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97th Annual Session - ATLANTIC CITY - Oct. 1-4

a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V o l. 9, No. 23 - F r id ay , Aug. 31, 1956

MAJOR CONFERENCES SCHEDULED FOR 97TH ANNUAL MEETING IN ATLANTIC CITY -- 
ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE AT HOTELS AND MOTELS IN NOTED SEASIDE RESORT

S evera l m a jor con ferences w ill be part of the 97th annual session  of the A ssoc ia tion  to be 
held Oct. 1 through 4 in A tlantic  C ity . The con ferences, on dental resea rch , on jou rnalism  and 
on dental soc iety  ac tiv ities  (see  be low ), w ill be in addition to the extensive p rogram  of sc ien ­
tific  reports , p ro jected  c lin ics , table c lin ics , film s  and exhibits that w ill  m ark the fou r-day 
sc ien tific  p rogram  at the A tlantic C ity  Auditorium . Am ple hotel accom m odations a re  s till 
ava ilab le , according to D r. Eugene R . W estcott, o f A tlantic C ity , chairm an o f the genera l c o m ­
m ittee  on loca l arrangem ents. In addition to 39 hotels that have p ledged accom m odations fo r  
the m eeting, a number of f ir s t  rate m ote ls  have also provided assurances of accom m odations. 
App lications fo r  reserva tion s  should be made on the application fo rm  appearing in The Journal 
o f the A m erican  Dental A ssoc ia tion  and sent to the A .D .A . Housing Bureau, 16 C en tra l P ie r ,  
A tlan tic  C ity , N. J.

SESSION ON RESEARCH G RANTS 
SET FO R M O ND AY, OCT. 1

A  specia l con ference on dental research  w ill be 
held in the second flo o r  ba llroom  of the A tlantic 
C ity  Auditorium  at 3 p.m . on Monday, Oct. 1. 

The m eeting, sponsored by the Council on Dental R esearch , w ill fea tu re a discussion of the 
expanded research  program  at dental schools and research  cen ters which has been made p os ­
sib le by the substantial increase in fed era l appropriations for approved p ro jects . C ongress 
appropriated n early  $4 m illion  fo r  Public Health S erv ice  research  grants for the cu rren t fis ca l 
year ending next June 30. Th is is n early  10 tim es the amount appropriated fo r  support of dental 
resea rch  the previous year. The specia l con ference w ill be open to a ll in terested  persons. D r. 
Thomas J. H ill, of C leveland, chairm an of the council, w ill be the m odera tor. Speakers w ill 
include D r. H a rry  Lyons, dean, School of D entistry, M edica l C o lle ge  of V irg in ia  and p res id en t­
e lec t o f the A .D .A .; D r. W illa rd  C. F lem ing , dean, C o llege  of D en tistry , U n ivers ity  o f C a l i ­
forn ia ; Dr. Joseph F . V o lker, dean, School of D entistry, U n ivers ity  of A labam a; and D r. F ran c is  
A . A rno ld  J r., d irec to r, National Institute of Dental Research. Fo llow in g  the talks, questions 
from  the flo o r  w ill be answered by a panel including D rs. Lyons, F lem in g , V o lker, A rn o ld , H ill, 
H. T ren d ley  Dean, secre ta ry  of the council, and F . E a rle  Lym an, ch ie f of extram ural p rogram s, 
National Institute of Dental Research . The next deadline fo r  rece ip t o f applications fo r  the 
Public Health S erv ice  research  grants fo r  the current year is Nov. 1. An  explanation of the 
procedures requ ired  in the preparation  and filin g  of an application fo r  a federa l research  grant 
w ill be explained in detail at the con ference. The conference w ill be held in the same room  that 
sessions of the House of D elegates w ill be held during the 97th annual convention. L as t week 
the Public Health Serv ice  announced the award of $901,494 in grants fo r  dental research  
p ro jects . Included was $382,217 fo r  47 new grants and $519,277 fo r  the continuation of p ro jects  
p rev iou sly  started. The dental research  grants w ere  part of $48 m illio n  in grants made fro m  
funds appropriated fo r  the current fis ca l yea r.

