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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE 91st A. D. A. SESSION 
ATLANTIC CITY - Oct. 30 to Nov. 2

ada News Letter
Vol. 3, No. 16, - August 15, 1950

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ARE EXPECTED NEXT WEEK ON BILLS CALLING 
FOR DRAFT OF FORMER ASTP AND V-12 TRAINEES AS DENTAL OFFICERS

F orm al hearings on five pending b ills  which would authorize a specia l draft of dentists 
and physicians to m eet growing needs of the arm ed  fo r c e s  for dental and m edica l o f fic e rs  are 
expected to be held next week by the House and Senate A rm ed S erv ices  C om m ittees. No definite 
date fo r  the hearings had been set at p ress  tim e. C ongressional sou rces , how ever, said that 
the hearings would probably be held within the next ten days. The b ills  propose that the arm ed 
fo r c e s , in filling quotas fo r  dental and m edica l o f f ic e r s , call up firs t  those p ro fession a l men 
who rece ived  all or part of their training at governm ent expense during W orld War II or who 
w ere deferred  to com plete their pro fession a l educations and who have not seen active m ilitary  
or naval duty. In general the b ills  fo llow  recom m endations advanced by the A .D .A . Council on 
F edera l G overnm ent Dental S erv ices  two w eeks ago (See A .D .A . News L etter, Aug. 1) which 
last week w ere approved by the A .D .A . B oard of T rustees by m ail vote. S im ilar general en­
dorsem ents of the princip le  of making young physicians, particu larly  those who rece iv ed  p r o ­
fession a l training at governm ent expense during W orld War II, elig ib le  fo r  im m ediate m ilitary  
or naval duty has been voted by the Board of T rustees of the A m erican  M edal A ssocia tion . 
Representatives of the A .D .A . and the A .M .A . and the Department of Defense are  scheduled to 
testify  at the hearings.

A .D .A . TO URGE USE 
OF CIVILIAN BOARDS

In addition to endorsing the princip le  that younger 
dentists should be made liab le  fo r  s e rv ice  as needed, 
A .D .A . spokesm en at the hearings are a lso  expected 

to urge that the National Security R esou rces  B oard or som e sim ilar governm ent agency be 
given authority to determ ine and maintain basic ratios between m ilitary  and civ ilian  re q u ire ­
ments for  pro fession a l, techn ical, sp ecia list and scien tific  personnel. Such ratios are needed 
to safeguard the health of civ ilian s and, at the sam e tim e, guarantee essential health se rv ice s  
for  m ilitary  and naval personnel. Such ra tios , if en forced , would tend to prevent over-sta ffin g  
or wastage of p rofession a l m anpower in the arm ed fo r c e s . It would a lso  tend to prevent a 
recu rren ce  of the situation during W orld War II when hundreds of dental o ffice rs  w ere assigned  
to non -profession a l duties. In accordan ce  with A ssocia tion  p o licy , A .D .A . spokesm en a lso  w ill 
urge the establishm ent of national advisory  com m ittees to corre la te  studies and recom m en d a -1 
tions for  each of the m ajor p ro fession s  or occupations in the whole m atter of assignm ent for  
m ilitary  duty or continued serv ice  in the civilian  econom y. The A .D .A . recom m endation w ill 
be that subsidiary advisory  com m ittees be established at regional, state and lo ca l lev e ls  w here 
n ecessary . In all instances, all such ad visory  com m ittees would be com posed of person s who 
are  m em bers of the p ro fession  or occupation involved. In the preparation of tentative le g is la ­
tive drafts embodying these p rop osa ls , A .D .A . representatives have w orked in c lo se  co o p e ra ­
tion with o ffic ia ls  of the A .M .A . who are considering sim ilar recom m endations.

Published by the American Dental Association, 222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill.



