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ada News Letter
V ol. 3, No. 14 -  July 15, 1950

NAVY DENTAL CORPS MAKES URGENT APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS - 
A.D.A. CONFERS WITH MILITARY, CIVILIAN DEFENSE CHIEFS

An urgent appeal for naval dental re se rv is ts  with the rank o f com m ander or less  to 
volunteer im m ediately for active duty was made this week as defense chiefs rushed plans for  
the exp ansion of all branches of the m ilitary  serv ices  as a resu lt o f the K orean cam paign. 
Sim ilar requests from  the A rm y and the A ir  F orce  w ere reported  to be under consideration . 
D efense S ecretary  Johnson announced that there w ere no im m ediate plans for  calling r e s e r v 
ists  other than on a voluntary b a s is. Washington observers  re p o rte d , h ow ever, that the situa
tion could change overnight. Under the new draft law, which was e ffective  June 30, re se rv is ts  
m ay be called  " with or without their consent." Keeping in c lose  touch with developm ents in 
the nation's  cap ital, A .D .A . representatives last week con ferred  with m ilitary  and civilian  
defense chiefs regarding the need fo r  dental personnel in the present em ergency. A  m eeting 
of the A .D .A . Council on F edera l G overnm ent Dental S e rv ice s , headed by Dr . R . H. F r ie d r ich , 
of P la in fie ld , N. J., has been ca lled  for July 26 and 27 in Washington to conduct a full sca le  
review  of the situation. M eeting with the Council w ill be Dr. Philip  E. Adam s, A .D .A . p r e s i
dent; D r. L . M. Cruttenden, assistant A .D .A . secretary , and M r. F ran cis  J. G arvey, secre ta ry , 
Council on L egisla tion . The appeal for  naval re se rv e  o ffice rs  to volunteer for active duty was 
made by Rear Adm . Spry O. C laytor, new ch ief o f the Navy Dental C orp s , in a letter to Dr. 
Adam s. He said: "Due to the present w orld situation which has changed this past w eek ...the 
Navy is now in urgent need of the se rv ice s  of reserv e  dental o ffice rs  presently  in an inactive 
duty status." S ervice would be fo r  at least 12 m onths.

M ILITARY SERVICES MAY CALL 
1,200 MORE DENTAL OFFICERS

The three m ilitary  branches m ay soon requ ire  
an additional 1,200 dental o f fic e rs , it was e s ti
m ated on the basis of P resid en t Trum an' s ca ll 

for 630,000 additional men to bring the arm ed fo rce s  up to authorized strength. The figure of 
1,200 is based on the working ratio of the arm ed serv ices  of two dental o ffice rs  for  each 1,000 
m ilitary  personnel on active duty. A ll three dental corps ch iefs, Adm . Clayt o r , M aj. Gen. 
W alter Love of the A rm y, and M aj. Gen. G eorge Kennebeck o f the A ir  F o rce , and D r. R ichard  
M eiling, d irector of m edica l s e rv ice s  in the Defense Departm ent, con ferred  last week with D r . 
F r ied r ich  and M r. G arvey. In all three corp s , it was reported , dental strength was not quite at 
p a r . The situation in the A rm y and the A ir  F o rce  corp s , how ever, was reported  as not yet su f
ficien tly  c la r ified  to perm it an accurate estim ate of im m ediate needs for  additional dental m an
power.

O V E R -A L L  DEFENSE PLANNING 
IS STEPPED UP BY N .S.R .B .

Planning for c iv ilian  defense in relation  to the 
health serv ices  is  a lso  being stepped up by the 
National Security R esou rces  Board, A .D .A . re p 

resentatives w ere in form ed at a later con ference with Dr. N orvin K ie fer , ch ief, health serv ice  
division , N .S.R .B . M eeting with D r. K iefer w ere D r. E. Harold Gale, of Albany, N. Y ., ch a ir 
man of the A .D .A . Council on L eg isla tion , D r. F ried rich  and M r. G arvey. A greeing that dental 
needs of civilians had been largely  ignored  during W orld War II, D r. K iefer suggested that the 
A .D .A . be prepared to cooperate in the form ation  of plans regarding a procurem ent and assign 
ment serv ice  for dentists in the event of a full sca le  em ergency. P lans are also being con -
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sidered  for the preparation  o f a m aster list o f all dental personnel in the nation and fo r  the 
establishm ent o f basic  ratios between dental needs of the m ilitary  and the civ ilian  populations. 
P resen t p lans, it was rep orted , ca ll for  dentists to assum e a m ajor ro le  in civ ilian  defen se . In 
the event of attack, dentists would be placed in charge of f ir s t  aid centers w here em ergency 
treatm ent would be provided casualties before  being tran sferred  to general h osp ita ls .

