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ADA early close May 24: The
ADA will close Friday, May 24, at
12 p.m. Central Time to accom-
modate the upgrade of the
Association’s entire phone sys-
tem. Members can continue to
access the ADA that afternoon
through ADA.org. ADA staff
members are undergoing training
for operating the new phone
instruments, which will enhance
the Association’s ability to meet
members’ needs. The ADA will
open again at 8:30 a.m. May 28,
the day after Memorial Day.

Volunteers sought: The Belize
Mission Project is looking for vol-
unteers to participate in its ninth
mission trip Oct. 26-Nov. 2. 

A 40-member team of
dentists, physicians, hygien-
ists, technicians, assistants
and families will bring dental
and medical care to under-
served inhabitants of rural
Belize and its outer islands.
Using portable units, volun-
teers can perform restorative
and preventive procedures
and some extractions. Team
members are based on
Ambergris Cay and trans-

ported to clinic sites as needed.
For more information on the pro-

ject visit the new Web site,
“www.belizemissionproject.com”
or call Dr. Frank Whipps in
Centralia, Ill., at 1-618-532-1821. "

A Los Angeles attorney who notes
on his own Web site that he “has been
extensively involved in [amalgam]

litigation with the American
Dental Association” has promot-
ed himself and his law practice
through a campaign of “lies and
distortion” against the ADA, the
Association alleges in a defama-
tion suit filed May 14. 

Attorney Shawn Khorrami
has used news releases and his
Web site to spread “false,
defamatory and malicious accu-
sations” that the ADA is
“defrauding and endangering
the lives of the American pub-
lic” by supporting the use of
dental amalgam restorations, the
ADA says in its civil complaint,
filed in Los Angeles U.S.
District Court, Central District
of California.

The Association has requested a
jury trial and seeks compensatory and

punitive damages. ADA officers and
trustees authorized the lawsuit at
their April meeting.

In a statement on the suit, ADA
President D. Gregory Chadwick said
the Association could not stand idly
by and allow Mr. Khorrami to
“impugn the reputation of the ADA”
in an effort to “erode the public trust
that we have built through more than
140 years of caring for the nation’s
oral health.”

Dr. Chadwick said the ADA wel-
comes “fair and honest debate” on all EPA water quality update.

Story, page 10.

Looking at water

Fifty-eight years after he gave
his life for his country, U.S.
Army Capt. Ben L. Salomon

finally received the recognition that
was denied him because of what the
Army calls an honest error. 

The dentist, Army medic and for-
mer infantryman died July 7, 1944,
valiantly defending wounded soldiers
under attack by enemy forces in the
Marianas Islands in the South Pacific. 

On May 1, President Bush posthu-
mously awarded the Medal of Honor
to Capt. Salomon in a White House
ceremony—making him the first
Army dental officer to receive the
Medal of Honor. 

That the award was presented so

" Registration
forms, session
details, pages
13-20
" Stories start
on page 21

" Rose Garden
ceremony, page 26
" Text of citation,
page 26
" Other heroes,
page 26
" ADA War Memo-
rial, page 29

Honoring a hero: President Bush May 1 presents
Dr. Robert L. West with the Medal of Honor for Dr.
Salomon (inset).

‘Beyond the
call of duty’
Slain WWII Army officer
first from Dental Corps
to receive Medal of Honor

long after his heroics in battle is as
remarkable as the story of how it came
to be, and a group of dentists and mil-
itary personnel who refused to forget
“Capt. Ben.”

“If you have heard the story of Ben

A ‘campaign of lies’
ADA sues ‘self-promoting’
L.A. lawyer for defamation

See LAWSUIT, page 30

See MEDAL, page 28

Photo by Richard Nowitz © New Orleans CVB. Illustration by Peter Solarz.
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Dublin, Ireland—Dr. Diarmuid (Derry)
Shanley has been appointed Dean of the Faculty
of Health Sciences at Trinity College effective
July 12. As dean, he will oversee the schools of
medicine, dentistry, nursing, physiotherapy,
clinical speech and language studies, occupa-
tional therapy and therapeutic radiology in asso-
ciation with seven teaching hospitals.

Dr. Shanley, a dentist and former dean of the
Trinity College dental school, is the first dean to
be appointed from outside the school of medi-
cine since its first Faculty of Health Sciences
was founded in 1711. As dental dean, he intro-
duced a new problem-based learning curricu-

lum and led the project for the design and con-
struction of a state-of-the-art dental school and
hospital at Trinity. 

Dr. Shanley is former president of both the
International Federation of Dental Education
Associations and the Association for Dental
Education in Europe. He is an honorary mem-
ber of the ADA.

He studied at Indiana University and Temple
University, was awarded an American Dental
Education Association William J. Gies
Foundation fellowship for dental educators and
served as a visiting professor at the University
of Maryland at Baltimore dental school. !
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Published semi-monthly except for monthly in July 
and December by ADA Publishing, a division of 
ADA Business Enterprises, Inc. at 211 E. Chicago
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611, 1-312-440-2500, e-mail:
“ADANews@ada.org” and distributed to members of
the Association as a direct benefit of membership.
Statements of opinion in the ADA News are not nec-
essarily endorsed by ADA Publishing, the American
Dental Association, or any of its subsidiaries, coun-
cils, commissions or agencies. Printed in U.S.A.
Periodical postage paid at Chicago and additional
mailing office.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
American Dental Association, ADA News, 211 E.
Chicago Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611. © 2002 Amer-
ican Dental Association. All rights reserved.

PUBLISHER: Laura A. Kosden
EDITOR: Dr. Marjorie K. Jeffcoat 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER, EDITORIAL: James H. Berry 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER, MARKETING 
AND OPERATIONS: Gabriela Radulescu
NEWS EDITOR: Judy Jakush 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR: Arlene Furlong 
WASHINGTON EDITOR: Craig Palmer 
SENIOR EDITORS: Karen Fox, Mark Berthold, Stacie
Crozier
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT: Chrestine Johnson 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR: Peter Solarz
TECHNOLOGY MANAGER: Paul Gorski
TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR: Scott Sokolowski
PRODUCTION: Susan Chauvet, Angie R. Miller,
Sheila Cassella, Jeanie Yu
NATIONAL SALES MANAGER: Bud McKeon 
DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION: Elizabeth Cox
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT: Katrina Collins
ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER: Carol J. Krause
MARKETING MANAGER: Jill Philbin
CIRCULATION CUSTOMER SERVICE REP:
Wanda Welch, Gwen Johnson

ADVERTISING POLICY: All advertising
appearing in this publication must comply with
official published advertising standards of the
American Dental Association. The publication of
an advertisement is not to be construed as an
endorsement or approval by ADA Publishing, the
American Dental Association, or any of its sub-
sidiaries, councils, commissions or agencies of the
product or service being offered in the advertise-
ment unless the advertisement specifically
includes an authorized statement that such
approval or endorsement has been granted. A copy
of the advertising standards of the American
Dental Association is available upon request.

ADVERTISING OFFICES: 211 E. Chicago
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611. Phone 1-312-440-2740.
Eastern representative: Vince Lagana, PO Box 6,
Pocono Pines, PA, 18350; phone 1-570-646-7861.
Central representative: Robert J. Greco, Hilltop
Executive Center, 1580 S. Milwaukee Avenue,
Suite 404, Libertyville, Ill. 60048; phone 1-847-
522-7560. Western representative: Audrey
Jehorek, 8 Hexham, Irvine, Calif. 92612; phone 1-
949-854-8022.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Nonmember Subscription
Department 1-312-440-2867. Rates—for members
$8 (dues allocation); for nonmembers-United
States, U.S. possessions and Mexico, individual
$55; institution $78 per year. Foreign individual,
$76; institution $98 per year. Canada individual,
$66; institution $84 per year. Single copy U.S. $8,
outside U.S. $10. For all Japanese subscription
orders, please contact Maruzen Co. Ltd. 3-10,
Nihonbashi 2-Chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103 Japan.
ADDRESS OTHER COMMUNICATIONS AND
MANUSCRIPTS TO: ADA News Editor, Suite
2010, 211 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611.

ADA HEADQUARTERS: The central telephone
number is 1-312-440-2500. The ADA’s toll-free
phone number can be found on the back of your
membership card.

(ISSN 0895-2930)

MAY 20, 2002 Volume 33, Number 10

Trinity College names first 
dentist dean in 300-year history

New leader: Dr. Derry Shanley will head
Trinity College’s health science schools.
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A March 6 ruling gives three Minnesota
dentists the go ahead to seek class certifica-
tion for breach of contract issues against
Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota on nine of ten
counts.

Fourth District Court Judge Isabel Gomez
denied Delta of Minnesota’s Dec. 19, 2001,
motion to dismiss on all but one of the actions
filed by dentists last October.

The dentists seek class certification on
breach of contract issues including:

! failure to pay dentists on a usual custom-
ary and reasonable basis;

! failure to give dentists Delta classified as

non-Prime 15 days notice before placing them
on probation;

! establishing an unlawful incentive that is
based on reduced utilization.

In a letter to members, the Minnesota
Dental Association stands behind those den-
tists listed in the suit against Delta—Drs.
Frank Milnar, Steve Hagerman and Wes
Urich—individually and on behalf of all oth-
ers similarly situated. 

In addition, the Minnesota Dental Associ-
ation expressed interest in participating in the
case by requesting permission to file an ami-
cus curie (friend of the court) brief on behalf
of the dentists. "

ADA News May 20, 2002   3

Access awards
recognize dentists
who serve locally

Legal action against Delta proceeds

Though access to dental care is a national
issue, many of the heroes who strive to bring
care to the underserved work within their own
neighborhood or community.

That’s why the Access Recognition Award
program, sponsored by the ADA Council on
Access, Prevention and Interprofessional
Relations, honors individuals who have demon-
strated leadership and inspiration in gaining
access to dental care at the local level for those
in need.

Individuals are nominated by their con-
stituent dental societies.

“Since the award’s inception in 1989, there
have been 181 recipients from 38 states and
Puerto Rico,” says Dr. Robert L. Nelson, coun-
cil chair. “This award recognizes outstanding
individuals for their selfless efforts to increase
access to dental care.”

In 2001, 21 individuals nominated by 11 state
societies received the award, including:

! California—Dr. William J. Comport;
! Illinois—Dr. Clifford A. Brown, Dr.

Robert F. Frost and Dr. Curzio Paesani;
! Iowa—Dr. Katherine Elsner and Dr.

