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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V o l. 3, N o. 15 -  A ugust 1, 1950

DENTAL RESERVISTS WILL FACE CALL TO DUTY IN NEXT FEW 
WEEKS UNLESS VOLUNTEERS INCREASE, DEFENSE CHIEFS REPORT

F o rm a l o rd e r s  ca llin g  up a su bstantia l n u m ber o f dental r e s e r v e  o f f ic e r s  w ill  be issu ed  
by the a rm ed  fo r c e s  within the next tw o or  th ree  w eeks un less th ere  is a sharp  in c r e a s e  in the 
num ber vo lu n tarily  return ing to a ctive  duty, dental co rp s  ch ie fs  o f the A rm y , N avy and A ir  
F o r c e s  have in form ed  the A .D .A . A ll th ree  s e r v ic e s  a re  p resen tly  be low  a u th orized  strengths 
o f dental m anpow er. W ith the a rm ed  fo r c e s  expanding rap id ly , the dental c o r p s  w ill need 
hundreds and perhaps thousands o f  addition al o f f ic e r s  within the next 12 m onths. E xact needs 
w e re  w ithheld fo r  s e cu r ity  rea so n s . T o date, no dental r e s e r v is t s ,  o th er than th ose  belon gin g  to  
o rga n ized  r e s e r v e  units w hich have been  activated  as grou p s, have been  ca lle d  w ithout th eir 
consent. The estim ated  10,500 r e s e r v e  dental o f f ic e r s  (7 ,000 in the N avy, 3,000 in the A rm y  
and 500 in the A ir  F o r c e ) ,  constitu te the only substantia l r e s e r v o ir  o f  dental m anpow er im m e 
d ia tely  ava ila b le  under ex istin g  authority granted the D epartm ent o f D e fen se . In addition  to 
r e s e r v is t s , dentists su b je ct  to ca ll  include th ose  under 26 y e a rs  o f age who a re  not W orld  W ar 
II veteran s and thus a re  su b je ct  to the p resen t d ra ft law. W hile no re lia b le  estim ate  o f the 
num ber o f dentists in this la tter group is a va ila b le , it is b e liev ed  to be re la t iv e ly  sm a ll c o m 
p a red  to the num ber o f ava ila b le  r e s e r v is t s .  U nder p resen t law, a ll other d en tists , including 
th ose  tra in ed  at govern m en t expen se or  who w e re  d e fe r r e d  to com p le te  th e ir  educations during 
W orld  W ar II (s e e  b e low ) a re  not liab le  fo r  s e r v i c e . A  bonus o f $ 1 00 a m onth w ill be paid a ll 
dental and m e d ica l o f f ic e r s  who volu n teer fo r  a ctiv e  duty. T h ose  ca lle d  up other than on a 
voluntary  b a s is  a re  not e lig ib le  fo r  this bonus, d e fen se  o ff ic ia ls  pointed out.

TEACH ERS AND STUDENTS M AY 
BE A LL O W E D  6 MONTHS D E LA Y

T e a ch e rs  at dental s ch o o ls  and dental students who are  
r e s e r v e  o f f ic e r s  are  exp ected  to be c o v e r e d  in an o v e r 
a ll p o lic y  being form u la ted  by the D epartm ent o f D efen se 

to grant r e s e r v is t s  engaged in e ssen tia l c iv ilia n  a ctiv it ie s  a delay in being ca lled  to a ctiv e  duty. 
Under p resen t p lans, r e s e r v is t s  co n s id e re d  in e sse n tia l w ork  w ill be granted  a s ix  m onths delay  
in ca ll. Such d e la ys , it w as sa id , w ould be granted only upon a p p lica tion  o f the r e s e r v is t  o r  h is 
em p loy er  and w ould in a ll ca se s  be lim ited  to s ix  m onths. At the end o f that tim e , a new  a p 
p lica tion  fo r  delay w ould have to be req u ested  fr o m  the branch  o f s e r v ic e  in volved . No blanket 
delays w ill be granted any s p e c i f ic  group , and each  ca se  w ill be d ecid ed  ind iv idually , it was 
rep orted . Under new o rd e r s  issu ed  fo llow in g  the outbreak  of h o s t ilit ie s  in K orea  in late  June, 
the status of r e s e r v is t s  has been fr o z e n  and no resign a tion s a re  being a cce p te d  excep t fo r  cau se .

