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ada News Letter
V ol. 9, N o. 17 -  Ju n e  15, 1956

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN'S TEETH FORMED IN NEW YORK-- 
DR. BENJAMIN SPOCK HEADS ORGANIZATION IN SUPPORT OF WATER FLUORIDATION

F o rm a t io n  of a  new  n a tio n a l c o m m itte e  in  su p p o r t of w a te r  f lu o r id a tio n - - th e  C o m m itte e  
to  P r o te c t  O ur C h ild re n ' s  T e e th , I n c . - - w as  ann o u n ced  th is  w eek  in  N ew  Y ork . H ead ing  the  
d is tin g u ish e d  l i s t  of d e n ta l, m e d ic a l  an d  c iv ic  l e a d e r s  on the  c o m m itte e  i s  D r .  B e n ja m in  Spock, 
of C le v e la n d , one of the  n a t io n 's  b e s t  know n p e d ia t r ic ia n s . D r .  Spock s a id  th a t the  c o m m itte e  
w a s  fo rm e d  to  s p re a d  f a c ts  an d  c o r r e c t  m is in fo rm a tio n  on  w a te r  f lu o r id a tio n . I t s  f i r s t  c a m 
p a ig n  w ill be c o n c e n tra te d  on New Y o rk  C ity  w h e re  f lu o r id a tio n  h a s  b e e n  r e p e a te d ly  r e c o m 
m e n d ed  by  the  B o a rd  of H e a lth . D r .  Spock sa id  th a t p e r s o n s  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f the  n a tio n  h ad  
jo in ed  th e  c o m m itte e  b e c a u se  "N ew  Y o r k 's " d e c is io n  w ill be p iv o ta l an d  p e rh a p s  d e c is iv e  in  
ad v an c in g  the m e a s u re  a c r o s s  the  c o u n try ."  He p o in ted  out th a t f lu o r id a tio n  is  now  in  o p e r a 
tio n  in  24 of the  n a t io n 's  l a r g e s t  c i t ie s ,  in c lu d in g  C h icag o , P h ila d e lp h ia ,  M ilw au k ee , B a l t im o re ,  
S t. L o u is  and  W ash ing ton , D .C . D r . Spock s a id  th a t the  S ta te  C h a r i t ie s  A id  A s s o c ia t io n , 105 
E . 22nd S t., N ew  Y ork , N .Y ., i s  a c c e p tin g  ta x - d e d u c tib le  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to w a rd  a  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  bud g e t 
fo r  an  in te n s iv e  ed u ca tio n  c a m p a ig n .

FLU O RID A TIO N  IS C A L L E D  
S A F E , E F F E C T IV E  M EASURE

D r. Spock , who i s  v is it in g  p r o f e s s o r  o f c h ild  
d ev e lo p m en t a t  W e s te rn  R e s e rv e  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
c a l le d  w a te r  f lu o r id a tio n  " th e  s a f e s t ,  m o s t  

e f fe c tiv e  and  c h e a p e s t w ay  to  p ro te c t  c h i ld r e n 's  te e th ,"  and  a d d ed  th a t "u p  to  te n  y e a r s  of 
s u c c e s s fu l  u se  of the  p ro c e d u re  by m o re  th a n  1, 100 c o m m u n itie s  a c r o s s  o u r  c o u n try  h av e  
p ro v e d  i t s  e ff ic ie n c y  and  a b so lu te  s a fe ty ."  D r .  Spock  sa id  th a t f lu o r id a tio n  is  n o t y e t w e ll 
enough u n d e rs to o d  by  p eo p le  w hose  c h i ld re n  w ould  b e n e f it and  th a t " w h at w e do o r  fa i l  to  do in  
im p a r t in g  in fo rm a tio n  and  w inn ing  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a f fe c ts  the fu tu re  of boys and  g i r l s  now  be in g  
b o rn . P u b lic  ig n o ra n c e  abo u t th e s e  fa c ts  i s  s e r io u s .  D en ta l h e a l th  a f fe c ts  n u tr i t io n . I t  p ro 
found ly  in f lu e n c e s  m a n y  a s p e c ts  of p h y s ic a l and  m e n ta l h e a l th ."  D r . Spock s a id  th a t th e  f e a r s  
of f lu o r id a tio n  a lth o u g h  g ro u n d le s s  m a y  a s s u m e  ep id e m ic  p ro p o r tio n s .  "No v a lid  e v id e n c e  h a s  
b e e n  o ffe re d ,"  he sa id , " to su p p o r t th e se  c la im s  (of d a n g e ro u s  e f fe c ts ) .  A nd y e t in  m o s t  c i t ie s  
w h e re  th e  is s u e  is  jo in ed , the  s c a r e  cam p a ig n s  d e la y  a c c e p ta n c e  of w hat is  c o n s id e re d  the  
g r e a te s t  pu b lic  h e a l th  ad v an ce  in  the  p a s t 25 y e a r s ."