Kimberly K. Salow;
! Kansas—Dr. Nevin K. Waters;
! Maine—Dr. Andrew L. Allen, Dr. Jeffrey

D. Dow and Dr. Karl P. Woods;
! Massachusetts—Dr. Lee R. Johnson;
! Michigan—Dr. Melvin A. White;
! Montana—Dr. Ralph MacDonald, Dr.

John Snively and Dr. David Tawney;
! North Carolina—Dr. Junius Harris Rose,

Jr.;
! Rhode Island—Dr. Armand J. Gareau, Dr.

George V. Picard, Dr. Jean A. Picard and Dr.
Joel F. Picard;

! South Carolina—Ms. Diane Bouknight.
“In the past 13 years,” adds Dr. Nelson,

“recipients have given countless volunteer
hours to access to care issues, including retirees
who continue to serve after 40 or more years in
practice. Some have established and construct-
ed clinics, treated low-income families in their
offices and provided care for underserved
groups including children, homeless, mentally
and physically disabled, and those working to
overcome addictions. Others have addressed
workforce issues and provided community edu-
cation. All have served as role models for their
communities.”

Nominations for this award can be submitted
to the council by a constituent dental society at
any time. Component societies should forward
nominations to their state society. For more
information or a brochure that outlines eligibi-
lity and nomination information, contact CAPIR
by calling the toll-free number, Ext. 2673. "

Dr. Robert L. Nelson: “This award recog-
nizes outstanding individuals for their self-
less efforts to increase access to dental
care.”
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MYVIEW

Did you ever get the feeling that a mysterious force has taken over your
life? It is apparent in the lives of most of my friends, colleagues and
patients.

If one does not consciously direct a halt, this force gives you no peace. Most
of us find pastimes we enjoy if we take the time. 

Functioning in a sociable society trains us that if we do good for others, that
is a reward in itself. Innocent of any crime we may try our best to please every-
one around us. That is nearly impossible and only a few people I know are
truly successful. 

The rest of us engage in a perpetual balancing act. This leaves us running
ourselves ragged.

What happened to that fun loving couple that
married and lived happily ever after? You know
the one in those old movies where that was the
end. Reality sets in. They must have had to work
to support themselves, had kids, found a place to
worship (or not) and so on. (This is not about the
wealthy ones with trust funds big enough to hire a
bunch of “go-fers” that do the running for them.) 

Looking back on the early struggles to start a
practice, provide for the family, pay off student
loans and gain financial stability, I am amazed
that most of us succeed.

Personal time gets lost. So much energy is
needed to knock down the obstacles that we have
so little time for ourselves.

Most families with working parents and school age children are caught in a
battle zone between keeping up with all the activities and living a peaceful, ful-
filling lifestyle. 

Even if one spouse stays home, the pace is still between hectic and frantic. 
Car pools for baseball, basketball, cheerleading, hockey, soccer, language

clubs, chess clubs, science clubs, computer classes, swimming, ballet, scouts—
those are just on Tuesdays.

I see a new ballet these days just looking at the challenges to the lives of
some of the new [Chicago Dental Society] board members. Lifestyles are
changing. Priorities also change. Some families have great support systems
that allow a lot of freedom, which is ideal. 

In others the dedication is there but it is still impossible to be physically in
more than one place at a time. We are currently evaluating the traditional social
events that worked in the past.

My perspective is now past developing and I am looking at that transition
into retirement. I feel refreshed returning from a very self-indulgent vacation.

Coding woe

I’m tired of fighting with the insur-
ance companies and defending
myself to my patients. 

When is the American Dental
Association going to give us (the
practicing clinical dentist) a meaning-
ful proper code for treating gingivitis?

Some form of periodontal disease
long has been recognized to affect ad-
versely more than 75
percent of the adult
American population,
based on many reports
including most recent-
ly one by the U.S. Sur-
geon General in 2000. 

However, the ADA
has acquiesced to the
insurance and third-
party payer industry
and put clinical den-
tists in the situation of either under-
coding (and probably under-charging)
for a “bloody bib” “prophy” using
code D1110 (with its “adjusted” defi-
nition of prophylaxis), or over-coding
for a full-mouth scaling and root plan-
ing using code D4341.

Dental science dictates that the
appropriate and effective treatment of
gingivitis includes the mechanical
removal of plaque and calculus (that
is, a debridement) combined with the
chemical detoxification of the peri-
odontal tissues, in addition to the

behavior modification of home care
hygiene practices (that is, teaching
and enforcing effective toothbrushing
and flossing), followed by periodic
three-month (or at most, four-month)
follow-up maintenance visits.

For the sake of our patients, give
us a proper code to use for gingivitis
treatment.

Kevin H. Norige, D.M.D.
South Windsor, Conn.

Editor’s note: The ADA Council
on Dental Benefit Programs reports
the issue is slated for consideration
during the next code revision process.

Keep exams

I feel compelled to respond to the
letter from Dr. Victor Barry (“Let-
ters,” April 1 ADA News). 

The call for simulation now in den-
tal licensure examinations lacks the
understanding of the role of licensing

boards, present-day dental school
education standards and the evolution
of the current dental examinations. 

If there is one area in the educa-
tional and licensure process that
needs to be changed, it is the number
of students who because of ethical or
clinical deficiencies should never
come to graduation. In my opinion,
fear of the ever-present lawsuit or
loss of tuition dollars has, to the 

profession’s detriment,
severely eroded edu-
cational standards. 

The argument that
the clinical testing
model is not valid as
no other professions
utilize it can no
longer be promoted. 

Beginning in 2004,
medical testing agen-
cies are adopting a

live-patient model. The use of written
examination and simulations exclu-
sively do not adequately test the com-
petence of potential licensees.

What is ethically more responsi-
ble—allowing a candidate for licen-
sure to treat two to three patients in a
controlled environment (the patients
receiving informed consent and clear-
ly understand the situation), or sim-
ply allowing that person to operate on
thousands of people without any
oversight or recourse to prevent them

Take time
to smell
the roses

4 ADA News May 20, 2002

Laura A. Kosden, Publisher Dr. Marjorie K. Jeffcoat, Editor

James H. Berry, Associate Publisher, Judy Jakush, ADA News 
Editorial Editor

See MY VIEW, page five

See LETTERS, page five

Paul Landman, D.D.S.
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“ADANews@ada.org”.
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MYVIEW

LETTERS
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Which I should have realized the value of earli-
er in my life. 

First, I decided finally that the world could
do without me for a couple of weeks. I rented
an apartment on one of Maui’s quieter beaches.
Warm weather is my preference. It had all the
comforts of home. Hotels just don’t have the
same charm and freedom. 

Ten steps from the patio to the beach. Ten
steps from the front door to the car. A five-mile
walk on the beach watching water activities like
surfing, scuba, snorkeling, wind surfing, water
skiiers being pulled by parachute-like kites. 

The skies changed before your eyes from
clear to puffy clouds then darker clouds higher
winds, brief storms and rain. I saw waterspouts
from clouds and a few whales. Sunsets were
magnificent. The mountains formed from huge
volcanic eruptions were in the background.
Driving up a steeply ascending, very winding
road to over 8,000 feet brought me to an entire-
ly different scene; the volcanic craters provided
a sharp contrast to the beach. 

The city kid coerced by a friend to hike
through the rain forest over swinging bridges
and rock by rock over streams found the experi-
ence to be scary and exciting. The streams were
fed from the tops of the mountain creating
beautiful waterfalls at heights taller than most
Chicago skyscrapers. 

It was quiet, too. No cars, no traffic—with
only the sounds of the birds and flowing water,
it was a great moment in paradise. Although I
saw no roses, there were plenty of other beauti-
ful flowers to see and smell.

The years disappear so quickly. It brings to
mind that most European cultures take a month
“holiday” every year. Siestas are common in
warm countries to relax during the hottest part
of the day. Life is good. It is better when you
take the time to enjoy it.

Dr. Landman is the president of the Chicago
Dental Society. His comments, reprinted here
with permission, originally appeared in the
March/April issue of CDS Review. 

standard are one issue. More recently, I have read
much regarding the wisdom of converting to
“non-human” models for clinical boards.  

The arguments go on and on, however, if we
are going to be honest about what and whom
we are attempting to protect, the answer will
become obvious.

I maintain that, regrettably, we do not have
the interest of our patient population in the fore-
front. Instead, we prioritize the protection of
states’ rights to limit the free access of dental
professionals over right to practice throughout
the country. 

As an oral and maxillofacial surgeon, this is
painfully obvious to me. In order for my col-
leagues and me to practice in most states, we
need to prove our proficiency in general den-
tistry, not in oral and maxillofacial surgery. 

Continued from page four

I admit that I am not qualified, nor do I have
any interest in qualifying, to practice general
dentistry. In addition, it is unethical for me to
practice general dentistry as a board-certified
oral and maxillofacial surgeon.  

We must elect leaders in dentistry who will
put aside state politics and place the interests of
the patient first. It is incumbent upon our lead-
ers to argue for a “national board,” preferably
taken in dental school. Dentists should be
licensed to practice anywhere in the United
States, as are physicians. 

If we do not have trust in the integrity of a
particular dental school, it simply should not be
accredited. If it were accredited, it would seem
logical that the instructors have had a much
broader exposure to the competence of students
than a clinical board examiner.

Similarly, I challenge anyone in dental leader-
ship to demonstrate how examining dental spe-
cialists in irrelevant disciplines protects the pub-
lic. As a board-certified oral and maxillofacial
surgeon, surely I have proven my competence to
practice in any state in the union. What then is
the true rationale to mandate further testing?  

Why should a general dentist who has gradu-
ated from an accredited school and passed their
boards be required to repeat the process to prac-
tice in another region?

Is the practice of dentistry that disparate
between states? For those of you who continue
buying into the present system, look in the 
mirror and ask yourself whom you are actually
protecting.

Richard J. Bravman, D.M.D.
Hyannis, Mass. 

from practicing incompetently?  
Holding graduates and licensees to a reason-

able competency standard maintains the profes-
sion in its public level of high regard.

Julius Hyatt, D.D.S. 
Former state dental board member 

Owings Mills, Md. 

Editor’s note: According to the ADA Coun-
cil on Dental Education and Licensure, the new
National Board of Medical Examiners’ exami-
nation is a clinical skills assessment examina-
tion that will feature 10 standardized cases tak-
ing about 30 minutes each. Using standardized
patients, students will be tested on their ability
to gather and interpret clinical data, communi-
cate effectively and render a differential diagno-
sis. The examination is currently being pilot
tested.