URGE SPE C IA L D R A F T  OF 
A S T P  AND V -1 2  TRAINEES

E nactm ent o f leg is la tion  w hich  w ould p e rm it  the a rm ed  
fo r c e s  to ca ll  up as dental o f f ic e r s  fo r m e r  A .S .T .P . and 
V -1 2  tra in ees  and other young dentists who saw  little  

o r  no a ctive  m ilita ry  duty was u rged  last w eek  by the A .D .A . C ou n cil on F e d e ra l G overn m en t 
D ental S e rv ice s . This recom m en d ation , w hich  has now been  su bm itted  to the B oa rd  o f T ru s te e s , 
was voted  F rid a y  (July 28) by the C ou n cil fo llow in g  a tw o-d a y  co n fe re n ce  with dental c o r p s  ch ie fs  
and top m e d ica l o ff ic ia ls  o f S e lectiv e  S e rv ice , the D epartm ent o f D efen se  and the N ational S ecu 
rity  R e s o u r ce s  B oard . The p ro p o se d  leg is la tion  w ould  a ffe ct  an estim ated  2,000 young dentists 
en ro lled  in the A rm y  Student T ra in in g  P ro g ra m , about 500 who w ere  en ro lle d  in the N avy V -1 2  
p ro g ra m , an undeterm ined  num ber of dentists who w e re  d e fe rre d  fr o m  m ilita ry  s e r v ic e  during 
W orld  W ar II to com p le te  th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a l education , and other young dentists who have not
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seen  m ilita ry  s e r v ic e . The C ou n cil, headed by D r. R . H. F re id r ic h , o f P la in fie ld , N. J ., d e 
c la re d  that young dentists in th ese  ca te g o r ie s  "h ave  a m o ra l ob liga tion  to volunteer fo r  s e r v ic e  
im m e d ia te ly ."  The recom m en d ation s o f the C ou n cil w e re  co n s id e re d  Sunday (July 30) at a 
sp e c ia l m eetin g  o f the ad in terim  com m ittee  o f the B oard  o f T ru s te e s  ca lle d  by P re s id e n t 
P h ilip  E. A d am s, o f B oston , and r e fe r r e d  to the fu ll m em b ersh ip  o f the B oard  fo r  con s id era tion .

A .M .A . G RO U P URGES SIMILAR 
D R A F T  FOR YOUNG PHYSICIANS

A  s im ila r  stand rega rd in g  young ph ysician s tra in ed  by 
the govern m en t during W orld  W ar II was taken la st 
Saturday by the A .M .A . ' s C ou n cil on N ational E m e r 

gen cy  M e d ica l S e rv ice . P ointing out that the a rm ed  fo r c e s  fa ce d  a d ra s t ic  sh ortage o f m e d ica l 
m an pow er, the A .M .A . cou n c il sa id  that it b e liev ed  th ese  young p h ysicia n s " have the g rea ter  
ob liga tion  (to ) com e  fo r w a rd ."  W hether le g is la t io n  estab lish in g  a sp e c ia l  draft fo r  young d en 
tis ts  and p h y sic ia n s  w ould be sp o n so re d  by the D epartm ent o f D e fen se  cou ld  not be im m ed ia te ly  
lea rn ed . It was ob v iou s , h ow ever, that le g is la tio n  w ould be n e c e s s a r y  to com p e l young p r o f e s 
s ion a l m en , not m e m b e rs  o f the r e s e r v e s ,  to a ccep t  co m m iss io n s  against th eir con sen t. In 
addition  to the 2,500 young den tists, th ere  a re  about 9,000 p h ysic ia n s  who w ere  tra in ed  at g o v 
ernm ent expen se  and subsequently  d isch a rg ed  w ithout see in g  a ctiv e  duty. The recom m en d ation  
o f the A .M .A . C ou n cil was rep orted  to be under con s id era tion  by the A .M .A . ' s B oard  o f T ru ste e s .

