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Write Your Congressman Now
—See Page 3

ada News Letter
Vol. 9, No. 6, - M a r. 1, 1956

A.D.A. URGES SENATE AND HOUSE COMMITTEES TO TAKE FAVORABLE ACTION 
ON INCREASED RESEARCH FUNDS, CONSTRUCTION OF N.I.D.R. BUILDING

R epresentatives of the A .D .A. appeared be fore  com m ittees o f  both the House o f R ep resen ta 
tives and the Senate in Washington, D .C ., in the past two weeks urging in creased  federa l support 
for  dental resea rch  activ ities . In addition, m any hundreds o f  te legram s and letters  from  dental 
socie ties  and individual dentists from  all parts o f the nation had been sent to both senators and 
re p re s entatives urging in creased  attention to dental resea rch  needs. In the H ouse, D r. H arold 
Hillenbrand, o f C h icago, secre ta ry  o f the A .D .A ., urged the Subcom m ittee on Health, Education 
and W elfare on F eb . 17 to in crease  to $6 ,026 ,000 the funds earm arked for  the National Institute 
o f Dental R esearch  for  the 1957 fisca l year, beginning next July 1. In the Senate, D r. H arry 
Lyons, o f  R ichm ond, V a ., p resid en t-e lect of the A ssocia tion , on F eb . 29 headed a delegation of 
six w itnesses testifying before  the Senate C om m ittee on Labor and Public W elfare to r e c o m 
m end approval o f a b ill to in crease  to $ 5 m illion  the authorization fo r  construction  o f a building 
to house the National Institute o f Dental R esearch . Ten o f the 13 m em bers  o f the Senate C o m 
m ittee joined  in a bipartisan sponsorsh ip  o f the b ill (S. 3246) to in crease  the building authoriza
tion from  $ 2 m illion  to $ 5 m illion . Sen. M urray (D. M ont.), who long has been a strong sup
porter o f dental resea rch  appropriations, originated the m easure. Joining as c o -s p o n s o rs  o f the 
b ill w ere: Sen. A llott (R ., C o lo .), Sen. Bender (R ., Ohio), Sen. Douglas (D ., I ll.) , Sen. H ill (D ., 
A la .), chairm an o f  the C om m ittee; Sen. Ives (R ., N .Y .), Sen. Kennedy (D ., M ass.), Sen. Lehman 
(D., N .Y .), Sen. M cN am ara (D., M ich .) and Sen. N eely (D., W. V a .). The three m em bers o f the 
C om m ittee who declined to serve as co -s p o n s o rs  of the dental re se a rch  b ill w ere: Sen. Smith 
(R ., N .J .), Sen. Goldwater (R ., A r iz .)  and Sen. Purtell (R ., Conn.). A  sim ilar b ill ea r lie r  was 
introduced in the House by Rep. P r ies t  (D ., Tenn.) with additional sponsorsh ip  o f Rep. W olverton 
(R ., N .J.) and Rep. Boland (D ., M a ss .).

NEED FOR EXPANDED RESEARCH 
'URGENT,' DR. HILLENBRAND SAYS

Recom m endations regarding appropriations for 
resea rch  grants w ere scheduled to be reported  
this w eek-end by the House Subcom m ittee on 

Health, Education and W elfare on F rid ay  (M arch 2). In testim ony be fore  the Subcom m ittee, D r. 
Hillenbrand pointed out that expanded scien tific  resea rch  is urgently needed to help reduce the 
enorm ous amount of ill health and d isability  caused by dental d isea se . He recom m ended an 
in crease  o f $ 3,055,000 in the 1957 appropriation o f  $ 2,971,000 recom m ended by the Bureau of 
the Budget. D r. H illenbrand said the A .D.A . in no way seeks to detract from  the resea rch  grants 
for the other six  health institutes of the federa l governm ent. " The A ssocia tion  acknow leges that 
som e p riority  m ight properly  be given to problem s that are related  to a high death rate; but it 
does not believe that such p riority  should be perpetuated at the cost o f  problem s which, while 
le ss  dram atic, take a relentless toll o f human health and w e ll-b e in g ," D r. H illenbrand said.