-  2 -

STATE SOCIETY AID SOUGHT 
IN FILLING RESERVE QUOTAS

As C ongressional action loom ed on specia l dentist- 
physician draft legislation , the A rm y m oved ahead 
with its plans to ca ll to active duty a total o f 343 r e ­

serve  o ffice rs  between Sept. 22 and Oct. 6 (See A .D .A . New L etter, Aug. 11). In severa l o f the 
A rm y areas, the d irect cooperation  of state dental soc ie tie s  w ill be requested in determ ining an 
ord er o f p r iority  for  the calling up o f dental reserv ists  to active duty. In those areas, it was 
learned, the dental surgeons w ill assign  a quota to each state in accordan ce with the number of 
resident dentists to total population of each state. L ists  of e lig ib le  dental reserv e  o ffice rs  w ill 
then be forw arded  to o ffic ia ls  o f each state socie ty  with the request that the state socie ty  sug­
gest a p riority  under which re se rv e  dental o ffice rs  would be called  to f i l l  each state quota. 
M echanism  fo r  determ ining such p rio r it ie s  would be left to the d iscretion  o f each state society . 
The A rm y ord er, calling up the 343 dental re se rv ists , how ever, specifies  that re se rv e  o ffice rs  
who have had no active m ilitary  duty are to be called  f ir s t  and then those with less  than one 
year active se rv ice . It a lso provides that deferm ents be granted to sen ior residents and p ost­
graduate students, to essential dental teachers and to o ffice rs  whose absence from  their r e ­
spective  com m unities would jeop ard ize  com munity health. In other areas, it is planned to send 
questionnaires to each re serv ist  with the request that he provide full inform ation regarding his 
p ra ctice , availability , etc. F rom  inform ation garnered from  these questionnaires, dental su r­
geons in the A rm y area would then ord er to duty the num ber of o ffice rs  required . U nofficial 
estim ates are  that about one-fourth  to one-th ird  of the 3,000 A rm y dental reserv e  o ffice rs  hold 
com m ission s  in the ranks being requisitioned fo r  active  duty.

VOLUNTEERS WILL RECEIVE 
BONUS OF $100 PER MONTH

A rm y o ffic ia ls  w ere hopeful that the m a jor  portion  of 
state quotas would be filled  by volunteers. Under 
present rulings, volunteers w ill rece ive  a sa lary  bonus 

o f $100 per month, while those who are called  without their consent w ill rece ive  only the 
authorized pay fo r  their rank. R eserve  o ffice rs  m ay volunteer, it was said, up through the 
tim e of their physica l examination. A fter being selected , reserv e  o ffice rs  w ill be given 21 days 
delay before  being required  to report fo r  actual duty.

NAVY AND AIR FORCE CALLS 
NOT EXPECTED  IMMEDIATELY

A ccord in g  to inform ation from  Washington, neither the 
Navy nor the A ir  F o rce  is planning to issue s im ila r 
com pulsory  ca lls  for  reserv e  dental o ffice rs  at the 

present. Im m ediate needs of both the A ir  F orce  and the Navy Dental Corps w ere reported  being 
filled  by volunteers, including a num ber of ex-A ST P s and V -12s . It was pointed out, how ever, 
that the situation could change overnight.

