Greg Chadwick, FDI speaker, and past
ADA president, said, “We are delighted to have
Jean-Luc join the FDI as its executive director. He
brings strong expertise and broad experience to
our organization. His strategic insight, networking
and fundraising skills will help FDI further fulfill
its mission for the benefits of all our members.”

“I am very honored to be appointed as execu-
tive director of the FDI, especially at a time
when oral health is starting to be acknowledged
by the key global stakeholders as a major health
burden in low- and middle-income countries,”
said Dr. Eiselé. “I am excited to support the
efforts of FDI members and council, along with
an excellent professional staff team.” ■

FDI appoints new executive director

Dr. Eiselé
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BY STACIE CROZIER
Anchorage, Alaska—An Anchorage dentist

opened his office doors Feb. 11 to provide free
emergency dental care to patients in need.

Dr. Terry J. Preece and his staff at the Anchor-
age Health Smile Center saw 24 patients between
7 a.m. and 10 p.m. and donated nearly $10,000
in free dental care to those with a dental emer-
gency who could not otherwise afford care.

“After working 14-1/2 hours, we were exhausted
but ecstatic that we had been able to help so many
people,” said Dr. Preece. “During these hard eco-

nomic times, the
spirit of giving
and helping is
needed more than
ever. I’m grateful
that I have been a
part of such an
incredible profes-
sion for more
than 30 years and
could provide this
service.”

Dr. Preece and
the dental team
provided exams,
cleanings, fill-
ings, extractions
and palliative
emergency care.
Dr. Preece’s wife
Debbie, presi-
dent of the

Alliance of the American Dental Association,
operated the front desk, registering all the
patients who were treated. Local radio and televi-
sion stations assisted by spreading the word in
the community about the free clinic.

This event was the fourth Free Dental Emer-
gency Day Dr. Preece has sponsored, but as a
new Anchorage resident, this is the first obser-
vance in the City of Lights and Flowers. ■
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Continued from page one
• Science and Technology—a look at

the latest scientific, evidence-based
and clinical information;

• Expanding Knowledge—a list of
upcoming continuing education and
training opportunities; 

• Vendor Showcase—a compilation of
special promotions and discounts for
ADA members. 

In addition to these six e-pubs, affili-
ate members receive Global Connec-
tions, which keeps them apprised of
ADA information and benefits. 

The e-publications are available to all
members. 

Visit “ada.org/epubsubscribe” for more
information or call the ADA toll-free
number to submit an e-mail address. ■

BRIEFS

Anchorage
dentist
donates
emergency
dental care

At work: Dr. Terry Preece
treats a patient Feb. 11
during the Anchorage
Healthy Smile Center Free
Dental Emergency Day.

Eye on advocacy: Alliance of the ADA mem-
bers gather Jan. 24 at ADA Headquarters for
a briefing on how the midterm elections
might influence how AADA members focus
advocacy efforts with legislators. Pictured
are, front row: Patsy Dumas, AADA vice pres-
ident; 2nd row: Debbie Torbush, AADA presi-
dent-elect; Debbie Preece, AADA president;
3rd row: Dr. Angela Noguera; Renae Neu-
berger; Betty Nunokawa; 4th row: Judy
Sebelius; Tana Hopke; Dr. Rekha Gehani;
Lisa Stiegler; Barbara Silvius; Mary Kay Cal-
non; Teresa Theurer; Rose Ann Szarko; Jan
Bierschbach; Lynn Charlton; Jane Auld;
Karen Kraus; Debbie Vernon; Nancy Sybrant;
Trish Rubik-Rothstein, AADA director.
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