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St. Chicago 11, Ill.
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L IS T  C O N C E R T  P R O G R A M  F O R  
P H IL A D E L P H I A  O R C H E S T R A

A  f e a t u r e  o f  the  c o n v e n t io n  i s  the  g e n e r a l  
m e e t i n g ,  b e g in n in g  a t  7 :45  p . m . ,  T u e s d a y ,  O c t .  
2 ,  a t  th e  W a r n e r  T h e a t r e .  T h e  w o r l d - f a m o u r  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  O r c h e s t r a ,  c o n d u c te d  b y  E u g e n e  O r m a n d y ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  c o n c e r t .  T he  a p p e a r a n c e  
of th e  o r c h e s t r a  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  th e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of th e  D e n ta l  D iv i s io n  of 
J o h n s o n  a n d  J o h n s o n .  P r e c e d i n g  th e  c o n c e r t ,  o f f i c e r s  an d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s  w i l l  b e  p r e ­
s e n t e d  an d  th e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  a n n u a l  a d d r e s s  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  b y  D r .  B e r n e r d  C .  K in g s b u r y ,  of S a n  
F r a n c i s c o .  T h e  p r o g r a m  b y  th e  o r c h e s t r a  fo l lo w s :

B e r l i o z O v e r t u r e ,  " T h e  R o m a n  C a r n i v a l "
B e e t h o v e n S y m p h o n y  N o. 5 in  C m i n o r
S t r a u s s T o n e  P o e m ,  " D e a th  a n d  T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n "
R a v e l S u i te  N o. 2 f r o m  th e  B a l l e t ,  " D a p h n is  an d  C h l o e "

S T A T E  O F F I C E R S  C O N F E R E N C E  
T O  H E A R  P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T

D r .  H a r r y  L y o n s ,  w i l l  a d d r e s s  a  lu n c h e o n  a t  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  of S ta te  S o c ie ty  O f f i c e r s  w h ich  
w i l l  b e  h e ld  S u n d a y ,  S e p t .  30, a t  H a d d o n  H a l l .  

D r .  F r i t z  A . P i e r s o n ,  of L in c o ln ,  N e b . ,  w i l l  p r e s i d e  a t  th e  m e e t i n g  w h ic h  w i l l  open  a t  9 a .m .  
O t h e r  s p e a k e r s  w i l l  in c lu d e  D r .  H a r o ld  H i l l e n b r a n d ,  of C h ic a g o ,  s e c r e t a r y  of the  A .D .A .;  D r .  
J o s e p h  L .  C h a m p a g n e ,  of D e t r o i t ,  s e c r e t a r y  of th e  M ic h ig a n  S ta te  B o a r d  of D e n t i s t r y ;  D r .  S. 
M a y o  S i l v e r m a n ,  of L o s  A n g e l e s ,  s e c r e t a r y  of th e  S o u th e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  S ta te  D e n ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
a n d  M r .  B e r n a r d  J .  C o n w a y ,  of C h ic a g o ,  s e c r e t a r y  of th e  A .D .A .  C o u n c i l  on  L e g i s l a t i o n .  G r e e t ­
in g s  w i l l  b e  e x te n d e d  b y  D r .  K in g s b u r y  a n d  D r .  A l f r e d  W. N e l s o n ,  of W e s t  E n g le w o o d ,  p r e s i d e n t  
of th e  N ew  J e r s e y  S ta te  D e n ta l  S o c ie ty .

C O N F E R E N C E  ON JO U R N A L ISM  
S C H E D U L E D  F O R  S E P T .  29

D e n ta l  e d i t o r s  w i l l  m e e t  f o r  th e  j o in t  s e s s i o n  of 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of D e n ta l  E d i t o r s  an d  
th e  A .D .A . C o u n c i l  on  J o u r n a l i s m  on S a tu r d a y ,  

S e p t .  29 , a t  H a d d o n  H a l l .  A  d in n e r  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  b y  D r .  J .  D o u g la s  P e r r y ,  of 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  c h a i r m a n  of th e  d e p a r t m e n t  of j o u r n a l i s m  a t  T e m p le  U n i v e r s i t y ,  an d  D r .  A . P o r t e r  
S w e e t ,  of R o c h e s t e r ,  N .Y . ,  e d i t o r  of D e n ta l  R a d io g r a p h y  a n d  P h o t o g r a p h y . S p e a k e r s  a t  a  s e s s i o n  
b e g in n in g  a t  1 p .m .  w i l l  b e  D r .  N e a l  C h i l to n ,  of T r e n t o n ,  N . J . , a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  of p e r i o ­
d o n t i c s  a t  th e  S c h o o l  of D e n t i s t r y ,  T e m p le  U n i v e r s i t y ;  M r .  N . C .  H u d s o n ,  of C h ic a g o ,  a s s i s t a n t  
e d i t o r  of th e  A .D .A . ; D r .  L .  M. L u c a s ,  e d i t o r  of th e  J o u r n a l  of th e  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia  D e n ta l  
S o c i e t y , a n d  D r .  T h o m a s  C .  M c B r id e ,  of C o l u m b u s ,  O h io ,  v i c e - c h a i r m a n  of the  c o m m i t t e e  on 
j o u r n a l i s m  of th e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  of D e n t i s t s .

