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ada New Letter
Vol. 6, No. 3 - Feb. 1, 1953

MILLIONS WILL HEAR, SEE DENTAL HEALTH MESSAGES AS NATION 
OBSERVES NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH DAY ON MONDAY

The im portance o f maintaining dental health fo r  a ll ch ildren  w ill be s tressed  fro m  coast 
to coast Monday, Feb. 2, in the fifth  annual observance o f National C h ild ren 's  Dental Health 
Day sponsored by the A .D .A . and its constituent and component soc ie ties . In hundreds o f com ­
m unities, la rge  and sm all, specia l program s reaching m illions w ill s tress  the need fo r  expand­
ed dental health activ ities  fo r  ch ildren  everyw here. Keynote fo r  this y ea r 's  observance was 
sounded by Dr. Otto W. Brandhorst, o f St. Lou is, A .D .A . president, who ca lled  fo r  in creased  
emphasis upon d isea se-p reven tive  p rocedures as the m ost e ffe c tiv e  way to im prove dental 
health fo r  children. This same them e w ill be featured in a number o f nation-w ide radio and 
te lev is ion  program s. The extent o f this y ea r 's  observance is  shown in the fo llow ing  reports  on 
specia l C h ild ren 's  Dental Health D ay ac tiv ities  in some o f the nation 's la r g e r  c itie s . The 
ed itors o f the A .D .A . News L e tte r  r e g re t  that space does not p erm it a report on the p rogram s 
being held in hundreds o f other com m unities in e v e ry  state o f the union.

NEW  YO RK  C IT Y . - -  A  new feature o f the G rea ter  N ew  Y ork  observance o f C h ild ren 's  Dental 
Health Day this year is  a C h ild ren 's  Dental Health W eek Exposition  open to the gen era l public. 
It w ill be held in the headquarters ' auditorium  o f the c ity 's  C iv i l  D efense Adm in istration . 
Th ere  w ill be demonstrations and lec tu res  to dram atize four aspects o f dental health: f lu o r i­
dation, toothbrushing, nutrition and x -ra y . Exhibits w ill be presen ted  by leading health, w e lfa re  
and educational agencies. The exposition  is  part o f the c ity -w ide  p rogram  designed to reach  
a ll ch ild ren  and parents in G rea ter  N ew  York . M ore than 50,000 ch ild ren  are expected to be 
served  by b ite-w ing x - r a y  p ro jects  throughout the city. Some 50,000 toothbrushes w ill  be g iven  
away in dem onstrations o f p roper toothbrushing habits and m ore  than three m illion  p ieces  o f 
lite ra tu re  w ill be distributed. S evera l score  radio and te lev is ion  p rogram s w ill be presented. 
T h ere  w ill  also be hundreds o f school program s and c iv ic  p rogram s addressed by m em bers  o f 
the F ir s t ,  Second and Tenth D is tr ic t  Dental Societies  o f the State o f N ew York. A  number o f 
sc ien tific  program s fo r  dentists have also been planned.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . - -  M ayor Joseph S. C lark  o f Philadelph ia has designated Feb . 1 -7 as the f ir s t  
annual Ph iladelph ia  Child Dental Health Week. Arrangem ents have been com pleted fo r  4,000 
p lacards to be p laced in the c ity 's  tro lle y s , buses and elevated  tra ins during the week. C e r ­
tifica tes  o f m er it  w ill be presented  to school ch ildren  in a c ity -w id e  poster contest on a specia l 
te lev is ion  p rogram .  Partic ipa ting  w ill be Dr. L e Roy M. Ennis, past A .D .A . president; D r. 
A b ram  Cohen, superv isor o f dental health in the public schools, and Dr. John P . Looby, p r e s i­
dent o f the soc ie ty  and supervisor o f dental health in the paroch ia l schools. A  jin g le  w ritten  
by Capt. C lay  A . Boland o f the N avy  Dental Corps, m em ber o f the Ph iladelph ia  society , w ill be 
used as part o f the spot announcements on radio and te lev is ion  stations.

