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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V o l. 8, No. 3 - -  Feb. 1, 1955

NATION-WIDE OBSERVANCE IS SET FOR CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH WEEK - -  
SPECIAL MESSAGE TO ALL PARENTS IS ISSUED BY A. D. A. PRESIDENT

Last-m inute preparations w ere underway this week for the m ost extensive National C h il
d ren ' s Dental Health observance in the seven -year h istory  of the program . F o r  the f ir s t  tim e, 
the event w ill be m arked nationally as National C h ildren ' s Dental Health Week, from  F eb . 7 
through 13. Extension of the observan ce , from  a day to a week, was voted by the A .D .A . House 
o f D elegates at the request of severa l constituent and com ponent dental so c ie tie s . In a specia l 
m essage  to all parents issued on the eve of the observance, D r. Daniel F . Lynch, of Washington, 
D .C ., president of the A .D .A ., cautioned that w ell-m eaning parents still too frequently are 
sentencing their children to an adulthood as dental cr ip p les . Pointing out that em phasis on a 
ch ild ' s dental health is the only sound approach to the nation 's dental d isease problem , he said: 
" The co ld  truth is that ignorance about dental health is w idespread. Not until sound preventive 
m easu res are translated e ffective ly  by parents into consistent and continuing use by our c h il
dren, can children avoid the dental cripp ling o f their e ld e rs ."

NUMEROUS NETWORK RADIO, TV 
SHOWS SCHEDULED FOR EVENT

On a nation-w ide sca le , num erous te lev is ion  and 
radio program s w ill have a part in the o b s e r v 
ance. Throughout the week, the M etropolitan  

L ife  Insurance Company w ill present announcements on 66 radio stations in 58 c ities  throughout 
the United States and on nine radio stations in six  Canadian c it ie s . Additionally, Borden M ilk 
Company w ill present specia l dental health m essages on radio stations of 21 c it ie s . D aily m e s 
sages w ill a lso be ca rr ied  over the 560-station  radio network of the Mutual B roadcasting System  
in the "F lorid a  C alling" program , originating from  Winter Haven, F la . T elev ision  shows sch ed 
uled to ca rry  dental health m essages  next week include the daily Howdy D oody show fo r  ch ildren  
on the NBC network. Additionally, International News S ervice  has prepared a specia l feature 
a rtic le  on the observance for all its new spaper clients.

BILLS INTRODUCED TO EXTEND DRAFT LAW, MODIFY DENTAL CARE FOR DEPENDENTS
Two adm inistration bills  - -  one, to extend the dentist - physician draft law fo r  two years and 

the other, to provide a m ore  com prehensive system  of m edica l ca re  to dependents of m ilita ry  
personnel while sharply lim iting dental care  - -  have been introduced into the House o f R e p re 
sentatives. The b ills  w ere presented by Rep. V inson (D., Ga.), chairm an of the House A rm ed  
S erv ices  Com m ittee. The draft b ill m akes no change in the present law, including the system  
o f p r io r it ie s, other than to change the term ination date. H ow ever, there is no p rovision  fo r  
extending the $ 100 -a -month specia l pay for dental or m edica l o ffice rs  entering serv ice  after 
June 30. The A .D .A . has gone on re co rd  opposing continuation of the specia l draft law and has 
recom m ended extension of the specia l com pensation for dental o f f ic e r s . R epre se ntatives of the 
A ssocia tion  w ill testify  on the proposed  m easure at hearings b e fo re  the A rm ed  S erv ices  C om 
m ittee within the next few w eeks. A dditionally, A .D .A . o ffic ia ls  are to con fer on the draft at a 
Pentagon con feren ce tom orrow  (F e b. 2) with Dr. Frank B erry , assistant secre ta ry  of defense 
fo r  health and m edica l a ffa irs , and other Defense Department o ffic ia ls . Heading the A s s o c ia 
tion delegation w ill be D r. Daniel F . Lynch, of Washington, D .C ., president. The b ill  on health 
care  of m ilitary  dependents follow s the recom m endations of the C itizen 's  A d v isory  C o m m is 
sion on M edical Care for Dependents of M ilitary  P ersonnel, appointed by the D efense D epart-
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m ent and headed by D r. H arold G. M oulton. (See A .D .A. News L ette r , July 1, 1953.) The 
r e com m endations w ere in keeping with proposals m ade by A .D .A . rep re se ntatives be fore  the 
com m ission  that dental ca re  by dental o ffice rs  should be lim ited  la rge ly  to m ilita ry  personnel. 
The new b ill, while giving extensive m ed ica l care  to dependents, lim its dental ca re  to e m e r 
gency treatm ent, and to care  regarded as a n e ce ssa ry  adjunct to m ed ica l or surgica l treatm ent. 
There is  one exception, that o f dental ca re  fo r  dependents outside the United States and in 
" rem ote a rea s "  o f the United States. The b ill defines em ergen cy  dental treatm ent as "that care  
requ ired  to re lieve  pain and suffering and does not include any permanent restorative  w ork or 
dental p ro sth e s is ."  The b ill adds that care  fo r  dependents "w ill depend upon the availability  o f 
space, fa c ilitie s  and capabilities o f the dental sta ff."

