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93rd ANNUAL SESSION - ST. LOUIS, MO. - Sept. 8 to 11

ada News Letter
V ol. 5, No. 18 -  Sept. 1, 1952

MORE THAN 10,000 EXPECTED TO ATTEND 93RD ANNUAL SESSION OF A.D.A. 
OPENING SEPT. 8 - -  MANY SPECIAL EVENTS PLANNED FOR ST. LOUIS MEETING

Dentists from  all parts o f the nation w ill be arriv ing  in St. Louis next week for the 93rd 
annual sess ion  of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , opening M onday, Sept. 8. Advance r e s e r v a 
tions indicate an attendance of m ore  than 10,000 at the fo u r- day m eeting, accord in g  to D r. 
Henry F . W esthoff, of St. L ou is, general chairm an of lo ca l arrangem en ts. The House of D e le 
gates w ill m eet at the Hotel Jefferson , beginning at 9:30 a.m . Monday (see  below ) and the s c ie n 
tific  p rogram  w ill be at nearby K iel Auditorium , starting at 10 a .m . M onday. D r. L eR oy M. 
Ennis, o f Philadelphia, A .D .A . president, w ill p reside  at the general m eeting scheduled for 
8 p .m . Tuesday, Sept. 9, in the Gold R oom  of the Jefferson . Harold E. Stassen, president o f the 
U niversity of Pennsylvania, w ill speak. The m eeting is open to all individuals attending the 
annual sess ion . Under the d irection  o f D r. W illiam  A . G arrett, of Atlanta, G a., chairm an of the 
A .D .A . Council on Scientific Session , an unusually com prehensive scien tific  p rogram  w ill be 
presented this yea r. E very  phase o f dentistry w ill be d iscussed  by som e 60 essay ists  at 11 
separate scien tific  sections and, as an innovation, a ll scien tific  sections w ill be com bined at 
9:30 a .m . W ednesday, Sept. 10, for  joint panel sess ion s  on the use of antibiotics in dentistry and 
the ro le  of ora l fo ca l infection . The scien tific  program  w ill a lso  include 15 co lo r  te lev is ion  
c lin ics , a continuous program  of 31 scien tific  film s , som e 200 table c lin ics  and 50 scien tific  
exhibits. R eg istration  for convention v is itors  w ill begin at 10 a .m . Sunday, Sept. 7, in the ticket 
lobby of K iel Auditorium  and specia l reg istra tion  for delegates and alternate delegates w ill 
open at 9 a .m . Sunday on the m ezzanine of the Jefferson .

40 RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED 
FOR HOUSE OF DELEGATES

D r. H arry Lyons, of R ichm ond, V a ., speaker of 
the House of D elegates, w ill ca ll the 381 d e le 
gates to order at 9:30 a .m . Monday, Sept. 8, in 

the Gold R oom  of the Jefferson . Follow ing an invocation by the M ost R ev . C harles H. H elm sing, 
auxiliary bishop o f St. L ou is, a w elcom e to the A ssocia tion  w ill be extended by M ayor Joseph M. 
D arst, o f St. L ou is, and D r. W esthoff. The presiden t' s annual rep ort w ill be presented by D r. 
Ennis. Am ong other speakers at the opening sess ion  w ill be M aj. Gen. G eorge E. A rm stron g , 
su rgeon -gen era l of the A rm y, and D r. Edward J. M cC orm ick , of T oledo, p res id en t-e le ct  of the 
A m erican  M edica l A ssocia tion . Three additional session s of the House of D elegates have been 
scheduled - -  for  1:3 0 p.m . Monday, 1: 30 p.m . W ednesday and 1:30 p .m . Thursday. A  num ber of 
m a jor  issues determ ining the cou rse  of dentistry next year w ill be considered , including the 
question of so c ia l secu rity  coverage for m em bers of the dental p ro fess ion  and the im pact o f the 
m ilitary  situation upon dentistry. To date, a total o f 40 resolu tions have been subm itted to D r. 
H arold Hillenbrand, of Chicago, A .D .A . se cre ta ry , fo r  action by the House of D elegates. An 
open hearing on extension of the specia l dentist-physician  draft act (Public Law 779) w ill be 
held at 3 p .m . Tuesday in the J e fferson ' s Gold R oom  under the auspices of the Special C om m it
tee on National E m ergen cy Dental S erv ice , headed by D r. Ennis. A ll interested m em bers  o f the 
A ssocia tion  are  invited to attend. Chiefs o f the m ilitary  dental se rv ice s  and D efense D epart
ment and S elective  S erv ice  o ffic ia ls  w ill be present. M em bers of the House of D elegates w ill 
a lso  se le ct  a m eeting p lace for 1955. The 1953 annual sess ion  w ill be held in Cleveland, 
Sept. 28-O ct. 1, and the 1954 sess ion  has been scheduled for M iam i, Nov. 8 - 11.
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ANNUAL PRESIDENT'S  DINNER 
IS ENTERTAINM ENT HIGHLIGHT

