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ada News Letter
V ol. 5, No. 3 -  Feb. 1, 1952

EXTENSIVE PROGRAMS WILL BE STAGED FROM COAST TO COAST NEXT MONDAY 
IN OBSERVANCE OF 4TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH DAY

The m ost extensive program s in the h istory  of National C h ildren 's Dental Health Day, 
sponsored by the A .D .A . and its severa l hundred constituent and com ponent so c ie tie s , w ill be 
presented next Monday and next week in specia l observances throughout the nation. The fourth 
annual observance w ill be highlighted by ch ild ren 's  parties, poster con tests, fre e  dental x -r a y  
exam inations o f  sch ool children, extensive new spaper, radio and te lev is ion  publicity, c lin ics  on 
pedodontics fo r  dentists, and other events all designed to stim ulate in terest in the dental health 
problem s o f children. A s a m eans of gauging the extent of the 1952 observan ces , the A .D .A . 
News L etter has m ade a cro ss -co u n try  check  (see  below) on National C h ildren 's  Dental Health 
Day program s in severa l o f the nation 's la rger  com m unities. S im ilar activ ities  are being 
planned for hundreds of other com m unities, both large and sm all, from  coast to coast. The 
ed itors o f the News Letter regret that space does not perm it a rep ort on a ll of these p rogram s.

C leveland. - -  A  fre e  party for thousands of sch ool children at the Public M usic Hall on 
Sunday (Feb. 3) and an a ll-d ay  essay  and clin ic  program  for dentists at the Hotel Hollenden on 
Monday w ill highlight the 12th annual C h ildren 's  Dental Health Day program  of the Cleveland 
Dental S ociety . A t the M usic Hall p rogram , specia l entertainment w ill be presented by the 
stars o f the TV program  " Super C ircu s ." F ree  toothbrushes w ill be distributed to the f ir s t  
2,000 children  arriv ing  at the hall and awards w ill be made to w inners of a dental poster con ­
test spon sored  by the socie ty  and the C leveland News and to winners in the s o c ie ty 's  mouth 
hygiene program  ca rried  out in lo ca l s ch oo ls . Seven lim ited attendance c lin ics  and three 
essay  p rogram s w ill be presented at the dental m eeting. A  proclam ation  calling on the public 
to cooperate in the observance has been issued  by M ayor Thomas A . Burke of C leveland.

New Y ork  City. - -  M ayor Vincent Im pellitteri and the five borough presidents have o f f i -  
c ia lly  procla im ed  F eb . 4 -8  as C h ildren 's Dental Health Week. Dentists of the F irs t , Second  
and Tenth D istr ict Dental S ocieties o f the State of New York w ill address all the public sch ools  

 and a num ber of paroch ial and private sch oo ls . C olor m ovies w ill be shown and m ore  than one 
m illion  p ieces  o f dental educational m ateria l w ill be distributed. Som e 20, 000 toothbrushes 
w ill be given away. F ree  bite-wing x -ra y s  w ill be taken at 22 health centers and at 103 h osp i­
ta ls . At the m a y o r ' s o ffice , the O ral Hygiene Com m ittee of G reater New Y ork, representing 

 the three s o c ie t ie s , w ill present banners to four sch ools which have ach ieved 100 per cent 
dental co rre ctio n . Scientific program s for dentists have a lso  been arranged. Several s co re  

 rad io and te lev ision  broadcasts, many of them network shows, w ill include dental health in fo r ­
m ation for  ch ildren  and their parents.

L os  A n geles . - -  An educational program  highlighted by new spaper publicity, radio and 
te lev ision  program s w ill m ark  Children ' s Dental Health Day. A  p ress  con feren ce  for  scien ce  
editors of the c ity ' s five  daily new spapers with m em bers of the dental p ro fess ion  has been 
held as a basis for a series  of a r t ic le s . Playing an active part in program  activ ities , in add i­
tion to the L os  A ngeles County Dental S ociety , is the Southern C aliforn ia unit o f the A m erican  
Society o f D entistry for  Children. D istribution of 1,500 posters to drug stores is being under­
taken by the Southern C alifornia R etail D ruggists A ssocia tion .
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St. L o u is . - -  A  total of 100, 000 dental health lea flets has been distributed to the sch ools 
by the St. Louis Dental Society for C h ildren 's  Dental Health Day. Additionally, 800 posters 
have been distributed to sch ools  and drug stores  and 400 display car ds have been placed in 
s treetca rs  and buses. Radio and te lev is ion  stations and new spapers are cooperating in the 
p rogram . The s o c ie ty ' s m eeting Feb. 4 w ill be open to the pu blic .