TRUMAN PLAN TO SET UP NEW FEDERAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
REJECTED OVERWHELMINGLY; HOUSE VOTES 249 TO 71

R eorganization  P lan No. 27 to establish  a new cabinet department of health, education and 
secu rity  was re je cted  overw helm ingly this week by the House of R ep resentatives . The House 
voted 249 to 71 in favor of a resolu tion  disapproving the p rop osa l, 31 m ore votes than the 
m ajority  o f 218 requ ired  to k ill the plan. It was a v ictory  for the A .D.A . and other organ iza
tions that had active ly  opposed the proposal as leading to governm ent health insurance. And it 
was the second attempt by the adm inistration to transfer the Federal Security A gency into a 
cabinet-rank departm ent with O scar Ewing as the probable secre tary . Last year the Senate 
re jected  a s im ila r  plan. "T h is  is not even a reorgan ization  plan," Rep. L es lie  C. Arends (R ., 
III.) told the House before  the voting. " It reorgan izes  nothing. It would be m uch m ore a ccu r
ate to ca ll it a p o litica l prom otion  plan fo r  the advancem ent of socia lized  m edicine. Instead of 
reducing expenditures, this plan w ill lead to in creased  spending and p olitica l con tro l. . . ."  A l
though Senate action was not requ ired  because either cham ber could k ill the plan by m ajority  
vote , the Senate Expenditures Com m ittee ea rlier  in the day voted six  to three to r e je c t  it .

DENTAL TRADES VOTE OPPOSITION TO COMPULSORY HEALTH SCHEME

D isapproval o f the adm inistration 's  proposed  com pu lsory  health insurance program  was 
voted unanim ously at the 69th annual m eeting of the A m erican  Dental Trade A ssocia tion  held 
recently  in D ixville  Notch, N. H. The action follow ed an address by Dr. Philip  E . Adam s, 
A .D .A . president, who said, " I  can think of no area where the A m erican  Dental Trade A s s o c ia 
tion could cooperate with the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  to better advantage than in this 
m atter of p reserv in g  the traditional methods of p ractice  which have contributed so much to the 
high standards o f A m erican  dentistry." The resolu tion  opposing the health schem e stated in 
part: "W e are convinced that a national program  of com pu lsory  health insurance would not 
contribute e ffective ly  to the im provem ent of the health of the public, but that, in fact it would 
tend to im p eril the further developm ent of m ed ica l and dental resea rch , technic and p ra c tice , 
and....w ould u ltim ately im p eril the basis of our com petitive enterprise system ."

"AREAS OF MISUNDERSTANDING" 
ARE DESCRIBED BY DR. ADAMS

In his talk, D r. Adam s d escribed  som e of the 
"a re a s  of m isunderstanding" between the dental 
p ro fess ion  and the denta l trades H e  c i t e d  