CONSIDER PLAN S FOR DEFERRING 
P R E -D E N T A L , M E D IC A L STUDENTS

P lans fo r  the d e ferm en t o f p re -d e n ta l and p r e -m e d ic a l  
students in su ffic ien t num ber to m aintain ca p a city  en 
ro llm en ts  in dental and m e d ica l sch o o ls  in the event o f 

a ll-o u t  m ob iliz a tio n  are  under con s id era tion  by d e fen se  ch ie fs , A .D .A . o ff ic ia ls  w ere  told  at la st 
w e e k 's  W ashington co n fe re n ce s . Under p resen t S e le ctiv e  S e rv ice  regu la tion s, lo ca l draft board s 
a re  em p ow ered  to d e fer  both dental and p re -d e n ta l students until the end o f any s ch o o l y ea r . 
P lans a re  a lso  being p rep a red  to p rov id e  m in im u m  sa fegu ard s fo r  the m aintenance o f health 
s e r v ic e s  for. the c iv ilia n  population in the event of a national e m e rg e n cy .

V.A. DENTAL SPECIALISTS BILL PASSES HOUSE, GOES TO SENATE

A  dental sp e c ia lis ts  b ill, g iving dentists in the V eteran s A d m in istra tion  p ro fe s s io n a l p a rity  
with p h y s ic ia n s , w as in the hands o f the Senate this w eek  a fter a p p rova l by the H ouse. A  c o m 
panion m ea su re  (S. 2249), sp on sored  by Sen. C lyde H oey (D ., N .C .) at the requ est o f the A .D .A ., 
w as a lrea d y  b e fo re  a Senate L a b or and P u b lic  W elfa re  su b com m ittee .

SENATE BLOC SEEKS ADDED FUNDS FOR HEALTH INSTITUTES, 
INCLUDING $1,900,000 BUILDING TO HOUSE DENTAL RESEARCH

A  new m ov e  to s e cu r e  an ap p rop ria tion  o f $ 1 ,9 00 ,0 00  fo r  a build ing to house the N ational 
Institute o f D ental R e se a rch  was launched in the U.S. Senate la st w eek. T h ree  m illio n  d o lla rs  
w as ea rm a rk ed  fo r  den tistry  as a b ip artisan  b lo c  o f som e  25 sen a tors  sought an in cr e a se  of 
$ 64  m illio n  in funds fo r  the N ational Institutes o f H ealth. An am endm ent ca llin g  fo r  the in 
c r e a s e  was exp ected  to be in trodu ced  by the b lo c  in con n ection  with U.S. P u b lic  H ealth S e rv ice  
a p p rop r ia tion s . The Senate is co n s id er in g  individual item s in its $34 ,688  m illion  on e -p a ck a g e  
a p p rop ria tion  b ill. The ap p rop ria tion  fo r  the dental r e s e a r c h  institute w as authorized  in 1948 
by the 80th C o n g re ss . H ow ever, only $100 ,000  o f the $2 m illio n  o r ig in a lly  authorized  has been  
granted.

DR. HAROLD HILLENBRAND HONORED BY REPUBLIC OF FRANCE

T he h o n ora ry  title  o f C h eva lier  de l ' O rd re  de la Santé Publique (Knight o f the O rd er o f 
P u b lic  H ealth) w as co n fe rre d  upon D r. H arold  H illenbrand, A .D .A . s e c r e ta r y , by the R ep u b lic  o f 
F ra n ce  la st w eek  in P a r is . The d istin ction  was aw arded by P ie r r e  S ch n eiter, m in ister  o f pub
l ic  health . D r. H illenbrand returned  fr o m  E u rope  today (Aug. 1) a fter  attending s e ss io n s  o f the 
F ed era tion  D en ta ire  In ternationale and other dental groups abroad .
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SPECIAL DRAFT OP DENTISTS AND PHYSICIANS TIP TO 45 TEARS OP AGE 
PROPOSED IN CONGRESS - -  ASTP AND V-12 GRADS TO RE CALLED FIRST
(Since press time for the current issue of the A.D.A. NEWS LETTER, 
two bills have been introduced in Congress  which propose to 
establish a special draft of dentists and physicians up to 45 years 
of age. Details are listed in the following special bulletin:)

Washington, D.C. , Aug. 2. -  Two b i l l s  which would require 
dentists, physicians and various technical and s c ie n t ific  
specia lists  up to 45 years of  age to reg ister with  their lo ca l 
draft boards fo r  possible induction in the armed forces have 
been introduced in the House o f Representatives at Washington, 
D.C.

