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ada News Letter
V ol. 7, No. 11 - M ay 15, 1954

SPECIAL BULLETIN ON CONGRESSIONAL ANTI-FLUORIDATION BILL SENT 
TO A.D.A. MEMBERS; EXPERT TESTIMONY TO BE PRESENTED AT HEARINGS

An Inform ation Bulletin dealing with the W ier b ill (H.R. 2341), which seeks to have 
C on gress prohibit fluoridation throughout the United States, was being m ailed  this weekend to 
all m em bers o f the A .D .A . H earings on the b ill have been scheduled fo r  May 25, 26 and 27 
be fore  the C om m ittee on Interstate and F oreign  C om m erce  o f the House o f R epresentatives. 
The com m ittee is  headed by Rep. W olverton  (R ., N .J.). The Inform ation Bulletin urges that 
each dentist convey his views on the b ill to his C ongressm an and to Rep. W olverton  as soon  as 
possib le . Chairm an W olverton has announced that the hearing tim e fo r  the b ill w ill be divided 
equally between opponents and proponents o f the m easure.

NATION'S TOP SCIENTISTS 
WILL PRESENT STATEMENTS

Representatives o f the A ssocia tion  as w ell as 
representatives o f the leading health and s c ie n 
tific  agencies in the country are scheduled to 

testify  on the e ffectiveness and safety o f the fluoridation  p rocedu re . Opponents o f the p r o c e 
dure are expected to use the hearings as a sounding board  to substitute fo r  scien tific  opinion 
the sam e em otional and unscientific charges that have been used in lo ca l cam paigns against 
fluoridation . In addition to form al testim ony be fore  the C on gressional com m ittee , m any o f  the 
nation ' s outstanding scien tific  authorities are expected to present statem ents to the com m ittee 
on the value o f fluoridation o f public w ater supplies.

EVANSTON STUDY SHOWS 
FURTHER DROP IN CARIES

M eanwhile, a new report issued  last week on 
the 15 -  year fluoridation  study in Evanston, I l l ., 
showed a further reduction in the incidence o f 

dental decay. The study, at the ha lf-w ay point, showed a d ecrease  o f 56 per cent in ca r ie s  
among ch ildren  in the s ix -to -e igh t age group as com pared  with a s im ila r age group in 1946. 
The study is under the d irection  o f D r. J. Roy Blayney, d irector  o f the Z o lle r  M em oria l C lin ic 
at the U niversity  o f Chicago.

A L L  DENTAL SOCIETIES 
NOW ENDORSE PROGRAM

At its recent annual m eeting, the Alabam a 
Dental A ssocia tion  went on re co rd  in favor o f 
the fluoridation  p roced u re  fo r  the state. A ll 

state dental socie ties  in the United States have now endorsed the program . This w eek, flu or id a 
tion o f public water supplies was in operation  in 945 com m unities throughout the country. In 
Canada, a com prehensive new pam phlet on fluoridation , entitled "F a c ts ,"  has been issu ed  by 
the Canadian Dental A ssocia tion . It points out that in addition to U.S. agencies and orga n iza 
tions, the program  has been endorsed by  the Canadian Dental A ssocia tion , the Canadian M edica l 
A ssocia tion  and the Canadian Public Health A ssocia tion .

TOTAL A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP REACHES NEW RECORD OF 77,646
Total A .D .A . m em bership reached  77,646 on A p ril 30, the highest figure ever attained fo r  

that date. Included w ere 67,879 fu lly  p riv ileged  m em bers, a gain o f 2,175 over  the co rre sp o n d 
ing figure fo r  last year. M em bership in other ca tegories  was: a ffiliate, 156; a ssocia te , 11; 
honorary, 10, and student, 9,590 (up 602). The greatest gains in active m ebersh ip , p ercen ta ge 
w ise, w ere reg istered  by Puerto R ico (33 per cent), the Navy (27 per cent), South C arolina 
(26 per cent) and Nevada (22 per cent).

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.



