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92nd A. D. A. SESSION - WASHINGTON, D. C. - Oct. 15 to 18

ada News Letter
V ol. 4, No. 17, - August 15, 1951

COUNCIL ON DENTAL HEALTH ANSWERS CONTENTION OF CHURCH GROUP 
THAT FLUORIDATION OF DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLIES IS MEDICATION

F luoridation  o f dom estic w ater supplies as a ca r ies  control m easure is  " no m ore a 
m edication than is  the action o f nature which furnishes fluorides in many w ater supplies and 
foods,"  D r. A llen  O. Gruebbel, secre ta ry  of the Council on Dental Health, decla red  in answer 
to recen t objections to fluoridation  advanced by spokesmen fo r  the Christian  Science church. 
E a r lie r , a statem ent issued through the C hristian  Science Com m ittee on Pub lication  fo r  the 
State o f New J ersey  had pointed out that it has been a " l ong- e stablis hed p o lic y " o f the church 
to re fra in  from  protesting in jection  o f san itary or cleansing agents into the w ater supply. The 
church spokesman, however, said that in v iew  of statements by some physicians that flu orida 
tion of water is  regarded  by them as m edication, "the church has reg is te red  a p ro test on the 
grounds that such a program , in effect, establishes state m ed ic ine ." D r. Gruebbel, in rep ly, 
noted that thorough in vestigations have shown that ca r ies  is s ign ifican tly  less  p reva len t in 
persons who, since birth, have consumed drinking w ater containing fluoride. Poin ting out that 
there is  no evidence that harm ful e ffec ts  w ill  occur to the genera l physica l health when the 
fluoride concentration is maintained at one part per m illion  parts of w ater, he declared :

M ore  than two m illion  people in the United States have used w ater containing one or 
m ore parts per m illion  of fluorine fo r  many y ea rs . The addition o f flu orides  to w ater 
supplies is not a m edication process since the purpose o f fluoridation  is  to add the 
elem ent only to those water supplies that a re  defic ien t in this substance. F lu orides  
are presen t fro m  natural sources in m ore  than 6,000 public w ater supplies in this 
country. F lu orides  are also present in many foods we eat. T h e re fo re  the con tro lled  
addition o f fluorides to w ater that is  d e fic ien t in this elem ent is  no m ore  a m edication  
that is the action o f nature which furnishes fluorides in many w ater supplies and food s .

A.D.A. DENTAL MISSION TO JAPAN COMPLETES 40-DAY TOUR

D entistry in Japan is  fa r  below A m erican  standards, m em bers o f a U. S. dental m iss ion  
reported  upon their return  August 7 from  a month long inspection tour o f Japanese dental 
insta lla tions. The m ission , headed by Dr. H arold  W. Oppice, o f Chicago, A ssoc ia tion  president, 
went to Japan at the invitation of the Japanese Dental A ssoc ia tion  and the Supreme Com m ander 
o f the A llie d  P o w ers . In general, D r. Oppice said, dental practice  in Japan is m ore  than a 
quarter o f a century behind that in the United States. Japanese dentists, how ever, dem onstrated 
an intense d es ire  to im prove dental p ractice  in their nation, D r. Oppice said. A  detailed  report 
of the m iss ion 's  findings has been prepared  fo r  SCAP and the A .D .A . B oard  o f T ru stees . In 
addition to D r. Oppice, m em bers o f the m iss ion  w ere  D r. L eR oy  M . Ennis, o f Philadelphia, 
p res id en t-e lec t; D r. R. C. Dalgleish, o f Salt Lake C ity, A .D .A . trustee; D r. Stanley D. Tylm an, 
of Chicago, chairm an of the Council on International Relations, and D r. G eorge C. Paffenbarger, 
of Washington, D. C ., A .D .A . research  associate  at the National Bureau of Standards. In a ll, the 
m iss ion  was absent from  the continental United States 40 days. Enroute to Japan, the A .D .A .
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o ffic ia ls  m et with m em bers o f the A laska T e r r ito r ia l Dental Society at Anchorage and with 
m em bers o f the Hawaii T e r r ito r ia l Dental Society at Honolulu. During the trip , the m ission  
trave led  m ore  than 20,000 m iles  by a ir .