F.D.I. ACTS TO CONDUCT GLOBAL SURVEY OF DENTAL HEALTH PLANS

Plans fo r  a global survey of dental health serv ice  schem es w ere com pleted at the 38th 
annual sess ion  of the Federation D entaire Internationale in P a ris , July 23 to 30. The F .D .I. 
C om m ission  of Public Dental S erv ice  is to submit a questionnaire on control o f dental d isease to 
the W orld Health Organization fo r  distribution to governm ent agencies throughout the w orld . 
Results of the survey are expected to be presented at the Eleventh International Dental C ongress 
in 1952. N early 300 dentists from  29 countries attended the P aris  m eeting. R epresenting the 
A .D .A . w ere Dr. H arold Hillenbrand, A .D .A . secre ta ry , and Dr. B ruce D. Forsyth, dental ch ief 
o f the U. S. Public Health S ervice , Dr. H illenbrand served  as chairm an o f the finance com m ittee 
and president o f the publication com m ission . Am ong actions taken by the F .D .I. w ere r e c o m ­
m endations that " ora l hygiene should play a m ajor part in the curricu lum  of dental s ch o o ls ," 
that a ll national dental socie ties  develop agencies s im ila r  to the A .D .A . Council on Dental T h era ­
peutics, and that (the F .D .I.) "d id  not consider the whole m ed ica l curricu lum  an essentia l p re ­
requ isite" for  a dental education. Three A m ericans w ere appointed to an A rm ed  F orce s  C om ­
m iss ion  designed to give dentistry an independent status in the m ilitary  health se rv ice s , to en­
courage m ilitary  resea rch  and to standardize equipment. Named w ere Dr. R. H. F ried rich , of 
P la in field , N. J., chairm an of the A .D .A . Council on F ed era l G overnm ent Dental S erv ices ; M aj. 
Gen. G eorge Kennebeck, chief o f the U. S. A ir  F orce  Dental C orp s . and Dr. Forsyth . At the 
sam e tim e, three new dental associations - -  from  Spain, Syria and Isra e l - -  w ere voted into 
m em bership .
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LARGEST ATTENDANCE IN ASSOCIATION'S HISTORY EXPECTED AT 
ATLANTIC CITY MEETING - PLAN FOR NEARLY 15,000 DENTISTS

N early  15,000 dentists and their fam ilies are  expected to attend the 91st annual se ss io n  of 
the A .D .A ., from  Oct. 30 to Nov. 2 in Atlantic City, setting a new re co rd  in the h istory  o f the 
A ssocia tion . G eared to the anticipated huge turnout at the fou r-d a y  m id -cen tu ry  m eeting, a r ­
rangem ents fo r  the business, scien tific  and so c ia l program s are rapidly nearing com pletion . 
The A ssocia tion  last m et in Atlantic City in 1937. Am ple housing fa c ilities  are assu red  fo r  all 
v is ito rs  by the large num ber of m a jor  hotels at the nation's leading seaside re so rt . In charge 
of reservations is the A .D .A . Housing Bureau at 16 Central P ie r , Atlantic City. A pplications 
fo r  reservation s m ay be obtained in The A .D .A . Journal. Business m eetings w ill be held at the 
T raym ore  H otel w here the B oard of Trustees w ill begin deliberations Oct. 23, a w eek p r io r  to 
the sess ion . The House o f D elegates is expected to hold four m eetings, one during each day of 
the sess ion , in the h ote l's  A m erican  R oom . The general session , scheduled fo r  8 p .m ., 
Tuesday, O ct. 31, w ill a lso be held in the A m erican  R oom . In addition, there w ill be m eetings 
of 20 a llied  organizations im m ediately p r io r  to the annual session .

10 SCIENTIFIC SECTIONS 
W ILL BE PRESENTED

The scien tific  program , under the d irection  of the 
Council on Scientific Session , headed by D r. W illiam  
A . G arrett, of Atlanta, Ga., w ill be presented at the 

$15 m illion  Convention Hall. Featured on the scien tific  side o f the sess ion  w ill be m eetings of 
10 scien tific  section s, a tw o-day c lin ic  program , including nearly  200 separate table c lin ics , a 
continuous m otion p icture p rogram  and nearly  50 scien tific  exhibits. The scien tific  section s , 
with the nation 's fo rem ost dental authorities participating, w ill m eet sim ultaneously the a fte r ­
noon of Oct. 31, a ll day Nov. 1 and the m orning o f Nov. 2. A lso  at Convention Hall w ill be an 
unusually large display of com m ercia l exhibits. M ore than 150 exhibitors have booked nearly  
50,000 square feet of space.

