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94th ANNUAL SESSION - CLEVELAND, OHIO - Sept. 28 to Oct. 1

News Letter
V ol. 6, No. 17 -  August 15, 1953

A.D.A. COUNCILS URGE ADOPTION OF " CONSERVATIVE ATTITUDE" TOWARD 
CLAIMS FOR ANTI-ENZYME DENTIFRICE TO BE OFFERED PUBLIC NEXT WEEK

The C ouncil on Dental Therapeutics and the C ouncil on Dental R esearch  of the A .D .A ., in 
a joint statement (see below ), urge that both the dental p ro fess ion  and the public adopt a con
servative attitude toward actual or im plied  anti-decay  cla im s fo r  a new toothpaste (L isterine 
Antizym e o f Lam bert Pharm acal Company) rep orted ly  scheduled to be o ffered  to the public 
beginning Aug. 20. A ccord in g  to inform ation subm itted to the A .D .A ., advertisem ents fo r  the 
new dentifrice w ill cla im  that it p rovides immunity to de c ay- p roduc ing acids. The two councils  
reported  that they had been unable to find any evidence that the product had been d irectly  dem 
onstrated to reduce the incidence of dental decay in humans, adding: " It is the opinion o f the 
councils, th ere fore , that on the basis of the evidence presently  available, actual or im plied 
cla im s of an ti-decay  qualities for the new L isterin e  dentifrice are prem ature." The joint 
statement said that it is "con tra ry  to the public in terest to suggest that the use o f any denti
fr ic e  m ay be substituted for  w e ll-re cog n ized  dental health p roced u res" such as the avoidance 
of excessiv e  consum ption of sugar- c ontaining preparations and the brushing of the teeth im 
m ediately follow ing the ingestion of sugar products.
OTHER FIRMS READY PLANS 
FOR SIMILAR DENTIFRICES

Other drug firm s are expected to be on the 
m arket shortly with s im ila r anti- e nzym e den
t ifr ic e s . A ccord in g  to the Aug. 13 issue of the 

Wall Street Journal. C o lga te -P a lm olive- Peet C orporation  w ill a lso  soon start m arketing an 
anti-enzym e dentifrice . Other firm s which are considering plans for  an anti-enzym e dentifrice , 
according to the W all Street Journal, include the B lock  Drug Company (Am m ident), B r is to l-  
M yers (Ipana) and A m erican  Home P roducts (K olynos). The expected parade o f new anti- 
enzyme dentifrices is based on resea rch  w ork done at N orthwestern U niversity under the 
direction  o f D r. Leonard S. F osd ick , b iochem ist o f the faculty of the School of D entistry. The 
project is being jointly  financed by the Lam bert and Colgate firm s . The firs t  report on the 
F osd ick -d irected  p ro ject was published this week in the August issue of the Journal o f Dental 
R esearch . In this a rtic le , D r. F osd ick  cla im ed  the d iscov ery  that three anti- e nzym es can be 
absorbed in the dental plaque and thus prevent the form ation of decay- c ausing acid s. To date, 
Dr. F osd ick  has reported  evidence consisting only o f laboratory findings. L a rg e - s cale  c lin ica l 
tests are now underway but it w ill be at least another year before the resu lts  w ill be known, 
In com m enting to the p ress  on the N orthwestern U niversity publicity re lea ses  hailing anti- 
enzym es as being on the verge of elim inating all tooth decay, an A .D.A . spokesm an declared: 

The ultim ate value of any agent for  the prevention of tooth decay must be deter
m ined by d irect observation  of the actual reduction of tooth decay in humans 
under carefu lly  controlled  and scien tifica lly  acceptable conditions.
While the idea contained in the report that anti-enzym e substances can be added 
to a dentifrice  to prevent the form ation  o f decay- c ausing acids in the mouth is 
not new, it continues to be an interesting suggestion. The value o f anti-enzym es 
in preventing tooth decay among humans still rem ains to be dem onstrated. A ll 
available data are based on laboratory  findings.
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A trem endous publicity and advertising cam 
paign has been planned to sell anti-enzym e 
dentifrices to the public. Advertising alone is 

expected  to run into m illions of d o lla rs . Included w ill be d irect m ail to dentists and newspaper, 
m agazine, radio and te levision  advertisem ents. Several national m agazines, including the 
Saturday Evening P ost and the A m erican  W eekly, have scheduled artic les  featuring anti-en 
zym es as decay inhibitors. The P ost a rtic le  is scheduled for  the issue o f Aug. 22 and the 
A m erican  W eekly a rtic le  for Aug. 23. In all, the publicity and prom otional cam paign for den
t ifr ic e s  containing anti-enzym es is expected  to equal or exceed  that launched for  ch lorophyll 
den tifrices  last year.

