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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r

V ol. 10, N o . 11 -  Saturday, June 1, 1957

NEW JERSEY COURT DISMISSES $200,000 LIBEL SUIT 
FILED AGAINST THE A.D.A. BY ANTI-FLUORIDATIONIST

A  lib e l suit fo r  $ 20 0 ,0 0 0  dam ages fr o m  the A m e rica n  Dental A s s o c ia t io n  w hich w as file d  
la st  fa ll b y  D r. R o b e rt  J . H. M ick , o f  L a u re l S prin gs, N .J ., was d is m is s e d in S u p erior  C ou rt 
in C am den , N .J ., la s t  w eek by Judge E dw ard V . M artin o . The co u r t  ru led  that no l ib e l  had 
been  com m itted  and d is m is s e d  the suit at the co n c lu s io n  o f  the p la in tiff 's  c a s e . In addition  to 
the A .D .A ., the defendants w ere  D r. L on  W. M o r r e y , ed itor o f The Jou rn a l o f the A m e r ica n  
D ental A s s o c ia t io n , and H erb ert B . B ain , d ir e c to r , A .D .A . B ureau o f  P u b lic  In form ation . D r. 
M ick , an outspoken  opponent o f  w ater flu or id a tion , ch a rg ed  in h is suit that a le tte r  w ritten  by 
M r. Bain and ce r ta in  a r t ic le s  reg a rd in g  flu or id a tion  w hich w ere pu blish ed  in The Jou rn a l 
con ta in ed  lib e lou s  statem ents. The le tte r  in question  was w ritten  by M r . Bain in 1954 in 
resp on se  to an in qu iry  from  M aj. C h a r le s  Y ea tes , an a rm y  o f f ic e r  who was se rv in g  with Dr . 
M ick  in G erm a n y  at the tim e. M r . Bain stated that the A s s o c ia t io n  d isa g re e d  with D r . M ic k 's  
ch a rg e s  re la tin g  to flu orid a tion  and added: " The A sso c ia t io n  b e lie v e s  D r. M ic k 's  v iew s to be 
based  on com p le te  m is in fo rm a tion  and to be tota lly  ir r e s p o n s ib le ." In com m en tin g  on D r. 
M ic k 's  c la im  that this la tter statem ent was lib e lo u s , Judge M artino d e c la re d :

M y c o n c lu s io n … is  that the le tte r  con ta in s m e re ly  an op in ion  sent to a p erson  who had 
a righ t to know; no m a lic e ; nothing d e ro g a to ry  to D r . M ic k 's  p ro fe s s io n a l status o r  
a b ility  was quoted o r  set forth  in that le tte r . It was m e r e ly  a d isa g reem en t with the 
v iew  that D r. M ick  has. C erta in ly , we in A m e r ic a  h aven 't lo s t  that p r iv ile g e  yet.

To com m en t upon a p e rs o n 's  v iew s is  ce r ta in ly  not lib e lo u s . It has been  held  in 
m any c a s e s ,  i f  you explain  a ll the fa cts  and vehem ently  d isa g re e  with that p e rso n  
and put it in w ritin g , that is not m a lic e , b eca u se  if  it  w ere , the co u r ts  would be 
loa d ed  with suits o f this type.

COURT RU LES AGAINST 
D E B A T E  ON FLU ORIDATION

In his opin ion , Judge M artino pointed  out that 
D r. M ic k 's  nam e had not been m en tion ed  in v a r ­
ious a r t ic le s  publish ed  in The Jou rn a l w hich 

com m en ted  on se v e ra l ind ividuals who op p osed  flu orid a tion . Judge M artino d e c la re d  that it 
w ould be "s tre tch in g  the im agination  too fa r "  to b e lie v e  that the gen era l statem ents in these 
a r t ic le s  r e fe r r e d  d ir e c t ly  o r  even in d ire c tly  to D r. M ick . Judge M artin o ru led  that the qu estion  
o f flu or id a tion  was not in volved  in the c a s e  and d e c la re d  that h is  co u r tro o m  cou ld  not be u sed  as 
a foru m  in w hich  flu orid a tion  cou ld  be debated . In con clu d in g  h is op in ion , Judge M artin o sa id :

The A m e rica n  D ental A s s o c ia t io n  apparently  fe e ls  that the ca u se  w hich th e ir  m e m ­
b e rsh ip  stands fo r  o r  en d orses  is  a good  one; they fe e l  that it is  a m atter o f public 
c o n c e r n ; they fe e l that the gen era l public should be told  who are  som e of the m en  
who a re  opposin g  their line o f thought, and it is  a good  public s e r v ic e  b eca u se  som e 
o f  the in div iduals who have been  ex p osed  c erta in ly  would su ggest that they are  not 
the righ t type of people  to stand side by side fo r  a m a tter w hich m igh t be fo r  the 
ben efit o f  the gen era l p u b lic .
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I can 't  see how any of the com m ents in any o f  these publications can be said to be 
actionable as far as this plaintiff is  con cern ed . It is  m y firm  conviction  that the p lain­
tiff has not as a m atter of law supplied those facts which would ju stify  a ju ry  d e lib e r ­
ating on the question of dam ages.

