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Support The Relief Fund NOW!

a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V o l . 6, No. 2 - Jan. 15, 1953

FLUORDATI0N OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIES IS STARTED IN PITTSBURGH -- 
CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS OPENS NATION-WIDE DRIVE FOR MEASURE

At the start of 1953, the f luoridation of public water supplies was in operation in a total of 
586 communities throughout the nation. Newest among the la rge r  c iti e s now fluoridating their 
water supplies is Pittsburgh, the nation's 12th largest  city, where the public health measure 
was started in late December.  Meanwhile, the f luoridation process  r ece ived  new endorsements. 
The National Congress of Parents  and Teachers has announced the launching of a nation-wide 
campaign in support of f luoridation as a means of preventing dental decay among children. The 
health measure was also " s trongly endorsed" by the dental section of the Am er ican  Association 
for  the Advancement of Science.

PR O G RA M  COVERS 700,000 
PERSONS IN P ITTSBURGH

In the Pittsburgh area,  m ore  than 700,000 p e r ­
sons are  being served in the new fluoridation 
program. These include about 500,000 of the 

700,000 residents of the city and about 200,000 residents of its suburbs. Operation of the f lu o r i ­
dation program was forma l ly  announced by Major David L . L awrence of Pittsburgh on Dec. 27, 
a week after the addition of f luoride ions to local water supplies had been started. Fluoridation 
of Pittsburgh water  was authorized by the city council init ial ly in 1950. Placing of the program  
in operation cl imaxed a long campaign carr ied  out by the Odontologi cal Society of Western 
Pennsy lvania. The society urged the appointment of a f i v e - man adv isory  committee on the 
measure  to the department of health. The members ,  all dentists, included Dr. Lawrence  E. Van 
Kirk ,  dean of the School of Dent istry, Univers ity  of Pittsburgh, as chairman, and Dr. W. Ear le  
C r a ig, A. D.A. trustee; Dr. W. D. McCle l land , Dr. Milton E. Nicholson and Dr. Isaac Si s sman. 
Serving as advisor to the committee was Dr. Gera ld  Cox of the Univers i ty  of Pittsburgh. It was 
this committee that spearheaded the campaign and was responsible later for the appointment of 
a c i t izens ' committee of civic leaders. Pittsburgh is the third largest  urban area where f lu o r i ­
dation is now in operation. The la rges t  area now fluoridating its water supplies is Balt imore  
with a population of 1,180,000. The Washington, D.C., area, with a population of approximately  
1,000,000, i s second.

P . T .A . 'S AR E  URGED TO SEEK 
D E N T A L  SOCIETY COOPERATION

The action of the National Congress of Parents  
and Teachers fo l lowed a resolution to encourage 
local P . T .A . groups " t o interest themselves in 

making this health measure ava i lab le  to children in their communities." Dr. Henry F. Helmholz, 
national chairman of the organization's committee on health, has cal led upon constituent and 
component dental societies to cooperate with P .T .A .  groups in supporting campaigns for  the 
measure .  In furtherance of the program, the National Congress has prepared a packet of m a ­
ter ia l  on the subject, including A .D .A . pamphlets, an art ic le  by Dr. Helmholz  on " T he Facts About 
Fluoridated Water and Tooth Decay" reprinted f rom  the December issue of the National Parent- 
Teacher  Magazine and suggestions for carry ing out a campaign on a local level .  Meanwhile, at
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the m eeting of the Am erican  Assoc iation  fo r  the Advance of Science, the dental section adopted 
a resolution which " s trongly  endorsed the fluoridation of city water supplies as a partia l p r e ­
ventive of decay of the teeth of children and recommended that all c it ies  and communities 
having a central water supply adopt this health m easure." The secre ta ry  of the section is Dr. 
Russell W. Bunting, of Ann A rbor ,  Mich.