LOS AN G ELES. - -  An o ra l health contest among junior high school students w ill  be c lim axed  by 
awards o f 72 ce rtifica tes , 12 individual cup troph ies, two grand p r iz e s  and a school trophy as a 
highlight o f C h ild ren 's  Dental H ealth Day under the auspices o f the L o s  A n ge les  County Dental 
Society. On the p ro fess ion a l le v e l, the Southern C a lifo rn ia  unit o f the A m erican  Soc iety  o f 
D en tis try  fo r  Children w il l  have a c lin ic  session  and dinner m eeting Monday at which M r. Guy 
Hoyt, associate superintendent o f schools, w ill be the speaker. A  p ress  con ference fo r  sc ien ce 
ed itors  o f  the c ity 's  f iv e  daily  newspapers with m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion  w ill be held
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and a number o f radio and te lev is ion  program s and spot announcements have been scheduled, 
Thousands o f pamphlets and other dental health education m a te ria l have been d istributed  to 
the schools fo r  pupils and teachers and a number o f dental speakers w ill address lay  groups.

CL E V E L A N D  - -  Thousands o f ch ildren  and th eir parents w ill be entertained at a " w ild  west 
dental p a rty "  to g i v e n  by the C leveland  Dental Soc iety  Sunday afternoon in the c ity ' s Public 
M usic H a ll in ce leb ra tion  o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. The observance had its o r ig in  in 
C leveland  13 yea rs  ago. A t the party, 39 poster p r iz e s  and the soc ie ty 's  mouth hygiene award 
w ill be presented . An a ll-d ay  p ro fess ion a l p rogram  o f essays, lim ited  attendance c lin ics , 
table c lin ics  and film s  on dentistry  fo r  ch ildren  w ill be held  Monday. F o r  the public, 17 t e le ­
v is ion  p rogram s a re  being presented and scores  o f specia l radio p rogram s. Both Gov. Frank 
Lausche o f Ohio and M ayor Thom as A . Burke o f C leveland  have issued proclam ations urging 
public cooperation  in observance o f the event.

ST . LO U IS. - -  P ro g ra m s  in support o f fluoridation  o f public w ater supplies fo r  St. Lou is w ill 
m ark  C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. W ide d istribution w ill be g iven  to a specia l issue o f the 
St. Lou is Dental Soc iety  Bulletin  devoted to the subject. The society  w ill also hold an open 
m eeting with Dr. F . A . Bull, d irec to r  o f dental education o f the W isconsin  State Board o f 
Health, speaking on " The D entist's  R esponsib ility  in F luoridation  P ro g ra m s ."  T h ere  w ill  be 
a number o f radio p rogram s and spot announcements. P o s te rs  have been d istributed to a ll the 
schools and a number o f business houses. M ayor Joseph M . D arst o f St. Lou i s has issued  a 
proclam ation  fo r  the observance.

W ASHINGTON, D .C. - -  The com m iss ion ers  o f the D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia have signed a p ro c la ­
m ation urging a ll groups "in teres ted  in ch ild  health and w e lfa re  to lend th eir active  support to 
a p ro g ra m  that can p rov ide  better dental health fo r  a ll ch ild ren ." The D is tr ic t o f Colum bia 
Dental Soc iety  w ill have an a l l - day m eeting, including 10 table c lin ics  on ch ild ren 's  dentistry 
and a panel d iscussion. P .T .A . health chairm en and rep resentatives o f other c iv ic  o rga n iza ­
tions have been invited. O ther highlights o f the p rogram  include 15 te lev is ion  shows, including 
in terv iew s, film s  and a p laylet; 11 radio p rogram s, an exhibit by the U.S. Pub lic  Health S e r ­
v ic e , a number o f talks b e fo re  la y  groups by m em bers o f the soc ie ty 's  speakers ' bureau, new s­
paper a r t ic le s  and a w ide d isplay o f posters .

BOSTON. - -  Some 6,000 posters  in observance o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day have been d is ­
tributed to schools, lib ra r ie s  and other public buildings throughout the Boston area. In coop er­
ation with the N ew  England D a iry  Council, the M etropolitan  D is tr ic t  Dental Soc iety  has also 
arranged  fo r  eight radio program s, three te lev is ion  p rogram s and specia l newspaper a rtic les . 
The council has also distributed posters  and dental health m ateria l to school p rincipa ls.

