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ada News Letter
V o l. 9, N o. 21 - August 1, 1956

PRESIDENT SIGNS $4 MILLION AUTHORIZATION FOR DENTAL RESEARCH BUILDING; 
OTHER DENTAL RESEARCH BILLS CLEAR CONGRESS NEAR CLOSE OF 84TH SESSION

Th ree  m ore b ills  dealing with dental research  have reached P res iden t E isenhow er's  desk 
and one has been signed into law . A s  the 84th C ongress went into h istory , the reco rd  chalked up 
on both sides of C apito l H ill showed m a jo r gains fo r  the dental p ro fess ion . The P res id en t on 
July 19 placed his signature on the b ill boosting from  $ 2 m illion  to $ 4 m illion  the authorization 
fo r  the construction of a building to house the National Institute o f Dental Research . The m ea s 
ure is  now Public Law  732 o f the 84th C ongress. In a supplemental appropriation b ill, also sent 
to the White House a fter approval by C ongress , $200,000 was included fo r  the preparation of 
plans fo r  the building. The same supplemental b ill contained an appropriation of $30 m illion  as 
the f ir s t  installm ent on a $ 90 m illion  th ree -yea r p rogram  of m atching grants fo r  construction 
and expansion o f research  fa c ilit ie s , p rin c ipa lly  fo r  schools o f den tistry  and m ed icine. A long 
with the in itia l appropriation, the starting date fo r  the program  was set fo r  last July 1. A  th ird  
resea rch  m easure, the gran ts-in -a id  b ill, c lea red  Congress las t week. It provides that fed era l 
contributions would have to be matched by private institutions which conduct research  "in  the 
sciences rela ted  to health ." To adm in ister the program , the b ill a lso ca lls  for a National A d v i
sory  Council on R esearch  F a c ilit ie s  made up o f 12 m em bers, eight o f whom would be "leading 
m ed ica l, dental o r scien tific  au thorities ." E a r lie r , the P res iden t had signed a b ill providing 
$6,026,000 fo r  dental ac tiv ities  of which n early  $4  m illion  is set aside fo r  research  grants at 
dental schools and dental research  cen ters.

TRIBUTE PAID TO D EN TAL PROFESSION  
FOR 'TIRELESS EDUCATIONAL EFFO RT '

Favorab le  action on the research  m easures was 
v iew ed as highly sign ificant, perm itting a new, 
la rg e -s ca le  attack on the nation 's enormous den

tal d isease problem . In an ed ito r ia l paying tribute to m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion  for 
im pressin g  on Congress the urgent need for substantially increased  research , the August issue 
o f The Journal o f the Am erican  Dental Association  said: "Long months o f t ire le s s  educational 
e ffo rt by the A ssocia tion  aided by the facu lties of the nation 's dental schools, countless other 
organizations and individuals w ere  requ ired  b e fo re  Congress was convinced o f the seriousness 
of the nation 's dental prob lem . Today the Associa tion , fo r its e lf  and for the organizations 
associated  with it, takes this means o f acknowledging its  gratitude to a ll its friends in C ongress , 
and particu larly  to Senator (L is te r )  H ill (D., A la .) and Represen tative (John E .) F oga rty  (D., 
R .I. ) fo r  their cooperation, leadersh ip  and in form ed judgment which enabled the p ro fess ion  to 
s o w  the  s e e d f o r  a d d it io n a l m e th o d s  o f  preventing dental d iso rd e rs ."