NEW BUDGET BOOSTS DENTAL ACTIVITIES IN V. A . ,  PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Funds fo r  dental activ ities w ere in creased  in P resident E isenhow er' s p roposed  budget for 

the 1956 fis ca l year. F o r  the U.S. Public Health S erv ice , a sum of $ 2 ,136,000 was recom m ended 
fo r  dental public health and resea rch  p rogram s, an in crea se  o f $ 146,000 over the current bud
get. While the total sum for the entire outpatient program  of the Veterans A dm inistration  was 
d ecrea sed , the outpatient dental program  was boosted  to $ 11,500,000, representing an in crease  
of $ 3 00,000 over the 1955 fisca l year.

AN ADDITIONAL $ 144,000 
EARMARKED FOR RESEARCH

F o r  the Public Health S erv ice , m ost o f the p r o 
posed  in crea se  is earm arked for  d irect 
re se a rch  operations in the National Institute of 

Dental R esearch . An additional sum o f $ 144,000 was recom m ended for  the d irect resea rch  
operations, making for  a total o f $ 764,000 as com pared  with $ 6 20,000 in the current budget. 
R esearch  grants and resea rch  fellow ships rem ained at $421,000 and $ 100,000, resp ective ly .
In the ca tegory  of d irect operations, technical assistan ce  to states rem ained at $ 6 60,000; 
coordination  and developm ent o f r e s o u rc e s stayed at $ 110, 000; review  and approval o f grants 
was in creased  $ 1,000 to $ 12,000 and adm inistration was in creased  $ 1,000 to $ 6 9,000.

"HOMETOWN" DENTAL PROGRAM 
IS INCREASED BY $ 300,000

The Veterans A dm inistration proposed  budget 
of $ 11,500,000 anticipates a d ro p -o ff  of dental 
patients in the outpatient program  to 126,000 as 

com pared  with 189,500 in the current f is ca l year. A pp roxim ately , one-quarter of the patients, 
or 31 ,000, are  expected to be exam ined on a "hom etown" basis  as com pared with 43,000 in the 
current budget. Total treatm ents are anticipated at 133,000 out of which 98,000 would be on a 
fe e - fo r -s e r v ic e  basis .

PRESIDENT'S ORDER MAY 
E F FE C T V .A. OPERATION

A new note was inj e cted into operation of the 
V .A . outpatient dental program  by P resident 
E isen h ow er ' s order which d irected  that only 

p ea ce -tim e  benefits w ill be available to veterans, beginning today (Feb. 1). The ord er w ill 
cause a substantial reduction in the extent of dental se rv ices  provided under the program . 
The E isenhow er d irective  provides that only the veterans d ischarged  be fore  F eb . 1 who served  
in W orld War II or during the Korean con flict would be entitled to treatm ent of s e rv ic e - con 
nected  dental d efects . A dditionally, persons now in active m ilita ry  serv ice  would be entitled to 
the benefits after d ischarge if  there w ere p roo f o f s e rv ic e - connected dental ailm ents incurred  
b e fore  F eb . 1. Otherwise veterans would rece iv e  dental benefits only if there w ere p roo f that 
the dental condition was disabling as w ell as s e r v ic e - connected. O bservers  have pointed out 
that only a sm all percentage of veterans are now rece iv in g  ca re  fo r  dental d iseases defined as 
dis abling.

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER REVIVES REQUEST FOR FEDERAL HEALTH RE-INSURANCE
P resident E isenhow er again proposed  a federa l health r e - insurance program  this week. In 

a health m essage  to C on gress, the P resident recom m ended that the governm ent establish  a 
"re -in su ra n ce  serv ice  to encourage private health insurance organizations in offering broader 
benefits to insured individuals and fam ilies , and coverage to m ore  peop le ."  In his proposed  
budget, subm itted e a r lie r , the P resident recom m ended that $ 25 m illion  be authorized as initia 
capital fo r  the program . A s im ila r  proposal  was re jected  by the last C on gress. In his  health
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m essage , the P resident a lso  urged creation  of a specia l federa l fund fo r  m atching state and 
lo ca l expenditures fo r  health care  of som e 5 m illion  public assistan ce  recip ien ts , including 
the aged, the perm anently and totally disabled, the blind and children  deprived of parental ca re . 
(See below .) Additionally, the P resident recom m ended a system  of governm ent - insured m o r t 
gage loans for construction  of health fa c ilities  and ca lled  for strengthening of the U.S. Public 
Health S erv ice  and greater contributions to the W orld Health O rganization.