SEVERAL SCORE HEALTH BILLS ARE INTRODUCED IN CONGRESS--  
PRESIDENT TRUMAN URGES APPROVAL OF GRANTS-IN-AID PROGRAM

Although severa l  score  bills relating to health have been introduced in the Senate and 
House of Repr e sentatives, the new Congress was marking time this week awaiting the inaugu­
ration of P r e s ident-e lect Eisenhower. The general attitude of leg is la tors  was to wait and see 
what the new Pres ident  would recommend. Last  week, leg is lators  rece ived  a message f r o m 
Pres ident  Truman endorsing the federa l  grants - in-aid proposals  of the Magnuson Commission. 
Pres ident Truman also submitted a budget of $78.6 bill ions for the new f isca l year.  Included 
were  r e commendations for approximately $2.7 bill ion for  health and wel fare  activ it ies ,  approx i­
mately  the same amount as was appropriated for this purpose last year. Among b il ls  in t ro ­
duced in Congress was a measure calling for  administrative revision of the A rm y  Dental Corps, 
introduced by Rep. R ivers  (D., S.C.),  and several  proposals that dentists and other self-  
employed persons be permitted to set aside pr ior  to taxes a portion of their earned income for  
a voluntary old age pension program. These bil ls were  identical to measures  which had been 
pending in the old Congress.

SECOND APPEAL FOR RELIEF FUND TO BE MAILED NEXT WEEK

A second request for contributions to the A .D .A . Re l ie f  Fund wil l  be mailed to all A .D .A . 
m embers  next week in an effort to bring total donations up to the $100,000 goal established for 
the 1952-53 fund drive. The second appeal wil l  be sent to all members ,  including the many 
thousands of dentists who have already sent in a contribution. Thi s procedure is fol lowed b e ­
cause it is less expensive to mai l  reminders to the entire membership than it would be to 
separate the names of those who have already contributed. This point is careful ly  explained in 
the second mail ing. Contributions up to Jan. 1 totalled $71,311.28, a gain of $ 1,377 over  the 
total for the corresponding date a year ago. Total contributions by constituent societies are 
l is ted on the attached mimeographed sheet.

DENTIST'S HEALTH TO BE TOPIC AT GREATER PHILADELPHIA ANNUAL MEETING

A  public health forum and a symposium on "Genera l  Health of the Dentist" w i l l  be present­
ed at the Greater  Philadelphia Annual Meeting to be held Feb. 4-6 at the Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel by the Greater  Philadelphia County Dental Society. There  wil l  also be a number of 
essayists , nine reg is te red  cl inics, a ser ies  of table cl inics and visual education exhibits at the 
three-day meeting. The society wil l  have its annual dinner Thursday, Feb. 5, and greetings will  
be extended by Dr. Otto W. Brandhorst, of St. Louis,  A .D .A .  president. The principal speaker 
wi l l  be Conn McCole,  f o rm er  mayor of W i lk es-B arre ,  Pa. In charge of the scientif ic p rogram 
for  the meeting is Dr. Joseph V. Masino.

ELECT DR. HILLENBRAND SECRETARY OF INTER-ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Dr. Harold Hil lenbrand, of Chicago, Assoc iation secretary,  was elected secre tary  of the 
Inter - Association Committee on Health at its opening 1953 meeting on Jan. 10 in New York City. 
Dr. Hil lenbrand wi l l  serve  the s ix-member  agency the current calendar year. The organization 
is made up of the nation's leading health and wel fare  agencies. In addition to the A .D .A ., it 
includes the Amer ican  Medical Assoc iation,  the Amer ican  Hospital Association, Am er ican  
Nurses '  Assoc iation,  Am er ican  Public Health Association and Amer ican Public W e l fa re  A s s o ­
ciation. A.D.A.  repr e sentatives in the organization, in addition to Dr. Hillenbrand, are Dr. Otto 
W. Brandhorst, of St. Louis,  president; Dr. P e r c y  T. Phil l ips,  of New York,  trustee, and Dr. 
Kenneth A. Easlick,  of Ann Arbor ,  M ich., member  of the Council on Dental Health.