It has been said tim e and again that it is always fo r  the judge to say whether a docu ­
m ent is capable in law o f being a lib e l. That is  the C ou rt's  job ; unless the cou rt feels  
that the facts are such that a question of law is settled in his m ind that possib ly  a 
lib e l has been com m itted, then it becom es his duty to let the ju ry  deliberate as to the 
ultim ate verd ict, but where the judge fee ls  that any statements or  publications are not 
libelous at law , then it becom es his duty to take the case  from  the ju ry  and enter a d is ­
m issa l o f the action.

So that, m y d ecis ion  is a judgment o f d ism issa l with prejudice w ill be entered in favor 
of the defendants.

DR. MICK SERVES AS MAJOR 
WITNESS IN HIS OWN BEHALF

The presentation of Dr. M ick 's  c a s e , in which he 
was his own m ajor w itness, took two and on e - 
half days. In addition to D r . M ick , w itnesses for 

the plaintiff included three physicians, D r. G eorge L . Waldbott, o f D etroit, M ich .; D r. M a x  S. 
Rohde, o f  New Y ork, and D r. Jonathan F orm an, o f Colum bus, Ohio, all o f whom testified  that 
they agreed  with D r. M ick 's  view s opposing w ater fluoridation . A  ju ry  of eight m en and four 
women se lected  to hear the case  was autom atically d ism issed  when the ca se  was thrown out of 
cou rt. The A .D .A . was defended in the suit by Attorney Anthony M. L a r io , o f Camden, N.J.

HOSPITAL DENTAL SERVICE WORKSHOP TO OPEN JUNE 17

D r. R u ssell N elson , d irector  o f Johns Hopkins H ospital, B a ltim ore; D r. Hugh E . H ussey, 
dean o f the G eorgetow n U niversity M edica l S chool, Washington, D .C ., and D r. H arold 
H illenbrand, o f C h icago, secretary  o f  the A .D .A ., w ill open the workshop on hospital dental 
se rv ice  sponsored  jo in tly  by the A .D .A . and the A m erican  Hospital A ssocia tion . The program , 
being held June 17-19 at the W illard H otel in Washington, D .C ., w ill include speeches, panel 
d iscu ssion s and w orkshops. Am ong the speakers w ill be D r. Edwin L. C rosb y , o f C hicago, 
d ire cto r  o f the A m erican  H ospital A ssocia tion ; D r. Kenneth B abcock , o f C h icago, d irector  o f the 
Joint C om m ission  on A ccred itation  o f  H osp ita ls ; D r. F red  Henny, o f D etroit, ed itor o f the 
Journal o f  O ral Surgery; D r. L eslie  M r. F itzG era ld , o f  Dubuque, Ia ., past president o f the 
A .D .A ., and D r. John E. Fauber, o f  Washington, D .C ., Veterans A dm inistration dental d irector . 
The program  w ill cov e r  the resp on sib ility  for  patient ca re  within the hospital, recognition  and 
approval o f hospital dental departm ents and educational program s in dentistry in hospitals. 
R eservations for  the con feren ce and additional inform ation are available from  the A .D .A . Coun­
c i l  on H ospital Dental S erv ice , 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, or  from  the Institute O ffice , 
A m erican  H ospital A ssocia tion , 18 E. D ivision  St., Chicago 10.

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 86,602

A .D .A . m em bership  totalled 86,602 as o f  A pril 30, n early  3,500 m ore  than the 83,146 
en rolled  at the same tim e the previous year. Com parative figures o f  two years ago reveal that 
m em bersh ip  has in creased  over 7,000. Included in the curren t total are 71,692 active, 4,332 
life , 193 affiliate, 19 associa te , 15 honorary and 10,351 student m em bersh ip s .

