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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r
V ol. 3, N o. 9, -  M ay 1, 1950

MID-CENTURY ISSUE OF A.D.A. JOURNAL NEXT MONTH 
WILL EVALUATE FIFTY YEARS OF DENTAL PROGRESS

F ifty  y ea rs  o f dental p r o g r e s s  w ill be evaluated in a sp e c ia l  m id -ce n tu ry  is su e  o f The 
Journal o f the A m e r ica n  D ental A s s o c ia t io n  to  be published June 1. F o rty  o f the n a tion ' s 
lead in g authorities on den tistry  have con tribu ted  to the 2 24 -p a ge  a n n iv ersa ry  num ber that w ill 
t r a c e  the s to ry o f den tistry  fr o m  the days o f foo t engines and overh ea d  ca b led  h an dp ieces to 
the p resen t era . F o r  the s p e c ia l is su e , leading sc ie n tis ts  have con tribu ted  a r t ic le s  on su b ­
je c t s  cov er in g  a ll ph ases o f m od ern  dental s c ie n c e . G uest ed itor  o f the s c ie n c e  se c t io n  is  D r. 
H am ilton  B. G. R ob in son , o f C olu m bu s, Ohio. A d van ces in dental lite ra tu re  a re  d e s c r ib e d  in 
another section , with M r. G ardn er P . H. F o le y , o f B a ltim ore , as guest e d ito r . The th ird  
s e c t io n  is  devoted  to p r o g r e s s  in dental education  and lice n s u re , w ith D r . H arlan  H. H orn er, 
o f  A lban y , N. Y ., as sp e c ia l ed ito r . A d van ces  in s o c ia l  re sp o n s ib ility  is the su b je ct  o f a 
fourth  section . D r. H arold  J. N oyes , o f P ortlan d , O r e ., is  its  guest e d ito r . A s  a sp e c ia l  
fea tu re , the is su e  w ill l is t  the nam e o f the " dentist o f the h a lf cen tu ry ,"  nom inated  by his 
co llea g u es  in each  o f the sta tes . The p u b lica tion  w ill a lso  con ta in  a num ber o f photographs 
con trastin g  dental treatm en t and education  through the y e a r s . D r. L on  W. M o r r e y , ed itor  o f 
The Journal, pointed  out that the contents o f the s p e c ia l is su e  m ake it a m ile s to n e  in dental 
jo u rn a lism  and that the pu b lica tion  w ill be a re fe r e n c e  w ork  o f unusual va lue.

CONGRESS AGREES ON NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION; 
COMMITTEE TO WEIGH V.A. DENTAL SPECIALIST BILL

L e g is la tion  o f in te rest to d en tistry  took  on new life  this w eek  in  W ashington. A  c o m ­
p r o m is e  b ill creatin g  a N ational S c ien ce  F oundation aw aited P re s id e n t T ru m an ' s s ignature 
a fter its approva l by the Senate and H ouse, D ental and m e d ica l s ch o o ls , teach ing h osp ita ls  
and re s e a r c h  cen ters  w ould be a ffe c ted  by the a ct to p rom ote  and coord in a te  govern m en t a c t i ­
v it ie s  in  the fie ld  o f b a s ic  r e s e a r c h . The b ill sets  up a foundation, headed by a 2 4 -m e m b e r  
b oard  and a $15 ,000  a y ea r d ir e c to r , to  let r e s e a r c h  con tracts  and m ake fe llow sh ip  grants fo r  
s c ie n t if ic  stu d ies. A n ap p rop ria tion  o f $500 ,000  is  au th orized  fo r  the f ir s t  y ea r and 
$ 1 5 ,000,000  a y ea r a fterw a rd s .

PA TH O LO G Y IN STITU TE 
BUILDING A P P R O V E D

A n oth er p ro p o se d  law awaiting the P re s id e n t ' s sign atu re  ca lls  
fo r  con stru ction  o f a building fo r  the A rm y  Institute o f P ath o logy , 
the la rg e s t  institution  o f its kind in  the w orld . T he A .D .A . ' s 