SOCIAL SECURITY BILL BEFORE PRESIDENT; ADDS 79,000 DENTISTS TO OASI PROGRAM

A  Social Security b ill bringing se lf-em p loyed  dentists into the O ld A ge  and S u rv ivo rs ' In su r
ance program  for the f ir s t  tim e was before  P res iden t E isenhower this week a fter c lea rin g  C on 
gress  in the final hours o f the 84th session last F r id ay . The b ill adds an estim ated 200,000 
se lf-em p loyed  persons to the p rogram , including dentists, law yers and a ll other presen tly  
exem pt professional groups except physicians. In a last-m inute m ove, osteopaths also w ere 
included in the b ill. Under the m easure, approxim ately 79,000 dentists would pay taxes o f 3 3/8 
per cent on the f ir s t  $4,200 o f annual net earnings, or $ 141.75, the f irs t  assessm ent to be f iled  
with the 1956 income tax return in ea r ly  1957. The starting date fo r  computing c red it toward
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re tirem en t payments and other benefits under the program  would be Jan. 1, 1956, and the f ir s t  
benefit payments could be made fo r  the period  ending in July, 1957. The maximum payment 
a fter the retirem en t age o f 65 is $ 108.50 m onthly and an additional $ 54.25 i f  the b en e fic ia ry  
has a w ife o ve r  65. Under the new b ill, w ives o f re t ired  individuals could at age 62 e lect to 
re c e iv e  a low er amount. G enera lly , a se lf-em p loyed  dentist under the age o f 65 and now in 
p ractice  would be e lig ib le  for re tirem en t benefits at age 65 (1) i f  he p ractices fo r  at least 10 
years  a fter Jan. 1, 1956, or (2) i f  he practices one-half the tim e between Jan. 1, 1956, and his 
65th birthday, assuming that he spends at lea s t a year and a half in practice  and earns at the 
rate o f at leas t $400 a year. Dentists now past the age of 65 could qualify under the program  
by being in p ractice  fo r  a year and a half a fter Jan. 1, 1956, and earning at leas t $600 in this 
period  o f tim e. Dentists would also be e lig ib le  under the new d isab ility  provisions o f the b ill 
which allow  to ta lly  and perm anently disabled persons to re ce iv e  payments at the age of 50. 
These extend from  $30 to $ 108.50 monthly and would go into e ffect next July. Under the su rv i
v o r 's  provisions o f the m easure, a widow over 62 m ay be entitled to draw th ree-fourths of the 
benefits earned by her husband while a m other o f any age with ch ildren  under 18 m ay be en ti
tled  to th ree-fourths o f the benefits earned by her husband plus the same amount fo r  each child 
up to a maximum payment o f $ 200 for a fam ily .

DENTAL DIRECTOR NAMED FOR WASHINGTON STATE WELFARE PROGRAM

D r. M . M . K ess le r , o f Seattle, chairm an o f the jud ic ia l com m ittee of the Washington State 
Dental Association , has been named ch ie f o f dental s e rv ices  o f the d iv ision  of m ed ica l ca re  o f 
the Washington State Departm ent o f Public A ss istance. The program  w ill be adm in istered by 
the Washington State Dental S erv ice  C orporation , an agency established by the Washington State 
Dental Association  and s im ila r to the physician-sponsored Washington P h ys ic ian s ' S erv ice  
which adm inisters the m ed ica l w e lfa re  p rogram . D r. K ess le r  is  a fo rm er  v ice-p res id en t o f the 
Seattle D is tr ic t Dental Society and a m em ber o f its  executive com m ittee. A  contract was ap
proved  recen tly  by the Washington State Dental S erv ice  C orporation  and the State Department 
o f Public Assistance, giving the corporation  the authority to adm inister the dental p rogram .

COMMITTEES FOR ATLANTIC CITY ANNUAL SESSION NAMED BY DR. KINGSBURY

D r. B ernerd  C . Kingsbury, of San F ran c isco , president o f the Association , has announced 
the appointment o f three standing com m ittees and 10 re fe ren ce  com m ittees of the House o f D e l
egates for the annual m eeting of the A .D .A . to be held O ct. 1 through 4 in Atlantic C ity . F o llo w 
ing a re  the appointments with the chairman lis ted  f ir s t  fo r  each com m ittee. The three standing 
com m ittees head the lis t .

Constitution and Bylaws (e lected  by the House o f D elegates ) - -  F . A . P ie rson , Nebraska; 
Jam es B erney, Iowa; E . B . Penn, F lo r ida ; H erbert L .  Taub, New York ; C . M . T a y lo r , Texas.

C redentia ls  - -  Paul W. Z illm ann, New  York ; H arold  M . K ram er, Oregon; C a r l J. Madda, 
I l l in o is .