D R. C . R . W EL LS HEADS 
D EN TA L ADVISORY G RO U P

D r. C . R aym ond  W ells , of B ro o k ly n , p r e s id e n t  
of the  N ew  Y o rk  A cad em y  of D e n tis t r y  and  a 
f o r m e r  p r e s id e n t  of th e  A m e r ic a n  D e n ta l A s s o 

c ia tio n , i s  c h a irm a n  of a  d e n ta l a d v is o ry  co u n c il being  fo rm e d  a s  a  u n it of the  fu ll  c o m m itte e .  
M e m b e rs  of the  d en ta l co u n c il in c lu d e  D r . F r a n c is  A rn o ld  J r . ,  d i r e c to r  of the N a tio n a l In s t i tu te  
of D en ta l R e s e a rc h ;  D r . L e s t e r  W. B u rk e t, d ean , U n iv e rs ity  o f P e n n sy lv a n ia  S chool o f D e n tis t ry ;  
D r .  E m o ry  W. M o r r is ,  p r e s id e n t ,  W . K. K ellogg F o undation ; D r . H e r b e r t  L . T au b , p r e s id e n t ,  
D en ta l S o c ie ty  of the  S ta te  of N ew  Y o rk , and  m a n y  o th e r  p ro m in e n t m e m b e rs  of th e  p ro fe s s io n .

N A TIO N A LLY - KNOWN CIVIC 
LE A D E R S ON C O M M IT T E E

M o re  th an  125 of the  n a t io n ' s le a d in g  c i t iz e n s  
a r e  m e m b e rs  o f the  c o m m itte e , w h ich  i s  s t i l l  in  
the  p ro c e s s  o f fo rm a tio n . V ice c h a i rm e n  a r e :  