Supplement -- A.D.A. NEWS LETTER -- Jan. 15, 1953 Vol. 6, No. 2
WYOMING IS LATEST STATE TO EXCEED RELIEF FUND QUOTA -- 
CONTRIBUTIONS REACH NATION-WIDE TOTAL OF $71,311

Wyoming exceeded its quota during the second half of December to become the 
sixth state in the nation to pass the 100 per cent mark in the current A.D.A. Relief 
Fund campaign. Additional contributions received from Wyoming dentists sent their 
total to 104.1 per cent of the quota for the state. Alaska continued to lead the 
entire nation with contributions of 300 per cent of its quota. Alabama was second 
with 223.9 per cent. Others already over their quotas are Montana, North Dakota and 
Oklahoma. Six constituent societies were over the 90 per cent mark on Dec. 31. 
They are Florida, Hawaii, Nebraska, Nevada, Washington and West Virginia. At the 
vear's end, the total contributions were $71,311.28, a gain of $1,377 over the 
total for the same date a year ago. The mailing of a second appeal for contributions 
scheduled for next week, is expected to boost contributions to campaign quota of 
$100, 000. Contributions by constituent societies follow:

1952-53
QUOTAS

CONTRI­
BUTIONS

PCT

Air Force $ 560.00 $ 287.00 51.3
Alabama 223.9
A la s k a 50 .0 0 150.00 300 .0
A r i z o n a 270.00 83 .0 0 3 0 .7
Arkansas 530.00 433 .65 81 .8
Army 54 0 .0 0 326.22 6 0 . 4
C a l i f o r n i a 3 ,6 2 0 .0 0 2 ,830 .50 78.2
C a l i f o r n i a  So . 4 , 4 6 0 .00 2 ,8 0 7 .40 62 .9
C o lo rado 960.00 500.0 0 52 .1
C o n n e c t i cu t 1 , 950.00 1 ,5 04 .00 77.1
Delaware 150.00 111 .00 74 . 0
D i s t r i c t  o f  Col.  860.00 69 0 .00 80.2
F l o r i d a 1 , 220 .00 1 ,16 2 .0 0 95 .2
Ge o r g i a 1 ,07 0 .0 0 667.50 62.14
Har a i i 370.00 335.00 90 .5
Idaho 260.00 216.00 83 .1
I l l i n o i s 7 ,570 .00 5 ,9 8 2 .5 0 79.0
Ind iana 2 ,2 4 0.00 1 , 9 5 5 .00 87.3
Iowa 1 ,880 .00 1 ,1 8 3 .5 0 63 .0
Kansas 990. 00 789.4 6 79.7
Kentucky 1 ,08 0 .0 0 459 .50 42 .5
Lo u i s i a n a 990.00 580.60 58 .6
Maine 450.00 294 . 0 0 65.3
Mary land 1 ,0 8 0 .00 824 . 00 76.3
Massachuset ts 3 ,8 1 0 .0 0 2 ,857 .67 75.0
M ich igan 3 ,9 9 0 .0 0 3 ,1 7 2 .6 5 79.5
Minnesot a 2,970 .00 2 ,139 .00 72.0
M i s s i s s i p p i 520.00 379.70 73.0
M is s o u r i 2 ,59 0 .0 0 2, 1 6 4 .00 83 .6
Montana 380.00 4 5 6 .5 0 120.1
Navy 790.00 354 .50 44 .9