A.D.A. REPRESENTATIVES TO TESTIFY BEFORE U. M. T. COMMISSION

D r. R. H. F r ied r ich , of P la in fie ld , N. J ., chairm an of the Council on F ed era l Dental S erv
ices , w ill  head a group of A .D .A . rep resen ta tives  scheduled to m eet with the National Security 
T ra in ing  C om m ission  at Washington, D. C ., tom orrow  (Aug. 16) to discuss dental health and 
re la ted  prob lem s regard ing U n iversa l M ilita ry  Tra in ing. The C om m ission  is now engaged in 
preparation  of a plan fo r  the operation o f U. M . T . which is  to be submitted to the Congress by 
the end of N ovem ber. P ro v is io n  fo r  health care of the estim ated 1,000,000 18- yea r- olds who 
would becom e subject to m ilita ry  train ing each year should U. M . T . be placed in operation is  
a m a jor fac tor under consideration by the Com m ission . Accom panying D r. F r ied r ich  w ill be 
M r. H erb ert B. Bain, d irec to r, Bureau of Public Inform ation, and M r. Bernard  J. Conway, 
le g is la tiv e  assistant, Council on L eg is la tion . Today (Aug. 15), A .D .A . o ffic ia ls  m et in fo rm ally  
w ith rep resen tatives  o f the A m erican  M ed ica l A ssoc ia tion  at A .D .A . headquarters to discuss 
common health prob lem s rela ting to U. M . T . Partic ipants included fo rm e r  A . M. A . P res id en t 
R oscoe Sensenich, o f South Bend, Ind., m em ber, and M r. C . Joseph S tetler, o f Chicago sec re 
ta ry  o f the Council on E m ergen cy M ed ica l S erv ice ; D r. Stockton K im ball, o f Buffalo, N . Y ., 
chairman, and D r. F ran c is  M anlove, of Chicago, m em ber o f the join t com m ittee on m ed ica l 
education in tim e o f national em ergency; D r. H arold  W. Oppice, o f Chicago, A .D .A . president; 
D r. F r ied r ich ; D r. G era ld  Tim m ons, o f Philadelphia, dean, Tem p le  U n ivers ity  Dental School; 
D r. H arold  H illenbrand, A .D .A . secre ta ry , and M r. F rancis  J. G arvey, secre ta ry , A .D .A . 
Council on Leg is la tion .

NAVY SEEKS 189 VOLUNTEERS FROM PRIORITY ONE DENTISTS

The N avy announced last week that it  has openings fo r  189 volunteers fo r  im m ediate active 
duty from  among the pool of dentists in p r io r ity  one under the dentist-physician  dra ft act. P r e 
viously, the N avy had refused to com m ission  p r io r ity  one dentists who had been enrolled  in the 
A .S .T .P . Those accepted w ill be com m issioned lieutenants (junior grade) and w ill  be requ ired  
to s e rve  fo r  two yea rs . Both the A rm y  and the A ir  F o rce  are continuing to grant res e rve  com 
m issions to volunteers from  p r io r ity  one. The arm ed fo rces  reported  this week that there had 
been an in crease in the number o f p r io r ity  one physicians who w ere  accepting com m issions 
vo lun tarily  and that its August ca ll fo r  333 physicians has been tem p ora rily  delayed. During 
July, when the arm ed fo rces  ca lled  up 717 p r io r ity  one physicians only two refused to volunteer 
and w ere  drafted as p riva tes . Subsequently, they w ere  o ffered  com m issions but they are not 
e lig ib le  fo r  the $ 100 a month sa lary  bonus paid to volunteers.