M rs .  M a ry  W. L a s k e r ,  p r e s id e n t  o f the L a s k e r  F o u n d a tio n ; B a s i l  O ' C o n n o r, p r e s id e n t ,  N a tio n a l 
F o u n d a tio n  fo r  In fa n tile  P a r a ly s i s ;  D r . T h o m as  P a r r a n ,  d ean , U n iv e rs ity  of P i t t s b u rg h  G ra d u a te  
Schoo l of P u b lic  H ea lth  an d  f o r m e r  su rg e o n  g e n e ra l  of the  U .S . P u b lic  H e a lth  S e rv ic e ,  and  D r.
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W illia m  P .  S h e p a rd , seco n d  v ic e  p r e s id e n t ,  M e tro p o lita n  L ife  In s u ra n c e  C o. O th e r m e m b e rs  
in c lu d e : D r . W a lte r  C . A lv a re z , s y n d ic a te d  h e a l th  c o lu m n is t;  D r . R eg in a ld  M . A tw a te r , ex e c u 
tiv e  s e c r e t a r y  of the  A m e r ic a n  P u b lic  H e a lth  A sso c ia tio n ; C h e s te r  I. B a rn a rd ,  f o r m e r  c h a i r 
m a n , N a tio n a l S c ie n ce  F o u n d a tio n ; D r . D e tle v  W. B ro n k , p re s id e n t ,  R o c k e fe lle r  In s t i tu te  fo r  
M e d ic a l R e s e a rc h ;  M a rg a re t  M . B ry a n t, p re s id e n t ,  A m e r ic a n  A ss o c ia tio n  of U n iv e rs i ty  W om en; 
D r .  C h a r le s  S. C a m e ro n , m e d ic a l d i r e c to r ,  A m e r ic a n  C a n c e r  S ocie ty ; L o u is  I. D ub lin , c o n s u lt
a n t, In s t i tu te  of L ife  In s u ra n c e ;  M a r s h a l l  F ie ld ,  p r e s id e n t ,  C h ild  W e lfa re  L ea g u e  of A m e r ic a ; 
D r . M o r r is  F ish b e in ; G eo rg e  J .  H ech t, p u b lis h e r ,  P a r e n t s ' M a g a z in e ; D r .  H e n ry  F . H e lm h o lz , 
h e a l th  c h a irm a n , N a tio n a l C o n g re s s  of P a r e n ts  and  T e a c h e r s ;  H. V. K a lten b o rn , ra d io  co m 
m e n ta to r ;  D r." N o rv in  C . K ie fe r ,  c h ie f  m e d ic a l d i r e c to r ,  E q u ita b le  L ife  A s s u ra n c e  A sso c ia tio n ; 
C h a r le s  G len  K ing, s c ie n t if ic  d i r e c to r ,  N u tr it io n  F o u n d a tio n ; G e o rg e  M eany , p r e s id e n t  of the 
A .F .L . - C .I .O .; N ew bold  M o r r is ,  p r e s id e n t ,  C h i ld r e n 's  W e lfa re  F e d e ra t io n ; D r . P e te r  M a rs h a ll  
M u r ra y ,  p a s t  p r e s id e n t ,  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  of the  C oun ty  of New  Y ork ; W a lte r  P .  R e u th e r , i n t e r 
n a t io n a l p r e s id e n t ,  U n ited  A uto W o rk e rs ;  M rs .  F ra n k lin  D. R o o se v e lt; D r . H o w ard  A . R u sk , 
a s s o c ia te  e d i to r ,  N ew  Y o rk  T im e s ; E a r l  U bell, s c ie n c e  e d i to r ,  New  Y ork  H e ra ld  T r ib u n e ; 
B e th u e l M. W e b s te r , p a s t  p r e s id e n t ,  B a r  A ss o c ia t io n  of th e  C ity  of New Y ork ; A b e l W olm an, 
p a s t  p r e s id e n t ,  A m e r ic a n  W ater W o rk s A s s o c ia tio n , and  s e v e r a l  s c o re  o th e rs .

RESEARCH GRANTS BEFORE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE OF HOUSE AND SENATE
A c o n fe re n c e  c o m m itte e  of m e m b e r s  of bo th  h o u s e s  of C o n g re s s  w as  s c h e d u le d  to  m e e t by 

e a r ly  n e x t w eek  to  i r o n  ou t d if fe re n c e s  in  an  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b il l  th a t in c lu d e s  funds fo r  d en ta l 
r e s e a r c h  g ra n ts .  T he b i l l  (H .R . 9720), a s  ap p ro v e d  by the  S en a te  Ju n e  5, in c lu d e s  $ 6 ,0 2 6 ,0 0 0  
fo r  d e n ta l a c t iv i t ie s ,  the  fu ll am o u n t u rg e d  by the  A .D .A ., w h ile  the H ouse v e r s io n ,  a p p ro v e d  
e a r l i e r ,  co n ta in s  $ 3 ,4 7 1 ,0 0 0  fo r  d e n ta l a c t iv i t i e s . T he c o n fe re e s  f ro m  the  Senate in c lu d e  S en s . 
C h av ez  (D ., N .M .), C le m e n ts  (D ., K y.), D w o rsh ak  (R ., I d a .), H ill (D ., A la .), M agnuson  (D ., 
W a s h .), M undt (R ., S .D .), P o t te r  (R ., M ic h .), R u s s e l l  (D ., G a .), S m ith  (R ., M e .), S te n n is  (D., 
M is s .)  an d  T hye (R ., M in n .). T he H ouse  m e m b e rs  on th e  c o n fe re n c e  c o m m itte e  a r e  R e p s . 
C annon  (D., M o.), D en ton  (D., In d .), F e rn a n d e z  (D ., N .M .), F o g a r ty  (D ., R .I .) , H and (R ., N .J .) ,  
J e n s e n  (R ., I a . ) , L a n h a m  (D ., G a.) and  T a b e r  (R . ,  N .Y .).