GERMAN SCIENTIST CHALLENGES DR. WALDBOTT'S FLUORIDE 'POISONING' DATA
" T h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  th e  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  fu l ly  j u s t i f i e d  in  

t h e i r  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  D r .  ( G e o rg e  L . )  W a ld b o t t  p r e s e n t e d  no  p r o o f  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
c h r o n i c  p o i s o n in g  h a d  b e e n  c a u s e d  b y  w a t e r  f l u o r i d a t i o n . . . , "  a  G e r m a n  s c i e n t i s t  w r o t e  r e c e n t l y  
in  a  l e t t e r  to  D r .  F r e d e r i c k  S. M c K a y ,  of C o l o r a d o  S p r in g s ,  p i o n e e r  f l u o r id e  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  
C o m m e n t in g  on  D r .  W a ld b o t t ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  h e  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  70 c a s e s  of p o is o n in g  c a u s e d  by  
w a t e r  f l u o r i d a t i o n ,  D r .  H e i n r i c h  H o r n u n g ,  f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r  of m e d i c i n e  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
P r a g u e ;  c u r r e n t l y  m e d i c a l  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  of K a s s e l ,  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  a u th o r  of m a n y  
a r t i c l e s  in  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  on  f l u o r i d e s ,  s a id :  "O n the  q u e s t io n  of f l u o r id a t io n ,  h i s  (D r .  
W a ld b o t t ' s )  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a s o n i n g  i s  t a r n i s h e d  c o n s t a n t l y  b y  a n  e m o t io n a l  b i a s . "  D r .  H o rn u n g  
a l s o  c h a r g e d  t h a t  D r .  W a ld b o t t ' s  d a ta  w a s  b a s e d  on " l e a d in g "  q u e s t i o n s  i n c lu d e d  in  q u e s t i o n ­
n a i r e s  t h a t  h e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  D r .  H o r n u n g  s a id  t h a t  th e  s y m p to m s  l i s t e d  b y  D r .  
W a ld b o t t  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  of f l u o r id e  p o i s o n in g  w e r e  i r r e l e v e n t .  H e  p o in te d  out t h a t  h e  h a d  s e n t  
s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  to  r e s i d e n t s  of M a r b u r g ,  G e r m a n y ,  b u t  h a d  s u b s t i t u t e d  th e  w o r d s ,  
" c h l o r i n a t i o n "  a n d  " c h l o r i n e "  f o r  " f l u o r i d a t i o n "  a n d  " f l u o r i n e . "  H e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  50 p e r  c e n t  
of t h o s e  a n s w e r i n g  h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  "w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  b y  D r .  W a ld b o t t  a s  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  c a s e s  of p o i s o n i n g . . . . T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c a n  b e  a s s u m e d  t h a t  the  p o s i t i v e  a n s w e r s  r e c e i v e d  to  
D r .  W a ld b o t t ' s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a r e  n o th in g  b u t  th e  p r o d u c t  of s u g g e s t io n  by " l e a d in g '  q u e s t i o n s .  
T h e  70 c a s e s  of c h r o n i c  p o is o n in g ,  c l a i m e d  to  b e  c a u s e d  b y  f l u o r id a t io n ,  n e v e r  e x i s t e d . "  T h e  
c o m p l e t e  t e x t  of th e  l e t t e r  a p p e a r s  on  p a g e s  3 2 5 - 6  in  th e  S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e  of T he  J o u r n a l  of th e  
A m e r i c a n  D e n ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n .
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NEW  YO R K  STUDY DESCRIBES 
L A C K  OF L E G A L  A C T IO N

A  survey of 80 c it ie s  with a total population of 
over 15 m illion  persons revea led  that there has 
not been a single lega l c la im  charging harm  

fro m  the consumption of fluoridated w ater. The survey, conducted by the New Y ork  C ity  
Departm ent o f Health, included questionnaires which w ere  sent to health o ff ic e rs  in 93 c it ie s  in 
which fluoridation  has been in operation fo r  fro m  2 to 11 years . The rep o rt said in part: 
" ...T h e  finding of this survey also re fle c ts  the basic va lid ity  of the sc ien tific  evidence which has 
established the safety of w ater fluoridation  through v ita l statistics, labora tory , ep idem io log ica l 
and c lin ica l study."