SAN FRANCISCO . - -  M ore  than 500 dentists, P .T .A .  leaders , educators and com munity leaders 
are expected to partic ipa te  in the a ll-d a y  fifth  annual ch ild ren 's  dental health con ference M on­
day at the St. F ran c is  H otel as a highlight o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Week. In addition to 
essay is ts , there w ill be 16 dem onstration c lin ics  and a number o f dental health education 
exhibits. "P reven tion  through Education" is  the theme o f the obse r vance which w ill include a 
number o f radio and te lev is ion  in terv iew s and a puppet show on dental health to be g iven  on 
te lev is ion . P la ca rd s  featuring the noted Munro L e a f "W atchb ird " cartoon character in a den­
tal health m essage w ill be displayed throughout the city. In addition, 250,000 lea fle ts  bearing 
the "W atchb ird " cartoon have been distributed by school nurses. M ayor E lm er E. Robinson of 
San F ran c isco  has issued a proclam ation  ca lling fo r  cooperation  in the observance.

P ITTSB U R G H . - -  A  number o f radio p rogram s and spot announcements as w e ll as specia l t e le ­
v is ion  shows and newspaper a rtic les  w ill m ark  C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. A s  a highlight 
o f the observance, an afternoon and evening m eeting sponsored jo in tly  by the O dontological 
S ociety  o f  W estern  Pennsylvan ia and the Pennsylvan ia Society  o f D en tis try fo r  C h ildren  w ill be



held W ednesday at the R ooseve lt H otel. P o s te rs  have been d istributed to schools, hospita ls 
and public d isp lay windows. Throughout the year, the society  p rov ides  speakers as w e ll as 
film s , pam phlets and the lik e  on dental health education.

NEW  O R LE AN S . - -  Through loca l newspapers and radio and te le v is io n  stations, an extensive 
health education p rogram  w ill be c a r r ied  to residents o f the N ew  O rleans area. C iv ic  groups 
are cooperating in specia l p rogram s. A  proclam ation  has been issued by Gov. R obert F . 
Kennon o f Louisiana.

M IN N E A PO L IS -ST . P A U L . - -  Six separate te lev is ion  p rogram s, sponsored by the M innesota 
State Dental A ssoc ia tion  and the M innesota Society  o f D entistry  fo r  Children , w ill be p resen ted  
as a highlight o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day in the M inneapolis -S t. Pau l area. H ygien ists  
and high school ch ildren  as w ell as m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion  w ill take part in the p r e ­
sentations that w ill range from  in terv iew s to a quiz show and fro m  a p lay to a puppet p e r fo r ­
mance. Num erous radio p rogram s w ill be o ffe red  and a number o f talks at the schools w ill be 
given by dentists and hygien ists. P o s te rs , window displays and film s  w ill also m ark  the ob ­
servance. Cooperating with the state society  are  the M innesota Departm ent o f Health, M inne ­
sota Departm ent o f Education, M innesota Pharm aceu tica l Society, the aux ilia ry  o f the state 
society  and the state h yg ien is ts ' association.

S E A T T L E . - -  P roc lam ation s have been issued by Gov. Arthur B. Lan glie  o f W ashington and 
M ayor A llen  P o m ero y  o f Seattle ca llin g  fo r  the observance o f National C h ild ren 's  Dental Health 
Day. Specia l p rogram s are being presented  on a ll six radio stations in Seattle, fea tu re a r t ic le s  
are  being ca rr ied  in the two daily  newspapers and seve ra l film s  on ch ild ren 's  dental health are 
being shown on the c ity 's  te lev is ion  station. Boy Scouts have d istributed posters  to schools.