O T H E R  R ESEA R C H  B ILL S 
SL A T E D  FO R  HOUSE V OTE

Two o th e r  a l l ie d  b il ls  - -  one to in c r e a s e  the  
a u th o r iz a t io n  fo r  c o n s tru c t io n  of a  b u ild in g  to 
h o u se  the  N a tio n a l In s t i tu te  of D en ta l R e s e a rc h  

and  th e  o th e r  to  p ro v id e  m a tc h in g  g ra n ts  fo r  ex p a n s io n  and  c o n s tru c t io n  of r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t ie s  
a t  n o n - f e d e ra l  in s t i tu t io n s  su ch  a s  d e n ta l s c h o o ls  - -  w e re  e x p e c te d  to be r e p o r te d  ou t to the  
fu ll H o u se  o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  fo r  a c tio n  by the  H ouse R u le s  C o m m itte e  n ex t w eek  a lo n g  w ith  
o th e r  p end ing  h e a lth  m e a s u r e s .  B o th  b i l ls  have b een  p a s s e d  by the S en a te . M ean w h ile , in  
M o n tan a , a  r e s o lu t io n  co m m en d in g  Sen . J a m e s  E . M u r ra y  (D ., M ont). fo r  h is  e f fo r ts  on b eh a lf  
of le g is la t io n  fo r  d e n ta l r e s e a r c h  w as  fo rm a lly  ad o p ted  by the  M ontana S ta te  D en ta l A s s o c ia 
tio n . S en . M u rra y  w as  p r a is e d  " fo r  h is  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  d en ta l p ro fe s s io n ."  Sen . M u rra y  
w as  the  p r in c ip a l  sp o n so r  of the b il l  fo r  c o n s tru c t io n  of a  d e n ta l r e s e a r c h  b u ild in g  an d  h a s  b een  
a  le a d e r  in  e f fo r ts  to o b ta in  the  a c tu a l  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fo r  th e  b u ild in g .

NEW DENTAL SCHOOL SET FOR PUERTO RICO; DR. BARALT NAMED DEAN

D r. A . R aym ond  B a r a l t  J r . ,  d ean  s in c e  1950 of the  C h icag o  C o lleg e  of D en ta l S u rg e ry , 
L o y o la  U n iv e rs ity , h a s  r e s ig n e d , e f fe c tiv e  S ep t. 1, to e s ta b l is h  a  d e n ta l sch o o l in  P u e r to  R ico  
and  b e c o m e  i t s  d ean . D r. G u sta v  R app , p r o fe s s o r  of c h e m is t ry  and  p h y sio lo g y  a t L o y o la , h a s  
b e e n  n a m e d  a c tin g  d ean  to  su c c e e d  D r . B a ra l t  in  C h icag o . T he new  sch o o l in  P u e r to  R ico  i s  to 
be e s ta b l is h e d  in  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  an  a l re a d y  e x is t in g  m e d ic a l  sch o o l a t  the U n iv e rs ity  of 
P u e r to  R ico  in  San Ju a n , the c a p i ta l .  P la n s  c a ll fo r  the  f i r s t  f r e s h m e n  c la s s  to be e n ro lle d  
fo r  S e p te m b e r , 1957. B e fo re  co m in g  to C hicago  s ix  y e a r s  ago , D r. B a ra l t  s e rv e d  fo r  five  y e a r s  
on the  fa c u lty  a t the  S choo l of D e n tis t ry ,  T e m p le  U n iv e rs ity , P h ila d e lp h ia , w h e re  he  w as  s e c r e 
t a r y  of the fa c u lty  and  an  a s s o c ia te  p ro f e s s o r .  He r e c e iv e d  h is  d en ta l d e g re e  f ro m  T e m p le  in  
1942. U n d e r D r . B a r a l t ' s a d m in is tr a t io n  a t L o y o la , a  g ra d u a te  d iv is io n  w as d ev e lo p ed  in  the  
d e n ta l sch o o l.
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PUBLICATION CLINIC' TO HIGHLIGHT CONFERENCE ON DENTAL JOURNALISM