W ashington, D. C. - -  A  number of te lev is ion  program s has been arranged by the D istrict 
o f Colum bia Dental Society for Jan. 28 through Feb . 8 for C h ildren 's Dental Health Day. There 
w ill be d iscu ssion s  by Washington dentists, film s , spot announcements and actual c lin ics  and 
dem onstrations. F o r  Feb. 4, the so c ie ty 's  Dental Health Com m ittee is  sponsoring an a ll-d ay  
pedodontics m eeting at the Shoreham H otel. C iv ic  leaders w ill be specia l guests at a luncheon 
to d iscu ss  com m unity dental p rob lem s. In the afternoon, 10 table c lin ics  w ill be presented. 
A  speaker on pedodontics w ill address a dinner m eeting.

B oston. - -  Dental health educations program s have been planned by the M assachusetts 
Dental S ociety  in num erous com m unities in observance o f National C h ildren 's  Dental Health 
Day. T yp ica l o f the program s is that at L aw rence w here radio stations are  featuring dental 
health p rogram s, p osters  have been p laced  in lo ca l s tores , dentists w ill speak at lo ca l sch ools  
and be fore  P .T .A . groups and se rv ice  clubs, and lo ca l papers w ill ca rry  feature a rtic le s . The 
m ayor of L aw rence has procla im ed  Monday as Children ' s Dental Health Day. The Feb. 14 
m eeting of the lo ca l dental society  w ill be devoted to pedodontics.

San F ra n cis co . - -  "C h ild ren 's  Dental Health - -  a P roblem  and a Challenge" is the theme 
of the fourth annual ch ild ren 's  dental health con feren ce  to be held Feb. 4 at the St. F ran cis 
Hotel in San F ra n cis co  with seven leaders in dentistry, psych iatry, education and ch ildren 's  
prob lem s as speakers. The event w ill usher in C h ildren 's  Dental Health W eek which w ill be 
m arked by the distribution  of 265, 000 dental health education leaflets featuring the cartoon 
character "Sparkle P len ty ." A  total of 100,000 M other G oose rhym e booklets is  a lso  being 
distributed. Extensive radio and te lev is ion  program s have been planned.

P ittsburgh. - -  Through loca l new spapers and radio and te levision  stations, an extensive 
health education p rogram  in conjunction with C h ildren 's  Dental Health Day w ill be ca rr ied  to 
residents of the Pittsburgh area under the sponsorsh ip  of the O dontological Society of W estern 
Pennsylvania. A rrangem ents have a lso  been m ade for dental speakers at m eetings o f se rv ice  
clubs, w om en ' s clubs and P .T .A . groups. Dentists w ill a lso  give dental health education talks 
in lo ca l sch oo ls .

New O rleans. - -  E m bossed cop ies of proclam ations issued by M ayor de L essep s  M orrison  
fo r  C h ildren ' s Dental Health Day are d isplayed in the c ity 's  four leading departm ent s to r e s . 
A ll the radio stations are  presenting talks by o ffic e rs  of the New O rleans Dental A ssocia tion . 
The pedodontics departm ent of L oyola  U niversity  School of D entistry w ill o ffer  a specia l radio 
program . A  te lev is ion  show w ill be presented in cooperation  with the c ity 's  recrea tion  depart­
m ent. N ew spapers are  carrying specia l s tor ies  for  the event.

Seattle. - -  B ecause the residents of Seattle w ill vote on the issue of water fluoridation for 
the city M arch 11, the Children ' s Dental Health Day Com m ittee is stressin g  fluoridation fo r  the 
observan ce . P osters  reading, "G ive the Kids a B reak - -  F lu oridate ," have been distributed 
throughout the city . Dentists have been appearing before  num erous groups to speak on the 
m easu re . M ost of the c ity 's  radio stations w ill present dental p rogram s Monday.