1952- 53
QUOTAS

CONTRI­
BUTIONS PCT

Nebras ka $ 1 ,0 9 0 .0 0 $ l , 047 .5 0 96 .1
Nevada 100.00 93 .00 93 .0
New Hamp s h i r e 290.00 251.00 86 .6
New Jer s e y 4 , 140 .0 0 3 , 2 0 0 .00 77.3
New Mexico 220.00 197.50 89 .8
New York 15 ,220 .00 8 ,1 2 3 .5 0 5 3 .4
Nor th  C a r o l in a 1,210 . 00 721.2 5 58.2
N or th  Dakota 350 .00 4 52 . 5 5 129.3
Ohio 4 , 9 70 .00 3 ,6 6 6 .3 0 73.8
Oklahoma 900.00 1 ,0 0 7 .00 111 .9
Oregon 1 ,1 8 0 .0 0 1 , 0 3 1 .0 0 8 7 .4
Panama C .Z. 3 0 .0 0 5 . 0 0 16 .7
P e n n s y l v a n ia 6 ,9 7 0 .0 0 4 , 3 6 3 .94 6 2 .6
P .H . S e r v i c e 270.00 119.004 4 . 1
Pu er to  R ic o 190.00 103.00 54 . 2
Rhode I s l a n d 570.00 297.00 52 .1
South C a ro l i n a 400 .00 239.00 59 .8
South Dakota 340 .00 187.00 55 .0
T e nness e e 1 ,1 5 0 . 00 4 55.50 3 9 .6
Texas 3 , 0 5 0 . 00 1 ,580 .50 51 .8
Utah 4 80.00 301 .00 62 .7
Vermont 190 . 00 115.00 6 0 .5
V e t . Admin. 960.00 298.00 3 1 .0
V i r g i n i a 1 ,1 4 0 .00 822.50 72.1
Wa s h in g ton 1 ,7 8 0 .0 0 1 ,634 . 00 91 .8
We s t  V i r g i n i a 720.00 648 .50 90 .1
Wi s c o n s i n 2 ,93 0 .0 0 1 ,986 .50 67 .8
Wyomin g 160.00 166.50 104 .1
Studen ts 765.00
M is c e l l a n e o u s 1 4 .00

$ 1 0 0 ,000 . 00 71.3
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MEMBERSHIP IN A.D.A. REACHES NEW RECORD OF 77,722 FOR 1952
T o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  A . D . A .  r e a c h e d  a n  a l l - t i m e  h i g h  of  7 7 , 7 2 2  o n  D e c .  31 ,  19 52 .  T h e  

m e m b e r s h i p  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  7 6 , 2 4 0  f o r  1951 a n d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h i g h  of  7 7 , 0 9 9  f o r  1 9 5 0 .  T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  f u l l y - p r i v i l e g e d  m e m b e r s  ( a c t i v e  a n d  l i f e )  w a s  6 7 , 9 5 5  a t  t h e  e n d  of  19 5 2 ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  
of  860 o v e r  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o t a l  f o r  19 51 .  T h e  n u m b e r  of  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  i n  1952  w a s  
6 5 , 0 8 5  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  6 4 , 2 2 5  f o r  1951 a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  of l i f e  m e m b e r s  i n  19 5 2  w a s  2 , 8 7 0  a s  
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  2 , 6 6 1  f o r  1951 .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  36 c o n s t i t u e n t  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  s o c i e t i e s

S E C R E T A R I E S  O F  C O N S T I T U E N T  S O C I E T I E S  a r e  u r g e d  t o  f o r w a r d  19 53  d u e s  
a s  p r o m p t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  A . D . A .  U n d e r  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  B y - l a w s  
a d o p t e d  by  t h e  H o u s e  of  D e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  S t . L o u i s , a n n u a l  s e s s i o n ,  a n y  m e m b e r  
of  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h o s e  d u e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  by  M a r c h  31 w i l l  c e a s e  to  
be  a  m e m b e r  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g .  I t  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e a d ­
l i n e  m i g h t  j e o p a r d i z e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  c o n t i n u o u s  m e m b e r s h i p .  
S u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  T h e  J o u r n a l  of  t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s h i p  p r i v i l e g e s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  t e r m i n a t e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o s e  d u e s  a r e  
n o t  r e c e i v e d  by  M a r c h  3 1 .