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.



- 2 -

Pointing to the n a tion 's  annual dental b i l l  o f  n e a r ly  $ 1.5 b il l ion  plus a y ea r ly  expenditure by the 
fe d e r a l  govern m en t  o f  $ 100 m il l io n  fo r  dental  c a r e  o f  s e r v ic e m e n ,  D r .  H illenbrand said : " And 
in spite o f  these  v e r y  la rg e  outlays, le s s  than o n e - half o f  the nation r e c e iv e s  adequate dental 
c a r e .  It is  s im p ly  not reason ab le  to say that the pattern o f  d isea se  and c o s t  should be continued 
without e f fe c t iv e  in tervention  by  the only available  weapon - -  dental r e s e a r c h . " D r. H illenbrand 
was co m m e n d e d  fo r  an exce llen t  statem ent by  R ep . F o g a r ty  (D ., R .I . ) ,  Subcom m ittee  ch a irm an . 
The full text o f  D r . H il len bran d 's statem ent is published as a sp e c ia l  sect ion  o f  the M a rc h  issu e  
o f  The Journal o f the A m e r ic a n  Dental A s s o c ia t io n .

DR. L YONS STRESSES 
NEED F O R  BUILDING

F iv e  m e m b e r s  of the Senate C o m m it te e ,  Sen. 
H ill ,  the ch a irm a n , and Sens. L eh m a n , 
M cN a m a ra ,  M u rra y  and P u rte ll ,  w ere  p resen t 

fo r  the h ea r in gs .  In his statement, D r. Lyons said that there  is  need for  co n stru ct ion  o f  a 
building fo r  the National Institute o f  Dental R e s e a r c h  so that n e c e s s a r y  fa c i l i t ie s  and equipment 
can be c e n tr a l ly  lo ca te d .  He said: "The n ation 's  43 dental s ch o o ls  and seven dental r e s e a r c h  
c e n te r s ,  although capable  o f  c a rr y in g  on m u ch  m o r e  extensive  dental r e s e a r c h  than is r e f le c te d  
in the p resen t  p ro g r a m , w ill  not, in the fo r e s e e a b le  future be able to c a r r y  out all the in v e s t i 
gation needed  to condu ct  a rea l is t ic  s e a rch  fo r  m eth ods  o f  con tro ll in g  and preventing dental 
d i s e a s e ."  D r .  L y o n s, dean o f  the School o f  D en tistry , M e d ica l  C o l le g e  o f  V irg in ia ,  was p r e 
sented to the C om m ittee  by Sen. R o b e rtso n  (D ., V a .). Other w itnesses  in support o f  the b ill  
w ere  D r .  J. R oy  Doty, o f  C h ica g o , s e c r e ta r y  o f  the A .D .A . C ou n cil  on Dental T h erapeu tic s ;  D r. 
Josep h  V o lk e r ,  o f  B irm in gh a m , dean o f  the School o f  D entistry , U n ivers ity  o f  A labam a , and 
p r e s id e n t -e le c t  o f  the A m e r ic a n  sect ion  o f  the International A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Dental R e s e a r c h ;  
D r. C . W illard  C a m a l ie r ,  o f  Washington, D .C . ,  A .D .A .  a ss istan t s e c r e ta r y  and fo r m e r  A .D .A .  
p res id en t ;  M r s .  C h a r le s  C en ter ,  o f  Atlanta, G a ., p rom in en t c iv i c  le a d e r ,  and D r. H. T ren d ley  
Dean, o f  C h ica g o ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  the A .D .A .  C ou n cil  on Dental R e s e a r c h  and fo r m e r  N .I .D .R. 
d ir e c t o r .  The group was a ccom p a n ied  by M r .  B ern a rd  J. C onw ay, o f  C h icago , s e c r e ta r y  o f  the 
A .D .A .  C ou n c il  on L eg is la t ion .  O pposing the b i l l  w e re  four spokesm en  fo r  the adm in istration . 
T hey  w e re  D r. L ow e ll  T .  C og g esh a ll ,  ass istant fo r  health and m e d ica l  a ffa irs  to the s e c r e ta r y  
o f  the D epartm ent o f  Health, Education and W elfa re ;  D r. J a m es  A .  Shannon, d i r e c to r  o f  the 
National Institutes o f  Health; D r. L eon ard  S ch ee le ,  surgeon  gen era l o f  the U.S. Public  Health 
S e r v ic e ,  and D r. John W. Knutson, ch ie f  dental o f f i c e r  o f  the U .S .P .H.S. The a dm in istration  
v iew , as p resen ted  by  these o f f ic ia l s ,  was that the building was not needed . The A .D .A .  strongly  
ch a llen ged  these  v ie w s .  C om m en ts  and questions by the m e m b e r s  o f  the C om m ittee  indicated  