D enver. - -  Eight hundred orphans w ill be treated by m em bers of the Denver Dental A s s o ­
ciation  on C h ildren 's  Dental Health Day. The sch ools have com pleted a dental health jingle  
contest and are  now com peting in a dental health poster contest. P osters  w ill be displayed 
throughout the city. The Denver associa tion  w ill devote its monthly m eeting Feb. 14 to pedo­
d on tics .
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO RELIEF FUND REACH $78,533. - -  
$22,000 STILL NEEDED TO REACH NATIONAL QUOTA

Total contributions to the 1951- 52 Relief Fund campaign reached $78,533.10 on 
January 15. Nearly $22,000 in contributions are s t i l l  needed to reach the campaign' s 
goal of $100,000. Dr. Leo W. Kremer, chairman of the Council on Relief, again urged 
all dentists who have not yet contributed to mail their donations to the Central 
Office. To date, more than 25,000 individual contributions have been made to the 
Relief Fund this year. By mid- January, Alabama, with 207 per cent of its  quota 
contributed, and Alaska, with 200 per cent, held commanding leads over the rest of 
the nation in per capita contributions. Five additional states -  Southern Calif­
ornia, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico and Washington -  exceeded their quotas in the 
firs t half of January. In a ll, twelve societies have passed the 100 per cent mark. 
In addition to those named above, they include Hawaii, North Dakota, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee and Wyoming. Contributions by constituent societies follow:

TO JAN. 15
1951-52 
QUOTAS

CONTRI­
BUTIONS PCT

Air Force $ 460.00 $ 351.25 76.3
Alabama 740.00 1533. 00 207.2
Alaska 40. 00 80.00 200.0
Arizona 260.00 123. 00 47.3
Arkansas 480.00 439. 50 91. 6
Army 480.00 325. 00 67. 7
California 3540. 00 2997. 50 84 .7
California, So. 4340.00 5594.00 128.9
Colorado 940.00 584 .50 62.2
Connecticut 1910.00 1606.50 84 .1
Delaware 150.00 137.00 91.3
D ist. o f Col, 840.00 740.50 88.2
Florida 1180.00 1070.50 90.7
Georgia 1020.00 871.09 85.4
Hawaii 350.00 370.00 105.7
Idaho 260.00 257.00 98.8
I llin o is 7750.00 6509.00 84 .0
Indiana 2280.00 2266.50 99.4
Iowa 1900.00 1497. 65 78.8
Kansas 1060.00 815.30 76.9
Kentucky 1060.00 651.50 61.4
Louisiana 1010.00 659.25 65.3
Maine 450. 00 319. 50 71.0
Maryland 1010.00 1006.00 99.6
Massachusetts 3780.00 3008.00 79.6
Michigan 3900.00 3063.65 78.5
Minnesota 2970.00 2477.33 83.4
M ississippi 530.00 378.60 71.4
Missouri 2550.00 2024.50 79.4
Montana 360.00 364.15 101.2

TO JAN. 15
1951-52 
QUOTAS

CONTRI­
BUTIONS PCT

Navy $ 850.00 $ 356.50 41.9
Nebraska 1100.00 1105. 00 100.5
Nevada 90.00 69.50 77.2
New Hampshire 300. 00 271.00 90.3
New Jersey 4110.00 3624.50 88.2
New Mexico 200.00 200.50 100.3
New York 15620.00 8336.00 53.4
No. Carolina 1250.00 741.00 59.3
North Dakota 330.00 499.00 151.2
Ohio 4940.00 3686. 90 74.6
Oklahoma 880.00 1137.00 129.2
Oregon 1170.00 1149.00 98.2
Panama C. Z. 20.00 7.00 35.0
Pennsylvania 7190.00 4891. 08 68.0
P. H. Service 240.00 125.50 52.3
Puerto Rico 280.00 84.00 30.0
Rhode Island 550.00 437.00 79.5
So. Carolina 430.00 233.50 54.3
South Dakota 340. 00 221.00 65. 0
Tennessee 1110.00 1192.25 107.4
Texas 3010. 0 1919.60 63.8
Utah 480. 00 198.00 41.3
Vermont 190.00 103. 00 54.2
Vet. Admin. 990.00 344.00 34. 7
Virginia 1120.00 854. 50 76.3
Washington 1690.00 1776.00 105.1
West Virginia 770.00 643.00 83.5
Wisconsin 2990.00 1994.50 66.7
Wyoming 160.00 189. 00 118.1
Miscellaneous 23. 00

Totals $ 100,000. 00 $ 78,533.10 78. 5
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Portland. - -  Gov. Douglas M cKay of O regon and M ayor D orothy L ee of Portland have 
issued  proclam ations for  C h ildren 's  Dental Health Day. The O regon unit o f the A m erican  
Society  of D entistry for Children is in charge of Portland ' s p rogram  which includes new s­
paper a rtic le s  with specia l em phasis on benefits o f fluoridation, num erous radio broadcasts 
and poster d isp lays. A  radio play in connection with the observance has been presented  by 
the Sophom ore class  o f dental hygienists at the U niversity of O regon Dental School.

