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92nd A. D. A. SESSION - WASHINGTON, D. C. - Oct. 15 to 18

ada N ew s Letter
V ol. 4, No. 19 - Sept. 15, 1951

OPEN HEARING ON SOCIAL SECURITY TO BE CONDUCTED AT A.D.A. ANNUAL SESSION 
AT NATION'S CAPITAL - -  REPORTS OF OFFICERS, COUNCILS SENT TO DELEGATES

An open hearing on the question of inclusion o f m em bers o f the dental p ro fess ion  in the old 
age and su rv ivo rs  insurance p rogram  (OASI) of the fed era l Socia l Security  A c t w ill be held 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, at the Hotel Statler in Washington, D .C ., during the 92nd annual session  o f the 
A .D .A . Between 12,000 and 15,000 dentists fro m  a ll parts o f the nation and m em bers o f th eir 
fam ilies  are expected to converge on the nation's  capital for the fou r-day  m eeting, opening 
Oct. 15. It is  not too late to make hotel reserva tion s  fo r  the session. Accom m odations can  be 
obtained by sending in the convenient application blank in any recent issue o f The Journal o f the 
A m erican  Dental Association . The hearing on inclusion of the dentists under OASI w ill be con- 
ducted by the R e fe ren ce  Com m ittee on Insurance o f the House o f D elegates in the F ed e ra l 
Room  of the S tatler and a ll in terested  m em bers o f the Association  are invited  to attend. The 
R e fe ren ce  C om m ittee w ill r e port its conclusions to the House o f D elegates fo r  fina l action 
fo llow ing the hearing. A t its m eetings, the House o f D elegates w ill also make decis ions on 
other m ajor p o licy  m atters govern ing the course o f the A ssocia tion  fo r  the next year. A s  a 
p re lim in a ry  to the m eetings, copies o f the 1951 R eports  of O ffic e rs  and Councils w ere m ailed  
this week to a ll delegates and alternate de lega tes.

S PE C IA L  SERVICES ARE  
ARRANGED A T  AR L IN G TO N

F o r  the benefit o f A .D .A  v is ito rs  to the convention, a rran ge ­
m ents have been made for specia l s e rv ic es  at the Tom b of 
the Unknown Sold ier at A rlington  National C em etery  at 4 p.m . 

Tuesday, Oct. 16. Taps w ill be sounded and an invocation pronounced as D r. H arold  W . 
Oppice, o f Chicago, A .D .A . president, p laces a wreath on the tomb. Individuals w ishing to 
attend the cerem ony are asked to communicate in advance with Dr. C. W illa rd  C am a lier, A .D .A . 
assistant secre ta ry , in order that arrangem ents m ay be made fo r  bus tran sportation leaving  
the M ayflow er H otel at 3; 15 p.m. D r. C a m a lie r 's  address is  1726 Eye St., N .W ., Wa shington 
6, D .C. R eserva tion s can also be made at the A .D .A . Inform ation Desk at the S tatler H otel. 
An intensive schedule o f activ ity  awaits convention v is ito rs . H ighlight o f an elaborate en te r ­
tainment p rogram  w ill be a P res id en t 's  dinner in honor o f D r. Oppice Wednesday evening, Oct. 
17, at the Statler. In honor of D r. H om er C. Brown, of Columbus, Ohio, president o f the A .D .A . 
in 1913-14, a testim on ia l luncheon w ill be held Monday, Oct. 15, a t  the S ta t le r  and tickets  (at $4 
each) can be obtained from  the chairm an, D r. C lyde E. M inges, P eop les  Bank Building, Rocky 
Mount, N .C . In tribute to the 50th ann iversary  of the U. S. A rm y  Dental C orps, the National 
Bureau of Standards and the School of D entistry , Georgetown U n ivers ity , there w ill be a 
luncheon Tuesday, Oct. 16, at the S tatler. The same day a fashion show and luncheon fo r  
women v is ito rs  w ill be held at the Shoreham H otel. T ickets  fo r  the P re s id en t 's  dinner (at 
$7.50 each) and fo r  the ann iversary luncheon (at $4 each) can be obtained fro m  D r. W. 
Law rence Sm allwood, entertainment chairm an, 910 17th St., N .W ., Washington 6, D .C . T ickets  
fo r  the fashion show luncheon (at $3.50 each) m ay be obtained from  M rs . W. Law rence Sm all- 
wood, wom en's entertainment chairman, 4713 M e r r iv ale Road, Chevy Chase, Md.
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COUNCIL ON DENTAL HEALTH SPONSORS FLUORIDATION CONFERENCE FOR OCT. 13

