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N e w s  L e tte r
Vol. 7, No. 1 - Jan. 4, 1954

NEW ENROLLMENT PERIOD FOR A.D.A. GROUP PLAN FOR ACCIDENT 
AND HEALTH INSURANCE WILL OPEN THROUGHOUT NATION ON FEB.1

A  new enrollm ent campaign fo r  the A .D .A . ' s Group P lan  fo r  Acciden t and Health Insurance 
w ill open throughout the nation on Feb. 1, it is  announced by Dr. Pau l W. Z illm ann, o f Buffa lo, 
A .D .A . insurance trustee. The insurance w ill be provided through the National Casualty Co. o f 
D etro it. P ro tec tion  o f fr o m $ 100 to $ 4 00 a month in the event o f d isab ility  w ill be availab le 
to A .D .A . m em bers with the exception o f those in C a lifo rn ia , Nevada, N ew  Jersey , N ew  Y ork  
and Utah where the company a lready prov ides  group health and accident insurance coverage  fo r  
m em bers o f the constituent dental soc ie ties . A .D .A . m em bers w ill be e lig ib le  fo r  coverage  up 
to $ 200 a month regard less  o f previous m ed ica l h is troy  provided a goa l o f 50 per cent o f the 
A .D .A . m em bership f ile s  application. Only about 10,000 m ore applications are requ ired  to 
m eet the quota necessa ry  to provide p o lic ies  fo r  the so -ca lled  im pa ired  r isks , Dr. Z illm ann 
said. A t the request o f the A .D .A . Board o f T ru stees , the age lim it fo r  applying fo r  insurance 
has been in creased  from  65 years  to 70 years . W hile applications cannot be accepted fro m  men 
ove r  70 yea rs  o f age, the insurance w ill be e ffec tive  beyond age 70 fo r  A .D .A . m em bers who 
rem ain  in active p ractice . A l l  A .D .A . m em bers whose applications w ere  returned during the 
previous enrollm ent period  are being urged by Dr. Z illm ann to reapply. D r. Z illm ann said 
these applications would be held by him  and not turned into the insurance company until the r e ­
quired number o f applications is rece iv ed  to assure these individuals that they would be 
covered  by d isab ility  insurance. Because o f the A .D .A .'s  group buying pow er, the p o lic ies  w ill 
be availab le at ra tes considerab ly  low er than com parable insurance could be purchased in ­
d ividually.

ANNOUNCE NEW INTERPRETATION OF RULES FOR DENTISTS ON HOSPITAL STAFFS

Follow in g  con ferences with the A .D .A . Special Com m ittee on P rob lem s  in the F ie ld  o f O ra l 
Su rgery  and the Council on Hospital Dental S e rv ic e , the Joint C om m ission  on A ccred ita tion  of 
Hospitals has agreed  that hospital bylaws concerning the dental sta ff be in terp reted  to g ive  
dentists the p r iv ile g e  to admit and d ischarge patients and that the hospital sta ff be known as a 
"m ed ica l and dental s ta ff." This action was described  by A .D .A . o ffic ia ls  as a m a jo r step in 
c la r ify in g  the status of dentists on hospital staffs throughout the nation.

DR. JOHN KNUTSON SERIOUSLY INJURED IN AUTO ACCIDENT

D r. John W . Knutson, assistant surgeon genera l and chief o f dental s e rv ices  fo r  the U.S. 
Public Health S erv ice , and his son, Paul, 9, w ere seriou sly  in jured in a Christm as Eve autom o- 
b ile  accident near Ashton, Md. A t the tim e of the accident, D r. Knutson and his four ch ildren  
w ere returning to their home in Bethesda, M d ., from  a hospital in B a ltim ore  where they had 
been v is itin g  M rs. Knutson, who a few  days e a r lie r  had undergone m a jor su rgery . D r. Knutson 
su ffered  a fractu red  pelvis  and his son, a ruptured kidney in the crash. The three other Knutson 
ch ildren  su ffered  m ultiple cuts and b ru ises . A l l  w ere taken to M ontgom ery County G eneral 
Hospital near Ashton where the son is s t ill a patient. On Wednesday fo llow ing C hristm as, D r. 
Knutson was tran s ferred  to the National N ava l M ed ica l Center at Bethesda where his condition 
is reported  as favorab le . Attending physicians also reported  as favorab le  the condition of his 
son. Two occupants in the other car, which crashed head-on into the Knutson car on a cu rve , 
w ere  also se riou s ly  injured.
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HEALTH MATTERS, OASI, ARE AMONG MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 
SCHEDULED FOR CONSIDERATION DURING NEW SESSION OF CONGRESS