PRESIDENT'S DINNER IS 
ENTERTAINMENT HIGHLIGHT

An extensive program  of entertainm ent has been 
planned under the d irection  of lo ca l arrangem ents 
com m ittees, headed by Dr. Edward R. White, o f J e r ­

sey  City. Outstanding is a P res id en t's  dinner in honor of Dr. Philip  E. Adam s, o f Boston, 
A .D .A . president, scheduled fo r  7 p .m . Wednesday, Nov. 1, at the T raym ore . M usic and an 
elaborate flo o r  show w ill be included in the program . Another highlight is a fed era l governm ent 
s e rv ice s  luncheon, planned fo r  noon Tuesday, Oct. 31, at the T raym ore . Dental corp s  ch iefs  of 
the A rm y, Navy, A ir  F o rce , U. S. Public Health S erv ice  and Veterans A dm inistration , as w ell 
as New Jersey  congressm en , w ill be specia l guests. A s a specia l feature fo r  fam ilies  o f den­
tists , a fashion show w ill be presented  at a luncheon at 1 p.m . Tuesday, Oct. 31, at C halfonte- 
Haddon Hall. Other activities on the socia l calendar are an entertainment and dance spon sored  
by the host New Jersey  State Dental Society, fratern ity  banquets, a go lf tournament and dinner 
spon sored  by the A m erican  Dental G olf A ssocia tion , and daily boat cru ises , bus r id e s  to h is to r ic  
points and rolling  chair rides along the boardwalk. R eservations for  the sp ecia l events should 
be m ade in advance. Checks should be sent to D r. White, at 921 Bergen A v e . , J ersey  City, N. J. 
F or the P resid en t's  dinner, tickets are $10, and fo r  the federa l governm ent se rv ice s  luncheon, 
$4. T ickets fo r  the com bined fashion show and luncheon are a lso  $4. T h ere w ill be specia l 
rates fo r  the boat cru ises  and bus rides and arrangem ents for them m ay be m ade at the r e g is ­
tration and inform ation desks at the convention.

THREE A.D.A. DELEGATES NAMED TO NATIONAL HEALTH COUNCIL

A d interin appointments o f three A .D .A . delegates to the National Health Council, an agency 
o f voluntary groups set up to coordinate public health activities on a national, state and lo ca l 
basis , have been announced by D r. Philip  E. Adam s, o f Boston, A .D .A . president. Those nam ed, 
a ll A .D .A . trustees, are Dr. W illiam  M cG ill Burns, o f Brooklyn; D r. L eR oy M. Ennis, o f P h ila ­
delphia, and Dr. Daniel F. Lynch, of Washington, D. C. At the sam e tim e, D r. Adam s nam ed 
Dr. Steve A. G arrett, of Atlanta, Ga., to f i l l  a vacancy on the A .D .A . Council on R e lie f caused by 
the death of Dr. J. R u ssell M itchell. Another council vacancy has occu rred  with the resignation  
of Dr. C o llis ter  M. W heeler, o f Portland, O re., fro m  the Council on F edera l Dental S e rv ices . 
D r. W heeler has returned to active duty in the Navy Dental C orps.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE TO WEIGH FEDERAL AID-TO-EDUCATION BILL - 
V.A. DENTAL SPECIALISTS ACT APPROVED BY SENATE GROUP