equipment, m ateria ls  and technics which have fa iled  to live up to pr om otional c la im s. "W hether 
these fa ilures w ere due to lack of sufficient re se a rch  or c lin ica l tria l before re lea se , whether 
the early  re lea se  was prom pted by purely business reasons or a desire  to p lace what was con
sidered  an im proved too l in the hands of the p ro fess ion  m akes little d ifferen ce ," he said. "T h e 
resu lt w as, at least tem porarily , shaken confidence on the part of the p ro fession  in a group who 
should always com m and and deserve the confidence and resp ect of the p ro fess ion ." D r. Adam s 
suggested that a cooperative e ffort between the Trade A ssocia tion  and the A .D .A . ' s Council on 
Dental Trade and L aboratory  Relations and its Council on Dental R esearch  could do m uch to 
avoid s im ila r  occu ren ces  in the future. D r . Adam s listed  as another point o f fr ic tion  the m at
ter o f exhibits at dental society  m eetings. E xhibitors who contend that revenue they provide 
" supports" the dental socie ties  are resented on two counts, D r. Adams said. F irs t , it is rare 
that this revenue does m ore than im plem ent other revenues and second, there is a recognition  
by dentistry that exhibit expense is a legitim ate charge against business expense in general 
and becom es a fa ctor  determ ining the ultimate p r ice  of dental goods. Pointing out, how ever, 
that the exhibitor "has a p erfect right to expect and demand value rece ived  for the m oney he 
spends for  spa ce ," D r. Adam s added that "th ere  are no insurm ountable b a rr ie rs  to com plete 
understanding through negotiation and education." D r . A dam s' frank d iscussion  of these points 
o f fr ic tion  was w arm ly w e lcom ed  by A .D .T .A . o f fic e rs  and m em bers at the m eeting.



-  3 -

FIRST DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY IN NEW YORK CITY 
ANNOUNCES VOLUNTARY DENTAL INSURANCE PROGRAM

The firs t  voluntary pre-paym ent dental insurance plan in the United States to be sponsored  
by a dental society  was launched this week in New York City. The plan, ca lled  Group Health 
Dental Insurance, Inc., was approved by m em bers of the F irst  D istrict Dental Society of the 
State of New York, follow ing its endorsem ent by the board  of d irectors  after a tw o-year study. 
Announcement of the so c ie ty 's  approval was made by Dr. O scar Jacobson, socie ty  president, 
and Dr. B isse ll B. P a lm er, secretary  and adm inistrative o ffice r  of the insurance plan. They 
said the program  was designed p rim arily  to m eet the cost  of adequate dental care  for  fam ilies  
with incom es of less  than $ 5 ,000. Initially the program  in its present form  w ill be lim ited  to 
25,000 su bscribers  for  a tw o-year period. M em bership w ill be based on group enrollm ents 
with su bscribers  requ ired  to be m em bers of an em ployed group of at least 60 person s of whom 
at least 75 per cent enroll. Dependents - -  w ives or husbands and children fro m  two to 18 - -  
are also included. Prem ium s are expected to be $ 1 9.80 a year for  a single person ; $ 3 9.60 fo r  
a fam ily  of two, and $ 72 fo r  a fam ily  of three or m ore . The benefits w ill cover all treatm ent 
fo r  fam ilies with incom es of le ss  than $5,000. If the incom e exceeds that amount, Group 
Health Dental Insurance w ill pay an indemnity toward the cost of the se rv ice s . The plan w ill 
operate in two stages. The f ir s t  ca lls  for the correction  of existing dental defects to be paid 
fo r  by the subscriber up to $ 1 50 at a m oderate sca le  o f fees . The plan w ill pay for  costs  in 
excess  of $ 1 50. With accum ulated defects of the past co rrected , the second stage, that of 
m aintenance, w ill go into operation and Group Health Dental Insurance w ill m eet the costs  of 
all the dental serv ices  fo r  those in the $ 5,00 0 -o r - l ess incom e bracket. The patients w ill have 
a fre e  choice of any participating dentist and treatm ent will be given in the o ffice s  of the 
dentists.

45 MILLION OF 96 MILLION U. S. ADULTS HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
DENTAL CARE IN TWO YEARS, NATION-WIDE SURVEY REVEALS

N early half the adult population of the United States has not been to a dentist within the last 
two yea rs , according to a recent dental and m edica l survey. The poll, conducted by Dr. G eorge 
Gallup, d irector of the A m erican  Institute of Public Opinion, revealed  that of the 96,000,000 
m en and women over 21 in the United States, m ore  than 45,000,000 have not re ce iv ed  dental 
treatment for two yea rs , som e 30,000,000 have not seen a dentist in m ore than four years and 
approxim ately 4,000,000 m en and women have never rece ived  dental care . L e s s e r  num bers of 
people have not had m edica l care . The figures showed that 28,000,000 adults, or 29 per cent 
of the adult population, have not v isited  a physician in two year s; 13,000,000 have not seen one 
in four years, and about 1,000,000 persons have never consulted a physician. The figu res fo r  
dental treatment bore  out the findings of sm aller sca le  studies conducted by the A .D .A . which 
has long advocated that dental health can best be maintained by examinations every six  months 
and not l ess than once a year. The A ssocia tion  has contended that about 92 per cent of children 
and adults are in need of dental care . The poll a lso  indicated that a slightly higher proportion  
of women than of men have v isited  a dentist within recent months. Eleven per cent of the 
women have rece ived  dental treatm ent within the past five  months as com pared  with nine per 
cent of the men. The survey was ca rr ied  out from  coast to coast.

