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96th Annual Session - SAN FRANCISCO - Oct. 17-20

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.

ada News Letter
V ol. 8, No. 19 - -  Oct. 1, 1955

LARGEST ATTENDANCE IN ASSOCIATION'S HISTORY EXPECTED AT ANNUAL SESSION 
IN SAN FRANCISCO AS PREPARATIONS ARE COMPLETED FOR FOUR -DAY MEETING

Thousands of dentists from  all parts o f the United States and many fore ign  countries (see 
below) w ill be arriving in San F ra n cisco  within the next two and a half weeks for the 96th annual 
sess ion  of the A ssociation , o ffic ia lly  opening O ct. 17. R eservations indicate the la rgest attend
ance at an annual m eeting in the h istory  of the A ssocia tion , according to D r . F ran cis J. H er z , 
of San F ra n c is co , chairm an o f the general com m ittee on loca l arrangem ents. R egistration  fo r  
annual session  v is itors  w ill be held at the C ivic Auditorium , site o f the scien tific  p rogram , 
beginning at 9 a.m . Sunday, Oct. 17, while specia l registration  for o ffic ia l delegates, alternate 
delegates and council m em bers w ill open at 9 a.m . in the lobby of the Fairm ont Hotel w here the 
House of D elegates w ill m eet. At 9:30 a .m . Monday, both the House of D elegates and the 
scien tific  program  w ill get under way. Acting M ayor Jam es L . H alley of San F ra n cisco  w ill 
w elcom e the delegates to the Golden Gate City and D r. Daniel F . Lynch, of Washington, D .C ., 
president of the A ssociation , w ill present the annual report of the president. The scien tific  
program  will be highlighted by 14 specia l panels on the newest developm ents in dentistry,

There will be no issue of the A .D .A . News Letter on Oct. 15. The issues o f Oct. 15 
and Nov. 1 will be com bined to include a report on the annual s e ss ion o f the A .D .A . 
being held Oct. 17-20 in San F ra n cisco .

designed especia lly  fo r  the general p ractitioner . In addition to the essays, there w ill be a p r o 
gram  o f projected  clin ics  and table c lin ics , scien tific  film s and m ore  than 300 scien tific  and 
com m ercia l exhibits. D r. Lynch will preside at the general meeting scheduled for Tuesday 
evening, Oct. 18, in the War M em oria l V eterans ' Auditorium . As part of the m eeting, a 
symphony con cert will be conducted by Sandor Sal go, guest conductor with the San F ra n cisco  
Symphony O rchestra . The general meeting is open to all v is itors  to the annual sess ion .

OFFICERS, FOUR TRUSTEES 
WILL BE CHOSEN OCT. 20

A new p resid en t-e lect, three v ice -p res id en ts , a 
speaker of the House of D elegates, four trustees 
and about one - third o f the m em bers of the 

A .D .A . councils w ill be elected  at the annual e lection  o f o ffice rs  to be held Thursday m orning, 
Oct. 20. D r. B ernerd  J. Kingsbury, of San F ra n cisco , w ill be installed as president and a 
p resid en t-e lect will be chosen. T rustees whose term s o f o ffice  exp ire this year are D r. E arl 
G. Jones, o f Columbus, Ohio; D r. Arthur F . Schopper, of Kansas City; D r. Charles I . Taggart, 
o f Burlington, Vt ., and D r. Lew is W. Thorn, of M inneapolis.

DENTISTS THROUGHOUT WORLD 
TO ATTEND ANNUAL SESSION

The lis t  of international v is itors  attending the 
annual session  represents a " w ho's w ho" of 
dentistry throughout the w orld . F rom  Europe 

w ill com e representatives from  F ran ce, Great Britain, Norway and Sweden. The South P a cific  
and Far East will be represented by v is itors  from  Japan, M alaya, New Zealand, Thailand and 
the Philippines. There will be a la rge  delegation from  Canada. Additionally, there w ill be 
v is ito rs  from  B razil, El Salvador, Cuba, M exico and Panama.
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CAPACITY CROWD AT 
PRESIDENT 'S DINNER