Rules and O rder - -  Joseph V . M asino, Pennsylvania; Paul H. A sh er, Indiana; L . W. 
Gochenour, W est V irg in ia .

Dental Education - -  W illiam  A . G arrett, G eorgia ; A lva  S. Appleby, Maine; Raymond E. 
M ye rs , Kentucky.

Dental R esearch  and Therapeutics - -  V ic to r  L .  S te ffe l, Ohio; A llen  R. C u tler, Idaho; Obed 
H. M oen, W isconsin.

Dental T rade and Labora to ry  R e la tions - -  W illiam  S. Smith, C a lifo rn ia ; G. H erbert F itz , 
I llin o is ; ' Is id o re  Te ich , New  York .

F ed era l D enta l S erv ices  - -  G. B. Clendenin, M aryland; H. R . Rutten, North  Dakota; J. R. 
Short, M ichigan.

Hospital Dental S erv ice  - -  Bruce F . W ilkinson, Texas; L y a ll O. Bishop, C a lifo rn ia ; Daniel 
J. Holland, M assachusetts.

Insurance - -  P . B. H a ir, South Carolina; David Hunn, New  York; A . E. Smith, Lou isiana.
Leg is la tion  - -  Isaac Sissman, Pennsylvania; H. J. N iedham er, Ohio; G eorge J. White, 

New  J ersey .
M iscellaneous Business - Henry E. C olby, M innesota; Andrew  M . Ballentine, Tennessee; 

C . F .  Isen berger, Illin o is .
Public Health - -  P h illip  J. Tennis, C a lifo rn ia ; N icholas M ig lia cc io , Rhode Island; K. J. 

Ryan, M ichigan.
R eport o f P res id en t - -  C . S. F os te r , Iowa; R o lla  C . Calkin, Oklahoma; Edmund J. Leach, 

C a lifo rn ia .
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U.S.P.H.S. ISSUES 10-YEAR REPORT ON GRAND RAPIDS FLUORIDATION STUDY

T h ere  is evidence that fluoridation w ill benefit o lder age group persons as w ell as young 
children, according to a report by the U.S. Pub lic  Health S erv ice  on the 10-yea r fluoridation  
program  in Grand Rapids, M ich. "The b en e fic ia l e ffects  of fluoridated w ater are  not confined 
to persons drinking the water since b irth ," the report said. "The resu lts suggest that some 
benefit was obtained by persons whose teeth had a lready form ed or erupted when they started 
drinking fluoridated  w a te r ."  The report again dem onstrated the o v e r -a ll  e ffectiveness o f f lu o r 
idation in reducing tooth decay. It indicated that dental decay was reduced by about 54 per cent 
in the p rim ary  teeth o f s ix -yea r-o ld s  in Grand Rapids, and by about 60 per cent in the p erm a 
nent teeth o f ch ildren  born in the c ity  since the p rogram  was in itiated in 1945.

PU BLISH  NEW BROCHURE 
ON FLU O RID E  O PPO NENTS

A  newly rev ised  and expanded edition o f "C o m 
ments on the Opponents o f F lu orida tion " was 
issued last week. Included in the 24-page 

M im eographed brochure is in form ation rela ting to three physicians, D rs . F red e r ick  B. Exner, 
Charles Brusch and G eorge L .  Waldbott, which was not p rev iou sly  lis ted . Copies m ay be 
obtained without charge from  the A .D .A . Bureau of Public Information, 222 E . Superior St., 
Chicago 11.
MC C A L L 'S , READ ER 'S  DIGEST 
C ARRY FLU O R ID A TIO N  A R T IC LE S

An a rtic le  entitled, "T h e  F luoridation  S ca re ," is 
cu rren tly  appearing in the August issue o f 
M cC a ll ' s m agazine. A  condensed v e rs ion  o f the 

p iece a lso appears in the August issue o f the R ead er 's  D igest. W ritten by Robert L .  H eilb ron er, 
the a r tic le  describes the e ffects  o f fluoridation  and presents facts to refu te an ti-fluoridation ist 
charges. It concludes: "In  the long run fluoridation  undoubtedly w ill win out. And fo r a ll the 
teeth, the money and the pain it w ill save, equally valuable w ill be the dem onstration that educa
ted Am ericans can't be stampeded by fe a r ."
N .Y .C . BOARD OF E S T IM A TE  
TO  DECIDE ON FLU O R ID AT IO N