A .D .A. REPRESENTATIVES MEET 
WITH MRS. HOBBY, DR. SCHEELE

Repr e s e ntatives of the A .D .A . m et with D epart
m ent of Health, Education and W elfare o ffic ia ls  
last week to con fer on proposed  leg is la tion  in 

the dental health fie ld  with specia l em phasis on care  for  the indigent. Meeting with S ecretary  
Hobby and D r. Leonard A . Scheele, surgeon general of the U.S. Public Health S erv ice , w ere 
D r. David W. B rock , of St. L ouis, chairm an of the Council on Dental Health; D r. C. W illard 
C am alier, of Washington, D .C ., assistant secre tary , and Dr. Rudolph H. F r ied r ich , of C hicago, 
se cre ta ry  of the Council on Dental Health.

A . D . A . PRESIDENT URGES DENTISTS TO JOIN IN " CRUSADE FOR FREEDOM"
D r. Daniel F . Lynch, of Washington, D .C ., A .D .A . president, today urged all dentists to 

support the 1955 Crusade fo r  F reedom  on behalf of Radio F re e  Europe. A s part of the d rive , 
which w ill be held during F ebru ary, M arch and A p r il, a ll dentists are asked to sign a "F r e e 
dom  S c r o ll" and to circu late it among their patients. The s cro lls  and other m ateria l fo r  the 
cam paign m ay be obtained by w riting the A m erican  H eritage Foundation, 345 E. 46th St., New 
Y ork  17.

STATE SOCIETIES QUERIED ON NEW TRUSTEE DISTRICTS AND SIZE OF HOUSE
A  questionnaire has been sent to a ll constituent socie ties  to determ ine their opinions on 

p ossib le  reorganization  of trustee d istricts  and reduction in the s ize  of the House of D elegates, 
it was announced last week by D r. H arold W. O ppice, o f Chicago, chairm an of the A .D .A . specia l 
com m ittee on reorganization  of trustee d istr icts . Individual m em bers are  a lso  invited to send 
their opinions and suggestions to D r. Oppice whose address is  1002 W ilson A ve. M em bers of 
the com m ittee are D r. Clyde R. F lood , o f Seattle; D r. C. M. T aylor, o f Houston, T exas; D r. John 
B. W ilson, of San M arino, C a lif.; D r. W. N. Hodgkin, of W arrenton, V a .; D r. John P . L ooby, o f 
Philadelphia, and D r. Henry M . W illits, of Dubuque, Iowa.

DR. M. M. MAXWELL NAMED DEAN OF NEWLY FOUNDED SETON HALL DENTAL SCHOOL
D r. M erritte  M. M axwell has been named dean of the new ly founded C ollege o f D entistry at 

Seton Hall U niversity in J e rse y  City. D r. M axw ell, who has been a captain in the U.S. Navy, is 
a sp ecia lis t in ora l surgery. He is  a fe llow  of the A m erican  C ollege of Dentists and the In ter
national C ollege of Dentists. He was graduated from  the C ollege of D entistry, U niversity o f 
C a liforn ia , in 1925.

DR. ANDERSON IS ACTING DEAN AT UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
D r. Berton E . Anderson has been appointed acting dean of the School of D entistry, U n iver

sity o f Washington (Seattle). D r. A nderson , who has been a faculty m em ber since 1948 and 
assistant dean since O ctober, takes the place of D r. E rnest M . Jones, who resigned  as dean in 
D ecem ber.

TENTATIVE PLANS REVEALED FOR $250,0 00 DENTAL HEALTH CENTER

Plans for construction of a $ 2 50,000 Southern C alifornia Institute of Dental Health in the 
L os A ngeles area are being studied by the Council on Dental Health of the Southern C aliforn ia  
State Dental A ssocia tion , it has been announced by D r. A . E. Saunders, o f Long B each, ch a ir 
m an of a specia l com m ittee of the council. The structure is being con sidered  as a p ro je ct  o f 
the dental association . Tentative plans ca ll for  construction  o f a two - story  m od ern istic  bu ild 
ing to house fa cilities  for teaching dental health to teachers, parents and children throughout 
southern C aliforn ia .
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SECOND APPEAL MAILED IN RELIEF FUND DRIVE AS TOTAL REACHES $86, 081

A second request fo r  contributions to the 1954- 55 R e lie f Fund cam paign was m ailed  last 
week to all m em bers o f the A ss ociation  in an effort to quicken the pace o f contributions and 
bring the drive to its $ 100 ,000 goal. The appeal was sent to all m em bers including those who 
have a lready contributed since this m ethod was found to be m ore  econom ica l than a se lective  
m ailing. Total contributions reached $ 86,081 on Jan. 31, som e $ 2 ,500 behind the total fo r  the 
corresponding date a year ago. An up -to-date  breakdown o f contributions by individual s o c i 
eties w ill be published in the Feb. 15 A .D .A. News L e tte r .