A  number o f le g is la tiv e  proposals dealing with fed era l health p rogram s and other item s o f 
d irec t concern to m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion , such as action on P res id en t E isen how er's 
r e c ommendation that Old Age and Su rvivors Insurance be extended to se lf-em p loyed  dentists, 
a re  slated fo r  consideration  in the new session  of Congress opening this week. M ajor item s 
rela ting  to dentistry  which are expected to be on the le g is la t iv e  calendar fo llow :

OASI. P res id en t E isenhow er's  recom m endation that OASI be extended to a ll s e lf-  
em ployed w ill be opposed by the A .D.A. as w e ll as the A m erican  M edica l Association  
and the A m erican  Bar Association . The best guess of Washington ob servers  as to the 
outcome is that Congress w ill probably extend OASI to groups that want it and w ill 
probably om it groups opposed. It is expected that the present lim it  o f $ 75 per month 
on outside earnings w ill probably be ra ised  and some changes made in the form ula 
fo r  determ ining benefits .

R eed-K eogh  b ills . The proposa l to p erm it s e l f -em ployed persons to establish 
th eir own pension funds by setting aside p r io r  to fed era l taxation a portion  of their 
annual earnings w ill probably rec e iv e  som e attention in the House W ays and Means 
Com m ittee. The A .D .A . is on reco rd  in support of the p rin cip le  expressed  in these 
b i l ls.

Dentist dra ft law. With the present draft b il l  extending to 1955, no action is 
expected on this m easure.

U n iversa l M ilita ry  Tra in ing. It is anticipated that the National Security Tra in ing 
C om m ission  m ay present another recom m endation fo r  U M T to C ongress. On p r e ­
vious b i l ls, the A .D .A . recom m ended that dental care fo r  tra inees be lim ited  to 
em ergen cy care and that no veteran  benefits fo r  dental care accrue fro m  this type of 
tra in ing.

Veterans Adm in istration  dental p rogram . It is expected that the V .A. dental p ro ­
gram  w ill re ce iv e  attention from  congressiona l com m ittees . The A .D .A . is  on reco rd  
urging C ongress to provide earm arked  funds fo r  the dental p rogram  in su fficien t 
amount to m eet anticipated costs. The A .D .A . a lso w ill probably urge that no action 
be taken by Congress until the recen tly  rev is ed  p rogram  has been in operation long 
enough to p erm it a reasonable evaluation.

M ilita ry  scholarships fo r  dental students. Congress is a lm ost certa in  to consider 
a proposal that fed era l scholarships be granted to m ed ica l and dental students who 
agree  to serve  in arm ed fo rces  fo r  a p eriod  equal to the years  covered  by each schol­
arship. The A .D .A . is on reco rd  favoring  the prin c ip le  of fed era l a id  to dental students. 
O ffic ia l comment, how ever, w ill depend upon the final text o f the proposal.

C are fo r  m ilita ry  dependents. Some congressional action is  expected on this sub­
jec t. P res id en t E isenhower recen tly  said he was in favor o f health ca re  fo r  depen­
dents o f m ilita ry  personnel. The new b ill is  expected to fo llow  recom m endations o f 
the Moulton Com m ission  that the A rm y  and A ir  F o rce  conform  to the course fo llow ed  
by the N avy  which provides care  fo r  dependents o f Navy personnel on ly in iso lated  
areas, fo re ign  stations and in cases o f em ergency. The A .D .A . is on reco rd  against 
dependent m ilita ry  care as now provided  by the A rm y  and A ir  F o rce  and agrees  with 
the N avy program .

Dental research  funds. The A .D .A . w ill ask Congress to p rov ide  an additional 
$500,000 fo r  the National Institute o f Dental R esearch  in f is ca l 1955 and w ill  a lso  seek 
funds fo r  construction of the N I DR building authorized by Congress in 1948. It is e x ­
pected  that the Bureau of the Budget w ill recom m end a new annual appropriation  of 
$1,740,000 fo r  dental program s of the Public Health S erv ice , an amount identical to 
that appropriated  last year.
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L oca l public health units b ill. This b ill, which proposed a system  o f fed e ra l 
gran ts - in -a id  to establish new and strengthen existing loca l public health units, has 
been pending in C ongress fo r  severa l years . It probably w ill be brought up fo r  con ­
s ideration  but fina l action is expected to be delayed until an o v e ra ll report on the 
fed e ra l gran ts - in -a id  system  is rece ived  from  the Manion Com m ission . The A .D .A. 
is on reco rd  favoring  enactment o f this b ill with slight changes.