- 2 -

EXTENSIVE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM ARRANGED FOR A.D.A. MEETING IN MIAMI
Final details fo r  the scien tific  program  at the 95th annual sess ion  o f the A ssocia tion  to be 

held  in M iam i, Nov. 8 through 11, w ill be com pleted  by  the A .D .A . C ouncil on S cientific  Session  
at a m eeting M onday (May 17) in the Central O ffice . Dr. C harles S. Kurz, o f C a rly le , I ll., is 
chairm an o f the council. The general com m ittee on loca l arrangem ents, headed by Dr. Curtis 
A. Haggard, o f M iam i, has been at w ork severa l months preparing fo r  the m eeting. In c o o p e r 
ation with the com m ittee, specia l low  rates at 77 outstanding hotels in M iam i and M iam i Beach 
are being o ffe red  fo r  the fou r-d ay  session . An application blank fo r  hotel accom m odations 
appears in The Journal o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion . With Dr. H aggard as general 
chairm an, the honorary o ffic e rs  o f  the general com m ittee on lo ca l arrangem ents are Dr. 
R obert Thoburn , o f Daytona Beach, and Dr. Thom as A . P r ice , Dr. A lbert E. Rosenthal, Dr. 
Leonard S. Turner and Dr. Jam es L. A rm stron g , all o f M iam i. The v ice -ch a irm e n  are Dr. 
E rnest B. Penn, Dr. H. R ogers Turner and Dr. H orace L. C artee, all o f M iam i, and Dr. Jam es 
E. Edw ards, o f C ora l G ables. Chairm en o f individual com m ittees are Dr. S. H ill Gordon, o f 
C ora l G ables, reception ; Dr. G eorge J. Colem an, o f  M iam i, inform ation se rv ice s ; Dr. H orace 
W. Stubbs, o f Coconut G rove, c lin ics  and m otion p ictu res; D r. Raym ond J. Smith, o f M iam i, 
publicity; D r. Charles L. C raig , o f M iam i, ente r tainment, and M rs. C urtis A. Haggard, 
w om en 's  ente r tainment.

FIVE U.S. DENTISTS NAMED DELEGATES TO F.D.I. MEETING, JUNE 8-13
Five A .D .A . m em bers have been nam ed to serve  as delegates to the 42nd annual m eeting o f 

the F ederation  D entaire Internationale, to be held June 8 through 13 in Scheveningen, the 
N etherlands. The delegation w ill be headed by Dr. H arold  Hillenbrand, o f Chicago, A .D .A . s e c 
retary , and w ill include Dr. L eR oy M. Ennis, o f Philadelphia, A .D .A . past president; Dr. 
W illard  C am alier, o f Washington, D .C ., A .D .A . assistant secretary ; Dr. John Knutson, o f 
Washington, D .C ., dental ch ief o f the U.S. P ublic Health S erv ice , and D r. Arno M. B om m er, o f 
R evere , M ass., v ice -p res id en t o f the M assachusetts Dental Society. Am ong alternate delegates 
w ill be D r. L . H erbert L oeb , o f Boston. D r. O ren A. O liver , o f N ashville, Tenn., chairm an o f 
the A .D .A . Council on International Relations, is F .D .I. president.

NO REASON SEEN NOW FOR EXTENSION OF DENTIST-PHYSICIAN DRAFT LAW
B arring a change in the international situation, the D efense Departm ent w ill not ask C on 

g re ss  to extend the dentist-physician  draft law beyond its expiration date o f  June 30, 1955, M aj. 
Gen. G eorge E. A rm strong, A rm y surgeon general, has told C on gress. The A .D .A . Council on 
F ed era l Dental S erv ices  has said that unless the m ilita ry  p icture a lters con siderab ly , there 
w ill be little reason  fo r  extension o f the law in 1955. By that tim e, it is expected that new 
graduates should assure an adequate supply o f  p ro fess ion a l health m anpower.

