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Dear NODA members, 

I h o p e 
ev e r y o n e 

is having a 
w o n d e r f u l 
and busy 
jumpstart to 
their summer 
schedule! 

Our New  
Orleans Dental Conference & 
Louisiana Dental Association’s 
Committee Chair, Dr. James 
Burns, along with many committee 
members, have been working 
diligently to line up a great host of 
events for next year’s Conference. 
The Conference will be held April 

10-11, 2025 at the downtown New 
Orleans Astor Crowne Plaza located 
at Bourbon and Canal. We can’t 
wait to share the details with you 
all! French Quarter fest will be held 
on April 10-13, 2025 celebrating the 
music, food, history and people that 
make New Orleans the destination 
location with its rich heritage.

Our next General Membership 
meeting with a two-hour CE 
will be September 18th at the 
Ridgeway of Old Metairie. Earl 
Peter Park, DMD, MD is a board-
certified surgeon with specific 
focus on treating patients with oral 
cancer and pathology. The lecture 
is intended to provide a better 
understanding of the comprehensive 
management of oral cancer patients 
including: screening, biopsy, 
ablation-reconstructive surgery, and 
rehabilitation. Be on the lookout for 
the announcements! 

ADA’s SmileCon®, opened 
registration beginning on May 8, 
2024! Join dental professionals 
from around the nation on October 
17-19, 2024 at the New Orleans 
Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center. Please make sure to 
register for this annual meeting 
offering continuing education, 
networking opportunities, hundreds 
of exhibitors, social events and 
fun! Thank you to all of our local 
and state component members 
and leaders that have graciously 
volunteered for ADA’s SmileCon®!  
I hope you all have a wonderful 
summer and looking forward to 
seeing you all at our next General 
Membership meeting! As always, 
we are here to support and to 
provide our members with any 
questions and concerns relating to 
our organization.
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Dear NODA membership, 
 
It is with pleasure that I serve you as NODA President for the coming year. We have a lot left to do, but we 
also have a lot to be proud of. Being a part of the ADA, LDA, NODA Tripartite is in my opinion, the most 
important thing we carry forward as a legacy to those who come after us.  
 
The word “tripartite” means “composed of three parts.” The three parts of ADA membership—through your 
component (local) dental society, constituent (state and district or territory) dental society, and American 
Dental Association—complement each other. Each level offers valuable benefits and resources to members. 
 
So many of the benefits of our NODA membership come from being in the family of our guiding mothership, 
the ADA. Examples of benefits that the ADA passes on to us are: 
 

• Free Online Continuing Education, Over 120 Courses Available 24/7 
• $50,000 Professional Liability Insurance 
• $2,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance 
• Identity Theft Protection 
• Fellowship and Mastership Programs 
• Subscription to The Dental Assistant Journal 
• Monthly ADAA Update E-Newsletter 
• Membership in State and Local Chapters 
• Opportunities for Leadership Positions 
• Opportunities to be a Published Author 
• Member Search 
• Tech Gear Discount Club 
• Telehealth-Dental-Vision Savings Plans 
• Short Term Medical - National General 
• Dental PPO Plan – National General  
• Vision Savings Pass (VSP) – National General  
• Office Depot/OfficeMax Member Discounts 
• International Travel Medical Insurance 
• RxSavings Plus Discount Card 
• Hearing Aid Discounts 
• Exclusive Worldwide Travel Discount Program 
• Orlando Discounts 
• Hotel Discounts 
• Car Rental Discounts 

 
Again, it’s a pleasure and an honor to represent you in the coming year and I ask that each of you take part in 
moving our Association forward. Thanks once again, and best wishes for a wonderful 2024! 
 

N E W  O R L E A N S  D E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N 

NODA News
MISSION STATEMENT

To maintain a cohesive organization that 
serves its membership by promoting the art, 
science and professionalism of dentistry, and 
by communicating the value of optimal oral 
health to the community.
VOL. 62	 SUMMER ‘24	 NO. 06

NODA News  is now included 
on the ADA’s new publishing 

and archival repository,  ADA 
Commons.  The development of 
ADA Commons was voted on by the 
House of Delegates and specifically 
created for the State and Local 
affiliates to facilitate the publishing, 
disseminating, and archiving 
of association publications and 

scientific materials.  This growing 
resource features materials from 
associations across the United 
States, as well as archival content 
from ADA. NODA members can 
search and browse content from 
NODA News going back to 1997, 
as well as explore the publications 
of fellow ADA societies!

…Where students, faculty and 
administration can submit a 
photo, news, and/or announce-
ments relating to organized  
dentistry and charity events 
at LSUSD! Please sub-
mit your entry to both  
kmsperio@gmail.com and info@
nodental.org. 

Send your school news to:

The Tiger’s Tooth Probe!

NODA NEWS NOW A PART  
OF THE ADA COMMONS    
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NODA News
MISSION STATEMENT

To maintain a cohesive organization that 
serves its membership by promoting the art, 
science and professionalism of dentistry, and 
by communicating the value of optimal oral 
health to the community.

NODA News is published every month with
the exception of June and August. Deadline
for ads and editorial material is the 10th of
the month preceding publication. Ads and 
news should be sent to: info@nodental.org

NODA News is a publication of the New
Orleans Dental Assn., 2121 N. Causeway

Blvd., Suite 153, Metairie, LA 70001.
Phone (504) 834-6449
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We had a 
s u c c e s s f u l 
L o u i s i a n a 
D e n t a l 
Association’s 
House of 
D e l e g a t e s 
m e e t i n g 
and Annual 

Session on March 23, 2024! We 
welcome new delegates, Dr. Katie 
Dols, Dr. Mark Wightman, and 
Dr. Courtney Wightman for this 
year’s meeting in Baton Rouge, 
LA. Big congratulations to our 
district members, Dr. Jeffry 
Leeson on receiving the LDA’s 
Distinguished Service Award and 

Dr. Maria Burmaster on receiving 
the Humanitarian Award during the 
meeting. 

It’s Lobbying Day for dentist 
at the National and State level in 
April! Thanks to the LDA and 
our constituents that represented 
dentists at the 7th annual ADA 
Dentist and Student Lobby Day 
on April 7-9, 2024. We had 12 
dental student representatives 
from the LSU School of 
Dentistry joining to advocate 
for our patients, professions, and 
practices. Our LDA’s Dentists 
Day at the Legislature is April 
24, 2024! NODA appreciates 
all the support at the legislative 
meeting at the State capitol in 
Baton Rouge, LA! 

In the month of May, we will 

have our annual crawfish party 
at The Kamp on May 10, 2024 
from 4:30pm - 7:30pm.  Please 
don’t forget to register for this 
amazing event and bring your 
dental team members for a great 
outdoor gathering. Thanks to 
our sponsors for supporting this 
event! 

Lastly, ADA’s SmileCon® 
will be held October 17-19, 2024 
at the Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center and registration is starting 
on May 8. Please make sure to 
register! We are looking for hosts 
for speakers and hospitality 
for any members interested in 
volunteering and representing 
our local component at the 
ADA’s SmileCon®! Please contact 
our NODA for more information. 
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