An A .D .A .-a p p rov ed  F edera l A id -to -E du cation  b ill, which provides federa l grants to sch ools  
of dentistry fo r  expansion, new construction  and sch olarsh ips, w ill be con sidered  in executive 
se ss io n  by the House Interstate and F oreign  C om m erce  Com m ittee tom orrow  (Aug. 16). The 
com m ittee weighing the b ill (H.R. 8886) is headed by Rep. R obert C ro sse r  (D ., Ohio). A  s im i­
lar m easure (S. 1453) was passed by the Senate last year. The princip le  o f federa l a id -to -e d u - 
cation was endorsed by the A .D .A . House of D elegates last O ctober at San F ra n cisco  and the 
A ssocia tion  has gone on re co rd  as favoring enactm ent of the b ill. In another leg is la tive  action, 
a dental specia lists  b ill, which would give dentists in the Veterans A dm inistration  p ro fession a l 
parity  with physicians, neared enactm ent F riday  (Aug. 11) when the Senate Com m ittee on Labor 
and P ublic W elfare, headed by Sen. E lbert Thom as (D ., Utah), acted favorably  on the A .D .A . -  
spon sored  m easure and reported  it out to the Senate. The b ill (H.R. 8619) ea rlier  was approved 
by the House. In s till another Senate action, an amendment that included a $3 m illion  appro­
priation  fo r  construction  of a building to house the National Institute of Dental R esearch  and to 
extend resea rch  was defeated by a vote of 48 to 36 with 12 senators not voting. The amendment, 
sought by a bipartisan b loc o f 26 senators, ca lled  fo r  an in crease  of $64 m illion  in funds fo r  the 
National Institutes o f Health, including cancer, m ental health and heart p rogram s, as w ell as 
dentistry.

ARIZONA ACCEPTS GRADES OF NATIONAL EXAMINING BOARD

A rizon a  last week becam e the 24th state to accept the grades of dental graduates who take 
N ational B oard of Dental Exam iner tests, accord in g  to D r. Gordon L . T eal l , o f Hiawatha, Kans., 
s e cre ta ry  of the A .D .A . Council o f the National B oard of Dental E xam iners. The U.S. Public 
Health S erv ice  and the A rm y a lso  accept these grades, which cover w ritten exam inations on the 
fundamental scien ces  and dental subjects. Dr. T ea ll said the Board w ill give its next exam ina­
tions on D ec. 4 and 5.

PLAN CONFERENCE FOR DENTAL HEALTH CHAIRMEN, STATE DIRECTORS

F or the f irs t  tim e, the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health w ill bring together state dental 
d irectors  and chairm en o f state councils on dental health when the A .D .A . annual sess ion  con ­
venes this fa ll. An a ll-d ay  con ference of state leaders w ill be held Saturday, Oct. 28, at the 
T raym ore  H otel in Atlantic City, with Dr. L eo J. Schoeny, o f New O rleans, council chairm an, 
presid ing . The program  w ill be concerned with the organization of e ffective  com m unity dental 
health program s. There w ill a lso  be a d iscu ssion  o f prepaym ent plans fo r  dental s e rv ice s . Dr. 
A llen  O. G ruebbel, council secre ta ry , said plans ca ll for  the con ference to be held annually.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A com prehensive listing of 898 graduate, postgraduate and re fresh er  cou rses  o ffered  by a c ­
cred ited  dental sch ools  and by the A rm y and Navy is available upon request to the A .D .A . 
C ouncil on Dental Education at the Central O ffice ....D r . Stanley D. Tylm an, of C hicago, ch a ir ­
man o f the A .D .A . Council on International R elations, is in B razil as a visiting p ro fe sso r  at the 
U niversities of R io de Janiero and Sao P aolo ....M idw est dentists are invited to an a ll-d ay  s e s ­
sion  on ch ildren ’ s dentistry to be held in M inneapolis by the M innesota unit of the A m erican  
S ociety  of D entistry fo r  Children, Oct. 20, at the S chool o f D entistry, U niversity o f M innesota .... 
A  total of 215 dental socie ties  throughout the United States have reg istered  fo r  the 1950-51 t e l e -  
phone se r ie s  on current advances in dentistry to be presented by the U niversity of Illinois C o l­
lege of D entistry, beginning Nov. 11 ....T h ree  new educational booklets fo r  laym en have been 
m ade available by the A .D .A . Council on Dental Health. They are "Y ou r Guide to Dental Health,"  
"Y o u r  Teeth...H ow  They G row " and " Orthodontics: Questions and A n sw e rs ." ....B a ck  issues of 
The A .D .A . Journal and The Journal o f Oral Surgery w ill be kept by lib ra r ies  in m icro film  form  
under an arrangem ent between the A .D .A . and U niversity M icro film s, Ann A rb or , M ich.
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