A.D.A. EXPECTED TO TESTIFY IN JUNE ON CARE OF MILITARY DEPENDENTS
R epresentatives o f the A ssocia tion  are expected  to testify  early  in June b e fore  the Senate 

A rm ed  S erv ices  Com m ittee on a new D efense Departm ent b ill fo r  dental and m ed ica l care  of 
m ilita ry  dependents. The b ill genera lly  lim its dental care  to em ergency  treatm ent. The 
m easure has not yet been presented in the House. H earings on appropriations fo r  dental a c 
tivities o f the U.S. P ublic Health S erv ice  are now underway before  the House A ppropriations 
Com m ittee and A .D .A . spokesm en are scheduled fo r  testim ony later in the month. A  request 
by the A .D .A . C ouncil on Legislation  fo r  a new hearing on an A rm y Dental b ill, which seeks a 
reorganization  o f the A rm y Dental C orp s, has been turned down by the House A rm ed  S ervices  
Com m ittee because o f A rm y opposition  to the m easure.

DR. PAFFENBARGER ELECTED TO WASHINGTON ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
D r. G eorge C. P affenbarger, o f Washington, D .C ., ch ief o f the A .D .A . resea rch  staff at the 

National Bureau o f Standards, has been elected  to m em bership  in the Washington A cadem y of 
S cien ces. D r. Paffenbarger is  one o f  six dental scien tists  in the academ y which is  made up of 
outstanding individuals in the b io log ica l and physica l s cien ces . In a letter to D r. P affenbarger, 
the academ y said he was being cited  " in recognition  o f...con tribu tion s to physica l and chem ical 
p rop erties  o f dental m a ter ia ls ."
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ONLY 2,417 APPLICATIONS NEEDED FOR A.D.A. HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
PROGRAM TO QUALIFY ALL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES

Only 2,417 m ore  applications are needed to reach  the quota o f  50 p er cent enrollm ent o f 
the entire m em bership  in the A .D .A . Health and A ccident Insurance p rogram , it was announced 
today by Dr. Paul W. Z illm an, o f Buffalo, N .Y ., A .D .A . insurance trustee. The m arked in 
crea se  in applications being rece ived  from  dentists throughout the nation during the past few  
days gave strong indications that the quota would be reached. A s soon as the additional 2,400 
applications are rece ived , all A .D .A . m em bers including those with unfavorable m ed ica l h is 
to r ie s , that is , those who are im paired  r isk s , w ill be eligib le  to purchase insurance p rotection  
up to $ 200 a month provided they file  application during the current enrollm ent p eriod  ending 
May 31. Other A .D .A . m em bers are e lig ib le  fo r  protection  o f  $ 400 a month. During the past 
two w eeks, two additional state soc ie tie s --K en tu ck y  and M ary lan d --pa ssed  the 50 per cent 
m ark to bring to a total o f  14 state so c ie tie s  which have qualified fo r  the insurance p rogram  in 
the current enrollm ent period . Those a lready qualified include: A labam a, A rizon a , F lorida , 
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, New M exico , N orth Dakota, Rhode Island, South C arolina, V irgin ia , 
and W yoming. A  num ber o f other states are within a few  applications o f the quota needed to 
cov e r  the im paired  risk s. These states and the num ber o f applications needed as o f  May 10 
are as fo llow s: Verm ont, 6; D elaw are, 8; South Dakota, 11; Puerto R ico , 14; New H am pshire, 
17; M iss iss ip p i, 20; M aine, 24; K ansas, 27; North Carolina, 32; W est V irg in ia , 35; Louisiana, 
42; Connecticut, 46, and D istrict o f Colum bia, 60.

RESEARCH COUNCIL TO ISSUE ANNUAL PUBLICATION ON DENTAL MATERIALS
A new annual publication listing specifica tion s and certifica tion s  o f  dental m ateria ls  w ill 

be issued  fo r  the f irs t  tim e later this year by the A .D .A . Council on Dental R esearch , it was 
announced at the recent council m eeting. The new annual, f irs t  o f its kind ever published, w ill 
report on the w ork o f the National Bureau o f Standards o f  the A .D .A . fellow sh ip . P e r iod ic  
reports on m ateria ls  w ill also continue to appear in The Journal o f  the A m erican  Dental A s s o 
ciation, accord in g  to Dr. M aynard K. Hine, o f  Indianapolis, council chairm an.