FU LL TEXT OF STATEMENT 
OF THE A .D .A . COUNCILS

The full text of the joint statement of the Coun- 
c ils  on Dental Therapeutics and Dental R esearch  
follow s:

The A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  has been in form ed that L isterin e  ANTIZYM E 
toothpaste is  to be presented to the public, beginning August 20, with a w ide
spread advertising and publicity cam paign. Some inform ation indicates that the 
advertising m ay suggest to the casual reader that the produce s effectiveness in 
preventing dental decay is such that standard dental health p roced u res  can be 
d isregarded  by the individual using the dentifrice . T echn ica l statements may 
lead the reader to infer that adequate tests have dem onstrated the validity of 
this a ssumption.

In ord er to provide the dental p ro fess ion  and the public with proper inform ation 
in this m atter, the Council on Dental R esearch  and the Council on Dental Thera-  
peutics o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  have attempted to ascerta in  the basis 
for the cla im ed effectiveness of this new dentifrice .

It is  the opinion of the cou n cils  that all preparations designed to reduce the 
incidence o f dental decay in humans should be evaluated by d irect c lin ica l 
m easurem ents. A n ti-decay c la im s are not justified  for products until their 
effect in actually reducing human dental ca r ies  has been d irectly  dem onstrated 
by acceptable controlled  studies of human population groups. The councils 
have not been able to obtain any evidence that clin ica l data are available to 
substantiate such cla im s for the new L isterine dentifrice . The only available 
report is based upon laboratory  findings.

It is  the opinion of the cou n cils , th ere fore , that on the basis  o f the evidence 
presently  available, actual or im plied cla im s of anti-decay qualities for the new 
L isterin e  dentifrice  are prem ature.

It is  the further opinion of the councils that it is contrary to the public interest 
to suggest that the use of any dentifrice  m ay be substituted for w e ll-recogn ized  
dental health p rocedu res.

The councils continue to advise all individuals to avoid e x cess iv e  consum ption 
of sugar- c ontaining preparations which have been dem onstrated to be related to 
the developm ent o f carious le s io n s.

The councils believe a lso  that presently  available evidence indicates that con
scientious toothbrushing im m ediately follow ing the ingestion of sugar products 
should continue to be recom m ended as an individual procedure to reduce dental 
ca r ie s .

In sum m ary, the councils suggest that both the dental p ro fess ion  and the public 
adopt a conservative attitude toward any new product for which therapeutic 
cla im s have not been con clu sive ly  dem onstrated by acceptable controlled  
c lin ica l studies.
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DR. OLIVER IS RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT OF F.D.I.

D r. O ren A . O liver, o f N ashville, Tenn., a fo rm er  president o f the A .D .A ., was re -e le c te d  
president of the F ederation  Dentaire Internationale at its 41st annual m eeting in O slo, N orway, 
July 27 through Aug. 1. D r. LeR oy M. Ennis of Philadelphia and D r. Philip  Adam s of Boston, 
also form er A .D .A . presidents, w ere named v ice -p res id en ts  of the F .D .I. D r. H arold H illen
brand, o f Chicago, A .D .A . secretary , was e lected  as an honorary v ice -p res id en t. Other o ffi
ce rs  for 1953-54 include: D r. G. H. Leatherm an, o f London, se cre ta ry -g en era l; D r. Jack 
Stork, o f Aerdenhaut, Netherlands, treasu rer , and D r. W. Stewart R oss , o f London, chairm an 
of the board. A  total o f 141 delegates, representing m ore than a s co re  of national dental 
association s, participated in the m eeting. Several U. S. dentists w ere named m em bers of 
com m ission s scheduled to present specia l rep orts  to the W orld Health O rganization. They in
cluded: scien tific  com m ission  - -  D r. F . A . A rnold , J r ., of Washington, D. C ., D r. M . K. Hine, 
o f Indianapolis, Ind., and D r. L ester Burkett, of Philadelphia; public dental s e rv ice  com m is 
sion - -  D r. John Knutson, o f Washington, D. C ., and D r. R. W. M cNulty, o f L os  A n geles ; dental 
education com m ission , D r. Shailer P eterson , o f C hicago, and D r. W. N. Hodgkin, o f W arrenton, 
Va.; and arm ed fo r c e s  com m ission  - -  B rig . Gen. M arvin Kennebeck of the U. S. A ir  F o rce  and 
Rear A dm iral Daniel Ryan of the U . S .  Navy. D r. Ennis was appointed as a m em ber of a sub
com m ittee to advise the treasu rer on investm ent of F .D .I . funds.