EVANSTO N SHOWS 64 PE R  C E N T  
DECREASE IN  D E N T A L  CARIES

M eanwhile, in Evanston, I l l ., a report of the 
c ity 's  e igh t-an d-a -h a lf-yea r fluoridation  p ro ­
gram  indicated that there was an o v e r -a ll 

reduction of 64 per cent in the rate of decay in the permanent teeth o f six, seven and eight year 
olds who had been liv in g  in Evanston since birth. The study is under the d irection  o f D r. J. R. 
B layn ey , D r. I. N. H ill and M r. W a lter W olf, a ll o f the Z o lle r  M em oria l Dental C lin ic  of the 
U n ivers ity  of Chicago. The in vestiga tors  a lso  reported  that the dental decay rate fo r s ix  and 
seven year old ch ildren  in A u rora , I l l ., w here the water naturally contains 1.2 parts per m illion  
fluoride. They attributed the low er decay rate to an increased emphasis on dental health educa­
tion by Evanston health authorities.

STUDY PROVES FLUORIDES 
N O N-TO X IC  A T  1 P .P .M .

Another study, in the August issue Public Health 
R ep o rts , presents fu rther evidence that drinking 
water containing 1 p.p.m . flu orid e  is  non-toxic. 

The study, p repared  by four m em bers of the Labora to ry  o f O ra l and B io log ica l C hem istry  at 
the National Institute of Dental R esearch , said: "T h e  findings are  regarded  as evidence that no 
hazard of cum ulative toxic flu oros is  is  associated  with the use of a drinking w ater fluoridated  
to contain 1 p.p.m . flu o r id e ."  The survey of two fluoridated a reas , M ontgom ery County, M d ., 
and Grand Rapids, M ich ., indicated that in adults, 70 to 80 per cent of the flu oride  was d is ­
charged in the urine within a week, and the entire concentration, at the end of s ix  weeks. 
Authors of the report w ere: I. Z ipkin, Ph.D .; F . J. M cC lure, Ph.D .; R. C . L ik ins, D .D .S., and 
M rs . A . C. S teere , B.S.

W OM EN'S GROUP PR E PA R E S  
FLU O R ID A TIO N  R E PO R T

In other action, the C om m ittee on F luoridation  
of Public W ater Supplies of the League of 
Women V oters , Y e llo w  Springs, Ohio, has p r e ­

pared a 44-page report on the h is to rica l and sc ien tific  aspects of w ater fluoridation . The lay 
group spent n early  a year preparing the study, and concluded: " . . .T h e re fo r e , while we fe e l that 
fluoridation  is  not a cu re -a ll, we favor such a p rogram  as the g rea test hope of preventing 
ca r ies  fo r  the la rges t number of people at the low est cost per person  ava ilab le  at p resen t."

A.D.A. REPRESENTED ON ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR MILITARY DEPENDENTS CARE
Dr. H arry  Lyons, of Richmond, Va., p res id en t-e lec t of the A .D .A ., and Dr. W illiam  R. 

A lstad t, of L it t le  Rock, A rk ., A ssoc ia tion  tru stee , have been asked to rep resen t the A .D .A . as 
m em bers of the Health P lan  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee created  by the new ly-enacted  law  on health 
care  fo r  the dependents of m ilita ry  personnel. The invitation cam e fro m  D r. Frank B. B e rry , 
assistant secre ta ry  of defense fo r  health and m edica l a ffa irs . The f ir s t  m eeting of the com ­
m ittee has been ca lled  for Sept. 8 at the Pentagon. Other organizations to be represen ted  
include the A m erican  M ed ica l A ssoc ia tion , A m erican  Hospital A ssoc ia tion , A m erican  C o lle g e  of 
Physicians, A m erican  Academ y of G eneral P ra c t ic e , Am erican  C o lle ge  of Surgeons, A m erican  
C o llege  of Radiology, Blue C ro ss , Blue Shield and represen tatives of com m erc ia l insurance 
com panies.

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS TO BE RE-LOCATED IN GAITHERSBURG, MD.
The National Bureau of Standards, at Washington, D .C ., is  to be m oved  to G aithersburg, 

Md. The re location  of the lab ora to ries , including the dental m ateria ls  section and the A .D .A . 
research  fe llow sh ip  p rogram  maintained at the bureau, is expected to take fiv e  y ea rs . The 
m ove is  designed to provide m ore  adequate fa c ilit ie s  fo r the bureau operations.