A " p u b lic a tio n  c lin ic "  w ill h ig h lig h t th e  c o n fe re n c e  on d e n ta l jo u rn a l is m  to  be h e ld  Ju ly  
6 -7  a t A .D .A . h e a d q u a r te r s  in  C h ic ag o . T he m e e tin g  is  s p o n so re d  jo in tly  by th e  A .D .A . 
C o u n c il on J o u rn a l is m  and  the  A m e r ic a n  A ss o c ia tio n  of D en ta l E d i to r s .  E x p e r ts  in  ty p o g rap h y , 
lay o u t, a r t ,  p h o to g rap h y , ed itin g  and  p ro d u c tio n  w ill p ro v id e  in d iv id u a l c o u n se l to d e n ta l e d i to r s  
on th e i r  p u b lic a tio n s . T he  c o n s u lta n ts  a r e  m e m b e rs  of the B o a rd  of S ta n d a rd s  of the In d u s tr ia l  
E d i to r s  A ss o c ia t io n  of C h ic ag o . D r . J .C . A lm y H ard in g , of S anD iego , C a l if ., w ill p r e s id e  a t  
the  c l in ic .  T h e re  w ill  a ls o  be a  p a n e l on so lu tio n  of e d i to r ia l  p ro b le m s  w ith  e d i to r s  o f fo u r 
d e n ta l jo u rn a ls  tak in g  p a r t .  P r e s id in g  w ill be D r .  M o r r is  J .  W ilso n , of G re e n v il le ,  Ky. 
S p e a k e rs  a t th e  f i r s t  d a y 's  s e s s io n  w ill be D r . W illa rd  O gle, of D a lla s ,  e d i to r  of the  T e x a s  
D en ta l J o u rn a l;  M r. W a lte r  Y u s t, e d ito r  of the " E n c y c lo p a e d ia  B r i ta n n ic a ;" M iss  M a rc ia  W inn, 
f e a tu re  w r i te r  fo r  the  C h icag o  T r ib u n e ; D r. H a ro ld  H ille n b ra n d , of C h icag o , s e c r e t a r y  of the  
A .D .A ., and  M r. Jo h n  J .  H o l l i s te r ,  of C h icag o , A .D .A . b u s in e s s  m a n a g e r .  T he c h a irm a n  o f the 
C o u n c il on J o u rn a l i s m  is  D r . W illia m  L . B a rn u m , of P o r t la n d ,  O r e ., and  th e  p r e s id e n t  of the  
A m e r ic a n  A ss o c ia t io n  of D en ta l E d i to r s  is  D r . R a lp h  R o sen , of S t. L o u is .

ANNOUNCE EXTENSION OF ILWU-PMA WEST COAST DENTAL PROGRAM TO JUNE 1957
P re p a id  d e n ta l h e a l th  c a r e  fo r  c h i ld re n  of P a c if ic  c o a s t  un ion  m e m b e rs  h a s  b een  ex ten d ed  

to  Ju n e  1957, t r u s te e s  of the In te rn a tio n a l  L o n g sh o re m e n ' s an d  W a re h o u se m e n ' s U nion- P a c if ic  
M a r it im e  A s s o c ia tio n  W e lfa re  F u n d  hav e  announced . E le v e n  th o u san d  c h i ld re n  in  C a l ifo rn ia ,  
O reg o n  and  W ash in g to n  u n d e r  the  age of 15 a r e  in c lu d ed  in  th e  p ro g ra m . T he t r u s te e s  
r e p o r te d  th a t th e  a d d itio n a l y e a r  of c o v e ra g e  w ill r e q u ir e  no in c r e a s e  in  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  the 
fund, s in c e  "k eep in g  the  c h i ld re n  in  the good d en ta l h e a l th  th e y  now have  w ill c o s t l e s s  th a n  
p ro v id in g  the c a r e  n eed e d  a t the  s t a r t  of th e  p ro g ra m ."  D en ta l s e r v ic e s  p ro v id e d  c h i ld re n  
d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  of th e  p ro g ra m  c o s t  $ 6 1 6 ,0 0 0 , the t r u s te e s  r e p o r te d .  I t  w as  e s t im a te d  
th a t 80 p e r  c e n t of the  c h i ld re n  e n ro lle d  a t  the  o n se t of the  p ro g ra m  re c e iv e d  d e n ta l c a r e  
d u r in g  the  y e a r .