gen era l  support o f  the b i l l .  Sen. H ill ,  the c h a i r 
m an, co m m e n d e d  the A .D .A .  fo r  its presentation . 
Sen. P u rte l l ,  the only n o n -s p o n so r  o f  the b il l  among 
the co m m itte e  m e m b e r s  present, indicated  that he 
was h ighly  sym pathetic to the need f o r  a dental 
r e s e a r c h  build ing.

W IDESPREAD SU PPORT 
F O R  A .D .A .  REQUESTS

In addition to the 
m any hundreds of 
dental s o c ie t ie s  and 

individual dentists who have sent te le g ra m s  and 
le t te rs  to their C o n g r e ssm e n ,  m any other groups 
in terested  in im p ro v e d  health for  all c i t iz e n s  have 
supported  the A .D .A .  request fo r  in c r e a s e d  dental 
r e s e a r c h  a ct iv it ies  by the fed era l  governm ent. 
S evera l  n ew sp a p ers ,  including the C h icago  Sun -  
T im e s ,  the W ashington P o s t  and T im e s - H era ld  and 
the D allas M orn ing  News have c a r r ie d  ed ito r ia ls  
urging fa v ora b le  action  by  C o n g r e s s .  The Sun -  
T im e s  a lso  published a ca rtoon  by J a c o b  B u r c k 
w hich is r e p ro d u ce d  in the adjoining co lu m n . D e n 
t ists  e v ery w h ere  are  urged  to seek  the ed itor ia l  
support o f  m a jo r  n ew spapers  in their com m u n it ie s  
for  an in c r e a s e d  r e s e a r c h  p rog ra m  throughout the 
nation.
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M ore letters  and telegram s are needed to m em bers o f the U.S. C on gress  from  
individual dentists and dental groups so that senators and re p re s entatives m ay be fully 
in form ed regarding the need fo r  in creased  federa l support of dental resea rch . If you 
have not already written the re p re s entative from  your d istrict and both o f the senators 
from  your state, do so today! Give them your views regarding the need fo r  expanded 
resea rch  to help com bat dental d isease .

HOUSE UNIT APPROVES SYSTEM OF INCREASED BONUSES FOR DENTAL OFFICERS

The House A rm ed  S erv ices  C om m ittee last week approved two b ills  o f in terest to dentis 
try: the so -ca lle d  ca re e r  incentive b ill for  dental and m edical o ffice rs  in the arm ed fo rce s  
(H.R. 9428) and a b ill for health ca re  o f m ilita ry  dependents (H.R. 9429). The new est vers ion  
o f the ca re e r  b ill sets up a system  o f graduated in creases  in additional pay, which is now $ 100 
a month for dental and m ed ica l o f f ic e r s .  The b ill ca lls  for  an in crease  to $ 150 a month extra 
after three years s e rv ice ; $ 200 a month extra after six  years, and $ 250 a month extra after 
10 yea rs . Additionally, the m easure provides fo r  serv ice  cred it for the four years spent in 
dental or  m edica l schools for prom otion  and pay purposes. It a lso gives cred it  fo r  m ed ica l 
internships but not dental internships. With the exception of the provision  on internships the 
m easure in corporates generally the program  advocated by the A ssocia tion  to in crease  the 
attrac t iveness o f a ca re e r  in the arm ed fo rce s  for  dentists. In testim ony be fore  the c o n g r e s s 
m en on F eb . 16, D r. J. Claude E arnest, o f  M onroe, L a ., v ic e - chairm an o f the A .D .A . C ouncil 
on L egislation , pointed out that le s s  than one - fourth o f  the 5,800 dental o ffic e rs  in m ilitary  
serv ice  are ca re e r  o f f ic e r s . "It is generally admitted by those con cern ed  with the dental as 
w ell as the total health of the m em bers o f the arm ed s e r v ic e s ," he said, " that a dental co rp s  
staffed p rim a rily  with ca re e r  o ffic e rs  would be m ore e fficient, better trained to its m ilitary  
and ancillary  m iss ion s , and le ss  co st ly  to m aintain."  The bill for health ca re  o f m ilitary  
dependents, as reported  out by the A rm ed  S erv ices  C om m ittee, establishes a com plicated  s y s 
tem o f m ed ica l care  in m ilitary  fa c ilities  and through civilian  sou rces . The b ill lim its dental 
treatm ent to em ergency ca re .

