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93rd ANNUAL SESSION - ST. LOUIS, MO. - Sept. 8 to 11

ada News Letter
Vol. 5 No. 15, -  July 15, 1952

NEW DRAFT ORDER ISSUED FOR 90 DENTISTS TO REPORT IN SEPTEMBER; 
" BARE POSSIBILITY" THAT SOME PRIORITY in MEN WILL BE INCLUDED

The Departm ent o f D efense last week requested Selective S ervice  to issue draft notices to 
90 dentists and 355 physicians during Septem ber. Selective S erv ice  o ffic ia ls  said today that 
they " hoped" all of the dentists covered  by the new order would com e from  P r io r it ie s  I and II. 
They said, how ever, that there is a "bare  p oss ib ility " that som e o f the 90 m ight be se lected  
from  the youngest group in P r io r ity  III. V irtually all o f the dentists c la ss ified  in P r io r ity  I 
have either been ca lled  up for active duty or d e ferred  and the re se rv o ir  o f P r io r ity  II dentists 
is a lm ost exhausted. (P r io r ity  I dentists are those who rece ived  at least part o f their p ro 
fession a l training at governm ent expense or who w ere deferred  during W orld  War II to co m 
plete their p rofession a l education and who since have had less  than 90 days active serv ice . 
P r io r ity  II includes those s im ila rly  trained or d eferred  but who have had m ore than 90 days 
but less  than 21 months active se rv ice . P r io r ity  III dentists are those without m ilitary  serv ice  
since Sept. 16, 1940, who are under the age of 51 years.) A ll 90 dentists covered  in the 
Septem ber order w ill be assigned to the A ir  F o rce  along with 175 physicians. The rem aining 
180 physicians covered  in the new order w ill be assigned to the A rm y. L ast May, Selective 
S ervice d irected  loca l draft boards to begin c lassify in g  P r io r ity  III dentists who w ere born  on 
or after May 1, 1917. Additional ca lls  for dental o ffice rs  are expected fo r  the fa ll months as 
a resu lt o f the increasing number of reserv e  dental o ffice rs  who w ill becom e e lig ib le  fo r  d is 
charge after com pleting their scheduled tours o f duty. A pproxim ately 540 reserv e  dental 
o ffice rs  w ill be e lig ib le  for  re lease between now and the end of the year, it is  estim ated by 
defense o ffic ia ls .

DENTISTS HOLD RIGHT TO 
A P P E A L  CLASSIFICATION

M eanwhile, the A .D .A. Special Com m ittee on 
National E m ergency Dental S erv ice  said den
tists c la ss ified  as specia l registrants under the 

dentist-physician  draft law have the same right of appeal as do general registrants. In a m em 
orandum to state soc ie tie s  and deans of dental sch ools, M r. F ran cis J. G arvey, executive 
secretary  of the Special Com m ittee, pointed out that a draft c la ssifica tion  m ay be appealed to 
a state appeal board  by the registrant, his dependents and any person  who requested the o ccu 
pational deferm ent of the registrant p rior to his c lassifica tion . Appeals m ay a lso  be taken by 
the governm ent appeal agent. Although an appeal m ay not be made from  his p r iority  status, a 
registrant m ay question his p riority  at the time he appeals his draft c la ssifica tion , the m em 
orandum said. "T h is  question is particu larly  im portant at the present tim e when loca l boards 
are classify in g  individuals in P r io r ity  III and in som e instances are d iscoverin g  inform ation 
indicating that the registrant was deferred  from  serv ice  in W orld War II and on account of such 
inform ation are rec lass ify in g  the registrant into P r io r ity  I," the m em orandum  said. A  r e g is 
trant c la ss ified  as I -A  (available for m ilitary  se rv ice ), I -A O (conscientious ob jectors  available 
for  noncombatant m ilitary  serv ice ) or I-O  (conscientious ob jectors  available for  specia l c iv il
ian work) m ay appeal the state board ' s d ecision  to the P resident of the United States if  one or 
m ore m em bers o f the appeal board dissented from  his c lassifica tion .
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LIST NEW RULE FOR DEFERM ENT 
OF ESSENTIAL PR A CTITIONERS