F o r  the second consecutive year, the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health w ill sponsor a con ­
fe ren ce  preced ing the annual session. It w ill be held Saturday, Oct. 13, at the Statler H otel in 
Washington, D .C ., and the principa l theme w ill be " Securing Community Acceptance o f 
F lu orid a tion ." Partic ipa ting  w ill be state council chairm en and state dental d irec to rs  with 
D r. D avid  W. B rock, of St. Lou is, chairm an of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health, presid ing. 
Ta lks w ill  be g iven  by Dr. Brock, D r. John G. F r isch , of Madison, W is ., chairm an o f the 
fluorine study com m ittee of the W isconsin  State Dental Society; M r. W illa rd  S . S itler , of W ash­
ington, D .C ., public health engineer o f the U .S . Public Health S erv ice ; D r. John B. Benediktson, 
o f Oakland, Cal., p res id en t-e lec t o f the C a lifo rn ia  State Dental A ssocia tion ; D r. Kenneth A. 
E aslick , of Ann A rb or, M ich ., m em ber o f the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health, and Dr. W. 
P h ilip  P h a ir , of Chicago, assistant s ec re ta ry  o f the Council. The con ference w ill also discuss 
the adm inis tra tive  status o f dental units in state health departm ents.

COLOR DOCUMENTARY MOVIE ON FLUORIDATION FILMED AT NEWARK, DEL.

A  docum entary m ovie  on fluoridation  was being film ed  last week at Newark, D e l., in c o ­
operation  with the U . S. Public Health S erv ice . D r. Bruce D. Forsyth , ch ief dental o ff ic e r , said 
the f ilm  would be distributed to health departm ents and other organ izations to encourage the 
public health m easure. The m ovie , in co lo r, was being made by W arner Pathe News from  a 
scrip t coverin g  103 scenes laid  in the town's streets  and public buildings. Entitled "A  Drop in 
the Bucket," the 13-1/2-minute m ovie  w ill g ive  a fic tion a lized  account of community activ ity  
in ach ieving fluoridation  in a city . It was described  as a com posite s to ry  o f fluoridation  p ro ­
jec ts  as com m unities have organ ized  them throughout the nation. C h ie f characters in the 
m ovie  are  a m ayor and a dentist. The p ic tu re 's  c lim ax is  a town m eeting at which c itizens 
f ir e  questions at health experts and c ity  o ff ic ia ls . N ew ark  its e lf  began fluoridation  of its 
water system  last Novem ber a fter a tw o -yea r e ffo rt.

F LU O R ID A T IO N  URGED BY 
WISCONSIN PH YSIC IANS

The executive Council of the State M ed ica l Society of 
W isconsin  has taken steps to obtain A m erican  M ed ica l A s s o ­
c iation  endorsem ent of the fluoridation  procedure. In a 

