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a d a  N e w s  Le tte r
V ol. 10, N o. 5 -  F r id a y , M arch  1, 1957

BUILDING TO HOUSE DENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, 
DR. HARRY LYONS TESTIFIES BEFORE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

C r it ica l need fo r  sp a ce  m akes essen tia l the con stru ction  of a build ing to h ou se  the N ational 
Institute of Dental R e s e a rch , D r . H a rry  L y o n s , o f R ich m on d , V a ., p res id en t of the A .D .A ., told  
co n g re ssm e n  F eb . 28. In testim on y  p rep a red  fo r  d e liv e ry  b e fo re  the H ouse a p p rop ria tion s  su b 
com m ittee  w hich is condu cting h earin gs on a p ro p o se d  budget fo r  the D epartm ent of H ealth, 
E ducation  and W elfa re , D r. L yons noted that w hile $ 4 m illio n  had been  au th orized  fo r  the 
bu ild ing, no sum  had been  in clu ded  in the p rop osed  budget fo r  actual co n stru ctio n . D r . Lyons 
quoted fr o m  a unanim ous re p o r t  o f the Senate C om m ittee  on L abor and P u b lic  W elfa re  la st  y ea r 
w hich u rged  im m ediate  con stru ction  of the bu ild ing and pointed out that its postpon em en t fr o m  
the tim e that C on g ress  f i r s t  au th orized  funds fo r  con stru ction  of a N .I.D .R . build ing in 1948 was 
e x trem e ly  w astefu l both in term s of in cre a se d  build ing co s ts  and in plans draw n up at g rea t 
co s t . The re p o r t  added: " If this con stru ction  should be further postpon ed , it w ill be s t ill  m o re  
w astefu l. M ore  im portan t than the m on etary  a sp ects  o f this situation , h ow ev er , is  the fa c t  that 
la ck  of p rop er  fa c il it ie s  fo r  the Dental In stitu te 's  p ro g ra m  p oses a se r io u s  threat to this 
n ation 's  p ro g r e s s  tow ard  the e ffe ct iv e  con tro l and preven tion  of d is e a s e ."  D r. L yons sa id  that 
s u cce ss fu l r e s e a rc h  on dental d ise a se s  re q u ire s  the com bin ed  sk ills  o f m any kinds of s c ie n tis ts  
and pointed out that "o n ly  in an adequately  h ou sed , equipped and sta ffed  N ational Institute o f 
Dental R e se a rch  can a ll these w ork ers  and their e ffo rts  be fu lly  coord in a ted  in an e ffe ct iv e  
assau lt on m a jor  dental p r o b le m s ."  He sa id  that the A m e rica n  D ental A s s o c ia t io n  is con v in ced  
that "no sound argum ent ex ists  fo r  a fu rth er delay  in con stru ctin g  the Dental Institute b u ild in g ."

A .D .A . RECOM M ENDS $ 1 M ILLION 
INCREASE IN RESEA RCH  FUNDS

In another part o f h is testim on y , D r . L yons sa id  
that the A s s o c ia t io n  re com m en d s  a p p rop ria tion s  
of $ 7 ,430,000 fo r  dental health and re s e a r c h  

a ctiv it ie s  of the P u b lic  H ealth S e rv ice , an in cr e a s e  of $ 1 m illion  ov er  the p ro p o se d  budget and 
$ 1,404,000 ov er  the cu rre n t budget. D r. L yons sa id  the $ 1 m illio n  in cr e a s e  w ould apply to the 
p rog ra m  of r e s e a r c h  grants c a r r ie d  out in dental s ch o o ls  and dental r e s e a r c h  c e n te r s . The 
grant p rog ra m  is a d m in istered  by the N ational Institute of Dental R e s e a rch . The A .D .A . e x e c u 
tive noted that of the $ 2 ,600,000 ea rm a rk ed  fo r  dental r e s e a rc h  p r o je c t  grants in the cu rren t 
r e c o r d  budget, on ly $ 1,330,000 w ill be ava ilab le  to su pport additional a p p roved  p r o je c t s .  A p p li
ca tion s fo r  250 grant p ro je c ts  in the am ount o f $ 3 m illio n  w ill be co n s id e re d  at the M arch  
m eeting of the N ational A d v is o ry  Dental R e s e a rch  C ou n cil. The cou n c il rev ie w s  and a p p roves  
grant app lica tion s fr o m  the sch o o ls  and r e s e a r c h  ce n te r s . D r. L yons estim ated  that next 
y e a r 's  fu n d s , un less in cr e a s e d , w ill be u sed  a lm o st  en tire ly  to support the continuance of 
p ro je c ts  started  during this and e a r lie r  y e a r s . He then estim ated  that at m o s t  $ 260,000 w ill be 
a va ilab le  fo r  p ro je c ts  subm itted  next y e a r . "T h e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  C ou n cil on D ental R e s e a r c h , 
through its c lo s e  lia iso n  with the dental s ch o o ls  and re s e a rc h  c e n te r s , b e lie v e s  that it is  u rgen t 
that these institutions be g iven  support fo r  a num ber of new  p r o je c t s ,"  D r. L yon s sa id .