Taking charge

Who are we really protecting? The debate
over dental licensure and testing rages on with-
out appropriate direction. 

The argument over maintaining individual state
and regional boards vs. recognizing a national

Continued from page four
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Washington—The Bush administration April
25 announced the first recruitment of “a mobile
cadre” of physicians and dentists to the front
lines of war on bioterrorism.

The “Ready Responders” team will be

recruited from public health and private practice
applicants to respond to regional or national
health emergencies while providing care in the
nation’s most medically- and dentally-
underserved areas, administration officials said. 

The National Health Service Corps will train

36 physicians and four dentists for three-year
assignments.

Recruitment of the “Ready Responders”
team is under way with announcements and
recruitment ads published in government regu-
latory notices and posted online at the

Department of Health and Human Services’
Web site (“www.hhs.gov/news”), at the Health
Resources and Services Administration’s Web
site (“bhpr.hrsa.gov/nhsc”) and at the Federal
Register. 

Go to “www.access.gpo.gov/index.html”
then follow links to Federal Register/Browse
back issues to April 25, 2002, to find Health
Resources and Services Administration
notices. 

“If you are a family physician or a dentist, we
have an exciting job for you,” says a recruitment
notice for the first responder team of Public
Health Service commissioned officers promised
dual deployment to “the front lines” of war and
poverty. “By joining the Corps you can practice
the profession you love and give something
back as well.”

Applications are due July 31 and available at
1-800-221-9393 or by downloading the infor-
mation at the NHSC Web site listed above.

Bush administration officials said the new
officer corps of primary care clinicians will
complement the existing PHS emergency
response system but will be distinct from the
disaster medical assistance teams trained and
deployed together in response to emergencies
including the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“The National Health Service Corps is one
of the best tools we have to extend quality
health care to low income and underserved
Americans in urban, rural and frontier areas,”
said Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson who announced the new
PHS team.

The NHSC will pay the salaries, moving
expenses and benefits for the 40 health profes-
sionals and will assist their emergency response
training. 

“These commissioned officers will provide
services to patients at their assigned practice
sites and may be called on to respond to region-
al and/or national health emergencies,” said the
HHS notice. !

6 ADA News May 20, 2002

Dentists join battle on bioterrorism
Mobile unit charged with health emergencies, care for underserved 

ADA defines
dentistry’s role
in bioterrorism

The ADA will hold a workshop to deter-
m i n e “ T h e R o l e o f D e n t i s t r y i n
Bioterrorism” at Association Headquarters in
Chicago on June 3-4.

Representatives from federal and state
agencies, professional organizations and
ADA staff will meet to forge a consensus.

The ADA Board of Trustees in its
February meeting approved this step to pre-
pare dentists to respond to bioterrorist
attacks. Although dentistry’s role in civilian
mass disasters has been defined and tested,
dentistry’s role in bioterrorist attacks, such as
the limited Bacillus anthracis attack of 2001,
has not been determined.

Based on its findings, the ADA will pro-
vide educational materials for dentists and
assistance to state dental societies working
with the public health community to develop
a bioterrorism response plan. !
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Washington—Government disease experts
April 18 described an agenda of expanding
research into the causes and prevalence of
autism at a congressional hearing called to
question the government’s response to “an epi-
demic” of disease.

“We are assembling a structure for large scale
studies that would not previously have been
possible to investigate a disorder that is occur-
ring commonly,” Stephen L. Foote, Ph.D.,

director of the division of neuroscience and
basic behavioral science, National Institute of
Mental Health, testified. But he cautioned,
“there is only so much we can do in a short peri-
od of time” to mount appropriate studies and
build a research base. 

National Institutes of Health and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention representatives
were questioned by members of the House
Committee on Government Reform and, in an
unusual conclusion to a congressional hearing,
by parents of autistic children invited from the
audience by the acting committee chair to ques-
tion the government witnesses. The hearing was
entitled, “The Autism Epidemic—Is the NIH
and CDC Response Adequate?”

“We have an epidemic on our hands and we

in Congress need to make sure that the NIH and
CDC treat this condition like an epidemic and
put their efforts into doing several things,” said
Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.), committee chair.
Researchers should look for the cause or causes
of “an epidemic” devastating to families includ-
ing his own, “determine how to stop the epi-
demic in its tracks, evaluate treatment options
and look for a cure,” he said, urging more gov-
ernment funding of basic and clinical autism
research.

Committee members questioned government
and advocacy organization witnesses on the caus-
es and prevalence of autism spectrum disorder.

Government witnesses described disease
rates as “higher than we previously thought” in
certain geographic areas but did not use the
word “epidemic” in their descriptions. “We can-
not yet generalize a prevalence for the U.S. pop-
ulation,” the CDC said. The CDC has funded
programs in Arizona, South Carolina,
Maryland/Delaware and New Jersey to estab-
lish monitoring and tracking of autism.

Rep. Burton questioned the safety of child-
hood vaccines, calling for an audience show of
hands on “how many have children who devel-
oped autism after receiving childhood vac-
cine?” Most adults in the packed hearing room
raised hands. Current scientific evidence neither
proves or disproves a link between mercury-
containing preservatives that have been used in
childhood vaccines and neurodevelopmental
disorders in children, said a National Academy
of Sciences Institute of Medicine report
(“www.iom.edu/IOM/IOMHome.nsf/Pages/ISR
+thimerosal”) issued last fall.

Rep. Diane Watson (D-Calif.), who has intro-
duced legislation to phase out the use of 
mercury in dental fillings by 2007 asked the
government research specialists about research
on dental amalgam and autism.

Autism information is available at the
National Library of Medicine Web site
(“www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/autism.html”).
A hearing notice, witness list and information on
previous autism hearings by the House
Government Reform Committee are available at
“www.house.gov/reform”. !
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Dentists raise
funds for autism

Plymouth Meeting, Pa.—A dentist and
father of an 8-year-old autistic child raised
between $15,000 and $18,000 in April in his
third annual Smiles for Autism campaign.

Throughout April, designated National
Autism Awareness Month, Dr. Aleksander
Damevski offered tooth-whitening proce-
dures for patients who made a $200 donation
to Smiles for Autism—a service that general-
ly costs about $500. 

Dr. Damevski and his associate, Dr.
Charles R. Schmitt, and their office staff
donated their time, and Discus Dental of
Culver City, Calif., donated bleaching mate-
rials so that 100 percent of the money raised
could be donated to the Autism Center at The
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Dr. Damevski is willing to help other
dentists who might be interested in setting
up an in-office program to raise funds for
autism research, treatment and public
awareness.

For information, call 1-610-272-1796. !

Autism research expands
NIH, CDC respond to ‘an epidemic’ of disease
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Washington—As part of its periodic review
of drinking water standards, the Environmental
Protection Agency says fluoride regulations
don’t need to be revised at this time.

But it will ask the National Academy of
Sciences to update the risk assessment for fluo-
ride, including a review of recent fluoride stud-
ies and the contribution to total fluoride intake
from other fluoride sources such as fluoride-
containing foods and dental care products.

In 1993, the results of the last NAS review of

fluoride were published as a “Health Effects of
Ingested Fluoride,” a report still widely refer-
enced by physicians, dentists, researchers, pub-
lic health officials and others.

On April 17, the EPA announced the results
of its most recent periodic review of 68 differ-
ent chemical National Primary Drinking Water

Regulations, including the fluoride regulation,
and made preliminary determinations to revise
or not to revise each regulation. The EPA deter-
mined that the fluoride regulation falls under
the “Not Appropriate for Revision at this Time”
category. At the same time, the EPA announced
it will accept public comment on the results of
its review through June 17 and will publish its
final revise/not revise decision for these
NPDWRs in August.

“Fluoride has been used and scrutinized for
its safety and effectiveness for 55 years,” says

Dr. Herschel S. Horowitz, a public health den-
tist, former researcher at the National Institute
of Dental and Craniofacial Research and ADA
spokesman on fluoridation issues. “Each review
has shown that fluoride is safe and effective at
reducing the prevalence of dental caries. This
review is just part of a routine procedure to
scrutinize drinking water and make sure it
meets or exceeds safety standards. We certainly
expect that the EPA will give fluoride a clean
bill of health once again.”

Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, the EPA
is required to periodically review drinking water
regulations to “identify those for which current
health risk assessments, changes in technology,
and/or other factors, provide a health or techni-
cal basis to support a regulatory revision that
will improve or strengthen public health protec-
tion,” states a summary published in the April
17 Federal Register.

The ADA, the EPA, the dental and scientific
communities, and many other interested parties
continually review the latest scientific evidence
regarding safety and efficacy, Dr. Horowitz adds,
to ensure that community water fluoridation pol-
icy is based on the latest scientific research.

EPA’s drinking water regulations for fluoride
address levels of naturally occurring fluoride,
which can vary widely from location to loca-
tion. Public water systems that adjust fluoride
water levels to reduce caries maintain concen-
trations established as optimal by the U.S.
Public Health Service, with levels that range
from 0.7-1.2 ppm (or 0.7-1.2 mg/L), far below
the EPA’s maximum concentration limit of 4
mg/L. Some water systems have naturally
occurring fluoride that is higher than the EPA
standard. These systems have the option of
defluoridating their water or seeking alternative
water sources to protect children from develop-
ing enamel fluorosis, a cosmetic condition with
no known adverse health effects.

Enamel fluorosis can occur when children
are chronically exposed to fluoride at concen-
trations of 2 mg/L or higher. Optimal fluoride
levels of around 1 mg/L enable individuals to
use fluoride-containing toothpastes and eat and
drink fluoride-containing foods and drinks with
minimal risk of developing cosmetically promi-
nent fluorosis. The NAS review will address the
contribution to total fluoride intake from other
fluoride sources, including a growing variety of
fluoride-containing toothpastes, mouth rinses
and other products as well as fluoride ingested
from foods and beverages.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention proclaimed fluoridation one of 10
greatest public health achievements in the 20th
century, reducing tooth decay among children
by between 18 and 40 percent. (See “www.
cdc.gov/nccdphp/oh/fl-pr-waterfluoridation.
html”.)

For more information on fluoride and fluori-
dation, log on to the ADA Web site at
“www.ada.org/goto/fluoride”. !
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Fluoride regs hold sway
EPA takes stance on drinking water standards
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Harlingen, Texas—In the Rio Grande Valley,
abundance and need coexist in the intricate
patchwork of the region’s culture and lifestyle,
making it an ideal test site for a volunteer den-
tistry program. 