unanim ously-adopted resolution, the Council asks that the W isconsin  delegation  to the A .M .A. 
House o f D elegates seek fu ll A .M .A . approval of the public health m easure. The resolu tion  
c ited  resu lts  at test c ities , pointed to A .D .A . approval of the m easure and urged that the m ed ­
ica l soc ie ty  "encourage a ll physicians to seek the adoption o f a p rogram  of fluoridation  in 
e v e ry  W isconsin  community having a public water supply that is  defic ien t in flu o r id e ." Copies 
o f the resu lts  w ere ordered  sent "to  e v e ry  county m ed ica l o ff ic e r  in W isconsin ." The o rgan i­
zation described  fluoridation  as "a  m ost e ffec tive  approach to im proving health through the 
prevention  of dental decay" and as "econ om ica lly  advantageous to the public as w e ll as the 
ind iv idual." By last week, a total o f 104 c ities  and towns across the country w ere fluoridating 
their dom estic water supplies. One o f the newcom ers to the lis t was the c ity  o f Indianapolis 
with a population o f n early  500,00. The D is tr ic t of Columbia is expected to insta ll the op era ­
tion within the next six months fo llow ing  congressional approval of a $130,000 budget fo r  the 
procedure. The fluoridated water w ill serve  a m etropolitan population o f one m illion  persons. 
The D is tr ic t  of Colum bia Dental Society  has spearheaded e ffo rts  in obtaining the m easure.

AUSTRALIA HAS VOLUNTARY HEALTH PROGRAM, IGNORES STATE SCHEME

S ir E a r l e Page, Australian  m in ister fo r  health, v is ited  the C entra l O ffice  last week in an 
A m erican  tour and reported  that voluntary "help  you rself health p rogram s" had supplanted the 
governm ent health scheme in Au stra lia . D r. P age  explained that a state p rogram , s im ila r  to 
that in England, had been adopted by the Austra lian  governm ent in 1939 but that it had never 
even been p roc la im ed  by the governor genera l. The fo rm er p rim e m in ister said that neither 
the people nor the health pro fess ions wanted the program  "and no governm ent has had the 
hardihood to put it  into operation ." Under the "help you rse lf" p rogram , the governm ent pays 
insurance com panies a subsidy o f one-th ird  o f each insured person 's  illn ess  benefits.
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PHYSICIAN-DRAFT POSTPONED; PRIORITY I DENTISTS VOLUNTEER AT HIGH RATE

The Departm ent o f Defense has again postponed the scheduled induction o f 333 P r io r i t y  I 
physicians scheduled fo r  August and at the same tim e "tem p ora r ily  postponed" its  Septem ber 
ca ll fo r  152 P r io r it y  I physicians. The arm ed fo rc e s  reported  that there w ere  a su fficien t 
number o f physicians who w ere applying fo r  com m issions voluntarily. No dentists have been 
included in e ither ca ll. La test Departm ent o f Defense figu res indicate a h igher percentage o f 
dentists volunteering fo r  com m issions than physicians. A  total o f 2,434 P r io r i t y  I dentists 
have been com m issioned, represen ting about tw o-th irds of the 3,872 P r io r i t y  I dentists 
reg is te red  with S e lec tive  S erv ice . F o r  physicians, 5,200 P r io r it y  I men have been com m is ­
sioned, represen ting  about one-half o f the 10,654 P r io r it y  I physicians reg is te red  with 
Selective  S erv ice . O f P r io r it y  I dentists serv in g  in the arm ed fo rc es , 1,363 are in the A rm y , 
211 in the N avy and 860 in the A ir  F o rce . A t the urgent insistence o f the D efense Departm ent, 
m eanwhile, the Senate agreed  to elim inate from  the m ilita ry  appropriations b ill a House r id e r  
(see A .D .A . News L e t t e r , Sept. 1, 1951) that would have re leased  a ll inactive and volunteer 
res e rves , including dentists, who had served  12 months in W orld  W ar II  and another year since 
the Korean war.