A.D.A. RELIEF FUND PASSES $100,000 GOAL FOR 4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR - -  
22 SOCIETIES TOP THEIR QUOTAS AS TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS REACH $104,853

The A .D .A . R elie f Fund drive passed its goal for the fourth consecutive  year as c o n tr i
butions reached $ 104,853 on F eb . 27. It was the earliest the national quota had been achieved 
in the Fund's h istory . A s contributions poured in following the second appeal, m ailed  in early  
F ebru ary, 22 new states exceeded their quotas. In all, 39 constituent socie ties  have topped the 
100 per cent m ark. Those passing the 100 per cent m ark  since the previous report are : A laska, 
A rizon a , C a liforn ia , C olorado, F lor id a , G eorgia , Illin ois, Indiana, Iowa, K ansas, Kentucky, 
M aryland, M assachusetts, M innesota, New H am pshire, New Jersey , New M ex ico , North C arolina, 
O regon , Puerto R ico , V irgin ia and W yoming. A laska, with 458 per cent of quota reached, took 
over the individual lead, among the constituents. Tennessee was second with 359.9 per cent. 
The sm aller socie ties  (quotas under $ 1,000), with 110.8 per cent o f quota, continued their lead 
over the la rger  societies  (quotas over $ 1,000), which have reached 103.1 per cent o f quota. A  
com plete breakdown of contributions by constituent societies  and federa l s e rv ice s  is  contained 
on the enclosed  M im eographed page.

A.D.A. COUNCILS TO SPONSOR WORKSHOP ON TECHNICIANS MARCH 5-7
Dental laboratory  ow ners, dental educators and A .D .A . rep resentatives w ill participate in a 

w orkshop on the training o f dental laboratory  technicians M arch 5 - 7 at the M orrison  Hotel in 
C h icago. D r. W illard C . F lem ing, o f San F ra n cisco , dean of the C ollege  o f D entistry at the 
U niversity o f C a liforn ia , w ill p reside at the th ree - day m eeting which is being sponsored  by the 
A .D .A . C ouncils on Dental Education and Dental Trade and L aboratory  R elations. T op ics  to be 
cov ered  include the function o f  the dental laboratory  as viewed by the laboratory  ow ner, the te ch 
nician and the dentist; educational program s fo r  technicians, and requirem ents fo r  dental te ch 
nician sch ools.



-  4 -

MAYOR WAGNER OF NEW YORK IN FAVOR OF FLUORIDATION; CALLS FOR HEARINGS

M ayor R obert F . Wagner, of New Y ork City, gave a qualified endorsem ent to fluoridation 
last week and called  on the c ity 's  Board of Estim ate to hold public hearings on the m easure. 
In a te lev ision  broadcast Feb. 19, M ayor Wagner said: " I personally  think fluoridation  would 
be a good thing, but the Board of Estim ate m ust set the p o licy  and so  I have somewhat of an 
open mind in case  any new facts are brought out to change m y opinion." F luoridation  was 
unanim ously recom m ended by the c ity 's  Board of Health Jan. 12, but it has been opposed by the 
Departm ent of Water Supply, Gas and E lectr ic ity . The m ayor said that he considered  the Board 
of Health the better authority on health aspects of fluoridation .

