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News Releases
ADA Commends Efforts to Update
Surgeon General’s Report on Oral
Health
July 30, 2018

Contact Information: 
mediarelations@ada.org 

The American Dental Association (ADA) commends the federal
agencies that announced an update is in the works to the 2000
Surgeon General’s Report on oral health. The ADA looks forward
to taking part in the public process as the updated report is
developed.  

“The role that dentists play in patients’ oral as well as overall
health is greater than what it was almost 20 years ago when the
first Surgeon General’s report was released,” said ADA President
Joseph. P. Crowley, DDS. “Dentists are leading the way in
scientific advancements and clinical treatments that improve
patients’ oral health and by extension their overall health. I am
excited to see the progress that has been made and the
challenges that remain so the ADA can lead inter-disciplinary
efforts to address them.” 

First issued in 2000, the Surgeon’s General’s Report on Oral
Health focused nationwide attention to “silent epidemic” of oral
disease, addressed determinants for oral health and disease and
concluded oral health is integral to overall health. 
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According to the U.S Department of Health and Human Services,
the updated report will document progress in oral health over the
past 20 years, identify existing knowledge gaps and articulate a
vision for the future. No timetable was provided for the completion
of the update to the Surgeon’s General Report on oral health. 

About the ADA

The not-for-profit ADA is the nation's largest dental association, representing
163,000 dentist members. The premier source of oral health information, the
ADA has advocated for the public's health and promoted the art and science
of dentistry since 1859. The ADA's state-of-the-art research facilities
develop and test dental products and materials that have advanced the
practice of dentistry and made the patient experience more positive. The
ADA Seal of Acceptance long has been a valuable and respected guide to
consumer dental care products. The monthly The Journal of the American
Dental Association (JADA) is the ADA's flagship publication and the best-
read scientific journal in dentistry. For more information about the ADA, visit
ADA.org. For more information on oral health, including prevention, care and
treatment of dental disease, visit the ADA's consumer website
MouthHealthy.org 
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