The annual p resid en t' s dinner in honor of D r. 
Ennis on W ednesday evening, Sept. 10, in the 
Gold R oom  of the H otel Jefferson  w ill highlight 

the entertainm ent program . Another sp ecia l feature w ill be a m oonlight cru ise  on the M is s is 
sippi, sponsored  by the host St. Louis Dental Society and planned for Monday, Sept. 8, aboard 
the S.S. A d m ira l. D r. Philip G. V ierh e ller , of St. Louis, is the entertainm ent chairm an. F or 
wom en v is ito rs , there w ill be a luncheon and style show on Tuesday, Sept. 9, at the Chase Club 
of the H otel Chase. On the same day, alumni luncheons w ill be held by the School of D entistry, 
St. Lou is U niversity, at the re fe c to ry  o f K iel Auditorium , and by the School o f Dentistry, 
W ashington U niversity (St. L ou is), at the Hotel D eSoto, and an alumni breakfast has been 
planned for the B a ltim ore College of Dental Surgery at the Hotel S tatler. A lum ni of the Chicago 
C ollege of Dental Surgery, Loyola U niversity, w ill have a breakfast on W ednesday, Sept. 10, at 
the Jefferson . In addition to a number of individual fratern ity  events, a luncheon w ill be held by 
the Interfratern ity Council on Monday, Sept. 8, at the Jefferson . On Tuesday, dentists o f the 
Veterans A dm inistration  w ill have a luncheon at the Statler. V is itors  w ill a lso  take part in a 
num ber of radio and te lev ision  program s and in c iv ic  program s in the city. The Kiwanis Club 
w ill hear D r. G erald D. Tim m ons, of Philadelphia, dean of the Tem ple U niversity Dental School, 
on Thursday, Sept. 11. On the sam e day, M r. Jam es Robinson, of L os A ngeles, executive s e c r e 
tary of the Southern California State Dental A ssocia tion , w ill address the St. Lou is R otary Club. 
D r. A lfred  E. S eyler, d irector  o f the C hildren ' s C lin ic at the U niversity of D etroit School o f 
D entistry, w ill speak at a noon m eeting of the St. Louis O ptim ists Club on Friday, Sept. 5. 
Special arrangem ents have a lso  been m ade for sigh t-seeing  tours.

P R E -SESSION CONFERENCES 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPT. 6 & 7

F or the weekend preceding the opening of the 
annual sess ion , a num ber of specia l events have 
been scheduled. On Saturday, Sept. 6, the 