School health se rv ic es  b ill. Th is is another b ill which has been pending fo r  
seve ra l years. It proposes that the fed era l governm ent match grants to states to p ro ­
vide fo r  exam ination and some rehabilitation  se rv ices  to school children. The A .D .A . 
is on reco rd  favoring  the gen era l p rin cip le  o f the proposed m easure.

National health b ill. C ongress w ill undoubtedly g ive some attention to a number 
o f other b ills  re la ting  to the o v e ra ll health program s o f the fed era l governm ent. 
Com pu lsory health insurance is not expected to be a m ajor issue during the 1954 
session.

Increased  incom e tax deduction fo r  dental expenses. The House Ways and Means 
C om m ittee is  expected to propose that the present tax laws be changed to p erm it in ­
dividuals to deduct dental and m ed ica l expenses in excess o f three per cent o f annual 
gross  income. A t present, on ly those expenses above f iv e  per cent o f gross  incom e 
m ay be deducted in computing fed era l incom e taxes.

RELIEF FUND CONTRIBUTIONS REACH $70,595.02

Contributions to the A .D .A . R e lie f Fund reached $ 70,595.02 on Dec. 15, o r  w e ll o v e r  the 
two - th irds point toward the $ 100,000 goal fo r  the 1953-54 campaign. Sm aller soc ie ties  in ­
creased  their percentage lead o ve r  the la rg e r  soc ie ties  during the f ir s t  half o f D ecem ber. By 
m id-m onth, the sm a ller soc ie ties , those with quotas o f $ 900 o r  less , had contributed 76.2 per 
cent o f their total quota, while the la rge  soc ie ties , w ith quotas ove r  $ 900 each, had contributed 
69 per cent o f th eir total quota. A  rem inder to those who have not yet contributed w ill  be 
m ailed  la te r  this month. W hile expressing confidence that the current cam paign w ill exceed  the 
$ 100,000 goal, Dr. Leo  W. K re m er, chairm an o f the Council on R e lie f, again asked the a s s is t­
ance o f dental soc ie ty  o ff ic e rs  and ed itors in urging a ll m em bers to support the curren t fund 
d rive . Contributions by individual dental soc ie ties  are lis ted  on the enclo s ed m im eographed 
sheet.

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH DAY WILL BE OBSERVED 
IN SPECIAL PROGRAMS IN HUNDREDS OF COMMUNITIES ON FEB. 1

The sixth annual observance o f National C h ild ren 's Dental Health Day, scheduled fo r  M on­
day, Feb. 1, under A .D .A . sponsorship w ill be the m ost w idespread in the h is to ry  o f the event, 
accord ing to reports  rece iv ed  from  constituent and component dental soc ie ties  throughout the 
nation. A pprox im ate ly  200,000 posters and n ea rly  3,000 portfo lio s  o f publicity and prom otional 
m a teria ls  have been distributed by the A .D .A . to state and loca l com m ittees in charge. A d d i­
tional posters  and portfo lios  are availab le and m ay be obtained without charge upon request to 
the A .D .A . Bureau o f Pub lic  In form ation , 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, I l l . Add itionally , the 
Bureau last week distributed copies o f a te lev is ion  scrip t prepared  fo r  loca l use together with 
m a tr ices  o f the o ff ic ia l poster. Additional cop ies o f the T V  scrip t and the mats are  also 
ava ilab le without charge upon request.

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP EXCEEDS 80,000
F o r  the f ir s t  tim e in h istory , the total m em bersh ip  o f the A .D .A . passed the 80,000 m ark  

in m id-D ecem ber. F ina l figu res  w ill not be availab le until m em bership  records  fo r  1953 are 
com pleted  la te r  this week. P resen t m em bership , how ever, includes approxim ately  70,000 p ra c ­
tic ing  dentists and about 9,500 dental students.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DENTAL MEDICINE WILL MEET IN MAY
The 8th annual m eeting o f the A m erican  Academ y o f Dental M edicine w ill be at the Penn 

Sheraton H otel in Philadelph ia, M ay 14-16. P ro g ra m s  and reserva tion s  are ava ilab le  fro m  Dr. 
W illia m  M. G reenhut, secre ta ry , 124 E. 84th St., New  York  28, N .Y .
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A.D.A. MEMBERS URGED TO PARTICIPATE IN SECURING SIGNATURES 
FOR "FREEDOM SCROLL" BEING SPONSORED BY CRUSADE FOR FREEDOM