COLUMNIST BACKS BILLS FOR INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT PLAN

Proposed  amendments to the fed e ra l Internal Revenue A ct which would perm it s e lf-  
em ployed persons, including dentists, to provide fo r  their own retirem en t incom e w ere sup­
ported last week by R obert C. Ruark, nationally syndicated newspaper colum nist. S im ila r b ills , 
submitted to C ongress by Sen. Ives (R ., N .Y .) and Rep. Coudert (R ., N .Y .),  would enable 
individual taxpayers to set aside, p r io r  to income taxes, a portion of their earnings each year 
to provide a retirem en t income a fter the age o f 60. The A .D .A . fa vo rs adoption o f the am end­
ments. "In  a ll respects  the proposed b ill is  f in e ,"  Ruark said in his column of Sept. 6. " It  
allows an individual f ir s t  o ff to provide his own socia l security. It eases current tax pains 
while s till perm itting the governm ent to co llec t its fu ll tithe even tually… .And it recogn izes  
fin a lly  that the human being is entitled to some p rov is ion  for the fact that the body d e te r io ­
ra te s ."  Ruark pointed out that "th is is the f ir s t  leg is la tion  I know of which is pointed at that 
consideration " and added: "T h e  governm ent allows a 27-1/2 per cent tax fo rg iven ess  on o il 
w ells  because o f the depletion quotient. It a llows a capital gain on stock tran s fe rs  and resa le  
o f property , and it w ill a llow  you to w rite  o ff a depreciation  on buildings and m achinery. But 
up to now the guy who runs his own business or plays baseball or paints p ictures o r ham m ers a 
typew riter or rem oves  an appendix has been smacked right on the button by the tax p eop le""

SEATTLE SOCIETY INSTITUTES LOCAL PUBLIC ASSISTANCE DENTAL PROGRAM

A  plan to prov ide dental serv ices  fo r  indigent persons has been instituted by the Seattle 
D is tr ic t Dental Society  in cooperation with the Seattle - King County health departm ent, it was 
announced by D r. E rnest E. Kohl, soc iety  secre ta ry . The plan, which was approved by the 
state department o f public health, w ill be jo in tly  adm inistered by the lo ca l health department 
and the loca l dental society. A  screen ing dentist, appointed by a board o f dental soc ie ty  m em ­
bers, inspects a ll health department dental cases and authorizes the work to be done and the fee  
which can be charged. The rec ip ien t chooses a dentist from  a lis t  o f partic ipan ts. Fo llow in g  
treatm ent, the patient is  re-exam in ed  by the screen ing dentist who then authorizes payment.

DR. T. B. HARTZELL, A.D.A. PRESIDENT IN 1922, DIES AT AGE OF 85

D r. Thomas B. H a rtze ll, under whose leadersh ip  as president in 1921-2 2  the National 
Dental A ssocia tion  was reorgan ized  as the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , died Aug. 26 at 
D etro it, M ich. He was 85 years old. D r. H a rtze ll signed the A .D .A . ' s a rtic les  o f incorporation  
on June 19, 1922. Both a dentist and a physician, D r. H a rtze ll was an authority on o ra l in fe c ­
tion and taught at the U n ivers ity  of M innesota dental and m ed ica l schools. As head of the 
A ssoc ia tion ' s R esearch  Com m ission, D r. H a rtze ll was cred ited  with a m a jor ro le  in the 
establishm ent of den tistry  as a science.
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KELLOGG FOUNDATION AWARDS DENTAL GRANTS TO ALABAMA, TORONTO

The W. K. K e llo gg  Foundation has awarded three new grants in the f ie ld  of dental educa­
tion. The U n ivers ity  o f A labam a at B irm ingham  is the rec ip ien t o f two aw ards . One, of 
$25,000, is to be presented over a period  o f four years  for the developm ent of a program  of 
short courses o f study fo r  practicing dentists in the southeastern part o f the nation. Estab­
lishm ent o f a p rogram  fo r  the train ing o f dental hygienists is  the purpose o f the second grant, 
o f $18,000 over a period  o f two years . The th ird  award, of $34,800 fo r  th ree years, has been 
made to the U n ive rs ity  o f Toronto fo r  establishing a tw o-year course in dental hygiene, the 
f ir s t  such p rogram  in Canada. A t the same tim e, the Canadian governm ent has awarded a 
grant of $ 6,537 to the Saskatchewan Departm ent of Public Health to a ss is t in the training o f 
s ix  dental hygien ists at schools in the United States and Canada.