Nestled just north of the Mexican border and
just west of the Gulf of Mexico, the valley
embraces rapidly growing metropolitan areas
amid fertile farm and grazing lands. Seasonal
residents in their RVs and migrant workers
flock to the temperate winters of the subtropical
climate, as do almost 500 varieties of birds and
countless bird watching enthusiasts.

The valley’s year-round population is predom-
inantly moderate- to low-income residents—
many in desperate need of dental care. But,
thanks to the dedication of 128 local dentists who
found a way to expand access to care, valley
schoolchildren have something to smile about.

Since its founding in November 1996,
Dentists Who Care has provided $1.5 million of
charity dental care to more than 12,000 children
in the four-county area.

“Dentists Who Care is an example of local
dentists seeing a need and working together to
solve it,” says Dr. David Woolweaver, president.
“The unique demographic makeup of the valley

is an important part of what
makes our program successful.
We can accomplish so much and
do it cost-effectively because we
are volunteers and we aren’t
dependent on government assis-
tance to reach the underserved.
It’s been a great way to leverage
a little money into lots of patient
care.”

Participating dentists distrib-
ute three, four or five $100
“Smile Coupons” every month
to school nurses, teachers, social

workers and clergy, who identify children in
need and distribute the coupons to them.
Children redeem the coupon for care at the dis-
tributing dentist’s office, and actually receive
about $325 worth of dental services for each
coupon.

In 1999, Dentists Who Care also established
a mobile dental unit that visits all the elemen-
tary schools in the valley’s 23 major school 
districts to screen fourth graders. Mobile unit
volunteer dentists and their office staffs also
provide as much emergency or restorative care
as time allows during a school visit. 

Children with insurance, Medicaid or ability to
pay for care are referred for further treatment if
needed. Children who can’t afford follow-up care
are given a Smile Coupon or scheduled for treat-
ment when the mobile unit returns to their school.

A new initiative, City of Smiles, offers ortho-
dontic treatment to children in need who quali-
fy for the program.

Dentists Who Care will also sponsor its sixth
annual charity dental conference Aug. 15-17 at
South Padre Island. The conference will feature
continuing education courses for dentists and
team members. 

For more information or a list of courses and
speakers, contact Tammy DeGannes, program
administrator by calling 1-956-428-9130 or e-
mailing “dentistswhocare@prodigy.net”. !
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Dentists Who Care

Care: Dr. James Person treats a patient
through the DWC program. 

Fish in Montana
Dillon, Mont.—Angling dentists can catch

the latest in clinical practice as well as a few
fish by attending a Montana Fly Fishing den-
tal conference. Two fly fishing dental confer-
ences are scheduled for this summer:

" Routine Applications of Dental Implants
in Everyday Dentistry, July 11-13;

" Prosthodontic Esthetic Dentistry, Sept. 5-7.
For more information, contact Dr. John B.

McCollum by calling 1-406-683-5125. !

Access: McAllen, Texas-area dentists trav-
el with the DWC mobile unit to take part in
a local health fair. 
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Ẁ &8F<F&e&_QS̀ &CF<F

K+D&'"A+8$,&U$<8,@+9&W&e&]&CF<F

5"+8,("+,&;7&)*+& 8̂(>;("%&.)F&N;*$&
WQS̀ &e&]QS̀ &CF<F

V;AA#$I&;$&)*+&V#E+"WQW\&e&\&CF<F

3&.D8<C&39E+$)("+&WQS̀ &e&\QS̀ &CF<F

3$&0E+$#$%&8)&jR/8(A,&d&e&Ẁ &CF<F
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.C+?#7#?&#$7;"<8)#;$&;$&*;)+A&C";C+")#+,&)*8)&*8E+&;$RA#$+&8??+,,&<8:&>+&7;($9&8)&DDDF898F;"%i%;);i,+,,#;$F&&3&A#$@&*8,&>++$&C";E#9+9&)*";(%*

K0H&'V403K.
Indicates hotels within

walking distance.

Indicates hotels with
ADA shuttle service at or
near hotel.

?;$)#$(+9&7";<
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New Orleans—With a flavor and excitement
like no other, the enchanting Mardi Gras city
will open its doors for the American Dental
Association’s 143rd Annual Session Oct. 19-23,
when the ADA will be “Bringing Out the Best”
in education, technical exhibits and special
events.

“This will be a world-class dental meeting in
a world-class city,” says Dr. D. Gregory
Chadwick, ADA president. “The ADA wel-
comes you to New Orleans, where you can take
advantage of many terrific continuing education
opportunities and enjoy all the attractions this
great destination has to offer.”

Annual session 2002 will include 130 scien-
tific open sessions, 60 registered clinics and
participation workshops, 550 technical exhibits,
nine special events and 35 leisure tours in the
New Orleans area, plus a special post-session
tour to the American Southwest.

The stars will sparkle at ADA special events.
The ADA/Sonicare Distinguished Speaker
Series will bring former president George Bush,
former secretary of state Madeline Albright and
former senate majority leader Bob Dole to the
Morial Convention Center to kick off the days’
activities Oct. 19, 20 and 21.

Legendary comedian Jay Leno will star in an
ADA-exclusive performance on Oct. 19. Star of
Broadway, concerts and recordings Linda Eder
will perform in a benefit for the ADA Health
Foundation on Oct. 20. And renowned compos-
er and entertainer Marvin Hamlisch will pro-
vide an incredible evening of music and merri-

ment Oct. 22 at the ADA
President’s Dinner Dance.

Those attending can
also enjoy an old fash-
i o n e d  N e w  O r l e a n s
“Shrimp Boil and Jamba-
laya” dinner on Oct. 18
and help raise money for
the Foundation for Dental
Education by attending 
the ADA/Auxiliary to the

American Dental Association’s “Jazz and Rags”
breakfast and fashion show Oct. 19.

“This is a great time to call a friend or a col-
league and make plans to meet in New Orleans,”
Dr. Chadwick adds. “Or, to plan a wonderful
trip with your family. It will be an event you
won’t want to miss.”

This year’s new annual session schedule will
include a day of pre-sessions, four full days of
continuing education and three full days of tech-
nical exhibits. The scientific program will be
held Saturday, Oct. 19, through Tuesday, Oct.
22, with pre-sessions on Friday, Oct. 18. New
this year, the technical exhibits will be open
Saturday, Oct. 19, through Monday, Oct. 21.

“The ADA wants to make annual session 
a pleasurable experience for dentists, team
members and families who attend, long before
they get to New Orleans,” says Dr. Stephen
Schwartz, chairman of the Council on ADA
Sessions and International Programs. “That’s
why we’ve added new ‘one-stop shopping’
services that include registration for annual 
session, ticketed programs and special 
events and your hotel accommodations, all on
one convenient form.”

See the new 64-page Annual Session Preview
for complete information and registration
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The best is yours
in New Orleans

On the river’s edge: The Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, located on the Mississippi
River within walking distance of many attractions, will house the ADA annual session.
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between strikes and spares. Teams will compete in
a friendly game of bowling for prizes. Cost: $83
per person, Tour K.

" “Snug Harbor for Great Burgers and Jazz,”
Oct. 21, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 

Snug Harbor is a cozy little jazz spot known
and loved by locals who like to have a juicy ham-
burger and enjoy a live jazz show featuring one of
New Orleans’ hottest local talents like Charmaine
Neville or Ellis Marsalis. Your menu includes a
huge half-pound burger, baked potato and two
cocktails. Cost: $69 per person, Tour Z.

" “Tipitina’s French Quarter Dining and Jazz,”
Oct. 21, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 

The name Tipitina’s is renowned for its history
in New Orleans’music world. Located in the heart
of the French Quarter, Tip’s is the nightclub where
many of the great musical sounds from New
Orleans were created. The stage was the home for
such renowned musicians such as Professor
Longhair, The Neville Brothers, Irma Thomas,

Allen Toussaint and Marva Wright. Join us for a
po-boy sandwich and a private live tribute to Louis
Armstrong by Kermit Ruffins. The event includes
casual dinner and two cocktails. Cost: $91 per per-
son, Tour CC.

The array of annual session tours showcase
local arts and culture, architecture, museums, lit-
erary legends, cemeteries and voodoo and shop-
ping. Some also venture outside the city to explore
nearby bayous, Cajun country and Southern plan-
tations and there’s also a riverboat cruise on the
mighty Mississippi. For those who want to enjoy
New Orleans cuisine guilt-free, the tour lineup
also includes kick-boxing classes, brisk riverfront
walks and yoga. 

All tours depart from the Morial Convention
Center. Deadline for advance purchase tickets is
Sept. 20. For more information, check out page 14
of this issue of the ADA News, pages 50-59 of the
annual session preview, call 1-504-488-5222 or
log on to “www.ada.org/goto/session”. !
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New Orleans—Because the Big Easy is
chock-full of fabulous food, music and fun, it’s
not always easy to choose the New Orleans hot
spots you’d most enjoy.

“That’s why the ADA has assembled an all-
star lineup of tours designed to connect you with
the best tastes, sights and sounds New Orleans
has to offer,” says Dr. Kenneth Schott, local
arrangements chair for the Council on ADA
Sessions and International Programs. “Whether
your style is fine dining and popular music, casu-
al food and jazz or an adventure filled with sur-
prises, we have arranged lots of terrific tours that
showcase the flavor and sounds of New Orleans.”

So, register, relax and leave the planning and
motor coach transportation to the ADA. Choose
from nearly three dozen tours, including:

" “Cabaret at the Fairmont Hotel Blue
Room,” Oct. 19, 7-10 p.m.

One of the city’s longest-running cabaret acts
takes to the stage for the ADA this evening at the
world famous Blue Room. Harry Mayrone Jr.,
Christopher Domroe Wecklein and Ann Casey
will grace the stage with music, comedy and a
few surprises. This evening includes a cocktail,
three-course dinner with half bottle of wine, spe-
cialty linens, florals and decor. Cost: $133 per
person, Tour F.

" “An Evening at K-Paul’s Louisiana
Kitchen,” Oct. 19, 7-10 p.m.

The entire second floor of world famous Cajun
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s restaurant has been
reserved especially for ADA members. The din-
ner includes hors d’oeuvres, three-course dinner,
full open premium bar, house wines, coffee, tea,
assorted sodas and waters. Cost: $173 per per-

son, Tour J.
" “House of Blues Gospel Brunch,” Oct. 20, 9-

11:45 a.m. (Q1) or 11:15 a.m.-2 p.m. (Q2)
Serving up a delicious down-home brunch, plus

an uplifting musical experience for the soul,
Sunday brunch at the House of Blues features
some of the most exhilarating gospel choirs of
New Orleans and ends by leading
you in a Second Line Parade to
“Saints Go Marching In.” Brunch
includes unlimited champagne and
mimosas. Cost: $59 per person,
Tours Q1 and Q2.