FEDERATION DENTAIRE INTERNATIONALE MEETS IN PARIS

Several United States dentists, including an o ffic ia l delegation from  the A .D .A ., w ill be in 
P aris  next Sunday (July 23) to attend the 38th annual session  of the Federation Dentaire In ter
nationale. The m eeting, which is to be held in conjunction with the scien tific  sess ion s  of the 
Journees Dentaires de P a ris , w ill celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the F .D .I. 
S cientific , socia l and business session s w ill continue through July 30. P resid ing at the se ss io ns 
w ill be Mr. Charles L. N ord, of A m sterdam , F.D .I. president. Dr. Harold Hillenbrand, A .D .A . 
secretary , heads the A m erican  delegation which a lso  includes Dr. B ruce D. F orsyth , ch ief of 
the dental division of the U.S. Public Health Service; Dr. L. R. Main, dean of the St. Lou is 
U niversity School of D entistry, and Dr. Kenneth A. B ignell, of Chicago, se cre ta ry  of the 
A m erican  Academ y of R estorative Dentistry.
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DENTISTS, PHYSICIANS AND PHARMACISTS UNITE AT ILLINOIS 
STATE RALLY TO COMBAT COMPULSORY HEALTH INSURANCE

" The p ro fe s s io n a l m an should apply the sam e zea l to p o lit ica l a ctiv ity  as he does to t r e a t 
ing h is p a tien ts ,"  den tists , p h ys ic ia n s  and p h a rm a cis ts  w ere  told  la st Sunday at S p rin g fie ld , I l l . ,  
at the f i r s t  in ter - p ro f e ss ion a l ra lly  on a state le v e l to com bat co m p u lso ry  health in su ran ce . 
N ea rly  400 m e m b e rs  o f the I llin o is  State Dental S oc ie ty , the Illin o is  State M ed ica l S ocie ty  and 
the I llin o is  P h arm aceu tica l A s s o c ia t io n  h eard  D r. R. B . R ob in s , p h ysician , D e m o cra tic  national 
com m itteem a n  fr o m  A rk an sas and outspoken opponent o f the ad m in istra tion 's  co m p u lso ry  
health  in su ran ce  sch e m e , who a s s e r te d  that it w as the duty of m e m b e rs  of the p r o fe s s io n s  in d i
v id u a lly  to stim ulate p o lit ica l a ctiv ity  am ong th eir co lle a g u e s  and patients. The m eetin g , 
opened by D r. W illiam  E. M a yer, o f E vanston, III., ch a irm an  o f the state dental s o c ie ty 's  c o m 
m ittee  on fe d e ra l health le g is la tio n , a lso  h eard  a B r it ish  su rgeon , D r. Ralph J. G am p e ll, o f 
San F r a n c is c o , who sa id  he le ft  England b eca u se  p ra ctic in g  m ed ic in e  th ere  w as " l ik e  w ork ing  
in a sau sage fa c to r y ."  D r. G am p ell sa id  the p os ition  of dentists had p ro g r e ss iv e ly  d e te r io ra te d  
under the B r it ish  health plan. A  th ird  sp ea k er , Sen. K arl E. Mundt (R ., S. D .) ca lled  upon the 
p ra ct it io n e r s  to fight "th e  spread  o f creep in g  s o c ia l is m ."