NEW FILM  ON HAZARDS 
IN DENTAL X -R A Y  USE

The council a lso preview ed  a new m otion p ic 
ture, " Hazards o f Dental R adiography," which 
has been produced by the Bureau o f Standards 

in collaboration  with the A .D .A . fellow ship  staff. The film , made follow ing an investigation 
into in juries su ffered  by dentists in X -r a y  use through inadequate protective  precautions, w ill 
be available from  the A .D .A . film  lib ra ry  about July 15.

COUNCIL ON DENTAL HEALTH TO HOLD INDUSTRIAL DENTISTRY CONFERENCE
A  con feren ce  on industrial dentistry w ill highlight a tw o-day sess ion  o f  the A .D .A  Council 

on Dental Health to be held Monday and Tuesday (May 17-18) in the C entral O ffice . Speakers 
w ill include D r. Ira Dow B eebe, o f  B ridgeport, Conn., chairm an o f the cou n c il ' s com m ittee on 
industrial dental p rogram s; Dr. C harles P . C row e, o f East O range, N .J ., m em ber o f the c o m 
m ittee; Dr. H arry  H. Dougherty, o f W yom issing, P a ., dental d irector  o f  the C ooperative S e r 
v ice  o f W yom issing Industries, and Dr. F ran cis  J. W alters, o f  Washington, D .C ., sen ior dental 
surgeon o f  the U.S. P ublic Health S erv ice . P resid in g  w ill be D r. David W. B rock , o f St. L ou is, 
chairm an o f the council.

1954 QUARTERLY INDEX TO DENTAL LITERATURE NOW AVAILABLE
The firs t  quarterly  issue o f the 1954 Index to Dental L iterature is  now available, D r. 

Donald Washburn, o f Chicago, d irector  o f  the A .D .A . Bureau o f L ib ra ry  and Indexing S erv ice , 
announced last week. The cum ulative Index contains 1,279 entries coverin g  all the orig ina l 
a r tic le s , ed itoria ls , reprin ts, abstracts and obituaries published in the English languate in 
dental journals since D ec. 31, 1953. Now in its 34th year of publication, the Index has lis ted  
all known dental a rtic les  published in E nglish  since 1839 when the f irs t  dental journal was 
founded. C ost o f  a single subscription  fo r  one year is  $ 30; additional subscrip tions to the 
sam e su bscriber are $ 15. Requests fo r  inform ation should be sent to the Bureau o f L ib ra ry  
and Indexing S erv ice , A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.
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DENTAL SOCIETIES COOPERATE IN HELP KOREA TRAIN CAMPAIGN
L oca l and d istr ict dental socie ties  in many parts o f the nation this week w ere making 

arrangem ents to contribute dental supplies and equipment fo r  their co lleagu es in w ar-shattered  
K orea as part o f  the HELP KOREA TRAIN cam paign. The drive is sponsored  by the A m e r - 
ican -K orean  Foundation, recently  established "to help the K orean people to help th em selves."  
Som e 600 freight ca rs  have been provided  to transport contributions from  all sections o f the 
country to San F ra n cisco  for transshipm ent to K orea. In m ost m a jor c it ie s , specia l train 
chairm en have been appointed and, in all a reas, co lle ction  centers have been designated for  
contributions pending the freight car loadings in that area. The drive to provide urgently- 
needed supplies and equipment fo r  dentists in K orea is  headed by D r. L es lie  M. F itzG erald , o f 
Dubuque, Ia ., A .D .A . president. Dr. F itzG era ld  pointed out that there is also a p ressin g  need 
fo r  item s fo r  the dental school at Seoul National U niversity, the only sou rce  o f supply for  den
tists in the R epublic o f K orea which now has le s s  than 800 qualified dentists. "H alf o f the 400 
students in the dental school are jun ior and sen ior students in their c lin ic  y e a rs ,"  Dr. 
F itzG erald  said. "T hey  do not have enough hand instrum ents and ord in ary  d ay -to -da y  supplies 
to allow  them to do much p ractica l c lin ica l w ork p r io r  to their graduation. They need e v e ry 
thing and just about anything that could  be contributed would be w elcom e and an im portant 
contribution to m eeting the dental needs o f a stricken  country ."