Dentists and physicians d e ferred  on the 
grounds they are essentia l to com m unity health 
serv ice  cannot be d e ferred  for m ore than six  

months unless supporting loca l agencies produce evidence that attempts have been made to 
secu re rep lacem ents for  the essentia l p ra ctit ion ers . The National A d v isory  Com m ittee to the 
Selective S erv ice  System  has requested that this rule, now in use in Illinois, be adopted by all 
State A d v isory  C om m ittees. Under the new rule, deferm ents of s ix  months can be granted to 
essentia l dentists and physicians with the understanding that the Cham ber of C om m erce , m ayor 
or w hatever organization  has supported the essentia lity  m ust show evidence in w riting at the 
end o f six  months as to their e fforts  to obtain som eone to p ractice  in that com m unity. U nless 
such evidence is  submitted, the deferm ent w ill not be renewed, the National Com m ittee said. 
Evidence would con s ist  o f placing advertisem ents in p rofession a l journals, com m unicating 
with p lacem ent agencies and sim ilar activ ities .

DELANEY COMMITTEE IGNORES RECOMMENDATIONS OF NATION'S  LEADING 
HEALTH AND SCIENTIFIC AGENCIES; URGES CAUTION ON FLUORIDATION

The specia l House Com m ittee to Investigate the Use of C hem icals in Foods and C osm etics  
subm itted a rep ort to the U.S. House of R epresentatives last week on the fluoridation  of public 
w ater supplies. A s was anticipated, the rep ort ignored the recom m endations o f leading 
health and scien tific  agencies and was vaguely negative in its findings. The seven-m an com 
m ittee, headed by Rep. Delaney (D ., N .Y .), recom m ended that com m unities ex e rc ise  caution 
in adopting fluoridation . "The com m ittee is o f the view that a su fficient number of unanswered 
questions concern ing the safety o f this program  exists as to w arrant a conservative attitude," 
the rep ort said. During its m onth-long hearings on the subject, the com m ittee was cr it ic ize d  
for  its favorable reception  to w itnesses opposing fluoridation and its open hostility to re p re 
sentatives of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  and other of the nation' s leading health organ
izations, a ll o f which endorsed fluoridation . Rep. M iller (R ., N eb.), who originally  advocated 
fluoridation  o f public water supplies in the D istr ict  o f Colum bia, filed  a separate report 
urging delay in adoption of the procedu re. Neither rep ort contained any recom m endations for 
federa l legislation .

A .D .A . SCIENTISTS REITERATE 
ENDORSEMENT OF FLUORIDATION

A .D .A . scien tists, after a carefu l study o f the 
report, re iterated  their endorsem ent of flu or 
idation as a safe and e ffective  health procedure. 

The A .D .A . spokesm an pointed out that the report of the com m ittee was an apparent m inority  
opinion o f the full House of R epresentatives which previously  had approved fluoridation for the 
D istr ict  o f Colum bia. F luoridation of public w ater supplies in the D istr ict  is  now in operation. 
(See A .D .A . News L etter, July 1, 1952.) " The validity of a scien tific  d iscov ery  cannot be 
determ ined by a show of hands am ong m em bers of a C ongressional com m ittee ," o ffic ia ls  of 
the C ouncils on Dental Health and Dental Therapeutics declared . " The scien tific  facts on flu or 
idation speak for them selves. They w ere recogn ized  and accepted  by every  im portant national 
organization  concerned  with public health and m edical and dental p ra c tice ."  A .D .A  o ffic ia ls  
noted that the rep ort was in open contradiction  to the findings of the National R esearch  Council, 
an agency created  by the U.S. C ongress sp ecifica lly  for  the purpose of advising the federa l 
governm ent on m atters of scien tific  consideration . The National R esearch  Council last winter 
issued  a rep ort recom m ending and endorsing the fluoridation of com m unity water supplies. 
(See A .D .A . News L etter, D ec. 1, 1951.) In addition to the National R esearch  Council and the 
A .D .A ., fluoridation  has been approved by such other organizations as the A m erican  M edical 
A ssocia tion , the A m erican  Public Health A ssocia tion , the U.S. Public Health Service, State and 
T e rr ito r ia l Health O ffice rs , the In ter-A ssocia tion  Com m ittee on Health and other leading 
national organizations.