ALL DENTISTS URGED TO SUPPORT A.D.A. - CARE BOOK FUND DRIVE

A  new appeal fo r  con tribu tion s to the A .D .A . - C A R E  B ook  Fund w as issu ed  today by D r. 
Stanley D. T y lm an, o f C h ica go , ch a irm an  o f the A .D .A . C ou n cil on International R e la tion s . 
D onations a re  being asked  of a ll dentists fo r  the p u rch a se  o f dental book s fo r  w ar - dep leted  
l ib r a r ie s  o f E urope and A s ia . C ontributions to date a re  fa r  be low  the $250,000 goa l esta b lish ed  
fo r  the d r iv e . R ecen tly  the M as s ach u se tts Dental S oc ie ty  voted  its fu ll support o f the cam paign  
and D r. T ylm an  has asked  a ll other dental s o c ie t ie s  to  take s im ila r  action . C ontributions 
should  be m a iled  to : A .D .A . - C AR E B ook  Fund, 222 E. S u p erior  S treet, C h icago 11, I l l .

DR. JAMES H. PENCE IS NEW DENTAL DEAN AT CREIGHTON

D r. Jam es H. P e n ce , of B ism a rck , N. D ., has been  appointed dean of the C reigh ton  U n iv e r - 
sity  S ch ool o f D en tistry , su cceed in g  the late D r. H erbert E. K ing, who died M ay 11. He 
a ssu m e s  h is duties July 17. D r. P e n ce , who is  now d ir e c to r  of the o ra l hygiene d iv is ion  of the 
N orth  Dakota p u b lic health departm ent, jo in ed  the A r m y  Dental C orp s  in 1923, two y e a rs  a fter 
h is graduation  fr o m  K ansas C ity -W estern  Dental C o lle g e . He re t ir e d  fr o m  a rm y  s e r v ic e  in 
1948. D uring the w ar he org a n ized  the dental c lin ic  at Cam p E ll is , I ll ., and se rv e d  as ch ie f of 
dental s e r v ic e  at P e r c y  Jones G en era l H ospita l, B attle C reek , M ich .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

T he f ir s t  h osp ita l o f the a rm ed  fo r c e s  to r e c e iv e  A .D .A . approva l as a train ing cen ter  fo r  
dental re s id en ts  w as announced la st  w eek when a tw o -y e a r  p ro g ra m  at W alter R eed  G en era l 
H ospita l w as voted  on fa v ora b ly  by the C ouncil on D ental E du cation . . . . T ota l A .D .A . m em b ersh ip  
re a ch e d  74,338 on June 30, an in cre a se  o f 1,314 o v e r  the tota l on June 30,1949. In breakdow n 
the la test tota ls  a re : a ctiv e , 6 3 ,1 42 ; l ife , 2 ,452; student, 8 ,438; a ffilia te , 234; r e l ie f  r e c ip ie n ts , 
69, and a s s o c ia te , 2 . . . . P re lim in a ry  re su lts  o f the re ce n t A .D .A . su rvey  o f dental p r a c t ic e  w ill 
be  m a ile d  la te  th is m onth to dentists who p a rtic ip a ted , M r. B. Duane M oen, a ssista n t d ire c to r  
o f the B ureau  o f E con om ic  R e s e a rch  and S ta tis tics , sa id  this w eek. C om plete  re su lts  w ill be 
re p o r te d  in a s e r ie s  o f a r t ic le s  beginning in The Journal o f the A m e rica n  Dental A s s o c ia t io n  
fo r  A u g u st . . . . D r. J. R u sse ll M itch e ll, o f A tlanta, G a ., a m em b er  of the A .D .A . C ou n cil on 
R e lie f ,  d ied  July 1 . . . .D r. C. S. R en ou ard , o f Butte, s e c r e ta r y  o f the Montana State Dental 
S o c ie ty , has been  appointed to the A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  o f the B ureau o f E con om ic  R e s e a rch  
and S ta tis t ics , su cceed in g  the la te  D r. H erbert E. K ing, o f O m aha, N eb . . . . The F e d e ra l S ecu rity  
A d m in is tra tion  re ce n tly  a llo ted  grants tota lling  $ 6 3,768 to dental s ch o o ls  fo r  support and 
im p rov em en t o f ca n ce r  in stru ction . Now a ll but th ree  of the nation 's  41 dental s ch o o ls  r e c e iv e  
such  gran ts.
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