VIRGINIA DENTISTS COOPERATE IN PROGRAM TO SERVE RURAL AREAS, SMALL TOWNS
In a m ove to m eet the need fo r  dentists in rural areas and sm all towns in V irgin ia , the 

V irgin ia State Dental A ssocia tion  has approved a unique placem ent program  in the state. The 
p rogram  is  spearheaded by the V irgin ia Council on Health and M edica l C are, which has sought 
the establishm ent o f  a program  covering  dentists s im ila r to one in operation  to place young 
physicians w here they are m ost needed. D r. W illiam  N. Hodgkin, o f  W ar r enton, Va., fo rm er 
m em ber o f the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education, has been appointed chairm an o f an advisory  
com m ittee o f  the state society  to w ork with the council. Edgar J. F ish er J r ., council d irector , 
said one o f  the f irs t  steps would be to acquaint students at the School o f D entistry, M edical 
C ollege o f  V irgin ia , with the serv ice . Dr. H arry  J. Lyons, dean o f the sch ool and speaker of 
the A .D .A . House o f D elegates, urged cooperation  in the program  as o f  value to young dentists 
and to d en tist-sh ort com m unities. "G ood  dental health is an essentia l part o f  the o v e r -a ll  
health p rogram  which the council, as a p rivate ly  supported voluntary organization , is p rom ot
in g ," M r. F ish er  said. It was pointed out that in com m unities where the council had stim ulated 
the construction  o f  sm all c lin ic buildings to attract physicians, fa c ilitie s  could  be added fo r  
dentists.

A.D.A. JOINS UNESCO PLAN TO MEET DEMANDS FOR USE OF MATERIAL ABROAD
A rrangem ents have been made fo r  the A .D .A . to participate in a p rogram  to facilitate the 

purchase o f  U.S. educational and scien tific  m ateria ls  by persons in other parts o f the w orld. 
The p rogram  is  the UNESCO coupon plan under which individuals abroad wishing to obtain 
film s , publications o r  other m ateria l from  the A .D .A . m ay now obtain UNESCO coupons which 
can be redeem ed  in dollars in the United States. Som e 24 countries are included in the 
program .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
A  new edition o f the booklet, "Dental Aptitude Testing P ro g ra m ,"  has been issued  by the 

A .D .A . Council on Dental Education. The publication contains in form ation for  prospective  den
tal students seeking to enter dental sch ool in the fa ll o f  195 5 ....The 12th annual post-graduate 
dental sem inar sponsored jointly  by the T en nessee State Dental A ssocia tion  and the T ennessee 
Departm ent o f P ublic Health is  scheduled for  June 14 through July 9 in eight c ities  o f the 
state… .The 1955 appointment book  issued  by the A .D .A . is now available from  the O rder 
Departm ent and can be obtained fo r  $ 2… .The F lorid a  Citrus C om m ission  o f Lakeland, F la ., 
has made a grant to the School o f D entistry, U niversity  o f Alabam a, fo r  a four-m onths study o f 
the e ffect o f  orange ju ice , grapefruit ju ice  and se lected  carbonated beverages on dental enam el 
… .With the appointment of Dr. Eugene Dionne, past president of the M assachusetts Dental 
Society, to the state board  of dental exam iners, the three-m an  board  now includes three 
m a jor  o ff ic e r s  of the society . The other two are  Dr. G eorge J. Fink, p res id en t-e le ct , and 
Dr. A rno M. B om m er, v ice -p res id en t.
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