Both measures were proposed as amendments to the Selective 
Service Act and would give the armed forces authority to  induct 
professi onal and s c ie n t ific  personnel in much the same manner 
as now exis ts  fo r  men between the ages of 18 thru 25 years. The 
surgeons-general o f the Army, Navy and Air Force, however, have 
pointed out that professional men inducted through Selective 
Service would be given an opportunity to apply fo r  commissions.

The f ir s t  o f the two b i l ls  (H.R. 9294) was i ntroduced in 
the House yesterday (Aug. 1 ) by Rep. Anthony Cavalcante 
(D. ,  Pa. ) ,  and the second (H.R. 9311) was introduced today 
(Aug. 2) by Rep. John P. Saylor (R. ,  Pa. ) .

Both b i l l s propose the same order of p r io r ity  to be used by 
the armed forces fo r  the c a l l ing up of dentists and physicians 
for  21 months o f service, the same time specified  fo r other 
draftees.

The f ir s t  group which could be ca lled , should the b i l l s  be 
approved by Congress in their present form, would be young 
dentists and physicians who were enrolled in the Army Student 
Training Program or the Navy V- 12 program during World War II 
and who have had no active duty as commissioned o f f ic e r s .

Second in the p r ior ity  line would be those who also received 
such training but served on active duty as commissioned o f f ic e r s 
fo r  less than 21 months, not counting, time spent in post graduate 
train ing.

Third would be those professional men who did not receive 
any part o f their professional educations at government expense
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but who have had less than 90 days prior honorable mil i ta r y  or 
naval duty.

Fourth in lin e  are those whose to ta l active service is  less  
than 21 months.

Both b i l l s  also provide that others not included in the 
f i r s t  four groups may be called up fo r  service as prescribed by 
the President. The Saylor b i l l  contains an added provision 
that inductees applying fo r  a commission would be granted a 
60- day deferment.

A.D.A. o f f i c ia ls  immediately asked to be given an opportu
n ity  to te s t ify  at any hearing on the b i l ls  before the Armed 
Services committee o f the House. Wh ile  o f f i c ia l  comment was 
withheld pending a study o f  the fu l l  text o f the new measures, 
A.D.A. o f f ic ia ls  pointed out that the Association would in s is t  
upon amendments which would guarantee that dental personnel 
called up by the armed forces would be u tilized  in a profession
al  capacity and that safeguards be included to maintain basic 
health services for  the c iv ilia n  population.

Although i t  was learned that defense o f f ic ia ls  were con
sulted concerning the b i l l s  prior to their introduction , no 
indication has been given as to whether the b i l l s  w ill  be active
ly  supported by the Defense Department.

As written, neither b i l l  sp e c ifica lly  mentions dentists or 
physicians although these two categories o f personnel are their 
d irect targets. The b i l l s  propose that " the President is  author
ized, pursuant to requisitions submitted by the Department o f  
Defense, to require special registration  o f and to make special 
ca lls  for  persons in needed professional, technical, s c ie n t if ic  
and sp ecia lists  categories who have not yet reached the age of 
4 5  at the time o f reg istration , and persons c a l led hereunder 
shall be lia b le  fo r  induction for  not to exceed 21 months of 
service in the armed fo r c e s ."

#  #  #
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MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL REPEALING PROJECT 
TO TRAIN DENTAL NURSES AT FORSYTH INFIRMARY, BOSTON