A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Dental E ditors w ill m eet jointly with the A .D .A . Council on Journalism  
in R oom  One of the H otel Jefferson  with D r . D orothea F . Radusch, o f M inneapolis, and D r . 
C harles A . W ilk ie, o f Brooklyn, presid ing. Am ong the speakers w ill be Dr. J. C. A lm y Harding, 
editor o f the Journal o f the Southern C alifornia State Dental A sso c ia tio n ; D r. W illard Ogle, 
se cre ta ry -e d ito r  o f the Texas State Dental A ssocia tion ; M r. A lfred  F leishm an, public relations 
cou n selor; M r. L . A . Batterson, sa les m anager of Von Hoffmann P r e s s , and D r. Ralph Rosen, 
editor o f the St. Lou is Dental Society Bulletin. On the sam e day, the A .D .A . Council on Dental 
Health w ill hold its third annual con ference in the C rystal R oom  o f the Je fferson , F luoridation 
o f public water supplies and postpaym ent and prepaym ent plans w ill be the principal subjects. 
The m eeting is open to interested v is ito rs . On Sunday, Sept. 7, the annual a ll-d ay  con ference of 
the State Dental Society O fficers  w ill take p lace in the J e fferson 's  C rysta l R oom , with D r. Otto 
W. Brandhorst, o f St. L ou is, p resid en t-e le ct  o f  the A .D .A ., D r. Ennis and Dr. W. E arl e C raig, of 
Pittsburgh, 3rd D istr ict trustee, among the speakers. P resid ing w ill be D r. John B. Benediktson, 
o f Oakland, Cal . Other speakers w ill include D r. James E . W eedin, of St. L ou is; D r. Henry E. 
K elly , o f C leveland; D r. John A bel, of B everly  H ills, C a l.; D r. John F risch , o f M adison, W is .; 
M iss  Helaine Levin , of Chicago; M r. John R ooks, of San F ra n cisco ; M r. Jam es Robinson, of L os 
A n geles ; D r. Ralph H. Cam pbell, of D etroit; D r. R u ssell W. Bunting, o f Ann A rb or , M ich ., and 
D r. David E. Hunn, of T roy , N .Y. A lso  on Sunday, the A .D .A . Council on Scientific Session  w ill 
have a breakfast with section  o ffice rs  at 8 a .m . at the H otel Statler and the A .D .A . Council on 
Constitution and Bylaws w ill m eet at 9 a .m . at the Jefferson .

MANY VISITORS FROM FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES TO BE A T  MEETING

A number o f  international v is itors  are expected 
to take part in the annual sess ion . They are: 
D r. Juuso K ivim aki, of Helsinki, president o f the 

Finnish Dental S ociety  and dean of the dental sch oo l at the U niversity of Finland; D r. M ichel 
D echaum e, of P a r is , p ro fe sso r  of c lin ica l stom atology at the Faculty of M edicine in P a ris ; Dr. 
W. G. C ro ss , p ro fe sso r  of periodontology and d irector  o f the Eastm an Dental H ospital in London, 
and M iss E. K now les, o f the B ritish  M inistry o f Health, London; D r. Julio N igaglioni, o f San 
Juan, president o f the Dental Society of Puerto R ico ; D r. A . D. L azarus, of Tegucigalpa, p r e s i
dent of the Honduras Dental A ssocia tion ; D r. Hans R . Muhlemann, of Switzerland, lectu rer at 
the U niversity o f Zurich , and D r. Rom an S. de Lascurain , president of the M exican Dental A s s o 
ciation, and D rs . R oberto  W oodworth and C . J. Cornish, a lso  of M exico .
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FORMAL NOTICES OF NEW ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE POLICY 
WILL BE MAILED TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION NEXT WEEK

A ll A ssocia tion  m em bers next week w ill re ce iv e  an announcement giving com plete details 
of a lo w -co s t  health and accident insurance p o licy  providing cash  d isability  paym ents up to 
$ 4 00 a month. The insurance w ill be m ade available to m em bers o f the A ssocia tion  on an in
dividual non -term inable basis . T here w ill be a tw o-m onth 's enrollm ent p eriod . Announcem ent 
of the plan was m ade by D r. Paul W. Zillm ann, o f Buffalo, chairm an of the A .D .A . Council on 
Insurance, after its approval by the A sso cia tio n ' s Board of T ru stees. (See A .D .A . News L ette r , 
A p ril 1, 1952.) The p o licy  w ill be w ritten through the National Casualty Com pany of D etroit. 
D r. Zillm ann em phasized that the new insurance, as approved, is not intended to con flict with 
insurance plans available through constituent and component s o c ie t ie s . "It is not the intention 
to suggest the discontinuance of existing accident and health plans in any state or lo ca l dental 
society  but rather to consider the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  po licy  as a basic  plan to supple
ment other coverages  a lready in fo r c e ,"  he said.