M iam i. - -  F luoridation  of public water supplies in M iam i w ill be em phasized for C h il­
dren ' s Dental Health Day. M iam i, which has approved fluoridation , is expected to com plete 
plans for  the procedure during the tim e of the observance. A  specia l publicity program  w ill 
herald the event.

N ashville . - -  The Fifth D istr ict Dental Society in cooperation  with the ladies auxiliary, 
the sch oo ls , P .T .A .s  and health departm ents and dairy councils o f N ashville and Davidson 
County has arranged an extensive program  for  C h ildren 's Dental Health W eek. A  num ber of 
talks to parents and children, free  dental exam inations, dem onstrations, w idespread poster 
d isp lays and many radio program s are among som e of the events planned fo r  the week.

DENTAL PROGRAM FOR UMT TRAINEES IS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS

A  recom m endation  that dental care  under U niversal M ilitary Training be lim ited  gen era lly  
to treatm ent required  to perm it corps  m em bers " to perform  their training duties e ffic ien tly  
and com fortab ly" was urged by an A .D.A. spokesm an in Washington, D. C ., last Tuesday (Jan. 
29). In testim ony before  the House A rm ed S erv ices  C om m ittee, which is  now considering  UMT 
p rop osa ls , Dr. C. W illard  C am alier, assistant A .D .A . secretary , said that the A ssocia tion  did 
not believe the governm ent should attempt to provide the same extensive dental ca re  fo r  UMT 
trainees as is now provided for  m em bers of the arm ed s e r v ic e s . He said that an extensive 
program  of dental rehabilitation for  UMT enrollees would take a d isproportionate amount of 
tim e and would requ ire  large num bers of additional dentists. Instead, D r. C am alier said the 
A .D .A . favored  a program  under which each trainee would be given com plete ora l exam inations 
on induction and d ischarge from  the corps and dental treatm ent during the training period  
would be lim ited  to em ergency care . Dr. C am alier urged that p o s t -s e r v ice  dental ca re  be 
lim ited  to d isord ers  incurred  during the training period . The A .D .A . spokesm an a lso  urged 
that C ongress provide deferm ents for  pre-dental and dental students after the six -m on th s of 
UMT training so that they could com plete their profession a l educations without an additional 
interruption. Under present p roposa ls , UMT trainees would be requ ired  to serve  in the r e ­
serv es  for seven and one- half years follow ing their s ix  months training. D r. C am alier was 
accom panied  by M r. Bernard M. Conway, assistant secre ta ry  o f the Council on L eg isla tion .

THREE NEW MEMBERS NAMED TO NATIONAL ADVISORY DENTAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

Appointm ent of three new m em bers to the National A d v isory  Dental R esea rch  Council was 
announced last week by the U. S. Public Health S erv ice . Named to the council w ere D r. F ran cis  
J. Reichm ann, o f Oklahoma City, m em ber of the A .D .A . Council on F ed era l Dental S erv ices ; 
D r. A lvin  P. B lack, o f G ainesville , F la ., head of the chem istry  departm ent at the U niversity of 
F lorid a , and. M rs. Stephen J. F ra n cisco , of L ittle  F a lls , N. J.

SENATE BILL PERMITS VOLUNTARY COVERAGE IN SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM
A  bill that would perm it law yers to enter the old age and su rv ivors  insurance program  

(OASI) o f the S ocia l Security A ct on a voluntary, individual basis has been introduced into the 
Senate. The m easure (S. 2481), presented Jan. 22 by Sen. Lodge (R ., M ass.), would give c o v e r ­
age to law yers under the provision s of the program  covering se lf-em p loy ed  p erson s. At 
present se lf-em p loyed  law yers, dentists and certain  others are not covered  by OASI.
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60% REDUCTION IN CARIES FOUND FOR ADULTS IN FLUORIDE AREAS