KANSAS C IT Y , MO. - - A s e r ies  o f newspaper a r t ic le s , a te lev is ion  skit and m otion p icture, 
radio and T V  spot announcements and radio p rogram s w ill feature National C h ild ren 's Dental 
Health Day. Th ere  has been wide d istribution o f posters. Specia l cooperation  has been g iven  
to the Kansas C ity  D is tr ic t Dental Soc iety  by the department o f health o f the c ity 's  schools, the 
loca l da iry  council, the T V  station and the Kansas C ity  Star.

D ENVER. - -  Gov. Dan Thornton o f Colorado has issued a proclam ation  ca lling  on the public to 
cooperate in the observance o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. The signing was w itnessed  by the 
presidents o f the Colorado State Dental A ssoc ia tion  and the D enver Dental A ssoc ia tion  and the 
chairm an o f the state soc ie ty 's dental health com m ittee. A s a highlight o f the p rogram , m em ­
bers  o f the D enver society  w ill p rov ide dental treatm ent in th eir  o ffic e s  fo r  ch ild ren  fro m  the 
c ity 's  orphanages. Pam phlets, posters  and film s  have been d istributed  to D enver schools.

P O R TLA N D . - -  Th ree  film s  on fluoridation  w ill be presented  on the c ity 's  te le v is io n  station 
as a highlight o f National C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. O ther featu res o f the observan ce are 
at least eight radio in terv iew s with Portlan d  dentists, a radio p lay by dental hygiene students 
o f the U n ivers ity  o f O regon Dental School and many radio spot announcements. T h ere  w ill a lso 
be newspaper a r tic le s  and ed ito r ia ls  on ch ild ren 's  dentistry. P o s te rs  have been d istribu ted  
throughout the city.

M IAM I. - -  M em bers o f the M iam i Dental Society  are addressing a number o f paren t-teach er 
groups in observance o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Day. New spaper a r t ic le s , radio ta lks and 
spot announcements and specia l exhibits by pedodontists are othe r  h ighlights o f the observance 
sponsored by the F lo r id a  East Coast Dental Society. The society  is  a lso c lim axing a yea r o f 
w eek ly  te le v is io n  p rogram s with a specia l p rogram  fo r  the observan ce .

N A S H V IL L E. - -  Th ere  w ill be a specia l m eeting o f the N ash ville  Dental Society  Tuesday in 
observance o f C h ild ren 's  Dental Health Week. Throughout N ash v ille and Davidson County, an 
extensive p rogram  has been arranged, including radio and te lev is ion  shows and spot announce­
ments, poster d isplays in schools and othe r  key p laces, a check w ith schools on dental inspec ­
tions and fo llow -ups, and talks by dentists at schools. The la d ie s' au x ilia ry  o f the dental 
soc ie ty  has spearheaded the p rogram  in the schools.
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AGE LIMIT OF 41 PROPOSED IN TENTATIVE DRAFT BILL

An age lim it of 41 instead of the presen t 51 yea rs  is suggested in a tentative proposa l fo r  
the extension of the dentist-physician draft law  submitted fo r  in form al consideration  to the 
A rm ed  S erv ices  Com m ittees of Congress by the Departm ent of D efense, accord ing to unofficia l 
rep o rts . The tentative proposal would establish two p r io r it ie s  under which dentists and physi­
cians could be drafted fo r  active  duty. The f ir s t  would include a ll non-veteran  dentists and 
physicians who would be ca lled  in order of age w ith the youngest being ca lled  f ir s t .  The second 
group would include dentists and physicians with p r io r  m ilita ry  s e rv ic e , w ith those with the 
leas t amount of p r io r  s e rv ic e  being inducted fir s t .  The proposed extension of the specia l draft 
act would make a ll individuals in the present P r io r it ie s  I and II subject to im m ediate ca ll. It is 
expected  that both the House of Represen tatives and the Senate com m ittees w ill  hold hearings 
on the m easure when it is  o ffic ia lly  presented by the Departm ent of D efense.