An unusually full program  o f socia l activities 
has been scheduled for the m eeting. Advance 
reservation s indicate a capacity  crow d for  both 

the president's  dinner in honor o f D r. Lynch on W ednesday, Oct. 19, and the luncheon and 
fashion pageant for  wom en v is itors  on Tuesday, O ct. 18, both in the Sheraton-Palace H otel. 
The weekend preceding the o ffic ia l opening o f the m eeting, a number of con feren ces has been 
set. The all - day dental health con ference of the Council on Dental Health has been scheduled 
for  Saturday, O ct. 15, in the R oom  o f the Dons at the M ark Hopkins H otel, while the same day 
the con ference on dental journalism , sponsored by the Council on Journalism  and the A m erican  
A ssocia tion  of Dental E d itors, will hold its afternoon sess ion  in the Cirque Room  o f the F a ir 
mont Hotel, instead o f the San F ra n cisco  R oom  as previously  announced. The evening program  
w ill be in the Gold R oom . The con ference of state socie ty  o ffice rs  w ill be called  to order at 
9 a .m . Sunday, Oct. 16, in the R oom  of the Dons at the Mark Hopkins.

1956 DIRECTORY BEING READIED FOR DECEMBER PUBLICATION
M ore than 96,000 dentists will be listed  in the 1,2 00 -page 1956 edition of the A m erican  

Dental D ire c to ry , it was announced last week by M r. John J. H ollister, A .D .A . business 
m anager. The D ire c to ry , which will be available D ec .  15, may be obtained for $ 6 if  prepaid 
o rd ers  are sent in be fore  Oct. 20, 1955, and for $ 7.50 after that date. Each dentist is listed  
alphabetically and geographically  along with his specia lty , school and year of graduation, m em 
bersh ip  in the A .D .A . and year o f birth . L istings in the re feren ce  section  in the front o f the 
D irectory  include: approved dental, dental assistant, dental hygienist and laboratory  te ch 
nician sch ools; dental sp ec ia lis ts; key personnel o f the constituent socie ties  and councils and 
bureaus of the A ssocia tion ; names of national dental organizations throughout the w orld ; names 
and se cre ta r ies  o f a llied  and associated  dental groups, and A .D .A . m em bers in foreign  
cou n tries. Copies of the D ire cto ry may be obtained from  the A .D .A . Order Dept., 222 E . 
Superior St., Chicago, I l l .

NURSES WOULD BE PERMITTED TO PERFORM DENTAL OPERATIONS IN BRITAIN
A new dentists ' b ill covering dental activ ities in B rita in 's  National Health S ervice  is 

scheduled to com e up for  a second reading in Parliam ent Oct. 28. The bill sets up an autono
mous G eneral Dental Council o f 41 m em bers, at least 31 of whom would be m em bers of the 
dental p ro fess ion . The council would rep lace the fo rm er  Dental Board which was under the 
supervision  of the General M edical Council. H ow ever, the bill also ca rr ie s  a p rov is ion  for  the 
training and use o f dental nurses who would be perm itted to p erform  extractions and place 
fillin gs . A sim ilar m easure authorizing the use o f an cillary  w orkers for  dental operations 
failed  of pas s age in the previous sess ion  o f Parliam ent.

NEW GUIDE FOR PLANNING DENTAL HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
A new A .D .A . pamphlet entitled, " Suggestions and Guides for Dental S ocieties Planning 

Dental Health Education P ro g ra m s ," is now available from  the Bureau of Dental Health Educa
tion, M r. P e rry  J. Sandell, d irector , has announced. The booklet outlines the princip les of 
dental health education and suggests methods to ca r ry  them out effective ly  on the state and 
lo ca l leve l. Sample cop ies are available on request from  the Bureau.

IMPROVISED HOSPITAL UNITS PROPOSED FOR CIVIL DEFENSE TRAINING
R epresentatives o f six national health organ izations, including the A .D .A ., inspected a 

200 -bed im prov ised  hospital unit at a joint m eeting at Federal C ivil D efense Adm inistration 
headquarters at Battle Creek, M ich ., Sept. 10. D efense health o ffic ia ls  proposed  that sim ilar 
hospital units be set up in areas throughout the country for  training purposes and for  use in 
casualty care  in event o f  d isaster . Representing the A .D .A . were D r. Carl L . Sebelius, o f 
N ashville, chairm an of the A .D .A . Subcom m ittee on C ivil D efense, and M r. Bernard J. 
B eazley, o f Chicago, secretary  o f the A .D .A . Council on F ederal Dental S erv ices . Other 
organizations represented  w ere the A m erican  H ospital A ssociation , A m erican  M edica l A s s o 
ciation , A m erican  N urses ' A ssociation , A m erican  Public Health A ssociation , and National 
League fo r  N ursing, Inc .
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MEMBERSHIP TOPS 84,000 MARK FOR FIRST TIME IN A.D.A. HISTORY

Total A .D .A . m em bership clim bed past the 84,000 m ark on Aug. 31 fo r  the f irs t  tim e in 
A ssocia tion  h istory . M em bership in all ca tegories  reached 84,023 a gain of nearly 2,500 over 
that for Aug. 3 1, 1954. The number of active and life  m em bers was 74,155, a gain o f 2,200. 
All federal dental serv ices  and all but eight constituent socie ties  reported  gains over 1954 
figu res. Southern C aliforn ia  led  in num erical gain with 173 additional m em bers, follow ed by 
New York with 168. National m em bership in other categories  was: a ffiliate, 214; a ssocia te , 
17; honorary, 12, and student, 9,625.