R e p ea l o f the enabling act setting up the fe d e ra lly - fin an ced  dental n u rse  tra in in g  p lan  at 
F o rsy th  D ental In firm a ry  at B oston  b eca m e  law la st w eek  as G ov. Paul A . D ev er  o f M a s s a 
ch u setts s ign ed  the b ill p a ssed  by both h ou ses o f the M a ssa ch u setts  le g is la tu re  a m onth b e fo r e . 
The g o v e r n o r ' s a ction  put to an end the y e a r - old  state authority granted  fo r  the tra in in g  o f 
fem in in e  p e rso n n e l to p re p a re  and f i l l  ca v itie s  in ch ild re n ' s teeth  under the su p e rv is io n  o f a 
re g is te r e d  dentist. T erm in a tion  o f the p ro g ra m , w h ich  has a ttracted  national attention , w as in 
a cco rd a n ce  with A .D .A . p o licy  esta b lish ed  by the H ouse o f  D elegates  la st  O cto b e r . In a r e s o 
lution , the H ouse d ec la re d : " A  teach ing p ro g ra m  d esign ed  to equip and tra in  p e rso n n e l to 
tre a t  ch ild re n 's  teeth  cannot be given  in a le s s  r ig o r o u s  co u r s e  o r  in a sh o rte r  tim e  than that 
approved  fo r  the education  of d e n tis ts ." L a st M ay, the H ouse o f  D elegates  o f the M a ssa ch u setts  
D ental S ocie ty  voted again st the p r o je c t .  And in June the s o c ie ty ' s B oa rd  o f  T ru s te e s  w ent on 
r e c o r d  against the p ro g ra m . The F orsy th  p r o je c t  was put into op era tion  la st July. A c c o r d in g  to 
re p o r ts  fr o m  B oston , o ff ic ia ls  o f the F o rsy th  In firm a ry  are  con s id er in g  plans fo r  the te rm in a 
tion  o f the p r o je c t .

DEPLORABLE' EFFECT OF NEW ZEALAND DENTAL NURSE PLAN 
ON CHILDREN'S DENTISTRY REPORTED BY DR. ALLEN GRUEBBEL

The dental n u rse  plan in New Z ea lan d , op era ted  by the govern m en t s in ce  1921, has had a 
" d e p lo ra b le " e ffe c t  on the p r a c t ic e  and d evelopm en t o f ch ild re n ' s d en tistry  in that nation, D r. 
A l l en O . G ru e b b e l, s e c r e ta r y  o f the A .D .A . C ou n cil on Dental H ealth, d e c la re d  in a re p o r t  
re le a s e d  F rid a y  by the A sso c ia t io n . D r. G ru ebbel spent two m onths in New Z ea lan d  su rvey in g  
the sy s te m  under w hich 85 p er  cent o f New Z ea la n d ' s 320,000 ch ild ren , fr o m  3 to  13, r e c e iv e  
n e a r ly  a ll dental ca re  fr o m  g o v e rn m e n t-sa la r ie d  dental n u rs e s . The n u rses , a fte r  lim ited  
tra in in g , f i l l , e x tra ct and clean  teeth  o f  ch ild ren . D r. G ru ebbel w as a ss ig n ed  by the A .D .A . 
B oa rd  o f T ru stees  to evaluate the dental n u rse  plan a fter  p ro p o sa ls  w ere  advan ced  fo r  the 
esta b lish m en t o f a s im ila r  plan in M a ssa ch u se tts . D r. G ru ebbel sa id  he found that the in c id en ce  
o f  dental d ise a se , p a rticu la r ly  dental decay , is " at lea st tw ice  as high as in m o st  a rea s  in the 
United S ta tes ."  The dental n u rse  sy stem , he rep orted , has had " a d e le te r iou s  e ffe c t  on the 
s c ie n t if ic  developm en t o f p ed od on tics . D en tistry  fo r  ch ildren , w hich  m any au th orities  b e lie v e  to 
be the m ost im portant part o f dental p r a c t ic e ,"  he sa id , " is a lm ost co m p le te ly  n e g le cte d  by the 
dental p ro fe s s io n  in New Z ea lan d , and until th ree  y e a rs  ago w as not taught in the dental s c h o o l ." 
He sa id  that under the sch em e , dental ca re  fo r  ch ild ren  has been  " r e le g a te d  a lm o st  e n tire ly  to 
p a rtly  tra in ed  a u x ilia ry  p e rs o n n e l."

SCIENTIFIC TRAINING 
'D E L IB E R A T E L Y  E X C LU D E D '