DR. HAROLD HILLENBRAND IS HONORED BY RHODE ISLAND DENTAL SOCIETY
D r. H arold  H illenbrand, of Chicago, s ecre ta ry  of the A .D .A ., was awarded the Rhode Island 

State Dental Society gold  m edal and c e rtifica te  in recogn ition  of his " outstanding contributions 
to dentistry"  at the soc ie ty 's  diamond jub ilee ce lebration  in P rov iden ce on Jan. 18. The c ita ­
tion was read  by Dr. Edgar L . B essette , record ing  secre ta ry  of the society , and the awards 
w e re  presen ted  to Dr. H illenbrand by Dr. James F . Colgan, president.

CONGRESS ON DENTAL EDUCATION AND LICENSURE TO BE HELD FEB. 7 IN CHICAGO
The nation's  dental schools and specia lty  boards w ill be w e ll represen ted  in Chicago 

Saturday (Feb . 7) when the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education sponsors the ninth annual 
C ongress on Dental Education and L icen su re . The a ll-d ay  m eeting w ill be held  in the Conrad 
H ilton H otel with Dr. B ert L . H ooper, of L inco ln , N eb ., chairm an of the Council, p resid ing. 
The m orn ing session  w ill  be m arked  with a panel d iscussion on "W hat adm issions req u ire ­
ments should be used in dental schools ? " Dr. John E. Buhler, of Atlanta, dean of the School 
o f D entistry , E m ory  U n ivers ity , w ill be the m oderator. Partic ipa tin g  w ill be D r. Berton  E. 
Anderson , of the School of D entistry, U n ivers ity  o f Washington, Seattle; the Rev. W illiam  D. 
O 'L e a ry , S .J., of the School of D entistry, L oyo la  U n ivers ity , New  O rlean s ; M r. G eorge R. 
Moon, o f the U n ivers ity  of Illin o is , Chicago, and Dr. W endell L . W yl ie , of the C o llege  of Den­
t is try , U n ivers ity  of C a lifo rn ia , San F ran c isco . The afternoon panel, w ith Dr. A llen  G. B rod ie , 
dean of the C o llege  of D entistry, U n ivers ity  of I l l in o is, as the m oderator, w ill discuss "W hat 
constitutes a specia lty  in d en tis try? " M em bers of the panel w ill include Dr. Paul E. B oy le , of 
the A m erican  B oard  of O ral Pathology, Philadelph ia; Dr. Irv in g  R. Hardy, o f the A m erican  
B oard  of Prosthodontics , Boston; D r. Ralph L . Ire land, of the A m erican  B oard  of Pedodontics, 
L in co ln , N eb ., and Dr. W illiam  A . Jordan, of the A m erican  Board of Dental Public Health, 
M inneapolis. A rrangem ents fo r  the Congress are  being handled by Dr. Shailer P eterson , of 
Chicago, Council s ecre ta ry .

DR. RAYMOND J. NAGLE IS NEW DEAN AT N.Y.U. COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY
Appointm ent of D r. Raymond J. N agl e, of Boston, as dean of the C o llege of D entistry, New 

Y o rk  U n ivers ity , has been announced by Chancellor Henry T . Heal d. The appointment is e f fe c ­
tiv e  today (F eb . 1). D r. Nagle is chairm an of the M assachusetts State B oard  of Dental Exam ­
iners and president of the New England A ssoc ia tion  of Dental Exam iners. He is p res id en t­
e lec t o f the Massachusetts Dental Society. Dr. N agle  was on the facu lty of the H arvard  Dental 
School fro m  his graduation in 1924 until 1948.

NINE MORE COMMUNITIES BEGIN FLUORIDATION FOR U.S. TOTAL OF 595
Nine m ore  com m unities w ere  reported  fluoridating their public w ater supplies this week 

brin gin g  the tota l of U.S. com m unities in the p rogram  to 595, according to reco rd s  com piled  
by the A .D .A . In Pennsylvan ia, the c ity  of Natrona began operation of the p rogram  while on the 
w est coast the town o f Healdsburg in northern C a lifo rn ia  launched the procedure w ith specia l 
cerem on ies  Jan. 15. F luoridation  was a lso  in e ffec t in th ree additional Iowa towns, F a ir fie ld , 
Indianola and M anchester, and in four m ore  Tennessee com m unities, P a r is , C ookevil l e, T ipton- 
v i l l e and Cowan.
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