" “An Evening at Emeril’s
Delmonico Restaurant,” Oct. 20,
5:30-9:30 p.m. 

Delmonico, an icon in the New
Orleans restaurant industry, opened
in 1895 and closed its doors in
February 1997. It recently debuted
as Emeril’s newest establishment.
Under Emeril, the Creole faire
keeps many of the classic items
from the Delmonico original menu,
while adding the inventive flavors
that Chef Emeril Lagasse is known
for. A four-course meal with a
choice of entrée, wine, taxes and
gratuity are included. Cost: $188
per person, Tour I.

" “An Evening at Rock ‘N’
Bowl,” Oct. 20, 6:30-10 p.m.

Join the ADA for an exclusive
evening of bowling and rock and
roll at a New Orleans institution.
Enjoy great New Orleans cooking and cocktails
and dance to the sounds of a great local band

Fun on and
off the bayou
Tours give you a taste of New
Orleans and its environs

Tourist tradition: Visitors are encouraged to march in a Second Line Parade to the tune
“Saints Go Marching In.”

Combined pleasures: New Orleans eateries mix cuisine and music into exciting dining experiences.

forms. The preview also includes registration
forms for ADA tours and Kid’s Camp child
activity center plus a special daily planner to
help you make the most of your annual ses-
sion experience.

You can also book your discounted airline
reservations with Delta, Southwest and
United Airlines online at ADA.org, as well as

through I.T.S./ExpoExchange, 1-800-621-
1083; your travel agent; or by calling the air-
lines directly.

Want to know more about annual session
opportunities? Turn to page 13 of this issue
of the ADA News or check out the new
Annual Session Preview. 

If you haven’t received a Preview, you can
access it online at “www.ada.org/goto/ses-
sion”, call the annual session toll free num-
ber, 1-800-232-1432 or e-mail “annualses-
sion@ada.org” to request a copy. !

Best
Continued from page 21
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New Orleans—In a city known for its spicy
mixture of hot music, cool sights and rich food
and drink, it’s no surprise that annual session will
feature a jambalaya of special programs designed
to help dentists enhance daily practice with new
techniques, materials, technologies and financial
strategies.

“The special program lineup for this year is
designed to offer dentists and team members new
and exciting strategies for enhancing their prac-
tice” says Dr. Joseph Schachner, annual session
program director and member of the Council on
ADA Sessions and International Programs.
“These programs focus on the hottest issues in
dentistry today: new technologies and develop-
ments in clinical practice, effective team practice,
and women’s issues.”

These ticketed programs will convene at the
Morial Convention Center:

" 2002 Technology Day V, “Office Tech-
nology, Clinical Skills and All That Jazz,” Oct.
18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

What clinical and technical skills do you and
your staff need to jazz up your practice for the
21st century? This all-day registered clinic will
cover the latest hot topics, including computers
in clinical practice; personal digital assistants;
digital photography and digital imaging; the lat-
est high-tech products; Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act compliance;
and how technology can enhance your practice.
Cost is $275 for dentists; $190 for staff members;
and includes continental breakfast and lunch.
(Course code: C2)

" Team Building Conference VII, “Making It
Easy in the Big Easy,” Oct. 18, 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m. and Oct. 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Spend two big days in the Big Easy making
things easier in your practice by attending this
fast-paced, interactive program, presented in
cooperation with the ADA Council on Dental
Practice. Creating a motivating climate, conflict
resolution issues, problem-solving and promot-
ing initiative among team members will be cov-
ered. Cost is $260 for dentists; $175 for staff
members. (Course code: C3)

" “Oral Cancer: I Think I Found It … Now
What Do I Do? ” Oct. 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Is your office prepared to handle the oral
health care needs of cancer patients? This brand-
new all-day registered clinic will cover detection
and diagnosis of oral cancer, primary therapeutic
modalities for oral cancer and management of
complications such as mucositis, xerostomia,
osteoradionecrosis, dental caries and oral infec-
tions. Cost is $125 in advance, $150 on-site and
includes lunch. (Course code: C9)

" Two-day Esthetics Forum: “Clinical
Communication for Improved Esthetics in
General Dentistry,” Oct. 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Oct. 20, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

This unique hands-on workshop will help 
participants learn the skills to diagnose, de-
sign and deliver esthetic dentistry for every-
day use. Treatment acceptance; communication
with patients, staff and the laboratory; and in-
corporating new conservative techniques, break-
through technology and advanced materials will
be covered. Cost is $750 in advance, $850 on-site,
including lunch both days. (Course code: W3)

" ADA Women’s Leadership Conference,
“The Business  of  Dent is t ry,” Oct .  20,

9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
What does it take to keep your patients healthy,

your practice healthy and you healthy? Our panel
of experts will cover a wide range of issues facing
women in dentistry, from changing demographics
to financial management and economic indepen-
dence. Cost is $50 in advance, $60 on-site,
including lunch. (Course code: C15)

" ADA Aging and Oral Health Conference,
Oct. 21, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

This new all-day program, underwritten by
grants from Colgate-Palmolive Co. and Dentsply
International, offers practical solutions to chal-
lenges that include prevention, treating medically
compromised patients or patients with heart 

disease, medical risk assessment, esthetics, alter-
native denture techniques, root caries, nursing
home practice and marketing to seniors. Cost is
$50 in advance, $60 on-site, including lunch.
(Course code: C23)

" Two-day Esthetics Workshop, “The Cutting
Edge of Esthetics: Where Form Meets Function,”
Oct. 21 and Oct. 22, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

This unique hands-on workshop will help 
participants learn how to predict, manage and 
prevent assorted common problems and learn
real-world problem solving and transform esthet-
ic dentistry into artwork with minimal stresses.
Cost is $750 in advance, $850 on-site, including
lunch both days. (Course code: W23)

For more information or a complete list of 
conference presenters, see pages 14-20 of this
issue of the ADA News or consult the new 
64-page Annual Session Preview. !
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Special programs boost expertise

Women’s issues: Dr. Barbara Steinberg
will speak on women’s health issues during
the ADA Women’s Leadership Conference.
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More than three-fifths of adults responding to
a recent survey say they would be more likely to
select a dentist if he or she were a member of
the American Dental Association. 

“We are clearly pleased to see that the public
recognizes the value of ADA membership,” said
Dr. D. Gregory Chadwick, ADA president. 

Complete results of the 2001 Public Opinion
Survey are being released this month. 

The ADA contracted with a third party,
Zogby International, to conduct the survey to
gauge opinions and experiences with dental
health care of adults in the United States.  

Based on telephone interviews conducted in
December 2001, the findings shed light on how

consumers perceive visits to the dentist, dental
insurance, the ADA Seal of Acceptance, oral
cancer screening, tooth whitening products, flu-
oridation and other issues.

Select findings from the 2001 Public Opinion
Survey reports—Oral Health of the U.S.
Population and ADA Seal of Acceptance—
include:

! Two-thirds say that the ADA Seal is impor-
tant in their decision to buy oral hygiene prod-
ucts.

! More than four in five U.S. adults currently
have a dentist; approximately one in six does not.
The likelihood of having a dentist increases as
household income increases. Women are slightly
more likely than men to currently have a dentist.

! 92 percent say they are likely to recom-
mend their current dentist to a family member
or friend. 

! The leading reason people decide against
going to the dentist more often is high costs.
About one in 10 cite other reasons, such as a
previous bad experience with dentists, not
knowing a good dentist, believing it is not 
necessary to go until a problem occurs, fear of
pain and inconvenient office hours.

! Nearly half have used non-bleach whiten-
ing toothpastes. They are less likely to use tooth
bleach-whitening products at home or to have
bleaching treatments in the dentist’s office.

! More than one in five adults use over-
the-counter fluoride products for children; 

nearly half do not.
! One-third of respondents are very likely to

have a cavity in their back teeth filled with an
amalgam. About six in 10 have not heard any-
thing about potential health problems associat-
ed with silver fillings in teeth. 

“The findings of the Public Opinion Survey
illustrate that consumers rely on the ADA as a
trusted source of oral health information,” said
Dr. Chadwick.

For more information on joining the ADA, go
to ADA.org or call 1-800-232-1382.

To purchase a copy of either of the two
reports from the 2001 Public Opinion Survey,
contact the Survey Center at the toll-free 
number or 1-312-440-2568. "
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Consumers value ADA membership
2001 survey gauges public opinion on dentists, oral health

FDI releases
Vienna program

Vienna, Austria—A just published, 24-
page preliminary program can help you plan
a special trip combining the splendor of
Vienna and the latest in global dentistry Oct.
1-5 at the 90th FDI World Dental Congress.

The Vienna Preliminary Programme gives
you everything you need to plan your trip to
the heart of Europe, including an outline of
pre-congress clinical education courses, the
extensive scientific program, the post-
congress conference on computerized den-
tistry and the world dental exhibition. It also
includes details about FDI social programs,
optional tours and excursions, general infor-
mation and registration forms.

FDI sightseeing opportunities will include
Vienna as well as 2- and 3-day tours to
Salzburg, Budapest and Prague. More exten-
sive tours to Eastern Europe are available
through the ADA and the FDI USA Section. 

For a free copy of the Vienna Preliminary
Programme or information on ADA/
FDI-sponsored tours, call the FDI/USA 
section at the ADA toll-free number, Ext.
2727 or e-mail “hernj@ada.org”. "

Rochester, N.Y.—Eastman Kodak Co. is
stopping production of its Cook-Waite
Carbocaine HCl 2% (mepivacaine hydrochlo-
ride) with Neo-Cobefrin injectable local anes-
thetics, the company announced this spring.

Other medium-duration injectable local
anesthetics, such as the Cook-Waite Carbocaine
3% injection without vasoconstrictor and both
Lidocaine HCl 2% and Epinephrine injections
(1:100,000 and 1:50,000) will remain on the
market. 

The carbocaine 2 percent neo-cobefrin injec-
tion will no longer be available because Kodak
cannot obtain any more of the key ingredient

levonordefrin because its sole supplier has
decided to discontinue production.

Still, the lack of a mepivacaine hydrochloride
with levonordefrin formulation will have mini-
mal clinical effect on dentists and their patients,
says Dr. John Yagiela of the University of
California at Los Angeles dental school.