RATES VARY BY AGE GROUPS, 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF COVERAGE

Sem i-annual prem ium  rates w ill vary  by age 
groups and total amount o f insurance protection . 
F or the $100 per month d isability  benefits plus 

$3 ,000  accidental death and $5,000 dism em berm ent benefits, the sem i-annual prem ium s w ill be 
$16 .05 up to age 50, $18 .30  for  ages 51 to 60, and $22 .80  for ages 60 to 65. F or the m axim um  
$400 d isability benefits per month and $20 ,000 dism em berm ent benefits, the sem i-annual p r e 
m ium  would range from  $58 .35 for  dentists under 50 years of age to $85 .35  fo r  dentists b e 
tween the ages o f 60 to 65. D r. Z illm ann explained that one-ha lf o f the total num ber of A s s o 
ciation m em bers m ust agree to accept the p o licy  before  the insurance w ill becom e e ffective  for  
the im paired r isk s . The com pany, how ever, already has p o lic ies  in good standing fo r  m ore  
than 10,000 dentists in the states of C alifornia, Utah, Nevada, New Jersey  and New Y ork . These 
w ill be counted in reaching the required  50 per cent participation  am ong A .D .A . m em b ers .

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION NOT 
REQUIRED UNDER THE PLAN

Under the plan, total d isability  is defined as 
inability to p ra ctice  the dental p ro fess ion . No 
physical exam ination is requ ir e d fo r  the in su r

ance and fu ll benefits are  paid regard less  o f other d isability insurance. Once issued, the p o licy  
can be term inated only by non-paym ent o f  prem ium , by retirem ent from  the dental p ro fession , 
o r  by fa ilure to retain  m em bership  in the A .D .A . Under the accident p rov is ion s , fu ll m onthly 
benefits are paid up to a lim it of 60 months from  the firs t  day of d isability . O ne-half the 
m onthly benefit up to a lim it of s ix  months is paid fo r  partial d isability . M onthly benefit pay
m ents on total or partial d isability  com bined are paid up to 60 m onths. Under the sickness 
clause, the individual can rece ive  the fu ll m onthly benefit for total d isability  up to 24 m onths, 
com m encing with the eighth day of d isability . House confinem ent is not requ ired . It was pointed 
out that although the age lim it for acceptance of r isks is the 65th birthday, there is no term in a 
tion on age lim it for renewal once the policy  is issued.

NEW DENTAL DIRECTORY TO LIST 91,000 MEMBERS OF PROFESSION

An estim ated 91, 000 m em bers of the dental p ro fess ion  in the United States and its t e r r ito 
r ie s  w ill be listed  in the 1953 edition o f the A m erican  Dental D irectory  to be issued in D e ce m 
ber, 1952. The new publication, w ill be available at a specia l p r ice  o f $6  if o rd ered  be fore  
O ct. 1. The p r ice  w ill be $7 .50  after O ct. 1. A s in the previous edition, issued  in 1950, nam es 
w ill be listed  both alphabetically and by state and city, and additional in form ation  to be carr ied  
about each dentist w ill include the character o f his p ractice , his sch oo l of dentistry, the year of 
his graduation and his m em bersh ip  or  non -m em bersh ip  in the A .D .A . The new edition w ill a lso  
include a specia l re fe ren ce  section  containing lis ts  o f state socie ties  and o ffic e r s ; state boards 
o f dental exam iners, including licensu re requirem ents; state dental d ire c to rs ; co lleges  o f den
tistry  and dental hygiene; dental assistant and dental laboratory  technician sch oo ls ; specia lty  
boards, and national dental associations of the w orld . O rders for  the new d ire cto ry  should be 
placed with the A .D .A . O rder Departm ent, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11.
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FLUORIDATION OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIES STARTED IN SAN FRANCISCO

F luoridation  of public water supplies was started M onday (Aug. 25) in San F ra n cisco , the 
sixth largest m etropolitan  area in the United States. An estim ated 80 per cent or 650,000 of 
the c ity 's  800,000 population is being served  by the procedu re , w hich is d irected  at residentia l 
a rea s . Two specia l feeder plants have been constructed to treat 42 m illion  gallons of the c ity ' s 
83 m illion  daily average water consum ption with sodium  s ilico flu o r id e . M ost of the n o n -flu o ri
dated water is used by industries. An estim ated $40 ,000 was spent fo r  equipment. Inaugura
tion o f the program  clim axed a cam paign led by the C alifornia State Dental A ssocia tion  and the 
San F ra n cis co  Dental Society and follow ed a referendum  on the m easu re held last N ovem ber. 
A t that tim e, the city voted 114 ,125 to 88,377 in favor o f fluoridation . (See A .D .A . News L etter, 
N ov. 15, 1951). The San F ra n cisco  program  is exceeded in s ize  only by that in the D istrict of 
C olum bia, which provides fluoridated water for  nearly  1 m illion  p e rso n s . In another part o f 
C a liforn ia , the city of Antioch with a population o f 11,000 persons began fluoridation of its water 
supply Aug. 20. The cost of the installation was $ 3,700. Two other C alifornia cities  - -  R io  
V ista and M organ H ill - -  have placed the program  in operation . A c r o s s  the country on the east 
coast, the city of P rov iden ce, R .I., began the procedure Aug. 13, using sodium  s ilico flu orid e . 
The p rogram  a lso  serv es  five nearby towns for a total population of nearly  400,000. The towns 
include Cranston, W arw ick, Johnston, North P roviden ce and Sm ithfield.

