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MISSION STATEMENT
To establish and maintain a cohesive organization
that serves its membership by promoting the art, sci-
ence, and professionalism of dentistry, and by com-
municating the value of oral health to the
community.
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Update on the Status of the New Orleans Dental Conference

First, I apologize for the length of this arti-
cle, but there are many issues relative to our
New Orleans Dental Conference about which
you should be updated. As you all know, the
conference suffered the misfortune of cancella-
tion in 2004 due to the threat of hurricane Ivan,
cancellation in 2005 due to hurricane Katrina,
and postponement this year due to the vast dis-
placement and personal hardships of our mem-
bership. In January 2006, Dr. Peter Glaser,
acting on behalf of the NODA Board of Gover-
nors, approached me about serving as the chair-
man for the next conference. I must confess that
my instinct was to reject the offer. Having been
temporarily forced out of my office in the dev-
astated Lakeview community, I, like many of
you, was sorting out the pieces and contemplat-
ing my future in this city. After much consulta-
tion with family and friends, I elected to accept
the position.

My immediate charge was to research the
possibility of moving the conference to occur
outside of the hurricane season. It quickly
became apparent that there is a major dental
convention nearly every three to four weeks
from January 1 through May 31. The only
viable opening appeared to occur in April, but it
was desirable to avoid Easter weekend,
Passover, and the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival, during which time hotel availability is
limited and room rates can be at their most
expensive. Additionally, due to the spectacular
weather, April is an extremely popular time for
conventions to visit New Orleans. Fortunately,
the Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) was
able to accommodate our meeting space needs
in the Morial Convention Center on April 12-
14, 2007. Although this date coincides with the
French Quarter Festival, the latter has not posed
a problem for us to secure hotel space.

Historically, the CVB has been reluctant to
offer the NODC a firm date more than one year
in advance. During our negotiations, we
explained to the CVB how this policy hampers
our ability to recruit the most popular speakers,
whose schedules are often booked two years in
advance. The CVB consented to giving us a
firm date for April 2008 and a tentative date for
2009. While the change in date offers our con-
ference unique opportunities and addresses our
concerns about inclement weather, it also poses

BY GLENN C. DUBROC, JR., DDS
(2007 Chairman)

substantial challenges. The city of New Orleans
desires the biggest and best conventions. If a
bigger fish comes along in April, our confer-
ence might be compelled to seek a different
pond. Consequently, our current and future
challenge is to become a major player in the
convention industry and demonstrate to the city
that we too can bring tourist dollars to town.

The next issue was how to get the Confer-
ence back on a sound financial foundation.
Although the conference purchased cancella-
tion insurance prior to the 2005 meeting, this
matter is still under review by the insurance
company and, as of this writing, it is not clear
when or if a settlement is forthcoming. The
conference committee agreed that we would
need to break with tradition and charge NODA
members a registration fee. Despite the fact that
registration had been free for NODA members,
most courses did have an attached fee (74% of
all courses in 2003, 66% in 2004, and 72% in
2005). This, coupled with the fact that NODA
members received a dues waiver in 2006,
served as justification for implementing a regis-
tration fee for the 2007 meeting. Your registra-
tion fee (an incredible value) will be a one price
pays all for three full days of continuing educa-
tion (up to 18 hours) and there will be no addi-
tional charges for individual courses. Register
early and you could be eligible to participate in
one free hands-on workshop.

In February, I received a telephone call
from then-LDA President, Dr. Tim Perry. He
explained that it was completely understand-
able that NODA would desire to move its con-
ference outside of the hurricane season.
However, he expressed concern that the prox-
imity of the NODA Conference only three
weeks and 80 miles removed from the LDA
Annual Session in late March would potential-
ly stunt attendance at both meetings. He
inquired whether or not NODA would consider
joining forces, whereby the LDA would cancel
its 2007 meeting and move the House of Dele-
gates to New Orleans. 1 explained to Dr. Perry
that this would be a sensitive matter that might
not be acceptable to some of our members, but
1 did not want to dismiss the concept without
considering the possible benefits. There was no
escaping the fact that our conference’s atten-
dance was not growing, particularly in terms of

dentist participation (981 in 2001, 977 in 2003,
800 pre-registered for 2004, and only 784 pre-
registered for 2005). As competition for the
continuing education dollar grows, exhibitors
seek out the meetings that offer the best oppor-
tunity for face-to-face interaction with doctors.
Since exhibitors fund a substantial percentage
of any conference’s income, declining doctor
attendance is an ominous sign and a trend that
must be reversed.

Two face-to-face meetings between NODA
representatives and LDA leadership disclosed
much common ground that merited bringing
the matter before the NODA Board of Gover-
nors. From the beginning, it was clear that in
order for this concept to grow legs, the terms
had to yield a win-win for both entities. After a
few revisions, a contractual template was
developed for a one-year partnership. The con-
tract was reviewed by LDA leadership, the
LDA’s Council on Annual Sessions, and the
NODA Board of Governors. On May 3, the
NODA Board of Governors voted unanimous-
ly to accept the terms of the one-year contract
that defines the division of duties and sharing
of profits.