EXPLORE NEED FOR APTITUDE TESTS FOR DENTAL HYGIENE APPLICANTS

T w en ty - n ine  of the  n a t io n ' s 33 d e n ta l hy g ien e  sc h o o ls  a r e  p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  a n  e x p e r im e n ta l  
a p titu d e  te s t in g  p ro g ra m  to d e te rm in e  if  th e re  i s  a  n eed  fo r  su ch  te s t s  p r io r  to a d m is s io n  to 
d e n ta l hyg iene  s c h o o ls . A p titu d e  t e s t s  w e re  g iven  to  n e a r ly  1,500 f re s h m a n  and  s e n io r  d e n ta l 
h y g ien e  s tu d e n ts  l a s t  m o n th  and  a  seco n d  s e r i e s  o f e x a m in a tio n s  is  p lan n ed  fo r  the fa l l .  T he 
p ilo t s tu d y  i s  b e in g  sp o n so re d  by  the  A m e r ic a n  D en ta l H y g ie n is ts ' A s s o c ia tio n , u n d e r the  g u id 
an ce  of the A .D .A . C o u n c il on D en ta l E d u c a tio n . T he co u n c il d ev e lo p ed  a  d e n ta l a p titu d e  t e s t 
ing  p ro g ra m  10 y e a r s  ago and  h a s  e s t im a te d  th a t th e  a c a d e m ic  m o r ta l i ty  r a te  of f r e s h m a n  
d e n ta l s tu d e n ts  h a s  b e e n  re d u c e d  to  two p e r  c e n t s in c e  the  p r o g r a m 's  in c e p tio n .

DENTAL RECORDS VALUABLE IN IDENTIFICATION OF CRASH VICTIMS

T he v a lue  of a c c u ra te  d e n ta l  r e c o r d s  a s  a  p o s itiv e  m e a n s  of id e n tif ic a tio n  w as p o in te d  
ou t in  two re c e n t  m i l i t a r y  p la n e  c r a s h e s .  In  one c a s e , the r e m a in s  of a  lo w er jaw  and  f r a g 
m e n ts  o f a n  u p p e r  jaw  w ith  fiv e  te e th  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  an  o v e r s e a s  b a se  w e re  id e n tif ie d  a s  b e 
long ing  to one of s ix  in d iv id u a ls  w hose  n a m e s  w e re  l i s te d  a s  v ic t im s  of a  N avy p lan e  c r a s h .  
S im ila r  id e n tif ic a tio n  w as  m a d e  of v ic tim s  of a  M a rin e  C o rp s  p la n e  c r a s h  in  C a l ifo rn ia .  In 
th is  c a s e  the p a s s e n g e r  l i s t  in c lu d e d  th e  n a m e s  of s e v e r a l  in d iv id u a ls  who a c tu a lly  w e re  on 
a n o th e r  p la n e . P o s it iv e  id e n tif ic a tio n  of th o se  on the  flig h t w as  m a d e  on the  b a s is  of d e n ta l 
r e c o r d s .

COUNCIL APPROVES 13 MORE DENTAL INTERNSHIP AND RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

T he A .D .A . C o u n c il on  D e n ta l E d u c a tio n  h a s  ap p ro v e d  se v e n  a d d itio n a l d e n ta l in te rn s h ip  
p ro g ra m s  and  s ix  m o re  d e n ta l r e s id e n c y  p ro g ra m s  in  13 h o s p i ta ls .  T h e re  a r e  now 150 in te r n 
sh ip  and  91 r e s id e n c y  p r o g r a m s  a t  174 h o s p ita ls  w h ich  have  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  by th e  c o u n c il.
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DR. CARL SEBELIUS HEADS DENTAL PROGRAM OF WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
D r . C a r l  L . S e b e liu s , of N a sh v ille , i s  the new  d e n ta l o f f ic e r  fo r  the  W o rld  H e a lth  O rg a n 