In New  York  C ity , M ayor R obert F . W agner said 
that the question o f fluoridating the c ity 's  water 
supply w ill be settled by the Board o f E stim ate, 

not by referendum . M eeting with represen tatives o f the National C om m ittee to P ro te c t  Our 
C h ild ren 's  Teeth , M ayor W agner re itera ted  his support of the public health m easure and said 
that a public hearing on fluoridation would be held by m id-O ctober. The New  Y ork  T im e s , 
com menting ed ito r ia lly  on the m ayo r 's  statement, said: "...Th e  c ity  is years la te . F o r  m ore  
than 25 years the e ffec t o f fluoride in reducing dental decay has been known." M eanwhile, in 
Chicago, the fluoridation  program  was com pleted today (Aug. 1) fo r a ll 4,100,000 people in the 
c ity  and its 52 suburbs. The program  fo r  the nation 's second la rges t c ity  was started M ay 1 
and in it ia lly  covered  a portion of the c ity 's  south side and 24 suburbs containing 1,300,000 
res iden ts .

FLU O R ID AT IO N  R E PR IN T  
A V A IL A B L E  FROM  A .D .A .

Reprints o f a radio com m entary on fluoridation, 
entitled, "One M an's Opinion," a re  availab le fre e  
o f charge from  the A .D .A . Bureau o f Public In fo r 

mation. The com m entary, w ritten  by W. E arl H a ll, ed itor, Globe -G azette , a Mason C ity, Iowa, 
newspaper, describes the many fa llac ies  involved in arguments o ffe red  by the opponents o f f lu o r 
idation. It was prepared in cooperation with D r. Charles Henshaw, d irec to r, d iv is ion  o f dental 
health, Iowa State Department o f Health.

FAMILY WEEKLY MAGAZINE CARRIES ARTICLE ON DENTAL RESEARCH

An a rtic le  entitled, "Can We L ick  Our B iggest Health P ro b le m ? "  appeared in the July 29 
issue o f F am ily  W eekly M agazine, a Sunday newspaper supplement with a circu la tion  o f n early  
one-and-a-half m illion . W ritten by Jack Ryan, the a rtic le  cites the dental advances resu lting 
from  research  and heralds future research  as the only p ractica l approach to the prob lem  of den
tal d isease.

DR. ENNIS NEW VICE-CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

D r. L eR oy  M . Ennis, o f Philadelphia, was chosen v ice-ch a irm an  of the A .D .A . Council on 
International Relations at a m eeting of the council on July 29 in Chicago. D r. Obed H. Moen, of 
Watertown, W is., was re -e le c ted  secre ta ry . D r. Oren A . O liver , o f N ashville , is the chairm an. 
Plans w ere  considered  for maintaining a lis t of U.S. tra ined dentists practicing in other lands.
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE ISSUES PROPOSED RULES ON 'REFRESHER' COURSES

The A .D .A . Council on L eg is la tion  was preparing a statement fo r  the Internal Revenue S e r 
v ice  this week ca llin g  fo r  a m ore  rea lis t ic  and exact interpretation of the dentist's right to 
deduct from  income tax, as a business expense, the cost o f attending pro fess ional m eetings and 
o f attending certa in  types of b r ie f postgraduate cou rses. The action o f the council fo llow ed 
proposals made by the Internal Revenue S erv ice  fo r  regulations govern ing " r e fr e s h e r "  courses 
and other types o f train ing. The deadline fo r  rece iv in g  comments on the new proposals is 
Aug. 9 and the regulations w ill be issued at a subsequent date. Under the proposed ru les, a 
taxpayer would be perm itted  to deduct as a business expense the cost o f attending a " r e fr e s h e r "  
o r  s im ila r  course designed to maintain his sk ills  in his fie ld . H ow ever, expenses incurred in 
taking courses to advance his sk ills or to obtain new sk ills  would not qualify  fo r  deduction. 
Defined as deductible are expenses fo r  courses o f short term  duration, without academic cred it 
and not on a continuing basis. The proposals are designed to help provide c la r ifica tion  o f the 
present Internal Revenue Code, adopted in 1954, as in terpreted  by subsequent court decisions 
and various adm in istrative agencies. In 1954, the A .D .A  House of D elegates authorized the 
Council on L eg is la tion  to discuss im proved  incom e tax regulations with federa l agencies "so  as 
to en large and m ore  c le a r ly  define the righ t of a dentist to deduct, as a business expense, those 
expenses incurred  in attending a recogn ized  p ro fess iona l m eeting e ither in the United States or 
abroad ."