“The [carbocaine and lidocaine] drugs are
very similar in their effects, and I believe that
most dentists will make a transition without
really noticing any significant change,” he says.

“Mepivacaine with levonordefrin is probably
slightly shorter acting and may be slightly less
likely to cause an increase in heart rate that the
patient might notice, but slightly more likely to
increase blood pressure—but these are relative-
ly minor concerns,” he adds.

For more information, dentists may call
Kodak at 1-800-933-8031 or visit “www.kodak.
com/go/dental”. "

Carbocaine 2%
off the market

Report product problems
Got a problem with a product? Take the time

to report it, advises the ADA Council on
Scientific Affairs.

An important function of the council is to
gather reports from members about problems
they may experience with dental products.
Recently, a few dentists have reported a prob-
lem with shattering anesthesia cartridges.

The council reminds dentists of the 
importance of reporting these events. Initial
investigation indicates these events were proba-
bly isolated. However, dentists who experience
similar problems are encouraged to report them.

The most obvious place to report is to the
manufacturer or distributor. Most are eager,
the council notes, to hear from dissatisfied 
customers—especially if it enables them to 
take steps to prevent future problems and

enhance product quality.
Dentists may not know that the Food and

Drug Administration encourages health care
practitioners to voluntarily report any serious
adverse event or problem with a drug or device
to its MedWatch Medical Reporting Program.

MedWatch is an important part of the FDA’s
post-marketing surveillance system by helping
the agency track manufacturing defects and
monitor the incidence of dental product failures
to ensure patient and provider safety.

Furthermore, the council wants to hear from
ADA members about problems they experience
with dental equipment and materials.

Call the FDA MedWatch Medical Reporting
Program at 1-800-FDA-1088, fax to 1-800-
FDA-0178 or submit the reports electronically
at “www.fda.gov/medwatch”. Call the CSA 
at the ADA toll-free number, Ext. 2531. "
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Awarded by the President in the name of
Congress, the Medal of Honor—sometimes
known as the Congressional Medal of Honor—
is the nation’s highest military award for brav-
ery. 

More than 3,400 individuals have been
awarded the Medal of Honor since its inception
in 1863. 

Before Capt. Ben L. Salomon, an Army den-
tal officer and World War II hero, three dentists
received the Medal of Honor. 

Dr. Weedon E. Osborne (1892-1918), a 1915
graduate of the Northwestern University Dental
School, practiced dentistry in St. Joseph, Mo.,
and taught in Colorado before he was commis-
sioned a Navy Dental Corps officer in 1917.

A year later, Lt. j.g. Osborne reported to the
6th Marine Regiment with the American
Expeditionary Force in France during World
War I. 

The 6th Marines were under heavy fire June
6, 1918. ADA archives note:

“Osborne, who had been with the Marines at
the front only a few days when the action at
Bouresches took place, went into the zone of fire
time and again to rescue wounded. He went to
the aid of and helped to carry Capt. Donald F.
Duncan to a place of safety, when that officer
was wounded, and had almost reached it when 
a shell struck, killing both Osborne and the 
officer.”

Lt. Osborne held the distinction of “being the
first commissioned officer of the U.S. Navy to
meet his death in land fighting overseas during
World War I,” according to the Navy. 

In 1920, the Navy designated a vessel in his

Washington—Army Capt. Ben L. Salomon
came to honor long before they found his body
slumped over a machine gun on a World War II
battlefield July 8, 1944, his last noted words,
“I’ll hold them off until you get them to safety.
See you later.”

His heroism came to official recognition May
1 in sunshine crying on a White House Rose
Garden devoid of cloud or living relative in a
Medal of Honor awarded by President George
W. Bush for “a debt that time has not dimin-
ished.” Dr. Salomon’s posthumous medal is the
first ever for a member of the Army Dental
Corps.

“No one who knew him is with us this after-
noon,” the president said.

Dr. Robert West, “a true friend” in the words
of President Bush, though he and Dr. Salomon
never met, accepted the Medal of Honor for
later presentation to Maj. Gen. Patrick Sculley,
former Army dental chief, and eventual display
at the Army Medical Department Museum in

San Antonio. A facsimile of the medal will be
displayed at the University of Southern
California School of Dentistry. Dr. Salomon
was a 1937 graduate and Dr. West a USC alum
credited with righting “the honest error” deny-
ing earlier award.

Dr. Bernard K. McDermott, District 4 trustee,
represented the American Dental Association at
the ceremony. Reps. Charlie Norwood (R-Ga.),
a dentist, Brad Sherman (D), representing Dr.
West’s California congressional district, and
Mark Udall (D-Colo.) were among guests shar-
ing lawn seats with World War II and Vietnam
veterans.

The president awarded two medals this day to
“two young men who died long ago in the ser-
vice to America,” the other to Army Capt. Jon E.
Swanson, a pilot killed in Vietnam as he 
flew into enemy fire attacking a machine gun
nest. (President Bush’s remarks and a 

W h i t e
House pic-
ture of the
even t  a re
p o s t e d
online with 
a  M a y  1
p r e s s
re l ease  a t
t h e  Web
si te , “www.whitehouse.gov”.)

They came to the White House, in Dr.
Salomon’s case, to rectify a wrong, a technical-
ity, an error, an oversight, the military chiefs,
government officials, members of Congress,
reporters, photographers, veterans and others
gathered in the Rose Garden nearly 58 years
from the day Dr. Salomon earned his medal.

“He earned it on the day he died, July the
7th, 1944,” the president said. “Captain
Salomon was serving in the Marianas Islands
as a surgeon, in the 27th infantry division,
when his battalion came under ferocious attack
by thousands of Japanese soldiers. The
American units sustained massive casualties,
and the advancing enemy soon descended on
Captain Salomon’s aid station. To defend the
wounded men in his care, Captain Salomon
killed several enemy soldiers who had entered
the aid station.

“As the advance continued, he ordered com-
rades to evacuate the tent and carry away the
wounded. He went out to face the enemy alone,
and was last heard shouting, ‘I’ll hold them off
until you get them to safety. See you later.’”

Details differ in the various accounts of Dr.
Salomon’s bravery. The citation “for conspicu-
ous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty” notes
that when they found Capt. Salomon the fol-
lowing day, “98 dead enemy soldiers were
piled in front of his position.”

And when the prayers had been delivered
and the Rose Garden cleared, Dr. Salomon had
found a place in the sun. !

26 ADA News May 20, 2002

Honored, at last
‘A debt that time has not diminished’

Garden view: Dr. Salomon’s
was one of two medals
President Bush awarded 
May 1.

Washington—The citation:
The President of the United States of

America, authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of the
Congress the Medal of Honor to

CAPTAIN BEN L. SALOMON
UNITED STATES ARMY

for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty:

Captain Ben. L. Salomon was serving at
Saipan, in the Marianas Islands on July 7,
1944, as the Surgeon for the 2d Battalion,
105th Infantry Regiment, 27th Infantry
Division. The Regiment’s 1st and 2d
Battalions were attacked by an overwhelming
force estimated between 3,000 and 5,000
Japanese soldiers. It was one of the largest
attacks attempted in the Pacific Theater during
World War II. Although both units fought furi-
ously, the enemy soon penetrated the
Battalions’ combined perimeter and inflicted
overwhelming casualties. In the first minutes

of the attack, approximately 30 wounded sol-
diers walked, crawled or were carried into
Captain Salomon’s aid station, and the small tent
soon filled with wounded men. As the perimeter
began to be overrun, it became increasingly dif-
ficult for Captain Salomon to work on the
wounded. He then saw a Japanese soldier bayo-
neting one of the wounded soldiers lying near
the tent. Firing from a squatting position,
Captain Salomon quickly killed the enemy sol-
dier. Then, as he turned his attention back to the
wounded, two more Japanese soldiers appeared
in the front entrance of the tent. As these enemy
soldiers were killed, four more crawled under
the tent walls. Rushing them, Captain Salomon
kicked the knife out of the hand of one, shot
another and bayoneted a third. Captain Salomon
butted the fourth enemy soldier in the stomach
and a wounded comrade then shot and killed the
enemy soldier. Realizing the gravity of the situ-
ation, Captain Salomon ordered the wounded to
make their way as best they could back to the
regimental aid station, while he attempted to

American heroes: Veterans and military officials at the White House on May 1 listen to
President Bush recount Capt. Salomon’s World War II heroics. 

Long-time coming: Dr. Robert West, with the Medal of Honor, proudly displays Capt.
Salomon’s award. Pictured from left are Maj. Gen. Patrick D. Sculley, former chief, U.S.
Army Dental Corps; Mrs. West; and U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.). 

Word for word
Citation text presented in total

hold off the enemy until they were clear. Captain
Salomon then grabbed a rifle from one of the
wounded and rushed out of the tent. After four
men were killed while manning a machine gun,
Captain Salomon took control of it. When his
body was later found, 98 dead enemy soldiers

were piled in front of his position. Captain
Salomon’s extraordinary heroism and devo-
tion to duty are in keeping with the highest
traditions of military service and reflect great
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United
States Army. !

More
heroes
Bravery of
other dentists
recounted

! ADA War Memorial
Court, page 29
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honor—the U.S.S. Osborne (DD 295). 
The U.S. Navy promoted Dr. Alexander Lyle

(1889-1955), Dental Corps officer, vice admi-
ral. 

The 1912 graduate of the Baltimore College
of Dental Surgeons was assigned to the 5th
Marine Regiment and served with the 5th
Marines in France throughout World War I. 

Like Lt. Osborne, Vice Adm. Lyle risked his
life to save the wounded. His Medal of Honor
citation reads:

“For extraordinary heroism and devotion to
duty while serving with the Fifth Regiment
United States Marines. Under heavy shell fire,
on 23 April 1918, on the French Front,
Lieutenant Commander Lyle rushed to the
assistance of Corp. Thomas Regan, who was
seriously wounded, and administered such
effective surgical aid while bombardment was
still continuing, as to save the life of Corporal
Regan.”

Remaining on active duty after the war, he
served as Inspector of Dental Materials in World
War II. 

Vice Adm. Lyle advanced to the rank of rear
admiral in 1943—making him the first Navy
Dental Corps officer advanced to flag rank. He
died in 1955, seven years after retiring from the
Navy. 

Rear Admiral Dennis D. Woofter, chief of the
U.S. Navy Dental Corps, said Lt. Osborne and

Vice Adm. Lyle epitomized the dual role that
dental officers take on—that of health care prac-
titioner and military officer.