- 4 -

CONGRESSIONAL VOTE FOR NEW DENTAL RESEARCH BUILDING WINS PRAISE
The fo llow ing  ed itoria l, commending C ongress fo r  its action in voting to approve an 

authorization fo r  a $4 m illion  building to house the National Institute o f Dental R esearch , was 
published in the Aug. 19 issue o f the Washington P ost and T im es-H era ld :

An  anthropologist from  outer space was presented in a recen t m agazine sa tire  as 
basing his study o f A m erican  culture ch ie fly  on the elaborate dental r ites  he observed 
here. Although unfortunately this m yth ical sc ien tis t's  observations held true fo r  only 
a sm all part o f the population - -  as w itness Uncle Sam 's huge dental b ills  fo r  the 
arm ed  se rv ic e s  - -  the last Congress at lea s t showed its rea liza tion  of how im portant 
dental health is  to the Nation 's physical fitn ess. A s  a resu lt, the National Institute of 
Dental R esearch  w ill soon r is e  beside the other National Health Institutes at Bethesda. 
C ongress a lso  voted approxim ately $6 m illio n  fo r  research  in dental schools and 
m ed ica l cen ters.

C ongress  b e fo re  adjourning appropriated  $200,000 fo r  preparation  and plans fo r  
the new building. It is expected that a su fficien t appropriation, not to exceed $4 m i l ­
lion  as authorized in the b ill, w ill be inserted  in the supplemental appropriation b ill in 
January. Thus the badly needed space fo r  dental research , which requ ires  la rge  
labora tory  fa c ilit ie s  and equipment, should soon be availab le. The new center a lso 
w ill make possib le  the utilization  o f m ore  scien tists of outstanding ab ility , and the 
ca rry in g  out of p rogram s fo r  v is itin g  sc ien tists. It should, in short, fa c ilita te  coo p er­
ation in dental research  throughout the country.

GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL REPLACES OLD DENTAL BOARD IN ENGLAND
Form ation  o f the G eneral Dental Council to take the p lace o f the fo rm e r  Dental Board of the 

United K ingdom  has now been com pleted. The council was established under the new Dentists ' 
A c t  o f 1956 which fo r  the f ir s t  tim e p rovides autonomy fo r  the dental p ro fess ion  in B rita in 's  
National Health S erv ice  p rogram . The council is independent of the G eneral M edical Council 
which p rev iou sly  had authority over actions of the Dental Board. The f ir s t  president of the 
G enera l Dental Council is  S ir W ilfred  F ish , chairm an of the fo rm er  Dental Board, m em ber of 
the facu lty o f dental su rgery of the R oya l C o lle ge  of Surgeons of England and chairm an in 1952 
o f the 11th International Dental C ongress which was held in London.

DR. ERMAL E. O BRIAN APPOINTED OHIO STATE DENTAL DIRECTOR
D r. E rm a l E . O 'B rian  has been appointed ch ief of the d iv ision  of dental hygiene, Ohio 

Departm ent of Health. He succeeds Dr. H a rry  B. M illh o ff who has re t ired . P rev iou s ly , Dr. 
O 'B rian  served  with the Illin o is  Departm ent of Public Health as reg ion a l dental d irec to r fo r  21 
counties. P r io r  to that tim e, he had charge of the dental p rogram s in L e e  County Health D epart­
m ent and the Cham paign-Urbana Public Health D is tr ic t, a lso  in Illin o is . A  1950 graduate of the 
School o f D entistry , Washington U n ivers ity , St. Lou is , Dr. O 'B rian  is  a m em ber o f the Illin o is  
Pub lic  Health A ssoc ia tion  and Delta Sigma D elta , national dental fra te rn ity .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
D r. R. D. B rid g fo rd , of C olorado C ity , T exas , has been named chairm an of the R eference 

C om m ittee on Hospita l Dental S erv ices  of the A .D .A . House of D elegates for the annual session 
Oct. 1-4 in A tlan tic  C ity . He succeeds Dr. B ruce F . W ilkinson, of T y le r ,  Texas, who is unable 
to attend the m eetin g ...."T each in g  Dental Health to E lem entary School C h ild ren " is  the title  of a 
32-page booklet w ritten  by M r. P e r r y  J. Sandell, d irec to r of the A .D .A . Bureau o f Dental Health 
Education, and published by the A m erican  A ssoc ia tion  fo r  Health, Ph ys ica l Education and 
R ecrea tion ....T h e  A laska Dental Society, whose new president is  D r. James W haley, of 
Ketchikan, has voted to ra ise  its dues to a total o f $120 a yea r, which includes $100 for the 
constituent society . These are  the highest constituent society  dues in the nation ....A  portra it of 
the la te  D r. Sheppard W. F os te r, president of the A .D .A . in 1926, has been presented to the 
School of D entistry , E m ory U n ivers ity , by a M em oria l Fund C om m ittee, headed by Dr. Julius 
M. D avis , of Sylacauga, Ga. D r. F os te r  was dean of the Southern Dental C o llege  and president 
of the Atlanta-Southern Dental C o llege .
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