MEASURE CONTINUES TO GAIN; 
NOW IN 349 U.S. COMMUNITIES

Fluoridation continued to gain. By last week, 
349 cities  throughout the United States w ere 
fluoridating their w ater supplies. Outside the 

bord ers  of the country, a program  was underway to place fluoridation  in operation in the Latin 
A m erican  city of San Jose, capital o f Costa R ica . The c ity 's  population of 80,000 persons is
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A.D.A. RELIEF FUND CONTRIBUTIONS REACH RECORD HIGH OF $94 ,199. 56

A record to ta l o f  $94,199.56 was contributed to the 1951-52 R elie f Fund campaign, 
Dr. Leo W. Kremer, o f Chicago, chairman o f  the A.D.A. Council on R elie f, announced 
this week. The campaign ended July 1 . The fin a l figure was nearly $3,000 ahead o f 
last year's to ta l. During the last week o f the campaign, Utah, with a group contri
bution o f $536, became the 32nd society  to exceed it s  quota. Others which topped the 
100 per cent mark include Air Force, Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Southern 
California, Colorado, Delaware, D istrict o f Columbia, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, M ississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Panama Canal Zone, 
Tennessee, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming. Contributions by constituent 
societies  and the per cent o f  quota follow :

TO JULY 1
1951-52 
QUOTAS

CONTRI
BUTIONS

PCT

Air Force $ 460.00 494.75 107. 6
Alabama 740.00 1616. 00 218.4
Alaska 40. 00 80. 00 200.0
Arizona 260.00 500. 00 192.3
Arkansas 480. 00 484 .50 100. 9
Army 480. 00 356.50 74.3
California 3540.00 3234.00 91.4
California, So. 4340 . 00 9625. 50 221.8
Colorado 940. 00 1001.50 106. 5
Connecticut 1910. 00 1719.50 90.0
Delaware 150.00 155.00 103.3
D ist. o f  Col, 840.00 1304 .50 155.3
Florida 1180.00 1155.50 97.9
Georgia 1020. 00 1170.40 114. 7
Hawaii 350. 00 382.00 109.1
Idaho 260. 00 269. 00 103.5
I llin o is 7750.00 6976.00 90.0
Indiana 2280. 00 2383.50 104 .5
Iowa 1900. 00 1581.06 83.2
Kansas 1060. 00 837. 30 79.0
Kentucky 1060. 00 1100. 00 103.8
Louisiana 1010. 00 776. 25 76.9
Maine 450.00 348. 50 77.4
Maryland 1010.00 1068.00 105.7
Massachusetts 3780. 00 3820. 90 101.1
Michigan 3900.00 3340. 65 85.7
Minnesota 2970. 00 2628.35 88.5
M ississippi 530. 00 531.34 100.3
Missouri 2550. 00 2109.85 82. 7
Montana 360.00 399.15 110. 9

TO JULY 1
1951-52 
QUOTAS

CONTRI
BUTIONS PCT

Navy $ 850. 00 426.50 50.2
Nebraska 1100. 00 1121.68 102.0
Nevada 90.00 79.50 88.3
New Hampshire 300.00 316.00 105. 3
New Jersey 4110. 00 4250.25 103.4
New Mexico 200.00 206.50 103.3
New York 15620.00 10756. 50 68.9
No. Carolina 1250.00 1345.00 107.6
North Dakota 330. 00 499.00 151.2
Ohio 4940.00 4l 5 l . 90 84 .0
Oklahoma 880.00 1 1 5 4 .0 0 131.1
Oregon 1170. 00 1271.50 108.7
Panama C. Z. 20.00 24.00 120.0
Pennsylvania 7190.00 5179.08 72. 0
P.H. Service 240.00 133.50 55.6
Puerto Rico 280. 00 87.00 31.1
Rhode Island 550. 00 480.00 87.3
So. Carolina 430.00 253.50 59.0
South Dakota 340.00 223.00 65.6
Tennessee 1110. 00 1517.25 136. 7
Texas 3010. 00 2029.60 67.4
Utah 480.00 741.00 154.4
Vermont 190.00 125.00 65.8
Vet. Admin. 990.00 388.00 39.2
Virginia 1120.00 903.50 80.7
Washington 1690. 00 1942. 50 114 .9
West Virginia 770.00 847.00 110.0
Wisconsin 2990.00 2095. 80 70.1
Wyoming 160. 00 175.00 109.4
Miscellaneous 27.00

Total $100,000.00 $94,199.56
94 .2

HBB: 912
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notable fo r  its high incidence of dental ca r ie s . The U.S. Public Health S erv ice  w ill supervise 
the purchase and installation of equipment and train operating personn el. In Puerto R ic o , a 
s ix -y ea r  program  for  fluoridation  in all 76 com m unities of the area with central water system s 
is expected to be launched Within a y ea r , accord in g  to D r. Jose M. G onza les , of the Puerto 
R ican Departm ent of Health. The program  ca lls  for  the m easure to be adopted in several 
com m unities at a tim e over the s ix -yea r  p eriod  until nearly 1 m illion  p e rso n s , 42 per cent 
of the island ' s population, are served  by fluoridated  water.