“They placed themselves in harm’s way on a
regular basis,” said Adm. Woofter. “Dentists
don’t sign up specifically to engage in battle,
but they get placed in circumstances like these
two gentleman, and they are called upon to dis-
play courage above and beyond the call of duty.
They were not there just to take care of teeth.”

Dr. James Okubo (1920-1967) earned the
Medal of Honor as an Army medic in World
War II. 

An American citizen of Japanese parents, Dr.
Okubo grew up in Bellingham, Wash.

After the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, the
Okubos—like other Japanese-American fami-
lies—were moved to a relocation center, or
internment camp. 

Dr. Okubo was living in the internment camp
in Wyoming when he joined the Army in 1943. 

Trained as a medic, Dr. Okubo—then Tech.
Sgt. Okubo—was assigned to a Japanese-
American unit, the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team. 

While engaged in battle in France in 1944,
Tech. Sgt. Okubo’s heroics earned him the
Silver Star, the nation’s third highest medal for
valor. 

His citation reads: “On 28 October, under
strong enemy fire coming from behind mine
fields and roadblocks, Technician Fifth Grade
Okubo, a medic, crawled 150 yards to within 40
yards of the enemy lines. Two grenades were
thrown at him while he left his last covered
position to carry back wounded comrades.
Under constant barrages of enemy small arms
and machine gun fire, he treated 17 men on 28
October and 8 more men on 29 October. On 4
November, Technician Fifth Grade Okubo ran
75 yards under grazing machine gun fire and,
while exposed to hostile fire directed at him,

evacuated and treated a seriously wounded
crewman from a burning tank, who otherwise
would have died.”

After the war, Tech. Sgt. Okubo graduated
from the University of Detroit Mercy School of
Dentistry, earning his degree in 1954. He prac-
ticed dentistry in Detroit and was a professor at

the dental school until a car accident claimed his
life in 1967. 

In 1999, the 442nd Veterans Club petitioned
Sen.  Daniel  K.  Akaka (D-Hawaii)  to
request that the Senior Army Decorations Board
review the records of 22 Asian and Pacific-
Island Americans for medal upgrades, including
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Lt. Osborne Vice Adm. Lyle Tech. Sgt. Okubo Rear Adm. Woofter

Dr. Okubo’s record.
It’s not unusual for

military awards to be
re-graded, notes Maj.
Gen. Patrick D. Sculley,
former chief of the
Army Dental Corps.
On June 21, 2000,
President Clinton pre-
sented the Medal of
Honor to Dr. Okubo’s
widow. 

“This guy volunteered out of the internment
camp,” Ed Ichiyama, a fellow 442nd veteran,
told the University of Detroit Mercy dental
school. “He was an American citizen who
looked like the enemy. He volunteered to risk his
life for the very government that put him be-
hind barbed wire. This guy was a superhero.” !

! “They placed
themselves in 
harm’s way on a 
regular basis,” said
Rear Adm. Woofter. 
“They were not
there just to take
care of teeth.”

Maj. Gen. Sculley
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Continued from page one
Salomon,” said Maj. Gen. Patrick D. Sculley,
former chief of the Army Dental Corps, “It
shouldn’t surprise you that it energizes people
who want to make sure that justice is done for
this person.”

Dr. Robert L. West, a 1952 graduate of the
University of Southern California School of
Dentistry and a retired general dentist, first
heard of Capt. Ben in 1997. 

As an editor for the USC dental school’s cen-
tennial book, Dr. West—with fellow USC dental
alumni Drs. William E. Dahlberg and William V.
Ridgeway—researched a chapter on veterans
and war heroes. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” said Dr. West from his

home in Calabasas, Calif. “This man was a hero.
He died heroically, and nothing but a military
oversight kept him from getting the proper
recognition.”

Dr. Salomon graduated from the USC dental
school in 1937. By many accounts, the tall, dark-
haired bespectacled student was popular among
his 52 classmates. 

“He was a just a real swell guy,” said Dr.
Sheldon Brockett, a retired oral surgeon and
classmate of Dr. Salomon’s. “He was a fun-
loving fellow, kind of outgoing.”

After graduation, Dr. Salomon applied for a
commission as an Army dentist. Without a need
for dental personnel at the time, his application
was placed on hold and he set up a dental prac-
tice in Los Angeles. 

In 1940, President Roosevelt signed the
Selective Service Act, requiring all males age 21

to 35 to register for military training. Dr.
Salomon was drafted as a private with the 102nd
Infantry at Fort Ord near Monterey, Calif. 

“He loved the infantry,” said Dr. West. At the
102nd, Pvt. Salomon won awards as an expert
rifle and pistol marksman, with his commanding
officer calling him “the best all-around soldier”
in the regiment, according to Army documents.

Fortunately for his platoon, Pvt. Salomon
maintained his dental practice in Los Angeles—
frequently loading a group of soldiers into his
car on weekends to provide free dental care
before reporting for duty on Monday morning. 

By the time the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor in 1941, Pvt. Salomon had become Sgt.
Salomon in command of a machine gun section
in the heavy weapons company. His days in the
infantry were numbered, though. 

“We went into World War II understaffed in

terms of dentists,” said Maj. Gen. Sculley.
“Some of the early complaints to soldiers’
homes was that there was inadequate dental
care, then we started drafting dentists around
1942.”

Dr. Salomon’s commission to the Dental
Corps came through that year. He promptly
turned it down, but even an attempt by his com-
manding officer to secure him an infantry com-
mission failed.

The infantryman then became Lt. Salomon,
the regimental dentist with the 105th Infantry in
Hawaii. 

Ever true to the infantry, “his career at the
105th was unusual,” said Dr. West. “He
treated patients in the morning and pur-

sued infantry instruction in the afternoon.”
Within a year, he was promoted to captain. 
In June 1944, the 105th was under attack on

Saipan in the Northern Marianas Islands—about
1,600 miles southeast of Japan—when the chief
medical officer was seriously wounded. 

During World War II, dental officers, when
required, assumed broader health care duties
than dentistry—which gave the 29-year-old
Capt. Salomon a key leadership opportunity, but
one that ultimately sealed his fate. 

With the batallion’s chief medical officer seri-
ously wounded, Capt. Salomon, now senior
Army Medical Department officer, volunteered
to replace him. 

Japanese forces attacked American troops on
the morning of July 7, 1944. 

Capt. Salomon tended the wounded until
“things came to a head,” Dr. West wrote in a
paper titled, “Captain Ben, Soldier-Dentist.”

“Japanese soldiers attacked the tent wherein

his wounded comrades were sheltered,” wrote
Dr. West. “Several Japanese soldiers tried to
crawl under the tent wall, and others boldly
entered through the front flap of the tent. Using
bayonet, rifle butt and rifle power, Ben dis-
pensed of the invaders.”

Later, outside the tent, Capt. Salomon found
that all the machine gunners protecting the
wounded were dead. 

“He was heard to say, ‘Everybody’s dead out
there. I can do these guys more good out there
than I can in here.’ He then instructed the enlist-
ed medics to get all of the wounded out of the
tent and evacuated back to the regiment,” wrote
Dr. West. “He shouted, ‘I’ll hold them off until
you get them to safety. See you later.’ That was
the last time anyone saw Ben Salomon alive.”

The next day, Capt. Salomon’s body was dis-
covered bent over the barrel of a machine gun
with his finger still on the trigger. There were 76
bullet holes in his body—a regiment doctor
determined he suffered 24 before he died. 

“He went out there to protect those men,” said
Dr. West. “He must have known he wouldn’t
come back. That is an act of heroism.”

Capt. Salomon was recommended for a
posthumous award of the Medal of Honor. The
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Remembering: One of the veterans who
attended the May 1 Rose Garden cer-
emony hears of Dr. Salomon’s bravery.
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award was rejected, however, in what Dr. West
calls “a travesty of justice.”

He was wearing the Red Cross brassard
on his uniform when he died,” explains
Dr. West. “According to the rules of the

Geneva Convention, a medical officer cannot
take up arms against the enemy.

“But the general who made this determination
misinterpreted the Geneva Convention,” he con-
tinued. “It turns out that medical personnel can-
not take up arms offensively but can do so in
defense of wounded, which is exactly what
Capt. Salomon was doing.”

It was an extreme situation, notes Maj. Gen.
Sculley, one that inevitably led to the mistake. 

“To have the combination of a medic in a sit-
uation where he is required to take up arms to
defend his patients is extremely rare,” he said. “I
am sure the general at the time had never had an
experience like this before.”

Having become “obsessed with righting a
wrong,” Dr. West embarked on a letterwriting
and lobbying campaign on July 7, 1997—53
years to the day after Capt. Salomon’s last battle. 

He sought assistance from his congressman,
U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.), who pro-
posed the waiver on the statute of limitations
that was later approved by Congress. 

With Maj. Gen. Sculley and civilian and mili-
tary personnel at the Pentagon playing key roles
in the process, Dr. West followed all the neces-
sary protocols in securing the Medal of Honor.
The work and the waiting consumed the next 
41⁄2 years of his life.  

“It’s a tremendously complicated process,”
said Maj. Gen. Sculley. “A nomination like this
passes through many hands of both military and
civilian leaders at the Pentagon and the
Department of Defense.”

Finally, in 1999, there was a breakthrough.
Maj. Gen. Sculley informed Dr. West that the
Senior Army Decorations Board had recom-
mended award of the Medal of Honor for Capt.
Salomon. Processing and review within the
Pentagon and then the Congress took another 
21⁄2 years. 

When the 2002 Defense Authorization Act—
which included waivers for several Medal of
Honor recipients—was signed, the award
became imminent. 

It may have been a long time coming, but it
was no less overwhelming for Dr. West. 

“I really feel like I know the guy [Capt.
Salomon],” said Dr. West. “I can’t even think of
words to show how pleased I am.”

Remarkably, Dr. West and his colleagues
were not the first to fight for Capt.
Salomon’s Medal of Honor. 

Dr. John Ingle, USC dental school dean from
1964-72, tried to secure the proper recognition
for Capt. Salomon in the late 1960s.

Working with Maj. Gen. Robert B. Shira, then
chief of the Army Dental Corps, Dr. Ingle gave
new life to the prospect of the award. 

“Maj. Gen. Shira and I worked on this togeth-
er,” said Dr. Ingle, who is now retired and living
in San Diego. “We put together a packet that we
finally submitted to the Honors and Awards
Commission.”