U. S. DENTISTS INVITED TO SHOW FILMS AT INTERNATIONAL DENTAL CONGRESS

A m erican  dentists who would be in terested  in presenting film s  as part o f the scien tific  
p rogram  at the 11th International Dental Congress in London next sum mer are invited to com 
municate im m ed ia te ly  with Dr. G eorge Loader, o f London, secre ta ry  o f the O ra l Hygiene Com 
m iss ion  fo r  the C ongress. Dr. L o a d e r 's  address is  17 Devonshire P la ce , London, W. 1. The 
C ongress, sponsored by the Federation  Dentaire Internationale, w ill be held July 19-26 at the 
new Royal F es tiva l H a ll on the Tham es R iv e r . The sc ien tific  side of the program , in addition 
to the film s , w ill  include discussions o f sc ien tific  reports  and exhibits and demonstrations by 
dental authorities from  a ll parts o f the w orld . T e lev is ion  of su rgica l procedures is  a lso 
planned. App lication  fo r  m em bership in the Congress and in form ation  about tra ve l and hotel 
accom odations can be obtained from  M r. H. P a rk e r  Buchanan, s ec re ta ry -g en era l of the 
C ongress, at headquarters o f the O rgan izing Com m ittee. The address is  13 H ill Street, London, 
W. 1. The m em bership fee  is  $7 fo r  F .D .I , m em bers o f at least tw o -y ea rs ' standing and $ 14 
fo r  non-m em bers. M em bersh ip chairman fo r  the F .D .I , in the United States is Dr. Oren A . 
O liver , 1101 M ed ica l A r ts  Building, N ashville , Tenn. Individual m em berships in the F .D .I , are 
now availab le to A m erican  dentists and m ay be obtained on application to D r. O liv e r . F .D .I, 
dues are  $5 a yea r.
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U.S.P.H. AWARDS $179,878 IN DENTAL RESEARCH GRANTS

The U. S. Public Health S erv ice  has awarded $179,878 in grants fo r  25 dental research  
p ro jects  at 19 u n ivers ities  and hospitals. Investigations being financed include the e ffec t on 
prenatal infants of flu orides  adm in istered  to the m other during pregnancy; fluoridation  of 
communal w ater supplies; m alocclusion  and hered ity; ca lc ifica tion , and periodontia . The r e 
cipients of the grants a re : C o llege  o f Physicians and Surgeons, San F ran c isco ; U n ivers ity  of 
Colorado, D enver; U n ivers ities  of Chicago, Illin o is  and Northwestern , Chicago; H arvard  and 
Tufts C o lleges , Boston; Mt. Holyoke C ollege, South Hadley, M ass.; M ichigan State C ollege , 
East Lansing; U n ivers ity  of M innesota, M inneapolis; Passa ic  G eneral Hospital, P assa ic , N . J.; 
Columbia U n ivers ity , New York  U n ivers ity  and M on tefio re  Hospital, New  York  C ity; Jewish 
Hospital of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, N . Y .; Eastman Dental D ispensary, Rochester, N. Y .; U n ive r
s ity  of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia; M edica l C o llege  o f V irg in ia , Richmond, and M arquette Uni
ve rs ity , M ilwaukee.

$72,657 IN  C AN C E R  GRANTS 
MADE TO 16 D E N T A L  SCHOOLS

A  total of 16 dental schools was included in the la test 
grants awarded by the National Cancer Institute fo r  in
struction in cancer d iagnosis and treatm ent. The grants 