D r. G ru ebbel w as sh arp ly  c r it ic a l  o f the tw o -y e a r  
tra in ing co u rse  p rov id ed  dental n u rses  by the g o v e rn 
m ent. "A lthough  the dental n u rse  is exp ected  to p r o 

v id e  a s c ie n t if ic  health s e r v ic e , a con s id e ra b le  p ortion  o f w hich is  o f a su rg ic a l nature, she is 
g iven  no s c ie n t if ic  tra in in g ."  D r. G ru ebbel sa id  s c ie n t if ic  a sp ects  w ere  "d e lib e r a te ly  exclu d ed  
fr o m  the co u r s e  o f in stru ction  in o rd e r  that dental n u rses  w ill not d eve lop  a p r o fe s s io n a l a tti
tu d e ." He sa id  a ch ild  was su pposed  to be r e fe r r e d  to a dentist i f  the dental n u rse  b e lie v e d  he 
req u ired  treatm en t beyond h er s co p e , but added that "th is  p r a c t ic e  is  m o re  often  the ex cep tion  
than the ru le ."  He continued: "Y ou n g  ch ild ren  need such  exp ert s e r v ic e s  as s u r g ic a l  trea tm en t 
o f  the pulp, p reven tive  and c o r r e c t iv e  orth odon tic ca re  and p rev en tiv e  and c o r r e c t iv e  trea tm en t 
fo r  abn orm al grow th  and developm en t - -  s e r v ic e s  w hich  few  ch ild ren  in New Z ea lan d  now  r e 
c e iv e ."  He sa id  that sa t is fa c to ry  exam inations and d iagn oses w e re  m ade im p o s s ib le  by the a l 
m o s t  com p le te  lack  of x -r a y  equipm ent. He a lso  found the use o f  qu estion ab le  ty p e s  o f fillin g  
m a te r ia ls . D r. G ruebble  sa id  that the govern m en t sp on sorsh ip  o f the sch em e  had g iven  New 
Z ea lan d  parents a fa lse  sen se  o f s e cu r ity  regard in g  the dental health o f th e ir  ch ild ren . P oin ting  
out that the dental nurse  plan has se rv e d  as the b as is  fo r  the d evelop m en t o f a la rg e  s c a le  s y s 
tem  o f state den tistry  in New Z ea lan d , D r. G ru ebbe l rep orted  that a la rg e  num ber o f den tists  b e 
lie v e  " that dental ca re  co n tro lle d  by the state eventually  w ill lead  to a se r io u s  d e te r io ra t io n  o f 
the quality o f dental ca re  as is now taking p la ce  in the fie ld  o f m e d ic in e  in N ew Z e a la n d ."
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MRS. HAROLD W. OPPICE, WIFE OF A.D.A. PRESIDENT- ELECT, DIES

M r s .  H aro ld  W. O ppice , w ife  of the p r e s id e n t - e le c t  o f the A .D .A .,  died July 15 at her  hom e 
at L in co ln w ood , Ill . ,  a fter  a b r ie f  i l ln ess .  In addition to  her husband, M r s .  O ppice  is su rv ived  
by a son, Dr. R ob ert  W. Oppice, who is a sso c ia te d  with his father in the p r a c t ic e  o f  dentistry , 
and a daughter, M r s . Ruth C. M i l l e r . T h ere  a re  two grandsons , Thom as L . M i l le r  and H arold  
W . Oppice.

DR. HARRY BEAR, VIRGINIA DENTAL DEAN, DIES

D r . H arry  B ear ,  dean of the M ed ica l  C o lleg e  o f V irg in ia  S ch oo l o f  D entistry  s in ce  1929, 
died  July 30 in R ich m on d  fo llow ing  an operation . He was 59 yea rs  old. Dr. B ea r  had se r v e d  
p rom in en tly  in the A m e r ic a n  Dental A s s o c ia t io n  and a sso c ia te d  dental groups fo r  m any y e a rs .  
He was v ice  p res id en t  o f the A .D .A .  in 1929 and a tru s tee  fr o m  the fifth d is tr ic t  f r o m  1932 to 
1935. In 1929 he was p res iden t  o f  the V irg in ia  State Dental A sso c ia t io n .  He was a ch a rter  
m e m b e r  of the A m e r ic a n  Society  of O ra l Surgeons, se rv in g  as pres id en t  o f that organ ization  in 
1931 and s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  f r o m  1933 until his death. In 1940 he was p res id en t  o f  the 
A m e r ic a n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Dental S ch oo ls .