NEWBURGH-KINGSTON REPORT 
SHOWS NEW DROP IN CARIES

A new report was issued on the Newburgh- 
Kingston study. In Newburgh, N .Y ., w here 
fluoridation  started in 1945, an o v e r -a ll  47 per 

cent reduction  in dental ca ries  among elem entary sch ool ch ildren  was found as com pared with 
ch ildren  in Kingston, N .Y ., 30 m iles  away w here the water is not fluoridated. D r. Herman E. 
H illeboe, state health co m m iss ion er , said that among children  who had been given fluoridated 
w ater s ince birth, the reduction in tooth decay reached 66 per cent. D r. H illeboe em phasized 
that carefu l physical examinations during the study " revea l absolutely  no harm ful e ffects  from  
drinking fluoridated w ater." In addition to Newburgh, m ore  than 300,000 persons in 12 co m 
m unities in New Y ork  state are served  by fluoridated w ater, including Schenectady, New 
R och elle , B ronxville , Pelham , Pelham  M anor, North Pelham , E astch ester, Tuckahoe, Olean, 
W estfield , C arle P lace  and G loversv ille . The program  has been approved in 14 other c ities  and 
towns in the state. The N ewburgh-Kingston report rece ived  w idespread ed itoria l com m ent. 
"N o evidence has yet been forthcom ing that the addition of fluoride in the proper amount does 
any h a rm ," the New Y ork  Tim es said. "T h ere  is no doubt that the flu orides are tox ic . So is 
com m on table salt in large am ounts. It seem s that the m ed ica l evidence is a ll in favor of 
fluoridation  and that those who oppose it re ly  m ore  on their natural conservatism  than on d irect 
c lin ica l p roo f of h arm ." The New Y ork  H erald Tribune re fe rre d  to a recom m endation for flu o
ridation in a recent com prehensive rep ort on the c ity 's  health departm ent (see A .D .A . News 
L e tte r , A p ril 15, 1952) and added that " it 's  high tim e for  action."

NAVY DENTAL SERVICE MARKS 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING
The Navy Dental C orps m arked  the 40th anniversary of its founding last week. It was on 

Aug. 22, 1912, that C ongress passed an A ct authorizing the appointment of "not m ore  than 30 
assistant dental surgeons" to provide dental ca re  for the Navy and M arine C orps. The Corps 
itse lf  was o ffic ia lly  designated as such in 1916. In the K orean w ar, awards have been con ferred  
on 15 Navy dental o ffic e rs  serving with the M arines. R ear Adm . Daniel W. Ryan, ch ief o f the 
Navy Dental C orps, has extended his "w arm est congratulations and deep appreciation  of their 
splendid perform an ce  of duty" to a ll Navy dental personnel.

DENTAL DIVISIONS TO TAKE PART IN ANNUAL MEDICO-MILITARY SYMPOSIUM

F or the f ir s t  tim e, the dental corps of the arm ed se rv ice s  w ill participate in the annual 
M ed ico -M ilita ry  Sym posium  for the A rm ed  F o rce s  to be held this year from  O ct. 20 through 25 
at the U.S. Navy H ospital in Philadelphia. Capt. Clay A . Boland, head o f the reserv e  branch of 
the Navy Dental C orps, w ill p resid e  at the dental session s the afternoons of O ct. 21 and 23. 
E ssay ists  w ill include D r. L eR oy M. Ennis, of Philadelphia, A .D .A . president; Col. Jack B. 
Caldw ell, o f Washington, D .C .; C m drs. John V. N iiranen and R obert A . Colby, both of Bethesda, 
M d.; D r. Jam es R .  Cam eron, of Philadelphia, and D r. H erbert K. C ooper, of L ancaster, Penn.
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