totaled $72,657. M ost of the awards w ere  $5 ,000. The schools and the d irec to rs  o f the cancer 
grant p rogram s are: U n ivers ity  o f C a lifo rn ia , D r. Hermann Becks; U n ivers ity  o f L o u isv ille , 
Dr. Dan Y . B u rr ill; Northw estern  U n ivers ity , Dr. F red e r ick  W. M e rr ifie ld ; Indiana U n ivers ity , 
D r. Maynard K. Hine; U n ivers ity  o f M aryland , Dr. M . S. A isen berg ; U n ivers ity  of D etro it, Dr. 
B ert E. Rynearson; U n ivers ity  of M ichigan, D r. Donald A . K e rr ; U n ivers ity  o f M innesota, D r. 
David F . M itche ll; St. Lou is U n ivers ity , D r. W illiam  H. Bauer; U n ivers ity  o f Kansas C ity, Dr. 
A . E. Upsher; C reighton U n ivers ity , D r. Joseph A . G ib ilisco ; U n ivers ity  of Nebraska, Dr. 
Donald T . W aggener; U n ivers ity  o f Buffalo; W estern  R eserve  U n ivers ity , Dr. Thom as J. H ill; 
U n ivers ity  o f Pennsylvania, Dr. Pau l E. Boyle, and School o f D entistry, M ed ica l C o llege  o f 
V irg in ia , D r. G eorge Z . W illiam s.

Choice hotel accom m odations are s t ill ava ilab le fo r the A .D .A .'s  92nd annual 
session at Washington, D. C ., Oct. 15 through 18. I f  you haven 't a lready 
made your reserva tion , f i l l  out the blank on page A - 5 1 o f your August issue 
of The Journal of the A m erican  Dental A ssoc ia tion  and m ail it today to the 
A .D .A . Housing Bureau, 204 Star Building, Washington 4, D. C. Accom pany
ing this issue of the News L e tte r  is  a new fo ld er published by The G rea ter 
National Capital C om m ittee . Th is fo ld er provides gen era l in form ation  on 
many points of in teres t in Washington and contains a detailed map of the city . 
Save this fo ld er and bring it  with you to Washington.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES OF COMPONENT SOCIETIES TO MEET SEPT. 15-16

Public relations w ill be the theme of the sixth annual m eeting of the A ssoc ia tion  of Dental 
Executive S ecreta ries  to be held Sept. 15-16 at the H otel Statler in Buffalo, N. Y. Speakers w ill 
include M r. Paul H. McMullen, executive secre ta ry  o f the Cincinnati Dental Society; M r. K a r l 
S. Richardson, executive s ec re ta ry  of the Chicago Dental Society, and M r. H erbert B. Bain, of 
Chicago, d irec to r  of the A .D .A . Bureau of Public Inform ation.

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP IN AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION REACHES 74,154

Tota l m em bership in the A m erican  Dental Associa tion  reached 74,154 on July 31. The 
number of fu lly  p riv ileged  m em bers was 64,826, a drop o f 1,553 as com pared w ith July 31, 
1950. Student m em bership increased  to an a ll- t im e  high of 9,087, a gain o f 646 o v e r  las t y e a r 's  
corresponding date. The total figu re  included 229 a ffilia te , s ix associate and six honorary 
m em b ers .
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MOVIE SHOWS ACTIONS OF INTRA-ORAL ORGANS

F o r  the f ir s t  tim e in history, a motion p icture, in co lo r, has been made o f the m ovement 
of in tra - ora l organs during chewing, drinking, swallow ing, yawning, coughing, smoking and speak
ing. The 25-minute, 16 m m ., sound f ilm  was produced under the supervision  of the Veterans 
Adm in istration  dental s e rv ic e  at Chamblee, Ga., hospital. The subject is  a young w ar veteran  
whose le ft m axilla  and mandible have been p ra ctica lly  elim inated by the su rg ica l a rre s t of 
cancer. Through this la rge  cavity , the cam era 's  lens have v iv id ly  recorded  in tra -o ra l m ove
ments. The film , entitled, " In tra -O ra l and Pharyngeal Structures, "  is ava ilab le on a loan basis 
fro m  the Veterans Adm in istration  Central O ffice  F ilm  L ib ra ry , Departm ent of Agricu ltu re , 
O ffice  o f In form ation , Motion P ic tu re  S erv ice , Court 5 South Building, Washington 25, D. C. 
By late fa ll, prints m ay be purchased fro m  United W orld  F ilm s , Inc., 1445 P a rk  Avenue, New 
York  29, N. Y .