GROUP AFFIRM S SAFETY 
OF WATER FLUORIDATION

By unanimous action. F .D .I . delegates approved 
a resolu tion  a ffirm ing the safety o f the fluorida
tion of com m unity water supplies. The reso lu 

tion stated: "A t the annual m eeting o f the F ederation  Dentaire Internationale in B ru sse ls , June, 
1951, the Federation urged that all agencies in terested  in dental and general health should give 
m ost carefu l consideration  to the prom otion  and use o f fluorides in the con trol o f dental ca r ie s . 
The Federation at its m eeting in O slo, July, 1953, a ffirm s that there has been no evidence of 
any deleterious e ffect to general health by the addition of fluorides in appropriate amounts to 
drinking w ater." In other actions, the F .D .I . e lected  the Pakistan Dental A ssocia tion  to full 
m em bership and granted a corresponding m em bership  to the New Zealand Dental A ssocia tion . 
The 1954 m eeting o f the F .D .I. w ill be held at The Hague. Netherlands, in August.

MILWAUKEE MAYOR VETOES MOVE TO STOP FLUORIDATION

M ayor Frank T . Z e id ler , o f M ilwaukee, has vetoed a resolu tion  of the M ilwaukee Com m on 
C ouncil to stop the fluoridation  of water supplies in that W isconsin  city . In late July, just six  
days after fluoridation was p laced  in operation in M ilwaukee, the city  council voted 15 to 12 to 
stop the program . The action of M ayor Z eid ler keeps the fluoridation program  in operation  for 
the 732,000 residents of M ilwaukee. Last A p ril, Milwaukee voters  had approved fluoridation  by 
a vote of 93,000 to 58,000. M eanwhile, the Denver City Council unanim ously approved flu orida 
tion for  that portion  o f the c ity 's  water supplies which com es from  the w estern  slope of the 
Continental D ivide. This w ater, which is  deficient in flu orides, provides about 25 per cent of 
the total water used in D enver. The rem ainder com es from  the Platte R iver and contains an 
optimum amount of fluoride ions accord in g to health authorities. By its action, the Denver 
city council has made certa in  that Denver w ill have a year-around water supply containing 
approxim ately 1 part per m illion  of flu orides.

EXHIBITS AT ANNUAL SESSION WILL OPEN AT NOON SUNDAY, SEPT. 27

The com m ercia l exhibits at the 94th annual sess ion  of the A .D .A . to be held in the 
C leveland Public Auditorium  next month w ill be opened to convention v is ito rs  at noon on Sun
day, Sept. 27. The exhibits w ill be on display daily through Thursday, Oct. 1. At previous 
sess ion s, the com m ercia l exhibits w ere not opened until Monday m orning, sim ultaneously with 
the o ffic ia l opening of scien tific  sess ion s  and the m eeting of the House of D elegates. The 
decision  to open the exhibits on Sunday noon on an experim ental basis was m ade to provide 
dentists attending the annual session  an extra half-day in which to v isit the exhibit hall. 
R egistration  w ill a lso start at noon Sunday, Sept. 27. Other convention activ ities w ill open as 
orig ina lly  planned on Monday m orning, Sept. 28.