V.A. EXTENDS DENTAL TREATMENT ALTHOUGH FUNDS ARE CUT $5 MILLION
A change in regulations to perm it extended outpatient treatm ent o f K orean veterans for 

dental and m edica l d isabilities has been announced by the Veterans A dm inistration . The new 
procedure perm its treatm ent for presum ed serv ice -con n ected  d isab ilities  before  final d eter
m ination is  made as to whether the d isabilities actually are serv ice -con n ected . It is  sim ilar 
to the system  that was p laced  in operation at the end of W orld War II. H ow ever, the extent to 
which the lib era lized  p o licy  can be put into e ffe ct  was questioned last week as ob serv ers  noted 
that the new 1952-53 budget for the Veterans Adm inis tration w ill cut an estim ated $5 m illion  
from  the funds fo r  dental se rv ice s . Waiting lis t  backlogs w ere expected  to be in creased  under 
the " home town c a r e " p rogram , for which an estim ated $ 2 3, 500, 000 is  available. The total was 
estim ated at $ 1 6 m illion  short o f m eeting needs fo r  all eligib le applicants for  dental care 
through the fis ca l year ending next June 30. To be eligib le fo r  dental treatm ent under the new 
V.A . ruling, a veteran m ust have had at least 12 months of active serv ice  and m ust file  his 
application within 12 months of his re lea se . H ow ever, the V .A . announcement said , the r e 
placem ent of m issing teeth would be authorized " only as may be n ecessa ry  for  the corre ct io n  
of defects for which serv ice -con n ection  already has been established." O therw ise, the 
announcement said , the application would be approved for treatm ent of dental d isord ers  shown 
to have existed  within a year from  the date o f the veteran ' s d ischarge from  serv ice .

NEW YORK REJECTS PROPOSAL TO FORM COMMERCIAL DENTAL CARE PLAN

A proposal to allow  com m ercia l insurance corporations in New Y ork  state to provide den
tal serv ice  under a group insurance plan has been re jected  by A ttorney G eneral N .L. G oldstein. 
The proposal would have perm itted insurance com panies to contract with dentists for dental 
care benefits to insured p erson s. It w as pointed out that the ruling does not a ffect n on -p ro fit 
prepaym ent dental plans such as those sponsored  by dental so c ie tie s . In an opinion asked by 
the state 's  insurance departm ent, M r . G oldstein  ruled such a program  would be illega l. It 
would lim it the patients choice of dentists to those under contract to the com pany, he stated, 
and would em power a corporation  to enter the p ractice  of dentistry. " The v ices  o f such an 
arrangem ent with resp ect to p ractice  o f a p riv ileged  p rofession  entailing a high degree of p e r 
sonal con fiden ce, sk ill and re sponsib ility , are obvious,"  he said. E a rlier  this y e a r , G overnor 
Dewey vetoed a b ill to allow  insurance com panies to contract with dentists on the grounds that 
" it would perm it insurance com panies to go into the business of p racticin g  den tistry ."

NEW A.D.A. RESEARCH ASSOCIATE NAMED TO BUREAU OF STANDARDS

Mr. John W. Stanford, an honor graduate in ch em istry  o f the U niversity of M aryland, has 
been appointed as resea rch  associate  on the A . d .A. staff at the National Bureau of Standards. 
He rep laces M r. Aubrey C . Swaney who resigned . While attending the un iversity , M r. Stanford 
served  several months as a technical assistant at the Bureau. A s a resu lt o f this w ork , he 
collaborated  in a resea rch  rep ort on the p rop erties  o f se lf-cu rin g  resin s which was published 
in The A .D .A . Journal in M arch , 1952.

U. OF PENNSYLVANIA OFFERS TRAINING FOR RESEARCH TECHNICIANS

The U niversity o f Pennsylvania School o f D entistry has initiated a new cou rse  fo r  the 
training of technicians in the preparation  of ora l and dental tissues for h isto log ica l exam ination. 
The on e-year cou rse  is  supported by funds from  the O ffice  of Naval R esearch . A t p resen t, 
four students are enrolled  in the specia l cou rse . Individuals in terested  in this training m ay 
obtain additional in form ation from  D r. Paul E. B oy le , p ro fessor  o f ora l pathology, U niversity 
of Pennsylvania School of D entistry, 4001 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 4 , Penna.
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND CONFERS HONORARY DEGREE ON DR. HILLENBRAND