CONTRIBUTIONS REACH HIGHEST AMOUNT IN 50- YEAR HISTORY OF RELIEF FUND
The "G olden  A n n iv e rsa ry "  D rive  o f the A .D .A . R e lie f Fund has su rp a ssed  a ll p rev iou s  

r e c o r d s .  A s of F e b . 25, $ 121,282.07 had been  r e c e iv e d . Only eight constituent s o c ie t ie s  and 
fou r fe d e ra l dental s e r v ic e s  have not p a ssed  the 100 per cent m a rk  in co m p a riso n  with 16
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con stitu en t s o c ie t ie s  and fou r fe d e r a l dental s e r v ic e s  who had not p a ssed  their quota at the 
sam e tim e la st  y e a r . A laska  has reg a in ed  f i r s t  p la ce  with con tribu tion s totaling 420 per cent o f 
its quota. T en n essee  is in secon d  p la ce  with 389 per cen t, fo llo w e d  by the U.S. P u b lic  H ealth 
S e rv ice  with 215.7 per cent. A  breakdow n of con tribu tion s by state and fe d e ra l dental s e r v ic e s  
w ill be found on the e n clo sed  M im eogra p h ed  page.

NEW STATE DENTAL PRACTICE LAW ENACTED IN TENNESSEE

Gov. Frank Clem ent of Tennessee on F eb . 15 signed a new state dental practice  act which 
s tre sse s  the adjunctive relationship between the dental profession  and the dental laboratory  
cra ft. The new law stipulates that dental laboratory  technicians m ay construct prosthetic 
dental appliances " only on the d irection , p rescrip tion  or o rd e r"  of a licen sed  dentist. Passage 
of the law clim axed  efforts of the Tennessee State Dental A ssocia tion  fo r  a new statute to 
rep lace  a 1935 law. The new law sets out a system  of penalties, including a $ 100 to $ 400 fine 
for  f ir s t  offenders and at least $ 1,000 and a possib le  prison  sentence of not less  than a year 
for  second offen ders. Additionally, individuals who violate injunctions barring them from  
practicing dentistry are faced  with a m andatory prison  sentence of not le ss  than a year and a 
fine of not less  than $ 1,000. W ork ord ers  are now requ ired  by dental p ractice  acts in 36 states. 
In 27 states and the D istrict of Colum bia, the law provides for  written authorizations.

DR. BASIL BIBBY NAMED REGENT OF NEW NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE

D r. B asil G. Bibby, of R och ester , N .Y ., d irector  of the Eastm an Dental D ispensary, has 
been named the dentist m em ber of the B oard of Regents fo r  the National L ib ra ry  of M edicine 
for  a th ree - year term . D r. Bibby was one of the 10 m em bers of the board  nominated by P r e s i 
dent E isenhow er. Approval of the nom inees has been voted by the Senate Labor and Public 
W elfare C om m ittee. The lib rary  was established by C ongress last year as a unit of the U.S. 
Public Health S erv ice  to succeed the fo rm er  A rm y M edical L ib ra ry . It contains the w orld 's  
la rgest co llection  of health literature. The f ir s t  order of business fo r  the regents is to se lect 
a site fo r  the lib ra ry . Indications are that Washington, D .C . w ill be se lected .