PRESIDENT EISENHOWER RECOMMENDS EXTENSION OF OASI TO INCLUDE 
DENTISTS, PHYSICIANS AND MEMBERS OF OTHER PROFESSIONAL GROUPS

A  recom m endation that the Old Age and Survivors Insurance (OASI) program  of the federa l 
S ocia l Security A ct be extended to include dentists, physicians, law yers, accountants, a rch 
itects  and many others, such as fa rm ers  and agricultural w ork ers, was sent to the C ongress 
by P resident Eisenhow er on Aug. 1. The P resid en t's  p roposa l would make OASI coverage 
m andatory fo r  a group of about 6.5 m illion  persons not now covered  by this phase of the federa l 
socia l secu rity  program . In addition, P resident Eisenhow er asked C ongress to make OASI 
coverage  optional fo r  an estim ated 4 m illion  others, including clergym en  and em ployes of state 
and lo ca l governm ents. The P resid en t's  recom m endations w ere submitted fo r  consideration  
at the reopening of C ongress next January.

A .D .A . HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
TO CONSIDER NEW PROPOSAL

It is expected that the P resid en t's  proposal w ill 
be con sidered  at the 94th annual session  of the 
A .D .A . House of D elegates at C leveland Sept. 28 

through Oct. 1. Tw ice b e fore , in 1949 and again last year, the A .D .A . House of D elegates went 
on re co rd  against the extension of OASI to se lf-em p loy ed  m em bers of the dental p ro fession . A  
resolu tion  asking that the House of D elegates again con sider the m atter has been introduced by 
the W isconsin  State Dental A ssocia tion . M eanwhile, the A m erican  M edical A ssocia tion  r e it e r 
ated its opposition  to the plan advanced by P resident E isenhow er. The A m erican  Bar A s s o c ia 
tion is a lso on re co rd  as opposed to the extension of OASI to law yers.

APPROVAL GIVEN WESTERN STATE COMPACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS

In its adjournm ent rush early  this month, C ongress approved the establishm ent of a 
W estern Interstate C om m ission  which would perm it w estern states to fo rm  a com pact fo r  c o 
operative financing of dental, m ed ica l and other p rofession a l training. The b ill, sponsored by 
Sen. Hunt, (D ., W yo.) would perm it any five  or m ore of the follow ing states and te rr ito r ies  to 
make such a com pact: A rizona, C a liforn ia , C olorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New M exico, 
O regon , Utah, Washington, W yoming, A laska and Hawaii. In another action, the C ongress ap
proved  an appropriation o f $ 1,740,000 fo r  dental activities of the U.S. Public Health S erv ice , an 
in crea se  of $ 90,000 over the amount orig ina lly  voted by the House o f R epresentatives. A  b ill to 
re s to re  to veterans of the Spanish-A m erican War the right to obtain dental treatm ent fro m  the 
V eterans Adm inistration , how ever, was passed  by the House but was not approved by the 
Senate. This group had been elim inated fro m  V .A . dental ca re  in a r id er on the V .A . appro
priations b ill. (See A .D .A . News L e tte r , July 15, 1953.) The r id er d irected  that veterans, to 
re ce iv e  fre e  dental ca re , must prove serv ice -con n ection  of their dental ailm ents. The House 
b ill would have made this rider not applicable to Spanish-A m erican War veterans or to an 
estim ated 247,000 other veterans whose cla im s fo r  dental treatm ent had been approved and 
ce rtifie d  p rior  to July 1. Despite the r id er , Spanish-A m erican  War veterans are not totally 
excluded from  V .A . dental ca re . In an opinion last week, the V .A . so lic ito r  ruled that dental 
s e rv ice s  could be given Spanish-A m erican War veterans as an adjunct of m edica l treatm ent.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A  total of $2 ,767 ,000 has been spent fo r  dental p ro jects  and activities since 1930 by the 
W .K. K ellogg Foundation, o f Battle C reek , M ich ., a general rep ort of the Foundation revealed  
last week. Total expenditures by  the Foundation w ere $35,296,000 during the 22-year program . 
D isbursem ents have been made in or on behalf of 38 nations… .M r. Wm. O. Patterson was r e 
e lected  president of the A m erican  Dental Trade A ssocia tion  at its 72d annual m eeting in Hot 
Springs, V a ., in July… .A new correspon den ce cou rse  on "F r ig id  Zone M edical and Dental 
P r a c t ic e " , available to o ffice r  and enlisted personnel, both regular and re se rv e , was announced 
by the Navy M edical Departm ent. The cou rse  is  designed to provide inform ation on care  of 
s ick  and injured under conditions of extrem e co ld … .R eports o f A .D .A . o ffice rs  and councils 
w ill be ready fo r  distribution on Sept. 1, it is announced by D r. H arold H illenbrand, A .D .A . 
se cre ta ry .
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