The National U niversity of Ireland last week con ferred  an honorary degree upon Dr. 
H arold Hillenbrand, o f Chicago, A .D .A . secre tary . The degree of m aster of dental surgery  
was bestowed by P rim e M inister Eamon de V alera , chancellor of the university, at ce re m o 
nies at Iveagh House in Dublin honoring 15 m en of scien ce , law and literature from  throughout 
the w orld . "D r . H illenbrand's w ork for the advancement of dentistry has gained for  him an 
international reputation," the citation said in part. "The National U niversity o f Ireland w ill 
be proud to add to its list o f graduates the name of so worthy and inspiring a representative 
of the great traditions of A m erican  d entistry ." D r. Hillenbrand is in Europe to attend the 11th 
International Dental C ongress to be held July 19 through 26 in London. He is  a m em ber of the 
executive council of the Federation  D entaire Internationale, sponsor of the C on gress. M ore 
than 300 U. S. dentists are expected to participate in sess ion s  of the C on gress.

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP REACHES RECORD HIGH OF 75,295

M em bership  in the A .D .A . in creased  1,500 during June to bring total m em bership  to 
75,295, an a ll-t im e  high for the f irs t  s ix  months o f the yea r. The June 30 figure represented 
a gain of 2,071 over the corresponding date last year. F u lly -p riv ileged  m em bers totaled 
65,647, an in crease  of 1,742 over last y ea r ' s figure. M em bership gains over 1951 w ere r e 
ported by 43 constituent socie ties  and all o f the federal se rv ice s  except the Veterans A dm in is
tration. Student m em bersh ip  a lso  continued at a re co rd  high, reaching 9,420 (up 337). M em 
bersh ip  in other ca tegories  was: a ffiliate, 213 (down 12); associa te , 7 (up 2), and honorary, 8 
(up 2).

INFORMATION BULLETIN ON DENTIST-LABORATORY RELATIONS PUBLISHED

A  new Inform ation Bulletin d iscussing the relations between the dental p ro fession  and the 
dental laboratory  cra ft was m ailed this week to all A .D .A . m em bers. Entitled "T he Dental 
P ro fe ss io n  and the L aboratory  C ra ft --A  D iscussion  of Mutual R espon sib ilities  and P ro b lem s,"  
it review s the growth of the dental laboratory  industry and d iscu sses  m ethods of controlling 
the illega l p ra ctice  of dentistry. Additional copies of the Bulletin m ay be obtained without 
charge from  the A .D .A . Bureau of P ublic Inform ation.

CANADA ESTABLISHES NATIONAL DENTAL EXAMINING BOARD

The Canadian governm ent has established a National Dental Examining Board sim ilar to 
the national board in the United States, the Canadian Dental A ssocia tion  has announced. The 
new organization, which has been approved by a ll Canadian p rov in ces , w ill hold its firs t  exam 
inations in the Spring of 1954, the A ssocia tion  reported . Since 1902, the Dental Council o f 
Canada has awarded certifica tes  to qualified dentists. H owever, not all the provinces r e c o g 
nized the certifica tion . The Council w ill be d issolved  in 1954.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

The Navy now has a m obile  dental c lin ic  operating in the front lines in K orea with the 
F irs t  M arine D ivision . The c lin ic  con sists  of three trucks and three tra ilers  staffed by three 
dental o ffice rs  and five  dental tech n ician s .… D r. Gustave Ratte, of Quebec, was installed as 
president of the Canadian Dental A ssocia tion  at its golden jub ilee m eeting at Vancouver. F or 
the past s ix  years he has been a m em ber o f the board of govern ors. N early  700 dentists w ere 
reg istered  at the m eetin g .…A s a tribute to D r. W illiam  J. G ies, a bronze plaque bearing his 
portra it was unveiled recently at the School of Dental and O ral Hygiene, Columbia U niversity. 
The name of D r. G ies, founder of the Journal o f Dental R esearch , has been perpetuated by the 
W illiam  J. G ies Foundation for the Advancem ent of D entistry, whose president is D r. Arthur H. 
M erritt, past president of the A .D .A .… D r. A llen  V. A stin  has been appointed d irector of the 
National Bureau of Standards. D r. A stin  has been on the Bureau staff since 1930, and since 
1951 has been associa te  d irector  … .D r. Paul E. B oyle, of Philadelphia, p ro fe sso r  of ora l path
ology at the U niversity of Pennsylvania School of D entistry, has been appointed a m em ber of 
the A m erican  Cancer S ociety 's  subcom m ittee on p rofession a l education.
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