DR. ARTHUR MERRITT CHOSEN FOR HENRY SPENADEL AWARD

D r . A rthur H. M e rr it t ,  o f New Y o rk City, A .D .A .  p res id en t  in 1939-40, was s ing led  out last 
w eek  as f i r s t  re c ip ien t  o f  the H enry Spenadel A w ard  f o r  s ign ificant s e r v ic e  to dentistry , it was 
announced by Dr. Isa d ore  T e ich , cha irm an of the aw ard  com m ittee .  The honor w ill  be co n 
fe r r e d  Oct. 2 by the F i r s t  D is tr ic t  Dental S ocie ty  o f  New Y ork , o f  which Dr. M e r r it t  was p r e s i 
dent in 1918-19.

A.D.A. DENTAL TRADE COUNCIL MEETS WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF LABORATORIES - JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE PROPOSED

A ppointm ent o f  a jo in t  standing com m ittee  f r o m  the A .D .A . and the A m e r ic a n  Dental L a b o r 
a tory  A s s o c ia t io n  to d is cu ss  m utual p ro b le m s  was p r o p o se d  at a m eeting  in C h icago  of the 
A .D .A .  C ouncil  on Dental T rade  and L a b o ra to ry  R e la tion s  with rep resen tat ives  o f  the A .D .L .A. 
in m id - J uly. The p r o p o s a l  w ill  be subm itted to the H ouse o f D elegates  along with a r e c o m 
m endation  that the a ccred ita t ion  p ro g r a m , on a state b a s is ,  be given another y ea r  of tr ia l .  The 
m eeting , ca lled  by D r. F .  W. H erbine, o f  Reading, P a ., cha irm an o f  the C ouncil,  re ite ra ted  its 
op pos it ion  to the l icen s in g  of dental technicians and la b o r a to r ie s .

REPORT $931 MILLION SPENT ON DENTAL CARE IN 1949

A m e r ic a n s  spent $931 m il l ion  fo r  dental ca re  in 1949, the U. S. D epartm ent o f  C o m m e r c e  
est im ated  last  month. The new estim ate, re le a s e d  in Survey o f Current B u sin ess  f o r  July, 
show ed that dental expenditures last year  w e re  at an a l l - t im e  high, n early  4 p er  cent above the 
tota l in the p rev iou s  peak y e a r , 1948. The f igure  did not include dental expenditures by g o v 
ernm ent or  by philanthropic  organ iza t ion s. The estim ate  of d ire c t  con su m er  expenditures fo r  
p h y s ic ia n s ' s e r v ic e s  was $2,267 m illion , about two and one - half t im es  the total r e c e iv e d  by 
d en tis ts .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

Tw o d istinctions have recen tly  been  c o n fe rre d  on Sen. L e s te r  C . Hunt (D ., W y o .), only 
dental m e m b e r  o f the Senate. He was p resen ted  with an h on orary  m e m b e rsh ip  in the D is t r ic t  
o f  C olum bia  Dental S ocie ty . An h on ora ry  L .L .D .  d e g re e  was co n fe rre d  upon h im  by the U n iver 
s ity  o f  W yom in g . . . . R e a r  A dm. C lem ens  V. Rault , who re cen t ly  re t ire d  as ch ie f  o f the Navy 
Dental C orp s  to b e c o m e  dean of the G eorgetow n  U nivers ity  School o f Dentistry , has been aw arded 
the Navy D istinguished S e rv ice  M edal fo r  " e xcep tion a lly  m e r ito r io u s  s e r v i c e "  as ch ie f  o f  the 
c o r p s . . . . T he A .D .A . C ou n cil  on Dental Education has approved  the dental internship  p ro g r a m s  at 
two U. S. M arine  hosp ita ls  - -  at C h icago  and at B righton, M a s s . . . .M ore  than 7,000 sta ff  positions  
in U. S. hosp ita ls  a re  held  by dentists, a ccord in g  to a p a r t ly -c o m p le te d  census co m p ile d  by the 
A .D .A .  C ouncil  on H ospita l Dental S e rv ice .
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ARMY ISSUES GALL FOR 343 RESERVE DENTAL OFFICERS TO REPORT FOR 
ACTIVE DUTY - -  INCLUDES 285 GENERAL PRACTITIONERS, 58 SPECIALISTS

A formal ca ll for  343 reserve dental o ffice rs  to report for  
active duty with the Army between Sept. 22 and Oct. 6 was issued this 
afternoon, Friday, Aug. 11, at Washington, D. C., by Army Surgeon 
General Raymond W. B liss.