CONFERENCE ON FEDERAL DENTAL CARE PROGRAMS PLANNED BY A.D.A. COUNCIL
P r e lim inary plans for a con ference next spring on federal dental ca re  program s w ere 

made by the A .D .A . Council on F ederal Dental S erv ices  at its m eeting in Chicago on Sept. 18 
and 19. In addition to m em bers of A .D .A . cou n cils , representatives of the five federal dental 
se rv ice s , the D efense Department and the Rusk com m ittee will be invited to participate. P u r 
pose o f the m eeting is to consider the com plete operations and scope of the federal p rogra m s. 
D r. F . J. Reichm ann, of Oklahoma City, Council chairm an, has been named consultant to the o f 
fice  o f the surgeon general, Department of the A rm y, to succeed D r. Rudolph H. F ried rich , o f 
Chicago, who resigned  after being nam ed se cre ta ry  o f the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health.

DR. OBED MOEN NAMED U.S. TREASURER FOR F.D.I.
D r. Obed H. M oen, o f Watertown, W is ., m em ber o f the A .D .A . Council on International 

R elations, has been appointed U.S. treasu rer fo r  the Federation  Dentaire Internationale. He 
succeeds D r. Philip  E . Adam s, o f Boston, who resigned . D r. M oen is a form er m em ber of the 
A .D .A . Board o f T ru stees. All interested  U.S. dentists are urged to make reservations fo r  the 
12th International Dental C ongress as soon as p oss ib le . The C on gress w ill be held in R om e, 
Sept. 7 through 14, 1957. D r. M oen pointed out that supporting m em bers o f the F .D .I . 
enrolled  be fore  D ec. 31, 1955, will be entitled to a 50 per cent reduction in the C ongress fe e s . 
D etails about supporting m em bership in the F .D .I . m ay be obtained by writing D r. Moen, 
M asonic Tem ple, Watertown, W is ., and inform ation about the C ongress m ay be obtained from  
the S ecretary  G eneral, D r. Giovanni C orrad i, 8 V ia S erp ieri, R om e, Italy.

MANUAL ON MEMBERSHIP ISSUED FOR HANDLING ASSOCIATION DUES
A specia l "Manual on M em bersh ip" has been prepared  by the A .D .A . for  use by constituent 

and com ponent socie ties  and by dental schools in p r o ce s s ing m em bership  dues. C opies o f the 
booklet have been sent to all dental school deans and to secre ta ries  of constituent socie ties  for 
distribution to com ponent groups. Additional cop ies m ay be obtained without charge from  the 
M em bership Departm ent at A .D .A . headquarters in Chicago.

A.D.A. DISCONTINUES SALE OF 'MICKEY MOUSE RECALL CARDS'
The sale o f reca ll cards and certifica tes  carrying p ictures o f  M ickey M ouse and other Wal t 

D isney ch aracters  has been discontinued by the A .D .A . following refusal o f Wal t D isney P ro d u c
tions, Inc., to extend its contract with the A ssocia tion . A new line o f certifica tes , reca ll cards 
and other ch ild ren 's  dental health education aids w ill be developed by the A .D .A . Bureau of 
Dental Health Education using a different them e. The new m aterial is expected to be available 
by Nov. 1.