BROCHURE ON EDUCATIONAL TV PREPARED FOR DENTISTS' WAITING ROOMS

An attractive brochure on educational te lev ision  has been prepared for  use in d entists ' 
waiting room s by the National C itizens C om m ittee fo r  Educational T elev ision . A  test d is tr i
bution of the brochure and a pamphlet entitled " What' s Ahead in Educational T e lev ision  fo r  
G reater W ashington" is  now being m ade in cooperation  with 619 dentists in the D istr ict  of 
Colum bia. Purpose of the m ateria l is  to interest p rofession a l m en in the early  plans fo r  
stations in their com m unities and to acquaint individual citizens with the aim s o f educational 
TV. Copies of the brochure m ay be obtained free  of charge by any U.S. dentist by w riting the 
C om m ittee 's  headquarters in the Ring Building, 1200 18th St., N .W ., Washington 6, D .C . 
H erbert Bain, d irector  o f the A .D .A. Bureau of Public Inform ation is  a m em ber of the C om 
m itte e 's  ad v isory  council.

COUNCIL CRITICIZES UNNECESSARY USE OF SUGAR IN DRUGS FOR CHILDREN

U nnecessary use of sugar - sweetening agents in drugs intended fo r  use by ch ildren  over long 
periods of tim e was cr it ic iz e d  by the Council on Dental Therapeutics at its m eeting Jan. 2 1 -22 
in the Central O ffice . The Council voted to request drug m anufacturers to con sider use o f non
sugar sweetening agents in order to avoid in creased  dental ca r ie s  activity  in ch ildren  using 
their products. In other action, the Council approved a rep ort on "P rescr ib in g  F lu orides for  
Individual U se" fo r  publication in The Journal o f the A .D .A . The report points out that oral 
adm inistration o f fluorides on a p rescrip tion  basis  m ay be e ffective  but it em phasizes the p ra c 
tica l d ifficu lties and lim itations of the procedure. Dr. F loyd  D. O strander, of Ann A rb o r , M ich ., 
who le ft the Council in 1954 after being a m em ber fo r  12 years , was honored at the m eeting for  
his "long and valuable s e rv ic e ,"  and his "leadersh ip  and inspiration to the C ou ncil."

PAN- PACIFIC DENTAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN HONOLULU OCT. 24- 25
A P a n -P a cific  Dental C onference sponsored by the Honolulu County Dental Society w ill be 

held Oct. 24-25 at the R eef H otel in Honolulu follow ing the A .D .A . annual sess ion  in San F ra n 
c is c o . In addition to the A .D .A ., invitations have been extended to the dental associa tion s in 
A u stra lia , New Zealand, Japan and the Philippines. D r. F loyd  A . Sandberg, 280 L ew ers Road, 
Honolulu, is handling prelim in ary arrangem ents. Individuals interested  in presenting c lin ics  at 
the m eeting are  asked to w rite D r. R obert C. Sam ple, 557 A lexander Young Bl dg., Honolulu.

DR. M. E. ZINSER, PAST PRESIDENT OF ILLINOIS SOCIETY, DIES AT 58
Dr. M elford  E. Z in ser , of Chicago, past president of the Illinois State Dental Society and a 

veteran m em ber of the A .D .A . House of D elegates, died Jan. 25 at the age o f 58. D r. Z in ser 
served  as president of the L oyola Dental Alumni A ssocia tion  and entertainment chairm an for  
the 1948 A .D .A . annual session  in C hicago. He was a delegate to the 1947 International Dental 
C on gress in London. He is survived by his w ife, Anne.

FATHER W. D. O' LEARY, REGENT OF NEW ORLEANS LOYOLA DENTAL SCHOOL, DIES

The Rev. W illian D. O 'L eary , S .J ., regent of the L oyola  U niversity School o f D entistry in 
New O rleans, died F eb . 1 at the age o f 58 follow ing a heart attack. Father O ’L eary , a 
physician, was fo rm e r ly  acting dean of the school.
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