a n d  t h r e e  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e s  r e p o r t e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e i r  t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  w h i l e  16 s t a t e  a n d  
t e r r i t o r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  t w o  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e s  r e p o r t e d  l o s s e s , T w o c o n s t i t u e n t  s o c i e t i e s  
r e t a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p .  S t u d e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  l a s t  y e a r  s o a r e d  to  a new rec o r d  of  
9 , 5 2 7  m e m b e r s  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  9 , 0 9 9  f o r  1951 a n d  8 , 4 5 0  f o r  1950.  T o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d  222 a f f i l i a t e  m e m b e r s ,  n i n e  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s  a n d  n i n e  h o n o r a r y  m e m b e r s .  T o t a l  
a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  of  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  1952 a n d  1951 f o l l o w :

1952 1951
Alaska 34 31
Al a b a m a 514 516
Ar i z o n a 192 183
Ar k a n s a s 34 8 333
Ca l i f o r n i a 2 , 4 5 5 2 , 3 8 4
Ca l i f o r n i a ,  So . 3 , 0 0 8 2 , 8 8 7
C o l o r a d o 567 57 4
C o n n e c t i c u t 1, 2 6 4 1 ,2 4 2
De l a w a r e 105 103
Di s t r i c t  of  C o l . 53 5 526
Fl o r i d a 84 3 80 2
Ge o r g ia 6 6 4 67 5
Ha w a i i 243 2 5 0
Id a h o 176 172
Illin o i s 4 , 7 0 6 4 , 9 95
In d i a n a 1 ,4 13 1 ,3 8 5
Io w a 1 , 1 08 1 , 1 22
Ka n s a s 636 6 2 0
Ke n t u c k y 6 8 7 6 9 0
Lo u i s i a n a 6 5 7 6 3 7
Ma i n e 297 2 9 7
M a r y l a n d 70 7 70 4
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 2 , 4 0 6 2 , 3 9 9
M i c h i g a n 2 , 555 2 , 5 47
Min n e s o t a 1,868 1 , 8 9 0
M i s s i s s i p p i 335 327
M i s s o u r i 1 ,6 6 7 1,701
M o n t a n a 2 3 0 23 5
Ne b r a s k a 70 4 708
Neva d a 64 63
Ne w H a m p s h i r e 190 183

1952 1951

N e w  M e x i c o 155 138
N e w  Y o r k 1 0 , 1 4 6 9 , 93 5
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 8 1 5 80 4
N o r t h  D a k o t a 21 2 21 4
O h i o 3 , 2 5 0 3, 168
O k l a h o m a 601 588
O r e g o n 776 752
P a n a m a 17 21
P e n n s y l v a n i a 4 , 4 31 4 , 4 6 9
P u e r t o  R i c o 132 126
R h o d e  I s l a n d 362 353
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 26 0 25 2
S o u t h  D a k o t a 21 9 2 1 9
T e n n e s s e e 80 8 75 5
T e x a s 2 , 0 5 4 2 , 0 1 2
U t a h 288 303
V e r m o n t 1 17 121
V i r g i n i a 767 763
W a s h i n g t o n 1 , 1 5 0 1 , 1 36
W e s t  V i r g i n i a 4 7 8 4 5 6
W i s c o n s i n 1 , 8 2 4 1 , 8 4 5
W y o m in g 127 108
A i r  F o r c e 4 11 37 8
A r m y 4 2 7 357
N a v y 572 534
P .  H.  S e r v i c e 179 181
V e t .  A d m i n . 6 1 7 64 6
U n o r g a n i z e d 10 12
T o t a l s 6 5 , 0 8 5 6 4 , 2 2 5
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ISSUES CALL FOR 258 DENTISTS FOR MARCH INDUCTION
The Department of Defense yesterday (Jan. 14) issued a call for  258 dentists and 471 

physicians for  induction in March. Of the total, 213 dental o f f ice rs  are for  the A rm y  and 45 
for  the A i r Force .  The Defense Department said the March call ra ises  to 2,181 the number of 
dentists requested for  Selective Serv ice  since July, 1951.