DR. KINGSBURY URGES SUPPORT OF RED CROSS FUND DRIVE
D r. Bernerd C. K ingsbury, o f San F ra n cisco , A .D .A . president, today urged a ll m em bers of 

the dental p ro fess ion  to support the 1956 cam paign fo r  m em bers and funds of the A m erican  N a
tional Red C ross . In a letter to the Red C ross , he said: "Through its d isaster aid, its arm ed 
fo r c e s  and veterans program s, its nursing and safety s e rv ice s , and its blood donor program , 
the Red C ross  has been continually in the fore fron t as an outstanding humanitarian institution… . 
I am certa in  dentists everyw here w ill respond to the ca ll ."

CUTOFF DATE FOR 1956 A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP DUES IS MARCH 31

Constituent socie ty  secretaries  are rem inded that M arch 31 is the cutoff date fo r  rece ip t 
of 1956 A .D .A . m em bership  dues. Individuals w hose dues are  not rece ived  by that date cease  to 
be m em bers in good standing and their participation in A ssocia tion  insurance program s m ay be 
jeopard ized . Additionally, the m em ber ' s subscription  to The Journal of the A m erican  Dental 
A ssocia tion  and his listing in the A .D .A . D irectory  m ay be discontinued. At the end of January, 
m em bership  dues had been received  for 43,590 dentists, som e 4,300 m ore  than on the sam e 
date last year. Dental society  secre ta r ies  are a lso  rem inded that the final date fo r  applications 
fo r  life  m em bersh ip  in the A .D .A . is June 30.

TOPICAL-DOSAGE PENICILLIN PRODUCTS DROPPED FROM A.D.R.
The A .D .A . Council on Dental Therapeutics at its m eeting Feb. 16-17  in the Central O ffice 

voted to drop all top ica l-d osage  form s of pen icillin  from  A ccepted  Dental R em ed ies. Deleted 
w ill be all brands of pen icillin  troch es, ointments, pastes, cones and powders used fo r  topical 
application. Although these products have been useful as adjuncts in treating su p erfic ia l ora l 
in fections, the Council said, they have a high "sen sitiz in g  potential" because of their use in 
prolonged contact with the oral tissues. When pen icillin  m ust be adm inistered system ica lly  
to individuals previously  sensitized by loca l applications, there is a p ossib ility  of severe  
reaction s, it was pointed out. Other antibiotics, without a sensitizing effect, are available for 
lo ca l application to ora l tissues, the Council said.

DR. BERT HOOPER IS NAMED CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL ON DENTAL EDUCATION
D r. Bert L . H ooper, of L incoln , Neb., dean of the U niversity of N ebraska C ollege of Den

tistry , has been named chairm an of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education. He su cceeds Dr. 
G erald D. T im m ons, of Philadelphia, dean of T em ple U niversity School of D entistry, who 
recently  resigned . Last fall, Dr. Tim m ons was elected  speaker of the A .D .A . House of D ele 
gates. D r. Maynard K. Hine, of Indianapolis, dean of Indiana U niversity School of D entistry, 
has been named to succeed  Dr. T im m ons as a m em ber of the Council. Both appointm ents, 
e ffective  until the 1956 annual sess ion  at Atlantic City next N ovem ber, w ere m ade by D r. 
B ernerd  C. K ingsbury, of San F ra n cisco , A .D.A . president.

DR. PHILIP E. BLACKERBY NAMED ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF KELLOGG FOUNDATION
D r. Philip E. B lackerby J r ., of Battle Creek, M ich ., has been named to the newly created 

post o f a ssocia te  general d irector  of the W. K. K ellogg Foundation, it was announced last week 
by D r. E m ory W. M o rr is , general d irector  of the Foundation. Dr. B lackerby, who is a m em ber 
and fo rm er  chairm an of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education, has been d irector  of the 
Foundation's d ivision  of dentistry since 1945.
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