COUNCIL ISSUES BOOKLET ON GROUP DENTAL HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS
"Group Dental Health Care P rog ra m s" is the title o f a new pamphlet which will be pub

lished by the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health Nov. 1. The new booklet will d escr ib e  the h is 
torica l background o f health and w elfare funds and the operations of governm ent, private and 
union-m anagem ent dental care  p rogram s. In addition, it will contain recom m endations for 
state socie ty  operations and the p o lic ies  o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  in the fie ld  of 
group dental care  p rogram s. L im ited quantities m ay be obtained by representatives o f state 
and loca l dental societies  from  the Council at A .D .A . headquarters in C hicago.
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HARTFORD COURANT LABELS FLUORIDE FOES 'QUACKS, CHARLATANS'

The H artford (Conn.) Courant, the nation 's o ldest newspaper, has labeled  the opponents of 
fluoridation " a heterogeneous ass ortm ent of quacks, charlatans and mountebanks . " In an 
editoria l com m enting on the c ity 's  plan to appoint a com m ittee to study fluoridation, the nation
ally known newspaper pointed out that the vast m ajority  of health organizations and scientists 
have already approved the m easure. "On the other side only a handful have any pretention 
whatever to scien tific  qualifications to speak," the editoria l said. "A ll the rest is a h eteroge
neous a ss ortm ent of quacks, charlatans and mountebanks who make an extraord inary splash, 
out o f all p roportion  to their weight, by playing on private fears  and public hypochondria. 
Meanwhile each year another crop  o f ch ildren , from  H artford and surrounding com m unities, 
goes without the benefit of a preventive of tooth decay that ch ildren  in m ore  than a thousand 
other com m unities throughout the country have." M eanwhile, the A m erican  A ssocia tion  for  the 
Advancem ent o f Science announced that the book, "F luoridation  as a Public Health M easure, " 
has entered a second printing. Copies of the book, which review s the entire fie ld  o f fluorides 
and human health, m ay be obtained from  the A .A .A .S ., 1515 M assachusetts A v e ., N .W ., W ash
ington, D .C . The p r ice  is $ 4 for A .A .A .S. m em bers and $ 4 .50 for  n on -m em b ers .

NORTH DAKOTA STATE DENTAL DIVISION HEADED BY DR. ROBERT MOTHERSHEAD

D r. R obert A . M othershead, o f M acon, M o ., is the new d irector  o f  the d iv ision  o f oral 
hygiene, North Dakota State Department of Health. D r. M othershead has been with the M is 
souri State Health Department since 1950. He will begin his new position  Oct. 17. In addition 
to five years o f A rm y serv ice , D r. M othershead was previously  in private practice  in Denton, 
Kan., and St. L o u is . .

ALABAMA DEAN NAMED TO NATIONAL ADVISORY DENTAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

D r. Joseph F . V olker, of Birm ingham , dean of the School o f D entistry, U niversity of A la 
bama, has been appointed to the National A dvisory  Dental R esearch  Council. D r. V olker was 
fo rm erly  on the A dv isory  Com m ittee to the A .D .A . Bureau o f C hem istry. A month ago, D r. J. 
R oy Doty, o f Chicago, secretary  of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Therapeutics, was named to 
the Council. (See A .D .A . News L etter , Sept. 15, 1955.)

ISSUE REPORT ON CLINICAL TESTING OF DENTAL CARIES PREVENTIVES

The A ss ociation  has published in booklet fo rm  the report o f a con ference to develop 
uniform  standards and procedures in clin ica l studies of dental ca r ie s . Entitled, "C lin ica l T e s t 
ing of Dental C aries P reven tives ," it presents suggestions for making clin ica l standards su ffi
ciently  uniform  to assure com parability o f data obtained in different studies.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

Dental activities of the Idaho Health Departm ent have now been raised  to d ivision  status. 
The d irector  is D r. W esley O. Young, o f B o ise . Dental d ivisions are now established in m ore 
than half the states… .New developm ents in dental public health will be presented at the 83rd 
annual m eeting of the A m erican  Public Health A ssocia tion  to be held Nov. 14-1 8 in Kansas 
City. Chairm an o f the dental health section  is D r. H. Shirley D w yer, of L ittle Rock, A rk ....  
C losed  c ircu it te lev is ion  is now being used routinely for instruction in the new dental school at 
the U niversity of Texas in Houston. At least three other dental s chools - - L oyola  (Chicago), 
Kansas City and the College of Physicians and Surgeons, San F ra n cisco  - -a lso have TV system s 
for c la ssro o m  u se… .Arrangem ents are being com pleted for the 29th annual Dallas M id-W inter 
Dental C linic o f the Dallas County Dental Society to be held Jan. 22-25 at the Statler - Hilton 
H otel. The chairm an is D r. Jam es R. N elson… .The m id-annual m eeting o f the A m erican 
A cadem y of Dental M edicine is scheduled for D ec. 4 in New York City at the Hotel New Y orker 
.… U.S. hospitals cared  for a re cord  20,345,431 patients last year, an in crease  o f 161,604 
patients over 1953, the A m erican  H ospital A ss ociation  has reported .
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