Our theme for the next conference is appro-
priately “Rising from the Storm.” Hurricane
Katrina taught us all many lessons. We are
now compelled to think differently about our
future; our very existence as a community
depends upon it. These are indeed different
times and the politics of the past must remain
just that. Our success as an association of pro-
fessionals hinges on working together towards
the common good. I would ask that each of
you, no matter what your personal bias regard-
ing an LDA-NODA joint venture, give at least
some credit to those who are thinking “outside
the box” and avoid pre-judging the concept.
This is neither my conference nor my commit-
tee’s conference. This is YOUR meeting. My
committee of volunteers and 1 pledge to offer
you our very best effort to create and execute a
convention of which we can all be proud. Your
input is valued and welcomed. Please contact
me at my office (283-8873) or by e-mail
(ituth@aol.com). The conference website
(nodc.org) will soon be updated with valuable
information. Please be on the lookout for future
announcements.
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President’s Message
by WILLIAM F. SCHMIDT, DDS

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CRAWFISH BOIL

Dear Colleagues:

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I
report that the Crawfish Boil was a resound-
ing success this past month. Due to the
efforts of Dr. Mark Chaney and the rest of
the board, Benco Dental Supply Company
donated $3,000.00 for the Crawfish Boil.
Without this donation, we may have had a
“bring your own” hot-dog roast! All in all,
over 135 attendees enjoyed the festivities.
Over 185 were signed up to attend . . . too
bad, those that did not attend missed a good
time.

By September, we will again get serious
with the C.E. at the monthly meetings.
Remember that refreshments are served at
the General Membership meetings at no
extra cost to members. Incidentally, when
the board meets at a dinner meeting each
month, we each pay for our own meals.
Your elected board is hard at work repre-
senting you! We are receiving money

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Operation Blessing will
need dentists and hygien-
ists to staff their Arabi and
Reed Blvd. office until
December 2006.

Please contact (757) 226-
3858 or Scott.Hill@ob.org.

NODA News is published every
month with the exception of June and
August. Deadline for ads and editorial
material is the 5th of the month pre-
ceding publication. Ads and news
should be sent to Dr. Kristi Soileau,
Editor, 2820 Napoleon Ave., Suite 470,
New Orleans, LA 70115.

NODA News is a publication of the
New Orleans Dental Assn., 2121 N.
Causeway Blvd., Suite 153, Metairie,
LA 70001. Phone (504) 834-6449.

WEB SITES

N.O. Dental Association
www.nodental.org

N.O. Dental Conference
www.nodc.org

monthly from the ADA to support us. We
have trimmed the office expenses to a mini-
mum.

Dr. Dubroc, Chairman of the New
Orleans Dental Conference Committee, is
working tirelessly to put on the 2007 Con-
ference. We will be joined by the Louisiana
Dental Association in presenting the 2007
Conference. Dr. Dubroc will address more
of these issues in this publication.

Once again, sign up and help “pull the
wagon.” The association is constantly in
need of new blood and ideas. It is YOUR
ASSOCIATION!

Warmest Regards to All,
Bill Schmidt

WE WANT YOUR NEWS

Anyone knowing of any dentist who
has made a significant contribution,
gained an elective or appointive office,
written an article, delivered a paper, or
rendered unusual public service, please
call or write Dr. Kristi Soileau, 2820
Napoleon Ave., Suite 470, New Orleans,
LA 70115. Phone: 899-2255.

TELL "EM YOU
SAWITIN NODA NEWS
When you patronize our advertisers -
and we hope you will - tell them you saw
their ad in NODA News.
These loyal friends help defray the
costs of this monthly publication. |

\

653 MELODY DRIVE
METAIRIE, LA 70002

Placement Service, Temporary/Permanent

Dentists, Dental Hygienists

Dental Assistants, Front Desk

DENTAL AUXILIARY RESOURCES, INC.

Marilyn I. Bernard, R.D.H., B.S.
Since 1990

(504) 835-6174

(800) 554-0377
Pager 569-6508

Professional Practice
Consultants, Ltd.

Member of

I Merican
Blental
Slales. inc.

Specializing in Appraisals, Sales, Mergers,
Associateships, and Pre-Sale Planning for Dentists

Earl M. Douglas, DDS, MBA
Experience counts. It’s as simple as that.

800-321-4540

I Call for information on our practice sale listings.

Visit our website at www.ppcsouth.com
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BULLETIN BOARD

LOOKING FOR DONATED EQUIPMENT?
Go to Louisiana Dental Association, click
on Doctors looking for assistance. You
can also click on the Lovelace And Asso-
ciates link or go directly to LovelaceAn-
dAssociates.com and click on the Katrina
link at the bottom of the screen.

GENERAL PRACTICE IN LAFITTE, GROSS
$155K. Call Lovelace and Associates, Inc.
225-927-8015 or 225-892-5135.

GENERAL PRACTICE IN LAFAYETTE
AREA, GROSS $614K. Call Lovelace and
Associates, Inc. 225-927-8015 or 225-892-
5135.