PTA VOTES BAN ON SALE OF CANDY AND CARBONATED DRINKS IN SCHOOLS

The sale of candy and carbonated beverages should be banned in a ll of the nation ' s schools, 
according to a resolu tion  adopted by the Congress o f Paren ts and Teachers at its recent annual 
m eeting in Chicago. In a statement s im ila r  to the one adopted by the A .D .A . Council on Dental 
Health last Novem ber, the society  warned that the sa le of these products in terfered  with a good 
d iet and the form ation  of sound food habits. In a s im ila r  recomm endation, the council on foods 
and nutrition of the A m erican  M ed ica l Associa tion  has a lso suggested the establishm ent of a 
zone around schools w here the sa le o f candy and carbonated drinks would be prohibited.

DENTAL HEALTH DIVISION IS MADE BASIC PART OF MONTANA HEALTH PROGRAM

Montana is be lieved  to be the f ir s t  state to include dental health se rv ic e s  as a basic func
tion o f its state health department, it is  reported  by Dr. F ran c is  I . L iv ingston , of Helena, d i
rec to r  o f the D ivision  of Dental Health of the Montana State Board o f Health. Under a recently  
enacted law, dental health se rv ices  a re  lis ted  as one of seven basic areas o f a c tiv ity  fo r  the 
Montana health departm ent. In m ost states, only six m a jor functions are  established by law  fo r  
health departm ents. These are: health education, v ita l statistics, com municable d isease con
tro l, environm ental sanitation, public health laboratory  s e rv ic es  and m aternal and child health 
s e rv ic e s . The Montana law  a lso requ ires that loca l public health units must have program s in 
dental health s e rv ic es  as w e ll as the trad itional s ix  functions to be e lig ib le  fo r  state aid.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

Tw o b ills  supported by the Connecticut State Dental A ssoc ia tion  have been enacted by the 
state leg is la tu re . One authorizes the State Dental C om m ission to obtain an injunction against 
persons who v io la te  the state dental p ractice  act and the other p rovides penalties fo r  licensed 
persons who aid o r  abet any individual in v io lation  o f the dental p ractice  act… .D r. Ralph C. 
Cooley, of Leander, T e x ., w ill rep resen t the A .D .A . at the f ir s t  national congress of the M ex i
can Dental A ssoc ia tion  to be held Sept. 24-30 at M exico C ity. The m eeting w ill a lso  m ark the 
400th an n iversary  of the founding of the National U n ivers ity  of M ex ico… .O penings are  availab le 
fo r  fou r dentists and a dental hygien ist at the Los  A lam os (N . M ex.) M edica l Center, according 
to D r. Raymond W. G reene, o f the cen ter 's  dental departm ent. In terested  individuals are  asked 
to com m unicate w ith D r. G reen e… .Representatives o f dental labora tories  fro m  a ll provinces in 
Canada have fo rm ed  a national organ ization  ca lled  the National Assoc ia tion  o f Dental T ech 
nicians of Canada… .Of 875 N ashville , Tenn., school sch ildren  examined during a recent dental 
health survey, only one-th ird  had rece ived  dental treatm ent in the past six months, while 23.7 
p er cent had n ever been to a dentist… .P res iden t Trum an has signed a b ill making it  com pul
so ry  fo r  cases of cancer in the D is tr ic t of Columbia to be reported  to the D is tr ic t health o f f i 
c e r . ...The Cen tra l O ffice  of the Oklahoma State Dental A ssoc ia tion  has been m oved to la rg e r  
quarters in Oklahoma C ity. The new address is 204 P la za  Court B ldg… .The name of the A r i 
zona State Dental Society has been changed to the A rizon a  State Dental A ssoc ia tion  with execu
tive  o ffic es  at 17 E . Weldon, Phoenix.
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