KENTUCKY COURT RULES AGAINST DENTAL LABORATORY ADVERTISING TO PUBLIC

The Kentucky Court o f Appeals has ruled that a dental labora tory  which so lic its  custom ers 
from  the public rather than the dental p ro fess ion  through advertis ing is  practicing dentistry 
without a licen se . The decision was rendered in the case o f the Kentucky State Board o f Dental 
Exam iners vs. K . W. Steely, a dental labora to ry  operator. The appeal court decision reve rsed  
a ruling o f the W hitley County C ircu it court.

CLEVELAND DENTAL SOCIETY UNDERTAKES UNUSUAL FLUORIDATION PROJECT

An unusual p ro ject o f patient education in water fluoridation has been undertaken by the 
fluoridation  com m ittee o f the C leveland Dental Society. The com m ittee is  headed by D r. Thomas 
J. H ill, chairm an o f the A .D .A . Council on Dental R esearch . An eigh t-by-10-inch  placard has 
been m ade availab le fo r  dentists ' o ffic e s . The p lacard says in la rg e  le tte rs , "F luoridation? 
Y e s ! "  Underneath, it states, "Th is  o ffic e  favors  fluoridation of m unicipal w ater supplies," and 
goes on to point out that the procedure is  "endorsed by Am erican  Dental Association , A m erican  
M ed ica l A ssociation , the U.S. Public Health S erv ice  and the C leveland  Dental Soc iety ."

DENTAL CARE PROGRAM SET UP FOR TWO UNION GROUPS IN MASSACHUSETTS
The M assachusetts Dental Society  has entered into an agreem ent to provide dental se rv ice  

fo r  m em bers , and their dependents, o f two unions, the M assachusetts Building Industry Union 
and the Massachusetts H eavy Construction Union. The two unions have a m em bership of about 
25,000. Announcement of the program  was made by D r. H arold  E. T in g ley , o f Boston, secre ta ry  
o f the society , who reported  that the p ro ject was authorized by the soc ie ty 's  house o f delegates 
June 21 and becam e e ffec tive  July 1. The group dental health ca re  program  is adm inistered by 
the M assachusetts L a b o re rs ' Health and W elfa re  Building Industry Fund and the Massachusetts 
L a b o re rs ' Health and W elfare  H eavy Construction Fund and provides fo r  d irec t payment to 
partic ipating dentists by the fund o ffic e  on the basis o f a fee schedule agreed  to by the dental 
soc iety .

TWO-DAY CONFERENCE ON DRUGS IN DENTISTRY SCHEDULED FOR MISSISSIPPI

A  con ference on drugs in dentistry has been scheduled fo r  Aug. 30-31 at the U n ivers ity  o f 
M iss iss ip p i, in the town o f U n ivers ity . Sponsors are the M iss iss ip p i Dental Association , N o rth 
east M iss iss ip p i Dental Society, the u n ivers ity 's  school o f m edicine and the State Board of 
Health. Am ong the participants w ill be D r. L e s te r  W. Burket, o f Philadelphia, chairm an o f the 
A .D .A . Council on Dental Therapeutics; D r. John E. Buhler, dean o f the School of D entistry, 
E m ory  U n ivers ity ; D r. James T . Ginn, dean of the C o llege  of D entistry, U n ivers ity  o f Tennessee; 
D r. F loyd  D. O strander, o f the School o f D entistry, U n ivers ity  o f M ichigan, and Dr. W. J. 
Hanratty, of the School o f D entistry, U n ivers ity  o f D etro it.
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