A.D.A. REPRESENTED AT NATIONAL CIVIL DEFENSE CONFERENCE

D r. John G. C a rr , o f  Cam den, N .J . ,  fo rm er  chairm an o f the A .D .A . Subcom m ittee on C iv il 
D efense, is representing the A .D .A . at the 5th annual national m edica l c iv il  defense con ference 
being held June 1 in New York C ity. The con feren ce  is  sponsored by the C ouncil on National 
D efense o f the A m erican  M edical A ssocia tion . The con feren ce will d iscu ss the responsib ilities  
o f  health groups in em ergencies  involving lethal radiation and radioactive fallout.
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99,227 DENTISTS IN UNITED STATES; 1,698 MORE THAN YEAR EARLIER

There w ere 99,227 dentists in the United States in m id-1956 , it was estim ated this week 
by the A .D .A . Bureau o f E conom ic R esearch  and Statistics. The report was based on the 1957 
A m erican  Dental D irectory . The tabulation listed  91,986 civilian  dentists and an additional 
7,241 serving in the arm ed fo rc e s , the Public Health Service and the V eterans A dm inistration . 
The new count showed 1,698 m ore  dentists than w ere listed  in the 1956 D irectory  and 3,344 
over the 1955 fig u re s . H ow ever, the ratio o f dentists to population d ecrea sed  somewhat 
nationally with one dentist to every  1,671 persons in the newest report com pared  with one to 
every  1,667 persons a year ea r lie r  and one to each 1,669 persons two years previously . Of all 
the dentists listed  in the 1957 D irectory , it was estim ated that 89,000 w ere active p r o fe s ­
sionally.

MORE UNIFORM DISTRIBUTION 
FOUND IN REGIONS, STATES

A  definite trend o f the past few years toward a 
m ore  uniform  distribution o f  dentists among 
regions and states was continued, accord in g to 

M r. B. Duane M oen, d irector  o f the Bureau o f  E conom ic R esearch  and S ta tistics . A s an 
exam ple, he noted that while the Southeast and Southwest regions o f the country again had the 
highest population-dentist ra tios, these regions also continued to show the greatest im p rov e ­
m ent in population-dentist ra tios. The Southeast ratio o f one dentist to every  2,990 persons 
com pared  to 3 ,076 the year before  while the Southwest showed 2,944 com pared  to 2,962 a year 
e a r lie r . A ll 15 states in the two regions im proved their ratios.

HIGHEST RATIO OF DENTISTS 
TO POPULATION ON TWO COASTS

G enerally, the east and w est coa sts  continued to 
be served  by m ore  dentists in proportion  to pop­
ulation than any other part o f the country. The 

m ost favorable ratio continued to be found in the area that includes D elaw are, the D istr ict o f 
Colum bia, M aryland, New J ersey , New Y ork, Pennsylvania and W est V irg in ia . In this region , 
there was one dentist for each 1,410 person s. New England again was in second place with one 
dentist fo r  each 1,498 p erson s. In the F ar W est, including C aliforn ia , Nevada, O regon and 
Washington, there was a ratio o f one dentist fo r  every  1,504 p erson s. F o r  the C entral states, 
the population per dentist was 1,701 and fo r  the Northwest states, it was 1,829. The D istrict of 
Colum bia was the individual leader with one dentist fo r  every  1,127 p erson s; New Y ork  state 
was second with one dentist for each 1,138 residents; M innesota was third with one dentist fo r  
every  1,364 p erson s, and O regon was fourth with one dentist fo r  each 1,365 p erson s. The least 
favorable ratios w ere in South C arolina with one dentist for every  4,767 persons and M is s is ­
sippi, where there was one dentist fo r  each 3,718 p erson s. H ow ever, these ratios com pared  
favorably with previous ones. A  year e a r lie r , one to 4,886 persons was reported  fo r  South 
C arolina and one to 3,908 for M iss iss ip p i.

CHARLES BOLTON NAMED TO NATIONAL ADVISORY DENTAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

M r. C harles Bingham Bolton, o f C leveland, has been appointed a lay m em ber of the National 
A d v isory  Dental R esearch  C ouncil, it was announced this week by Surgeon G eneral L e ro y  E. 
Burney o f  the U.S. Public Health S erv ice . M r. Bolton, a c iv ic  lead er, was the recip ien t o f an 
honorary degree from  the A m erican  C ollege of Dentists at its m eeting in C leveland in 1953. 
He i s also an honorary m em ber o f the Edward H. Angle Orthodontic S ociety . M r. Bolton is the 
son of M rs. F ran ces Bolton, Republican congressw om an from  Ohio. The National A d v isory  
Dental R esearch  C ouncil, com posed  of 12 m em b ers , m akes recom m endations to the National 
Institute o f Dental R esearch  regarding resea rch  grants to dental sch ools and resea rch  cen ters 
in the extram ural program  of the Institute.