DR. ALSTADT TO ADDRESS NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RURAL HEALTH MARCH 8

D r. W illiam  R . Alstadt, of L ittle R ock , A rk ., p resid en t-e lect of the A .D .A ., w ill address 
the 12th National C onference on Rural Health to be held by the A .M .A . Council on Rural Health 
M arch 7-9 at the Brown Hotel in L o u isv ille , Ky. D r . A lstadt w ill speak on " Dental Health and 
F arm  F a m ilie s "  at the m orning sess ion  M arch 8. In connection with the con feren ce , D r. 
A lstadt w ill a lso  be heard in an interview  on the National F arm  and Home H our, a National 
Broadcasting Company radio program . The network show w ill be presented at noon (central 
standard tim e) on M arch 9.

'MEDICAL HORIZONS' TO PRESENT DENTAL PROGRAM ON ABC NETWORK MARCH 3

A  nation-w ide television  program  on dentistry w ill be presented Sunday afternoon, M arch 3, 
on the "M edica l H orizon s" s e r ie s . The docum entary rep ort, on prevention of periodontal d is 
ease, is being presented as a public se rv ice  by Ciba Pharm aceutical C o ., in cooperation  with the 
A .D .A . and the A m erican  M edical A ssocia tion . The program  w ill originate " liv e "  from  the 
School o f D entistry, U niversity of T exas, Houston. The program  w ill be presented at 4:30 p .m . 
eastern  standard tim e, on the ABC television  network, which consists of 200 loca l stations. 
L oca l new spapers should be checked for the time of the program . In 16 c it ie s , the program  will 
be presented at a later Sunday as a te lecast. In these c it ie s , the te lecast tim e is as fo llow s:
A lb u qu erqu e , N .M . M a r . 17 2:30 p .m . KOAT T V
C edar C ity , Utah M a r . 24 4 : 30 p .m . TCTN
E l P a s o , T ex . M a r . 19 9:30 p .m . K IL T  T V
F o r t  M y e rs , F la . M a r . 24 5 : 30 p .m . WINK T V
F r e s n o , C a l. M a r . 10 4:30  p .m . KJEO T V
J a c k s o n v ille , F la . M a r. 10 3:00 p .m . W M BR TV
K ansas C ity , M o. M a r . 17 5:00 p .m . KM BC T V
L os  A n g e le s , C a l. M a r . 10 4:30  p .m . KABC T V

P ortlan d , O r e . M a r . 10 4:30  p .m . KGW TV
San D ieg o , C al. M a r . 10 4:30  p .m . X E T V
San F r a n c is c o , C a l. M a r . 10 4:30 p .m . KGO T V
S eattle , W ash. M a r. 10 4:30 p .m . KING T V
Sioux F a l l s , la . M a r . 17 2:30 p .m . K E LO  T V
Spokane, W ash. M a r. 10 4:30 p .m . KREM  TV
S teu b en v ille , Ohio M a r . 10 3:00 p .m . W STV TV
Y oungstow n, Ohio M a r. 10 3:30 p .m . WKBN TV
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' TIDE' MAGAZINE COMMENTS ON DENTIFRICE ADVERTISING

The follow ing com m ent on an exhibit of dentifrice  advertising cla im s which was prepared 
by the A .D .A . Council on Dental Therapeutics was included in the colum n " T id ings" of the F eb . 
8 issue of Tide m agazine:

For reasons w e'd  rather not m ention here we had occasion  the other day to v is it 
a gathering of dentists. We wandered guiltily about peering at new -fangled  plates and 
such when an exhibit ca lled : D entifrice  A dvertising C laim s hit us right in the teeth. 
It featured a display of toothpaste ads, accom panied by the A m erican  Dental A s s o c ia 
tion 's com m ents on the ad c la im s.

F or exam ple, next to an Ipana ad which stated solem nly: "W D -9 is the sim ple 
name for  sodium  lauryl sulphate. It foam s into tiny cre v ice s  between the teeth where 
even your toothbrush can 't reach  - -  and destroys bacteria  that causes ca v it ie s ,"  the 
association  com m ented acid ly : "M ost foam ing agents like 'W D -9 ' are an tibacteria l. 
There is no adequate proof that this helps prevent d ecay ."