GREAT DEAL: Mississippi practice, 100
miles North of Baton Rouge. Gross $942K.
Call Lovelace and Associates, Inc. 225-
927-8015 or 225-892-5135.

PART TIME HYGIENIST Baton Rouge 2-4
days/week. Fax/Email resume to 225-927-
8115 or Lovelace@LovelaceAndAssoci-
ates.com.

DENTIST NEEDED - Dental practice in
LaPlace, LA. LA State License & Malprac-
tice Insurance required - pay based on

percentage. Please call 985-652-2425 or
fax inquiries to 985-651-7817.

FOR SALE: AT2000 x-Ray Processor, 2
yrs. old. Perfect working condition.
includes 4 viewer boxes and 1 duplicating
machine $3,500.00 (985) 626-4401.

WATERLASE DENTAL LASER. Mint condi-
tion. DDS retired. Just take over lease. No
money down. Call for information at 985-
893-7888.

BATON ROUGE established, upscale,
profitable, high-quality, cosmetic general

504-341-9181

PHOENIX DENTAL STUDIO, INC.

Formerly Trafficano Dental Laboratory, LLC

4900 FOURTH STREET * MARRERO, LA 70072
1-866-899-3942

“SPECIALIZING IN FINE REMOVABLE PROSTHODONTICS SINCE 1994”
* Precision Fitting Dentures ¢ Valplast RPD ¢ Chrome Cobalt Frames
* Acrylic RPD ¢ Resilient Occlusal Splints

practice for sale. 5 ops, two hygienists.
Good recall. Beautiful facility. 850k gross,
high net, four day week. Significant room
for practice growth. Retiring; will stay for
smooth transition. Call Cathie (225) 925-
2066.

HYGIENIST NEEDED Algiers, 2-3
days/week. Wonderful patients. Call Kath-
leen, 394-5330.

(Classified ads are $25 each. Send ads and
checks, made out to New Orleans Dental
Association, to Dr. Kristi Soileau’s office,
2820 Napoleon Ave., Suite 470, New
Orleans, LA 70115.)

1D

Louisiana Dental Services, Inc.

A wholly owned subsidiary of the Louisiana Dental Association

Save yourself and your practice time and money — use quality products

and services endorsed for the LDA membership through LDS!

Acadian Ambulance Service,

Amalgaway
CareCredit

Chase Cabinet Makers
The Dental Record
Dexcomm

D-MMEX

EBSCO

Emdeon Corporation

Medical Products Division

ENSERV

Fortress Insurance Company

Liberty Mutual

MBNA America Financial Services
MBNA Practice Solutions, Inc.

Meridian One

New Line Medical

NOVA Information Systems
Office Depot

Paychex, Inc.

Red E System
RelyAid

Robert Ellis &
Associates

SolmeteX

Transworld Systems,
Inc. (TSI)

Xspedius

www.ladental.org/benefits
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CALL YOUR FRIENDLY

BENCO
REP

TO ORDER TODAY

800-GO-
BENCO

2 . . .

) COIItlIlUlIlg Educatlon COI’HCI’
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@_\i’/ In an effort to keep you informed about available C.E. opportunities at the

- LSU School of Dentistry, this area will be devoted to informational updates.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Operation Blessing will need
dentists and hygienists to staff
their Arabi and Reed Blvd.
office until December 2006.

Please contact (757) 226-
3858 or Scott.Hill@ob.org.

COURSE / TITLE CR. HRS. TUITION
Expanded Duty Dental Assistant 24 hrs. Auxiliary $ 369.00
w/Nancy Weiss, RDH, EDDA & Henrietta Frederick, EDDA
At the LSU South Campus, Baton Rouge
June 24 Local Anesthesia for the Dental Hygienist 72 L/P Hygienist $ 995.00
July 14-16 w/Drs. Michael O’Brien & Frank Drongowski
August 25-27  Sessions 1 & 3 in New Orleans Session 2 in Baton Rouge

DATE 2006
June 24-25

September 8  Clear Aligners & Minor Tooth Movement 07 L/P DDS $ 295.00
w/Dr. Tom Spranley 1st Registrant
- Aux, $ 195.00

Register by phone, fax, or on line.
Visa and MasterCard Accepted.
Please call (504) 619-8584 for further information.
Toll Free No. 1-800-488-2925 FAX: (504) 619-8776
Web Site: www.lsusdce.org

NODA NEWS accepts advertise-
ments from a variety of sources,
but makes no independent investi-
gation or verification of any claim
or statement contained in the
advertisements. Inclusion of
advertisements should not be
interpreted as an endorsement by
the New Orleans Dental Associa-
tion or NODA NEWS.

Pfisterer Auderer Dental Laboratory

What are you looking for
in a full service lab?

100% satisfaction guarantee

Implants Partials
Crowns Dentures Temps
Thermoguard Cosmetics

Build your confidence in Pfisterer Auderer
Through our NDX Reliance Program

Laboratory Manager Linda Faircloth, C.D.T.
For Pick-up service, call 504-837-6622
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