D r. L e s lie  M. F itzG era ld , A .D .A . president, urges that a ll m em bers  support the Crusade 
fo r  F reedom  campaign on behalf o f Radio F re e  Europe which w ill be conducted throughout the 
nation during January and February  by the A m erican  H eritage Foundation. In the campaign, 
e ffo rts  w ill be made to enlist the support o f 25 m illion  A m erican s " in a bold and p ractica l 
e ffo r t  to ca rry  the truth behind the Iron  Curtain and to g ive  new hope to enslaved peop le ." 
A s  part o f the campaign, the Crusade fo r  F reedom  is asking leading citizens throughout the 
nation to c ircu la te  a "F reed om  S c ro ll"  to obtain the signatures o f m illions o f A m erican s  who 
are  supporting the ob jectives o f the Crusade. A  blank "F reed o m  S cro ll"  is  enclosed with this 
issue o f the A .D .A . News L e tte r . Dental soc iety  o ffic ia ls  and others who rece iv e  the News 
L e tte r  are requested to ask their colleagues, their patients and other in terested  persons to 
sign the " F reedom  S c ro ll"  and return it to the headquarters o f the A m erican  H eritage  Founda­
tion 345 E. 46th S treet, New  Y ork  17, N .Y . The signed sc ro lls  w ill be presented  to P res id en t 
E isenhow er in specia l White House cerem on ies during F reedom  W eek, Feb. 12 to 22. A d d i­
tional cop ies m ay be obtained upon request to the A m erican  H eritage  Foundation.

DENVER MIDWINTER MEETING TO BE HELD NEXT WEEK

The 47th annual M idw inter M eeting of the D enver Dental A ssoc ia tion  w ill  be held Jan. 10 
through 13 at the S h irley - Savoy H otel. M ore  than 700 dentists from  Colorado, Nebraska, New  
M ex ico , Kansas, Utah Wyom ing, and other nearby states are expected to partic ipate in the 
m eeting which w ill  featu re s evera l leading essayists , genera l c lin ics , table c lin ic s , and a 
spec ia l program  o f sc ien tific  motion p ictures.

COLORADO SPRINGS MEDICAL SOCIETY ATTESTS TO SAFETY OF FLUORIDATION

Additional evidence o f the safety o f the fluoridation  o f community w ater supplies was 
p rov ided  last month by the E 1 Paso  County (Colorado Springs, Colo.) M ed ica l Society. In a 
reso lu tion  noting that the w ater supply o f Colorado Springs has fo r  75 years  contained m ore 
than two and one-half tim es the recom m ended amount o f fluoride ions fo r  the prevention  o f 
dental ca r ies , the soc ie ty  went on reco rd  stating that its m em bers have not observed  any 
c lin ica l symptoms among their patients which could be attributed to the use o f fluoridated  
w ater. The resolu tion  was adopted without opposition on Dec. 9. D r. F red e r ick  S. M cKay, 
a resident o f Colorado Springs and a pioneer resea rch er  in w ater fluoridation, hailed the 
reso lu tion  as o f "g rea t s ign ificance." The resolu tion  fo llow s:

W HEREAS, there is substantial evidence that the w ater supply o f Colorado 
Springs has contained a surplus amount (2.6 parts per m illion ) o f fluoride fo r  a 
period  o f about 75 y ea rs;

BE IT  RESOLVED that during the long practice  o f m edicine in C olorado Springs, 
it is the considered  opinion o f the m em bers o f E 1 P aso  County M ed ica l Society that 
we have not experienced  any c lin ica l symptoms which can be attributed to the use 
o f such w ater. It is  known, how ever, that a condition known as "m ottled  enam el" 
can be produced by the use o f w ater containing an excess o f fluoride.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

The Public  Health S erv ice  recen tly  announced the approval o f grants to ta lling $20,342 fo r  
fiv e  dental resea rch  pro jects  out o f 11 applications fo r  a to ta l of $74,390. The grants fo r  
dental p ro jects  represen ted  about 1.2 per cent o f the total research  grants o f $6,428,435 
announced in D ecem ber by Surgeon G enera l Leonard A . S ch ee le ....A  new catalogue o f dental 
health educational m ateria ls  availab le through the D iv is ion  o f Dental Health Education o f the 
A .D .A . Council on Dental Health w ill be m ailed  to a ll m em bers in m id-J anuary. . . .D r H. W. 
H ein z has assumed the position o f d irec to r o f the D iv is ion  o f Dental Health o f the Nebraska 
Departm ent o f H ealth .. ..Dr. C. L . H ow ell, newly appointed Indiana state dental d irec to r, is  
taking a y e a r 's  leave fo r  s e rv ice  with the U.S. Pub lic  Health S erv ice  in C leveland. D r. Roy 
D. Sm iley  w ill  se rve  as the acting d irec to r.
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