Then there was an ad for  Super A m m -I-D ent which read  something like a testi
m onial for  the fountain of youth. "FLUORIDINE'S (sic) MAGIC DISCOVERED" (picture 
of child at drinking fountain), and "FLUORIDE'S MAGIC CAPTURED IN A  TOOTH
PA ST E ." Next to this was A .D .A .'s curt rep ly : "W ater fluoridation  - -  not fluoride 
toothpaste - -  has proven value in preventing d ecay ."

Underlying m ost of the A .D .A .'s  com m ents on the ad cla im s is the suggestion that 
no one has ever proved them. W e've often w ondered ourselves just who are those 
s ta rry -ey ed , white- frock ed  doctors  and dentists (sic) whom the ads picture as spend
ing their days running hundreds of te s ts . The association  gave them short shrift. Said 
an A M M -I-D ent ad about its tooth saving p ro p e rtie s : "T est after test by dentists prove 
it ."  Said the A .D .A . w aspishly: "Not one dentist has published a rep ort of a c lin ica l 
test of Super A m m -I-D ent with F lu orid e ."

An ad for  C rest cla im ed  m odestly : "D entists tested C rest for three years with 
5,763 people. No toothpaste stops all d ecay . . .but C rest set decay prevention re co rd s  
never approached by any other toothpaste." An the com m ent: "The Council on Dental 
Therapeutics considers these tests inadequate and in con clu sive ."

Finally, capping the display was a testim onial of A .D .A .'s  own, "It 's  the brushing 
not the toothpaste that cou n ts." That did it. We crept out be fore  anybody asked what 
business w e 're  in.

MINNESOTA SOCIETY BUILDS OWN $75,000 QUARTERS; DEDICATION APRIL 1
The M innesota State Dental A ssocia tion , believed  to be the f ir s t  state dental socie ty  to c o n 

struct its own building, has m oved into its new quarters, a tw o-story  structure built by the 
socie ty  at a cost  of $ 75,000. The new central o ffice  headquarters w ill be form a lly  dedicated 
A p ril 1 at cerem on ies held in conjunction with the annual m eeting of the state associa tion . The 
building, of contem porary design, is a com bination of tan Saskatchewan b r ick , steel, wood and 
g la ss . The second flo o r , used for  socie ty  activ ities , includes the se cre ta ry 's  o f f ic e s , a board  
room  and editoria l quarters for  N orth -W est D entistry, o ffic ia l journal of the M innesota, North 
Dakota and South Dakota state dental a ssoc ia tion s . The low er flo o r  is used m ainly by the 
M innesota State Board of Dental E xam in ers . There is a lso  a sizeable parking lot. The building 
is located  at 2236 M arshall A v e ., St. Paul, in a residentia l section  m idway between the down
town sections of St. Paul and M inneapolis. It was financed entirely by voluntary con tribu tion s.

A .D.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE COPIES OF ASSOCIATION'S 1957 CATALOG
C opies of the 1957 Catalog of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  have been sent to all m e m 

bers  of the A ssocia tion . The Catalog d escr ib es  m ateria l produced and distributed by the A .D .A . 
It contains all the sections of the fo rm er  C atalog, plus a new section  containing those publica 
tions not previously  listed  which are  distributed without charge in lim ited  quantity. Additional 
cop ies  of the Catalog m ay be obtained by writing to the A .D .A . Order Departm ent, 222 E . 
Superior St., C h icago,11.
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CLOSED CIRCUIT COLOR TELEVISION TO BE SHOWN A T  PHILADELPHIA MEETING

E ight h ou rs o f c lo s e d  c ir c u it  c o lo r  te le v is io n  p resen ted  through the co o p e ra tio n  o f the 
Sm ith , K line and F re n ch  L a b o ra to r ie s  o f P h iladelph ia  w ill be a fea tu re  of the 1957 G rea ter  
P h iladelph ia  annual m eetin g  to be h eld  M a rch  26 - 29 in the Sheraton H ote l. The m eetin g  is 
sp o n so re d  by the P h iladelph ia  County Dental S o c ie ty . The p rog ra m  w ill a lso  in clu de nine r e g 
is te r e d  c l in ic s ,  a m e d ica l sy m p osiu m , a public health  sym p osiu m  and c o m m e r c ia l  exh ib its . 
D r . A lb e r t  L . B o r is h , o f P h ila d e lp h ia , is  gen era l ch a irm an . The p res id en t of the s o c ie ty  is 
D r. E li E delm an .