CIVIL DEFENSE AID CONFERS WITH A.D.A. ON DRAFTING TENTATIVE PROGRAM

D r. R u ssell W. Bunting, of Ann A rb or, M ich ., dental consultant to the F ed era l C iv il 
D efense Adm in istration , consulted last week with A .D .A . sta ff m em bers at the Central O ffice . 
T en tative plans w ere  drafted fo r  developing a p rogram  of dentist participation  in c iv il  defense. 
The p rogram  would be operated p r im a r ily  through constituent and component soc ie ties .

REPRINTS OF "DENTAL APPLICATIONS OF ATOMIC ENERGY" NOW AVAILABLE

Reprints o f the August-Septem ber issue o f the New Y ork  Journal of D entistry, entitled 
" Dental App lications o f A tom ic E n ergy ,"  a re  now ava ilab le . The 48-page booklet, containing a 
number of o r ig in a l a rtic les , can be obtained by w riting  the S ecretary , F ir s t  D is tr ic t Dental 
Society, H otel S tatler, New Y ork  C ity. The p rice  is 50 cents per copy.

PARADENTOPATHIES WORKSHOP SCHEDULED FOR PALM SPRINGS SEMINAR

A  paradentopathies workshop w ill be a highlight o f the 8th Annual Sem inar fo r  the Study 
and P ra c t ic e  o f Dental M edicine to be held Oct. 28-Nov. 1 at the D esert Inn at Pa lm  Springs, 
Cal. Advance reserva tion s  indicate that 200 dentists w ill be in attendance at the five -d ay  
m eeting, accord ing to D r. Hermann Becks, of San F ran cisco , president o f the sem inar.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

The Ph iladelph ia County Dental Society w ill hold its annual m eeting Jan. 30 through Feb. 1 
at the B e llevu e-S tra tfo rd  Hotel. D r. A lb e r t  B orish  is p res iden t… .D r. W illiam  N. Hodgkin, of 
W arrenton, V a ., m em ber of the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education since 1939, has resigned  to 
becom e a m em ber o f the Board of V is ito rs  of the M ed ica l C o llege  o f V irg in ia . D r . Hodgkin 
was a rep resen ta tive  o f the A m erican  A ssoc ia tion  of Dental Exam iners on the Council… ."In  the 
in teres t o f good dental health and… sound food habits,"  the Southern Branch of the A m erican  
Pub lic  Health A ssoc ia tion  has recom m ended that the sale of confections and carbonated b eve r­
ages to schools be discontinued… .Dr. G eorge M . Coffey , o f U lysses, Kan ., has been appointed 
to a th ree -yea r  te rm  on the Kansas State Board of Health. He is the f ir s t  dentist to serve  on 
the board… .R ear A d m . A lfred  W. Chandler, A .D .A . v ice-p res id en t and inspector genera l of the 
N avy Dental Corps, is making an inspection tour of dental fa c ilit ie s  in the P a c ific  and Far 
E a s t… .A  tw o -yea r con tro lled  study o f the e ffec ts  of ch lorophyll on tooth decay is being under­
taken at Boys Town in Nebraska. M sgr. N icholas H. W egner, Boys Town d irec to r, said the 
study was being ca rr ied  on in cooperation with two den tifr ice  m anufactu rers… .M r . E vere tt R. 
Butter fie ld , fo rm e r ly  of the p ro fess iona l sales departm ent of B r is to l-M y e rs  Co., of New  York  
C ity, has been appointed eastern  advertis ing represen tative  of the A .D .A . to succeed M r. G eorge 
Penny… .The Com m ittee fo r  National Labora to ry  Unity has scheduled a m eeting fo r  today and 
tom orrow  (Sept. 15- 16) at the H otel Sherman in C h icago… .A m urol Products Co., of Chicago, 
has awarded a grant of $ 3,500 to the U n ivers ity  of Illin o is  C o llege  of D en tistry  fo r  "the physi­
cal, chem ica l and b acteria l study of the dental plaque."
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