NEW 'TOOTHBRUSHING' FOLDER NOW AVAILABLE
A  new 6-page fo lder entitled "Toothbrushin g ," which graphically illustrates a toothbrush­

ing technic, has been prepared by the A .D .A . Bureau o f Dental Health Education. A  se r ies  o f 
five c lo se -u p  photographs, inform ation on how, when and why to brush teeth, and advice on the 
type o f  dentifrice  and toothbrush to use are contained in the publication. The lea flets are 
available from  the A .D .A . O rder Department and can be obtained at 45 cents for  25 co p ie s ; 95 
cents for  50, and $1 .55  for 100.
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ASSOCIATION PROTESTS 'LIFE' MAGAZINE ARTICLE ON DENTAL HANDPIECE

The A ssocia tion  has protested  an artic le  on a dental handpiece that appeared in the M ay 20 
issue o f L ife M agazine. The six-page illustrated  a rtic le , entitled "A  D rill that Goes F aster 
and L essens Dental Pain ," is devoted alm ost entirely to the P age-C hayes high speed handpiece, 
d escr ibed  as " superior to any p iece o f new dental equipm ent," and to its inventor, D r. R ichard 
W. Page, o f Chappaqua, N .Y. In a letter to the editor on M ay 23, the A .D .A . Bureau o f Public 
Inform ation pointed out that the a rtic le  had evoked considerab le protest from  m em bers of the 
dental p rofession . The Bureau said:

In the opinion of staff scientists o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , the em phasis on 
one instrum ent presents a m isleading and distorted  p ictu re ; m o re o v e r , it largely  
overlook s  the w id e-sca le  developm ent and use o f other new equipment designed to 
m in im ize the vibration and d iscom fort associated  with the dental d r ill. While much 
o f the greatly in creased  resea rch  in dentistry today is  con cern ed  with preventive 
procedures to reduce the very  large rate o f  dental d isea se , o ra l rehabilitation, 
including treatm ent of dental ca v ities , is still a m a jor  part o f  d en tistry… To give 
an erroneous im pression  regarding the availability and superiority  of any particu lar 
instrum ent for this im portant aspect o f treatm ent can serve  only to m islead  the 
public - -  a m ost unfortunate developm ent in view o f some excellen t a rtic les  on 
dentistry that have appeared prev iou sly  in L ife .

RELIEF FUND REACHES NEW HIGH OF $127,871
Contributions to the Golden A nniversary drive o f the A .D .A . R elie f Fund reached a new a ll-  

tim e high of $ 127,871 as M ississ ip p i becam e the 49th constituent socie ty  to exceed  its goal. 
To date, only five constituent socie ties  and four federal dental se rv ice s  have failed to go over 
the 100 per cent m ark. The drive o ffic ia lly  ends June 30. A  breakdown of contributions by 
state and federa l dental serv ices  as of M ay 24 w ill be found on the en closed  M im eographed 
page.

DOCTOR DRAFT BILL APPROVED BY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The House o f R epresentatives on M ay 23 approved by unanimous vo ice  vote a doctor draft 

b ill (H. R . 6548) which includes m ost o f the recom m endations o f the A .D .A . The b ill, an 
amendment to the regular draft act, is now before  the Senate C om m ittee on A rm ed S erv ices . 
Indications w ere that the Senate com m ittee would act favorably on the b ill without holding 
hearings before  submitting it to the Senate fo r  approval. The m easure would lim it ca ll-u p s  
o f dentists and physicians to those subject to the regular draft and would continue the national, 
state and lo ca l specia l advisory  com m ittees to the Selective S ervice System .

CALIFORNIA DENTISTS COOPERATE IN POLIO VACCINE DRIVE

C aliforn ia  dentists in M ay coopera ted  in a state-w ide cam paign for  all those under 40 to 
re ce iv e  inoculation with Salk vaccine against po liom yelitis. The cam paign was led  by the state 
public health departm ent. In a specia l m essage , dentists w ere urged by the state division  of 
dental health, headed by D r. L loyd  F . R ich a rd s , to recom m end the vaccinations to their 
patients. Both the C aliforn ia  State Dental A ssocia tion  and the Southern C a liforn ia  State Dental 
A ssocia tion  took part.

DR. PERCY T. PHILLIPS RECEIVES JARVIE FELLOWSHIP MEDAL
D r. P e rcy  T . P h illips, of New Y ork, A .D .A . trustee, was awarded the Jarvie Fellow ship 

M edal " fo r  distinguished serv ice  to dentistry" during the 89th annual m eeting o f the Dental 
Society o f  the State o f New Y ork M ay 20-22 in New York C ity. The gold m edal, established 
by the late D r. W illiam  J a rv ie , is  awarded every  second year to a dentist who, in the opinion 
o f  the Jarvie F ellow ship  C om m ittee, m ateria lly  advances the art and scien ce  o f dentistry.
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