In the same order, Gen. B liss issued a ca ll fo r  734 medi cal 
o f f ic e r s , 50 veterinary medical o ffice rs  and 455 medical service 
o ff i cers.

Quotas were assigned to each of the six Army d is tr ic t s . Each 
command was requested to attempt to f i l l  the quotas with volunteers 
but to ca ll reserves without their consent i f  necessary.

Reserve o ffice rs  who have had no active m ilitary duty are to be 
called f i r s t .  Second in p r ior ity  w ill be those who have had less than 
one year active duty.

Under the order, one- third of the reserve o ffice rs  are to report 
for duty by Sept. 22, one- t hi rd by Sept. 26 and the remaining one- third 
by Oct. 6.

Those who volunteer fo r  21 months o f active duty w ill be e lig ib le  
for a $100 a month salary bonus, while those called without th e ir  
consent w ill receive only the authorized pay and allowances fo r  their 
respective grades, Gen. B liss declared.

For the purpose of the $100 a month bonus, reserve o ffice rs  w ill  
be considered to be volunteers i f  they voluntarily request active duty 
prior to their actual assignment by the Army. This means, i t  was 
explained, that a reservist could volunteer for duty a fter he received 
his ca ll  to report fo r  a physical examination provided he has not 
already been assigned by the Army.

For dental reserv ists , deferments or delays in pal l  w ill be 
granted to those who are senior residents or post-graduate students 
for the balance of their current year 's  training, to essential members 
of dental fa cu lties , and to reserve o ffice rs  " in communities the health 
of which would be duly jeopardized i f  such o ffice rs  were ordered to 
extended active duty."

In a ll cases, requests fo r  delays in ca ll must be made by the 
individual a fter receipt of his orders. In no cases w ill blanket 
deferments be made for those in the above categories, i t  was said.

(more)
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Included in the quota fo r  dental o ffice rs  were 285 general p ra cti
tioners holding the rank of captain or lieutenant; 29 oral surgeons, 
including 6 lieutenant colonels, 18 maj ors and 5 captains or l i euten
ants; and 29 prosthodontists , including 6 lieutenant colon els, 18 
maj ors and 5 captains or lieutenants.

The quotas by Army commands were established as fo llow s : (In 
each case the quota fo r  general practitioners is  lis te d  f i r s t  followed 
by the quotas of oral surgeons and prosthodontists respectively .)

F irst Army (New York) 81, 8, 8; Second Army (Laurel, Md.)  57, 6, 
6; Third Army (Atlanta, Ga.)  27, 3, 3, Fourth Army (San Antonio, Tex. ) 
20, 2, 2 ; F ifth  Army (Chicago) 81, 8, 8; and Sixth Army (San Francisco) 
1 9 , 2, 3.

Reservists called up with organized units w ill not be counted in 
f i l l in g  the assigned quotas.

The announcement of the ca ll , the f ir s t  to be made by a branch of 
the armed forces on other than a voluntary basis, was read to repre
sentatives of the A.D.A.,  the American Medical Association, the 
American Veterinary Medical Association and the American Nurses 
Association at a meeting especially  called by Gen. B liss .

It could not be immediately learned i f  the Air Force and the Navy 
were planning to issue similar ca lls  fo r  reserve dental o f f ic e r s .

At the meeting, Maj. Gen. Wal t er D. Love, ch ief o f the Army Dental 
Corps, said that he had instructed a ll  dental surgeons not to ca ll 
dental reservists to active duty until fu l l  dental fa c i l i t ie s  were 
available.

Reservists w ill be given 21 days in which to report a fter they 
are accepted and assigned to duty.

The action by the Army came as four separate b i l ls  were pending 
in Congress to authorize the armed forces to ca ll up f ir s t  those 
dentists and physicians who received a ll  or part of their training at 
government expense during World War II and did not see active service. 
Hearings on these b i l l s ,  which in general fo llow  recommendat i ons 
supported by the A.D.A ., w ill not be held fo r  10 days to two weeks. 
The latest of the b i l ls  (S.4029) was introduced in the Senate on Aug. 
9 by Sen. Guerney (R., S.D .) and is  similar to the Saylor b i l l  
(H.R. 9311) and the Cavalcante b i l l  (H.R. 9294). (See A.D.A. News 
Letter, Aug. 1)

#  #  #
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