NUMBER OF DELEGATES FOR 1953 NOW BASED ON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FOR 1952
The number of delegates to which a constituent society is entitled for  the 1953 annual 

sess ion can now be determined by the status of the soc ie ty 's  membership  at the end of 1952. 
Under an amendment to the B y - laws adopted at the St. Louis meeting, the total of delegates 
depends upon the number of fu l ly -pr i v i leged members  in a state soc iety  at the end of the calen­
dar year.  Hitherto, the number of delegates has been based on the number of mem bers  in good 
standing at the opening of the annual sessions. It was pointed out that under the new provision, 
soc ie ties  wi l l  be enabled to choose a l l their delegates and alternate delegates soon after the 
f i r s t  of the year.  The new total for  the House of Delegates in 1953 wi l l  be 394 as compared 
w ith 383 for  1952. Societies wil l  be o f f ic ia l ly  noti fied shortly of the number of delegates to 
w hi ch each is entitled under the 1952 membership  f igures. A l l  societies are urged to name 
their  delegates as soon as poss ible.

CHICAGO DENTAL SOCIETY TO HOLD 88TH MIDWINTER MEETING FEB. 8-11
Dr. Kenneth McFarland,  o f  Topeka Kansas, educational consultant for  General Motors 

Corporation and guest lactuerer for  Readers Digest, wil l  share the platform with Dr. Otto W. 
Bra ndhor st, of St. Louis, A.D.A.  president, at the opening general sess ion on Feb. 9 of the 88th 
Midwinter Meeting of the Chicago Dental Society. The meeting wil l  be held Feb. 8-11 at the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel. The scientif ic p rogram for the four-day meeting wi l l  include 49 essay is ts , 
58 l imited attendance cl ini cs, a number of scientif ic exhibits, health and educational exhibits 
and motion picutres. The general chairman for the Midwinter Meet ing is Dr. Robert J. P o l l o c k .

HOWARD GREENBLATT NAMED ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COUNCIL ON LEGISLATION
T he appointment of Mr.  Howard N. Greenblatt,  of Chicago, as assistant secretary  of the 

A .D .A .  Council on L e g i s la tion, e ffective Feb. 1, was announced this week by Dr. Harold 
H i l lenbrand, Association secretary.  Mr.  Greenblatt,  who holds business and law degrees from 
Northwestern University , has been a member  of the legal staff of the Off ice  of P r ice  Stabil iza­
tion in. both Chicago and Washington. Prev iously  he engaged in the private pract ice of law and 
served  s assistant to the v ice-president of Hart, Schaffner and Marx.  In hi s new position, 
M r .  Greenblatt w i l l  work under the direction of Mr.  Francis  J. Garvey ,  secre tary  of the Council .

NEW YORK STATE SEEKS DENTAL RESEARCH DIRECTOR
A nation-wide examination wi l l  be given March 14 by the New York State Department of 

Health for  the position of associate dentist (r esearch )  with a salary of $6,801 to $8,231. The 
indiv idua l  will d irect  a f ield program of dental epidemiological  studies and dental research 
pro jects.  Interested persons should com municate with M r. Richard H. Mattox, Office of P e r ­
sonnel Adm in istrat ion, State Office Building, Albany. The deadline for  f i ling an application is 
Feb. 6.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
The New Jersey  State Dental Society has adopted a resolution proposing that the dental 

se rv ic es  given to schools by the Bureau of Dental Health of the State Department of Health be 
l imited to those schools " which do not se l l  or make available ref ined carbohydrates to their 
children, and to those schools which indicate wil l ingness to discontinue to do so . " … " Under­
water Agent H20" is the title of a newly- i ssued comic book in the "Daredev i l  Davey" ser ies .  
Single copies may be obtained free  upon request f rom the A.D.A.  Order  Department… Under t h e  
auspices of the dental serv ice  of the Veterans Administration hospital at Tuskegee, A l a ., a 
seminar on postgraduate professional education and research in the dental, medical and all ied 
sciences wi l l  be held Jan. 30.
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