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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r

V o l . 5 ,  No. 25 -  Nov. 18, 1952

navy surgeon general attacks dental and medical professions -- A,D.A. OFFICIAL calls admiral pugh speech "confession of failure"

C hicago , Nov. 1 8 , - -  D r .  H aro ld  H i l l e n b r a n d ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  
American D en ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n , today  d e s c r ib e d  a v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  on 
th e  m ed ica l  and d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i ons made by Rear Admiral Lamont Pugh, 
su rgeon  g e n e r a l  o f  th e  navy , as a "c o n f e s s io n  o f  f a i l u r e  on th e  
p a r t  of the m i l i t a r y  concerned  w i th  th e  h e a l t h  o f  th o se who a re  
f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y , "

In  a t a l k  Monday b e fo re  the  A s s o c i a t io n  o f  M i l i t a r y  Surgeons 
o f  th e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  a t  W ash ing ton , D. C. ,  Admiral Pugh charged  
t h a t  "e a s i e r ,  q u ic k e r  and b ig g e r  money" keeps many p h y s i c i a n s  and 
d e n t i s t s  from e n t e r i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

In  comme n t i n g  on th e  b i t t e r l y -worded speech  of Admiral Pugh, 
D r . H i l l e n b ra n d  s a i d :

"Admiral Pugh' s  s t a te m e n t  about d e n t i s t s  n o t  v o l u n t e e r i n g  
f o r  re a so n s  o f  a v a r i c e  i s  n o t  on ly  i n c o r r e c t  b u t  unworthy of  the  
s e r v i c e  to  w hich members of  th e  d e n ta l  p r o f e s s i o n  have c o n t r i b u t e d  
so much. Admiral Pugh fo l lo w s  th e  u s u a l  m i l i t a r y  p a t t e r n  of 
b lam ing  everyone b u t  the  m i l i t a r y  f o r  m is ta k e s  i n  th e  h a n d l in g  o f  
m i l i t a r y  p ro b lem s . "

In  h i s  t a l k ,  Admiral Pugh heaped sc o rn  on what he te rm ed an 
argument t h a t  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  shou ld  be made "more a t t r a c t i v e "  to  
m ed ica l  men. He s a i d  no one was making s e r v i c e  l i f e  a t t r a c t i v e  
f o r  " th e  s o l d i e r s  and m ar ines  who a re  f i g h t i n g  and b le e d i n g  and 
dy ing  in  th e  h e a t  and d u s t  on b a r r e n  Korean h i l l s i d e s . "

The Admiral c o n t i n u e d : "Since when has  th e  d o c to r  o f  m ed ic ine  
and d e n t i s t r y  become such  a  p a n ty w a is t  as to  r e q u i r e  t h a t  b a ld  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o th e r s  a c c e p t  w i th  good g race  must be decked out 
w i th  surgeon f r i l l s  b e fo re  he w i l l  buy i t ? "

Admiral Pugh s a i d  th e r e  was on ly  one im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  
betw een s e r v i c e  as a c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r .

"We a l l  know i t  i s  s im ply  a m a t t e r  of  e a s i e r ,  q u ic k e r  and 
b i g g e r  money - -  a v a r i c e ;  a b e t t e r ,  i f  a l b e i t ,  a f a n c i f u l  and 
p o s s i b l y  ephemeral o p p o r t u n i t y  to  g e t  r i c h  q u i c k , "  he s a i d .
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In  r e p l y ,  Dr. H i l l e n b r a n d  p o in t e d  ou t  t h a t  members o f  the  
d e n ta l  p r o f e s s i o n  had and were c o n t in u in g  to  meet a l l  th e  r e a l  
needs o f  p e r s o n n e l  of th e  armed f o r c e s , and d e s c r ib e d  Admiral 
Pugh 's  speech  as a "d i s s e r v i c e  to  th e  men and women who a re  
engaged in  a c t u a l  f i g h t i n g ."

Dr .  H i l l e n b r a n d  u rged  t h a t  the  Congress i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
charges  made by  th e  navy surgeon  g e n e r a l .

Spokesmen f o r  t h e American Medical A s s o c i a t io n  a l s o  c h a l le n g e d  
th e  s t a t e m e n t s  of Admiral Pugh.

The f u l l  t e x t  of  Dr .  H i l l e n b r a n d ' s  s t a te m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  
Admiral Pugh ' s  speech  f o l lo w s :

Admiral Pugh' s s t a te m e n t  abou t  d e n t i s t s  n o t  v o lu n ­
t e e r i n g  f o r  re a s o n s  of a v a r i c e  i s  no t  on ly  i n c o r r e c t  
b u t  unworthy of the  s e r v i c e  t o  w hich members of  the den­
t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  have c o n t r ib u t e d so much. Admiral Pugh 
f o l l o ws th e  u s u a l  m i l i t a r y  p a t t e r n  of b lam ing  everyone 
b u t  th e  m i l i t a r y  f o r  m is ta k e s  i n  th e  h a n d l in g  of  m i l i t a r y  
p rob lem s .

D e n t i s t s ,  i n  World War I , i n  World War I I  and i n  
th e  Korean emerg en cy ,  have met th e  f u l l  c a l l  o f  t h e i r  
coun try  and th e  r e a l  needs of  th o s e  who a re  s e r v in g  
t h e i r  c o u n try  as f i g h t i n g  men. D e n t i s t s  have n o t  been 
w i l l i n g ,  how ever , a f t e r  the  p r o f l i g a t e  w aste  of h e a l t h  
p e r s o n n e l  manp ower  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m i l i t a r y  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  d u r in g  wo r l d  War I I ,  t o  meet every  whim dreamed 
up by a m i l i t a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  to  in c r e a s e  the  s i z e  of 
h i s  work f o r c e , o f t e n  a t  n e e d le s s  expense of the  c i v i l i a n s  
who a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  to  the  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e .

Two y e a r s  ago the  m i l i t a r y  asked f o r  a compulsory 
d r a f t  a c t  f o r  d e n t i s t s  and p h y s i c i a n s  to  meet an emergency. 
Today, two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  m i l i t a r y  a re  a g a in  a sk in g  f o r  
renew al of t h i s  a c t . In  th e  in t e r v e n i n g  two y e a r s ,  
the  m i l i t a r y  has dem ons tra ted  i t s  incompetence i n  a r r i v ­
ing  a t  th e  s o l u t i o n o f  a problem which i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  
the  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  of a l l  of  the  n a t i o n .

The h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s  and a l l  c i t i z e n s  have a r i g h t  
to  ask w he ther  incompe t e n t  p la n n in g  on the  p a r t  o f  th e  
m i l i t a r y  j u s t i f i e s  charges  a g a i n s t  the  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s .  
Admiral Pugh has  done a d i s t i n c t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  a l l  men 
and women who a re  engaged i n  a c t u a l  f i g h t i n g .

Congress shou ld  be asked a t  once t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  
th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  which su r ro u n d  t h i s  c o n fe s s io n  o f  
f a i l u r e  on th e  p a r t  of  the  m i l i t a r y  concerned w i th  th e  
h e a l t h  o f  th o se  who a re  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .
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