Further evidence that flu oride-bearin g  water provides dental p rotection  carrying over 
into adulthood has been reported  by two public health scien tists . D rs. A lb ert L . R u sse ll and 
E lias E lvove, o f the National Institute of Dental R esearch , based their rep ort on studies of 
life -lo n g  residents o f Boulder, C o l., and C olorado Springs between the ages o f 20 and 44. The 
rep ort appeared in Public Health R eports. They found that individuals in C olorado Springs, 
w here the water contains 2.5 parts per m illion  of flu orides , had 60 per cent le ss  decayed, 
m issin g  and filled  teeth than persons in Boulder, w here the water is virtually  flu o r id e -fre e . 
The scien tists  divided the individuals into five age groupings, each five years apart, and said 
the sam e reduction  was found for  each age group. They a lso  reported  that Boulder natives 
had lost three or four tim es as m any teeth from  dental ca ries  as had natives of C olorado 
Springs. " The observed  c a r ie s - inhibitory effect was essentia lly  sim ilar in pattern and in 
m agnitude to that seen in children native to fluoride a r e a s ,"  they said. M eanwhile, a number 
o f additional c ities  has approved water fluoridation and are making plans to p lace it in o p e r ­
ation. In V irgin ia , the city council o f Richm ond voted unanim ously in favor of the m easure 
this week. In T ennessee, the city councils o f four cities  - -  N ashville, Chattanooga, B risto l 
and P aris  - -  have approved the proced u re . In New Y ork, the com m on council o f Buffalo 
authorized the com m iss ion er  of public w orks to advertise  for bids for fluoridation  equipment 
and supplies. The action  cam e after the Eighth D istrict Dental Society, headed by D r . R obert 
W. Conn, urged the com m on council in a resolu tion  to adopt the m easu re .

$250,000 FOR FLUORIDATION GRANTS PROPOSED IN PRESIDENT'S BUDGET
In his annual budget m essage to C ongress on Jan. 21, President Trum an recom m ended an 

appropriation  of $250,000 to the dental d ivision  of the U. S. Public Health S ervice  to a ss is t  
states in establishing technical s e rv ice s  fo r  lo ca l com m unities for the fluoridation  of dom estic 
water supplies. In a ll, the budget m essage recom m ended a total appropriation of $ 1,936,000 
for  dental health a ctiv ities  of the Public Health S erv ice .

DR. F. X. McHUGH NAMED CHAIRMAN OF DENTAL INFORMATION BUREAU
D r . F ran cis  X. McHugh, o f New Y ork City, past president o f the F irs t  D istr ict Dental 

S ociety of the State o f New York, was elected  chairm an of the Dental Inform ation Bureau at 
its annual m eeting Jan. 21. He su cceeds Dr. Thom as E. J. Shanahan, of Brooklyn. The bureau 
is  an o ffic ia l public relations agency for  New Y ork  and New Jersey  dental so c ie t ie s .

DR. ROY GREEP NAMED DEAN AT HARVARD SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE
Appointm ent of D r. R oy O. G reep as dean of the School of Dental M edicine, H arvard Uni­

v ers ity , and of D r. R eidar F. Sognnaes as associa te  dean was announced Jan. 1 7 by P resident 
Jam es B. Conant of H arvard. The appointments are  effective  Feb. 1. D r. G reep, p ro fe sso r  
o f dental s c ien ce  at the sch ool, su cceeds D r. Jam es M . Dunning who is returning to private 
p ra ctice .

DR. OPPICE URGES DENTISTS TO PARTICIPATE IN BOND-A-MONTH PLAN
The third in a se r ie s  of le tters  urging participation  in the B ond-a-M onth savings plan w ill 

be sent to a ll m em bers  o f the dental p ro fession  in m id -F ebru ary  by D r. Harold W. O ppice, of 
C hicago, national bond chairm an and im m ediate past president of the A .D .A . The plan is a 
s im ple, long-range program  sp e c ifica lly  designed for  the se lf-em p loy ed  p ro fession a l man 
w hose earnings fluctuate, thus making regular savings d ifficu lt, the letters  point out. The 
le tters  a lso  s tress  the value of retaining m atured bonds for an additional ten yea rs . Under the 
new plan, bonds, even though m atured, w ill continue to earn interest. A  total in terest return 
o f 77 per cent can be rea lized  on bonds held an additional ten years , it was pointed out. At the 
end of a tw enty-year period , each $ 100 invested in bonds w ill return $ 177. The dentist sim ply 
fills  out the form  en closed  with the letter, designating the type of bond desired , and m ails  it 
to his bank. In this way, D r. O ppice explained, the dentist w ill help to fight inflation, w ill aid 
the defense e ffort and w ill be providing h im self with a safe, farsighted savings program .
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