iz a tio n . He h a s  b een  g iv en  a tw o- y e a r  le av e  of a b s e n c e  a s  c h ie f  d e n ta l o f f ic e r  of th e  D iv is io n  
of D en ta l H e a lth  of the T e n n e s s e e  D e p a r tm e n t of H ea lth  to f i l l  the  p o s itio n  a t  the  h e a lth  b o d y 's  
h e a d q u a r te r s  in  G eneva . D r . S e b e liu s  su c c e e d s  D r . Jo h n  W. Knu tso n  who h a s  r e tu r n e d  to h is  
d u tie s  a s  c h ie f  d e n ta l o f f ic e r  of th e  U .S. P u b lic  H e a lth  S e rv ic e  a f te r  a  y e a r 's  a s s ig n m e n t to 
e s ta b l is h  the  d e n ta l p ro g ra m  a s  p a r t  of the  p e rm a n e n t a c t iv i t ie s  of the  WHO. In  h is  new  p o s i
tio n , D r .  S e b e liu s  w ill be c o n c e rn e d  w ith  d e n ta l h e a l th  a c t iv i t ie s  fo r  a  la rg e  p a r t  of th e  w o rld . 
In  1951, he s tu d ie d  the d e n ta l h e a l th  p ro g ra m s  of N orw ay , Sw eden, D e n m a rk  and  E n g lan d  u n d e r 
a  WHO fe llo w sh ip . D r .  S e b e liu s  h a s  h ead e d  the  T e n n e s s e e  d e n ta l d iv is io n  s in c e  1942 and  is  
f o r m e r  e d i to r  o f the  J o u rn a l  of the  T e n n e s s e e  S ta te  D en ta l A ss o c ia tio n  and  c h a irm a n  of the 
s ta te  s o c ie ty ' s c o u n c il on d e n ta l h e a lth . He a lso  w as p r e s id e n t  of the  N a sh v ille  D e n ta l S o c ie ty  
and  w as  p r e s id e n t  and  s e c r e t a r y  of the A m e r ic a n  A s s o c ia t io n  of P u b lic  H ea lth  D e n tis ts .

NEW PAMPHLET ON PERIODONTAL DISEASE AVAILABLE FROM ASSOCIATION
A new  p a m p h le t on p e r io d o n ta l d is e a s e ,  e n tit le d , " T h e y 'r e  Y our T e e th ,"  is  a v a ila b le  f ro m  

the  A .D .A .' s B u re a u  of D en ta l H e a lth  E d u c a tio n . T he b o o k le t, w h ich  h a s  b een  a p p ro v e d  by the 
A m e r ic a n  A cad em y  of P e rio d o n to lo g y , in c lu d e s  d ia g ra m s  i l lu s t r a t in g  the p r o g r e s s  of p e r io 
d o n ta l d is e a s e .  T he te x t ex p la in s  the v a r io u s  k in d s  of p e r io d o n ta l d is e a s e ,  th e i r  c a u s e , t r e a t 
m e n t an d  p re v e n tio n . T he b u re a u  a lso  h a s  r e v is e d  two o th e r  p a m p h le ts  "O rth o d o n tic s : Q u es
tio n s  an d  A n s w e rs "  and  "T h e  C a re  of C h ild re n 's  T e e th ."  S am p le  c o p ie s  a r e  a v a ila b le  w ithou t 
c h a rg e  upon r e q u e s t .