Despite heady opposition—a lack of eyewit-
ness accounts, lost paperwork and the expiration
of time limits on submitting awards—Dr. Ingle
and Maj. Gen. Shira were able to advance the
recommendation to the Senior Army Decorations
Board and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

But on June 10, 1972, without taking action,
the Office of the Secretary of Defense returned
Capt. Salomon’s recommendation to the Army,
saying “it was based on circumstantial informa-
tion,” according to Army documents. 

This time, the disappointment was shared by
Capt. Salomon’s family. Dr. Ingle met with
Capt. Salomon’s father and stepmother—Ben’s
mother died in 1946—he believes sometime
around 1970.  

“I wanted to go over the whole thing with

them,” said Dr. Ingle. 
He learned from the elder Salomon, a paint

company executive, that the family came to the
West Coast from New Jersey with the building
boom that followed the 1934 earthquake. It was
an emotional meeting for both men. 

“It was, he told me, the first time that anyone
showed any interest in his son,” said Dr. Ingle. 

A few days later, Dr. Ingle received a $10,000
donation to the dental school from Mr. Salomon,
thanking him for his efforts. A predoctoral clin-
ic at the USC dental school is now dedicated to
Capt. Salomon. 

The Salomon family is interred at Forest
Lawn Memorial Park in California. Dr. West
said that Mr. Salomon is recorded as having died
in 1970. Dr. Ingle believes Ben’s stepmother
passed away a few years after that. 

Upon his death in 1944, Capt. Salomon was
an only child who had never married. There
would be no widow or children to receive his
Medal of Honor from President Bush. 

In fact, exhaustive searches for relatives have
taken place, notes Dr. Harold Slavkin, current
dean of the USC dental school. 

In place of family, Dr. West accepted the
award from the president May 1. 

“I am so impressed that John Ingle, Bob West,
Bill Ridgeway and Bill Dahlberg were caught up
with the idea of ‘doing the right thing,’ ” com-
mented Dr. Slavkin. “It became a moral impera-
tive, that this man who was so brave, valiant and
wouldn’t be around for this recognition should
receive this award.”

Capt. Salomon’s Medal of Honor will
reside at the Army Medical Department
Museum in San Antonio, and his name

enshrined in the Hall of Heroes at the Pentagon.
A replica of the medal will go to the USC

dental school. Dr. Slavkin said they already have
a place for it in the school’s Learning Center. 

Plans are under way to develop educational
tools on Capt. Salomon for future generations of
students.  

“There are some very important issues that
we’d like to amplify through Ben Salomon’s
memory,” said Dr. Slavkin. “There are core val-
ues to propagate, such as character and doing the
right thing. We want people to look at this
through the prism of a young student who 
doesn’t have the intellectual or emotional con-
nection to the Depression or World War II.”

Maj. Gen. Sculley, who retired May 10, is
gratified to have had the award presented on
his watch. 

“When I first heard of Ben Salomon, I was
captivated by the story,” he said. “When I
became chief of the Corps [in 1999], I resolved
I was going to do something about it.”

Despite the futile attempts to have the
Medal of Honor awarded, the Army never for-
got Capt. Salomon. 

In 1978, a dental clinic was dedicated to his
memory at Fort Benning, Ga. Maj. Gen.
S c u l l e y  s a i d  t h e  c l i n i c  w i l l  b e  
rededicated next month to mark Capt.
Salomon’s receipt of the Medal of Honor. That
ceremony will be presided over by Maj. Gen.
Paul Eaton, commanding general of the
infantry. 

“For years down there [at Fort Benning], the
infantry has claimed Ben Salomon just as
much as the Dental Corps has, because he was
an infantryman before he was a dental officer,”
he said.

The long-awaited recognition is an honor
that is shared by members of the Army Dental
Corps, notes Maj. Gen. Sculley. 

“We always talk about Army dental officers
having a dual career,” he said. “That of 
dentist and officer. I think that Ben Salomon,
more than any other officer, epitomizes that 
dual profession. He was a great dentist and 
he was a great soldier. He was a healer and
peacemaker, but he was also an awesome 
warrior when the nefarious deeds of his 
enemy caused him to take up arms.” !

Dedication: Dr. Harold Hillenbrand (left) and Dr. C. Willard Camalier, an ADA past presi-
dent, view some of the names of the 160 military dentists who have died on active duty in
the 20th century, at the War Memorial Court dedication Aug. 14, 1969. Dr. Camalier, who
was active in government affairs, served as chair of the Committee on War Memorial.
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In tribute
ADA War Memorial Court
honors U.S. dentists who 
have died for their country

As early as 1946, the ADA sought ways to
memorialize dental officers who lost their lives
in the service of their country. 

There was talk of developing a scholarship
fund for children of dental officers, publishing
a book about dentists’ wartime experiences,
even holding a contest to let Association mem-
bers determine what form the memorial should
take. 

In the end, the ADA’s War Memorial Court,
located in the west-side outdoor lobby of the
headquarters building, emerged as the most
appropriate way to pay tribute.

Providing the dramatic backdrop are four
white marble tablets—three engraved with the
names of the 160 dentists killed in wars during
the 20th century. 

“Every time I come to the ADA, I go over
there and I stand and look at the plaque,” said
Maj. Gen. Patrick D. Sculley, former chief,
Army Dental Corps. “For Army dental officers,
it means a lot.”

In what would become a 20-year process, the
ADA Committee on War Memorial, appointed
in October 1946, collected information on den-

tal officers who died in war. 
But the memorial in its present form did not

come to fruition until the new ADA headquar-
ters building was completed in 1966. 

Dr. Harold Hillenbrand, executive director
from 1946-69, presided over the War Memorial
Court’s dedication Aug. 14, 1969. 

With representatives of all branches of the
Armed Forces Dental Corps and dental leaders
in attendance, dignitaries presented a memorial
wreath while a bugler sounded taps. 

“The War Memorial Court is dedicated to
members of the dental profession who have
given their lives in defense of the nation in
World War I, World War II, the Korean War and
the war in Vietnam,” the ceremony’s program
read. “The names of these dentists are carved in
marble plaques in the court. Fittingly, the court
is dominated by a three-figure sculpture, by
Joseph O’Connell, which both symbolizes the
family and epitomizes the family of man.”

“More than any of us, perhaps, these men ful-
filled the aspirations of our profession, by giv-
ing their lives caring for health,” Dr. Gerald
Timmons, an ADA past president, said in
remarks at the ceremony. !
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In its defamation suit against Los 
Angeles attorney Shawn Khorrami, the ADA
cites statements from a number of leading 
scient i fic , government  and consumer 
organizations attesting to the safety of dental
amalgam. 

These groups include the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, the National Institutes 
of Health, the World Health Organization, the 
FDI World Dental Federation, the U.S. 
Public Health Service and Consumers Union 

of the United States, publisher of Consumer
Reports magazine.

The complaint also quotes a 1998 statement
from the ADA’s own Council on Scientific
Affairs as well as a research paper published in
The Journal of the American Dental Association
in 1999.

Some statements cited in the lawsuit:
! As recently as February 2002, the FDA

reaffirmed the safety of dental amalgam, con-
cluding that “no valid scientific evidence has ever
shown that amalgams cause harm to patients

with dental restorations.” The statement is con-
sistent with the March 1991 findings of the
FDA’s Dental Products Panel, which said that
amalgam posed no direct hazard to patients and
that there was no reason to remove serviceable
amalgam fillings.

! In a 1997 consensus statement, the WHO
and the World Dental Federation observed that
“no controlled studies have been published
demonstrating systemic adverse effects from
amalgam restorations.”

! The U.S. Public Health Service in January

1993 reported that there was “no solid evidence
of any harm for millions of Americans who have
these [amalgam] fillings” and “no persuasive rea-
son to believe that avoiding amalgams or having
them removed will have a beneficial effect on
health.”

! An August 1991 NIH technology assess-
ment conference found that there was “no scien-
tific evidence that currently used restorations
[amalgam] cause significant side effects.
Available data do not justify discontinuing the
use of any currently available dental restorative
materials or recommending their replacement.”

! In the June 2001 issue of Consumer
Reports, Consumers Union concluded that “as far
as we know in this well-studied area, your silver
amalgam fillings are doing you no harm. ... If you
need new fillings for your back teeth, amalgams
remain the cheapest, most durable choice.” "

30 ADA News May 20, 2002

Continued from page one
aspects of dental care, but cannot tolerate
“libelous, unwarranted attacks.”

Among other allegations, the complaint says
Mr. Khorrami has accused the ADA of exerting
“undue and unfair pressure” on dentists to contin-
ue using amalgam because the Association has a
“vested economic interest” in the material.

In truth, the ADA “has no financial (or other
economic) stake in dental amalgam or the use of
mercury,” the Association says in its complaint. It
says the defendant’s “self-promoting campaign of
lies and distortion targeting the ADA is based on
defamatory statements that Khorrami published
with reckless disregard for their truth or falsity.”

The Association, notes the complaint, has filed
suit “to vindicate its reputation” and to stop the
defendant’s “campaign of lies.”

Characterizing Mr. Khorrami’s actions as
“reckless disregard for the facts,” ADA General

Counsel Peter M. Sfikas said the Association was
compelled to guard its good name through litiga-
tion. “A science-based professional association
like the ADA cherishes its reputation and has a
right to protect it against false and disparaging
remarks,” he said. 

The ADA says Mr. Khorrami is well aware
that many leading scientific and consumer orga-
nizations, independent of the Association, have
attested to the safety of dental amalgam.
Findings from six of those organizations are
cited in the complaint. (See story, this page.)

Dr. James B. Bramson, ADA executive direc-
tor, notes that amalgam is just one of a wide range
of dental materials that the Association evaluates
to help dentists and patients choose safe and
effective treatments.

Added Dr. Bramson, “The ADA is a strong
proponent of choice, with patients and their den-
tists discussing the full range of treatment options,
including filling materials, and together deciding
what is clinically appropriate.”

Thanks to the ADA’s efforts in education,
research and professionalism, he said, Americans
enjoy the highest standard of oral health care in
the world. “A lot of good people worked hard to
achieve this standard, and to build and maintain
the ADA’s good name,” said the executive direc-
tor. “We will not capitulate to the calculated, self-
promotional aims of the defendant. We will pro-
tect the good name of the ADA from such unwar-
ranted, malicious assaults.” "

Lawsuit

Notes from the ADA lawsuit
What some others say about amalgam safety

" To read the full
text of ADA vs.
Shawn Khorrami,
visit the ADA’s Web
site, “www.ada.org”.
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