I.A.D.R. TO INCLUDE SECTION ON FLUORIDE METABOLISM AT MARCH MEETING
S e ss io n s  on flu o r id e  m e ta b o lism  and on tooth su rfa ces  and flu o r id e s  w ill be  in clu ded  at the 

35th gen era l m eeting  of the International A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  Dental R e se a rch  sch ed u led  fo r  M arch  
2 1 -2 4  at the C la rid g e  H otel in A tlan tic C ity . Other su b jects  w ill be nutrition  and ca lc if ica t io n , 
en am el, m ethods and in stru m en ts , p eriod on tiu m , sa liv a , dental pulp, b a c te r io lo g y , sa liv a ry  
g lan ds, n eop la sm s and in flam m ation , exp erim en ta l an im al c a r ie s ,  dental deve lop m en t, 
b io p h y s ics  and p h a rm a co lo g y , e p id e m io lo g y , h is to lo g y  and human grow th , and transplanation  
and reg e n e ra tio n . The p res id en t o f the I .A .D .R . is  D r . Joseph F . V o lk e r , o f B irm in gh a m , A la .

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR SCIENTIFIC EXHIBITS AT A.D.A. MEETING
A .D .A . m e m b ers  who w ish to p resen t s c ie n t ific  exh ib its at the A s s o c ia t io n 's  98th annual 

s e s s io n  in M ia m i, N ov. 4 -7 , m ay obtain  app lica tion s fr o m  the A .D .A . C ou n cil on S c ie n tific  
S e ss io n , 222 E . S u p erior  S t., C h ica go  11. E xh ib its should  be co n cern ed  with d ia g n o s is , t r e a t 
m ent or  r e s e a r c h  re la te d  to d en tis try , o r  the g en era l im p rovem en t of health . The cou n c il is 
e s p e c ia lly  in te rested  in obtaining exh ib its w hich em p loy  a certa in  am ount of d em on stra tion , 
a cco r d in g  to D r. C h a rles  K u rz , o f C a r ly le , I ll .,  co u n c il ch a irm an . A p p lica tion s  shou ld  be 
r e c e iv e d  no la ter  than July 1.

DENTAL SCHOOLS' MEETING SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 24- 27 IN ATLANTIC CITY
The a rt  and s c ie n c e  of teach ing  w ill be em p h a sized  at the 34th annual m eetin g  of the 

A m e r ica n  A s s o c ia t io n  of Dental S ch oo ls  to be h eld  M a rch  24 -27  at the Haddon H all H otel in 
A tlan tic C ity . T h ere  w ill be se s s io n s  on the teach ing o f b a c te r io lo g y , g ro s s  anatom y, o r th o 
d o n t ic s , public health den tistry , p artia l and fu ll denture p ro s th o d o n tic s , h is to lo g y  and o ra l 
d ia g n os is . C o m m iss io n e r  L loy d  E . B lauch , o f the U .S. O ffice  o f E ducation , w ill p re s id e  at a 
g en era l s e s s io n  M arch  25. The p res id en t is D r. L ee  R oy  M ain, o f St. L ou is .

SAVE TIME! SAVE MONEY!
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION
Subscription Dept., 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Illinois

Please enter my subscription to DENTAL ABSTRACTS. 

My check is enclosed.*"

Name.................................................................................................................................

Address..............................................................................................................................

City, Zone, State...............................................................................................................

*  SUBSCRIPTION RATE $6.00 U. S.  $7.00 ABROAD

By subscribing now to Dental Abstracts you save 
both time and money. Dental Abstracts saves hours 
o f reading time every month and if  you subscribe 
immediately you save money too because you 'll get 
the January and February issues as a Bonus.
Dental Abstracts is the A merican D ental A ssociation 's 
newest publication and is designed to meet 
the busy dentist's need for a quick summary o f world
wide developments in dentistry. The cost is only 
$6.00 a year U. S., $7.00 outside U .S., 
and you save money by getting 14 issues 
for the price o f 12. But, act quickly! 
Use this handy coupon.
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