A .D .A. MEMBERSHIP SOARS TO RECORD-BREAKING 84,931 ON MAY 31
T o ta l m e m b e rs h ip  in  the  A .D .A . re a c h e d  84,931 on M ay  31, an  a l l - t im e  r e c o r d .  T he new  

to ta l  w as  80 above  the  p re v io u s  h ig h  s e t  a t  the end o f 1955, and  n e a r ly  1,700 ah e a d  of the  sam e  
d a te  l a s t  y e a r .  F o r ty - s ix  c o n s titu e n t s o c ie t ie s  r e p o r te d  m e m b e rs h ip  g a in s  o v e r  l a s t  M ay. 
M o re  th an  e ig h t ou t of e v e ry  te n  p ra c t ic in g  d e n t is ts  a r e  m e m b e r s  of the  A ss o c ia tio n . In c lu d ed  
in  th e  r e c o r d - b r e a k in g  to ta l  w e re : 75,024 fu lly  p r iv i le g e d  m e m b e r s  (ac tiv e  and  life ) , up 2 ,584 
o v e r  l a s t  M ay, an d  9 ,692 s tu d en t m e m b e r s ,  up 103 o v e r  th e  s a m e  d a te  l a s t  y e a r .  M e m b e rsh ip  
in  o th e r  c a te g o r ie s  w as: a f f i l ia te ,  184; a s s o c ia te ,  16, and  h o n o ra ry , 15.

BOOK DESCRIBES ROLE OF OFFICE ASSISTANT IN MEDICAL, DENTAL PRACTICE
A  new  book e n title d , T he O ffice A s s is ta n t  in  M ed ica l an d  D e n ta l P r a c t i c e , h a s  ju s t  b een  

p u b lish e d . D e s ig n e d  e s s e n t ia l ly  a s  a  te a c h in g  a id  in  s c h o o ls  and  c o m m u n itie s  w ith  tr a in in g  
p r o g r a m s  fo r  m e d ic a l  a s s i s t a n t s ,  i t  a lso  i s  h e lp fu l a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  m a n u a l fo r  th o se  a l re a d y  in  
the  p ro fe s s io n .  T he book w as w r i t te n  by C a ro l  T o w n e r, e x e c u tiv e  a s s i s ta n t ,  d e p a r tm e n t of 
p u b lic  r e la t io n s ,  A m e r ic a n  M e d ic a l A sso c ia tio n , and  P o r t i a  M . F r e d e r ic k ,  in s t r u c to r ,  m e d ic a l 
o ffice  a s s is t in g ,  L ong  B eac h  (C alif.)  C ity  C o lle g e . T he book w as  p u b lish e d  by W .B . S a u n d e rs , 
P h ila d e lp h ia  and  L ondon.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
…A c e le b ra t io n  on Ju n e  27 in  W ash ing ton , D .C ., w ill  m a rk  th e  50th  a n n iv e r s a ry  of the 

e n a c tm e n t of the  P u re . F ood  and  D ru g  A c t… .T he 1956 G o rd o n  R e s e a rc h  C o n fe re n c e  on  the  
c h e m is try ,  s t r u c tu r e  and  p h y sio lo g y  of b o n es and  te e th  w ill  be h e ld  J u ly  16-20 a t  K im b a ll 
U nion A cad em y  in  M e rid e n , N .H . T he  c h a irm a n  i s  D r .  R e id a r  F . S ognnaes of the H a rv a rd  
S chool of D en ta l M ed ic in e , B o s to n … .A dded to the l i s t  of d e n t is ts  who h av e  b een  c h o se n  m a y o rs  
of th e i r  c o m m u n itie s  i s  D r . T h e o d o re  C . A g in s , m e m b e r  o f the  b o a rd  of d i r e c to r s  of the  F i r s t  
D is t r i c t  D en ta l S o c ie ty  of the S ta te  of New  Y o rk , who h a s  b e e n  e le c te d  m a y o r  of th e  v il la g e  of 
K en sin g to n  in  L ong  Is la n d . D r .  A g in s  is  e d ito r  of th e  s o c ie ty ' s B u lle tin  of the M idtow n D en ta l 
S o c ie ty  and  i s  f o r m e r  p r e s id e n t  of the  s o c ie ty … .R e p r in ts  on "T h e  Im p o rta n c e  of B eing  a 
T e a c h e r ,"  a n  a r t i c l e  by  D r. S h a ile r  P e te r s o n ,  of C h icag o , s e c r e t a r y  of the A .D .A . C o u n c il on 
D e n ta l E d u c a tio n , a r e  a v a ila b le  f ro m  the A s s o c ia tio n . T he a r t i c le  a p p e a re d  in  the  J o u rn a l  of 
D en ta l E d u c a tio n .
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