H ouse o f D elegates voted  to su pport a new build ing in a re so lu tio n  p ro p o se d  by the A s s o c ia ­
tio n 's  C ou n cil on Dental M useum  and R e g is try  la st O ctob er . The b ill  t ra n s fe r re d  con stru ction  
fr o m  the in it ia lly -ch o se n  s ite  on the grounds o f the arm y h osp ita l at F o r e s t  G len , M d ., to 
W alter R eed h osp ita l in W ashington, D . C. S ev en ty -fiv e  per cent o f the in stitu te 's  fa c i l it ie s  a re  
devoted  to conducting studies and s e rv ic in g  the a rm ed  fo r c e s  and the V eteran s A d m in istra tion  
in consu ltation , d ia gn osis , b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  and advanced tra in in g . The rem ain in g  25 p er  cent 
re p re se n ts  s e r v ic e s  ava ilab le  to m em b e rs  o f the dental, m e d ica l and v e te r in a ry  p r o fe s s io n s  
and to other fe d e r a l a g en cies .
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VOTE EXCISE CUTS 
FOR CAMERAS, FILMS

Of specia l in terest to dentists was an action of the House Ways 
and Means Com m ittee considering excise  taxes. It voted to 
reduce to 10 per cent the 15 per cent m anufacturer's  tax on 

film s and plates and to elim inate entirely the 25 per cent tax on cam eras and apparatus. In 
still another action on the legislative  front, an A .D .A .-sp on sored  b ill to set up a rank for  den­
tal specia lists  in the department of m edicine and su rgery  o f the Veterans Adm inistration w ill 
be the subject o f an executive sess ion  o f the House V eterans' A ffa irs  Com m ittee May 9. The 
b ill (H .R. 3209), introduced by Rep. John E. Rankin (D .-M iss .), chairm an o f the com m ittee, 
provides for  doctors  of dental surgery  or dental m edicine to be named as dental specia lists  by 
the V .A . The sp ecia lis t would need to be certified  by a specia lty  board of his p ro fess ion  and, 
if  none existed, he could be qualified by an examination given by a V .A . board. Dental 
sp ecia lists  would be granted an in crease  in pay of 25 per cent, with a salary lim it o f $11,000 
annually.

PLAN PROGRAM OF 200 CLINICS FOR 91st A.D.A. ANNUAL SESSION; 
HOUSING BUREAU TAKES APPLICATIONS FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS

P reparations fo r  an extensive program  of c lin ics  to be presented at the 91st annual 
sess ion  of the A .D .A . from  Oct. 30 -  Nov. 2 in Atlantic City m oved ahead this w eek with a 
total of 200 c lin ics  planned. Dr. W alter Buchmann, of Chicago, c lin ic  section  chairm an, has 
requested  that A .D .A . m em bers with knowledge of persons having m ateria l that m ay be 
desirab le  for a c lin ic  subm it their names to D r. L . M. Cruttenden, A .D .A . assistant secretary , 
at the Central O ffice . These suggestions w ill be review ed by the section  on clin ics  in making 
up the final p rogram . In another activity for the convention, the A .D .A . Housing Bureau 
o ffic ia lly  opened today (May 1) at 16 Central P ier , A tlantic City. It w ill begin taking applica­
tions im m ediately for hotel reservations for the convention. A pplication form s are printed 
in the M ay issue of The Journal o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , together with a chart 
showing the location  of 39 hotels. B ecause requests fo r  reservations this year w ill be s e r v ­
ice d  as m uch as p ossib le  on the basis of p re feren ce , a ll m em bers wishing to stay in a hotel 
of their ch o ice  are urged to send in their applications im m ediately. No applications w ill be 
honored which are not m ade on the printed blank. M eanwhile, with an eye to the 1953 annual 
sess ion , A .D .A . o ffic ia ls  are checking convention fa c ilities  at M iam i, F la. An invitation to 
hold the A .D .A . convention there was rece ived  last month. Constituent and com ponent socie ties  
in other areas of the country that would like to have the 1953 convention in their cities  are 
urged to take definite action this sum m er so that the invitations m ay be considered  by the 
A .D .A . House of D elegates in Atlantic City. Convention cities  are chosen three years in 
advance of the m eeting. To qualify for  consideration , all invitations from  cities m ust have 
dental socie ty  approval.

DENTISTS URGED TO RETURN SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRES

Thousands o f filled  out questionnaires w ere pouring into the A .D .A . Central O ffice  this 
w eek as dentists a cross  the nation took part in the m ost com prehensive survey of dental p ra c ­
tice  ever m ade by the A ssocia tion . Those dentists who have not yet returned their question­
naires are urged to m ail them as soon as possib le  in ord er that the A .D .A .' s Bureau of 
E conom ic R esearch  and Statistics m ay com pile the data at an early  date.

CANADIAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION TO HOLD 
ANNUAL MEETING MAY 15-17 IN TORONTO

The 75th anniversary of the beginnings of dental education in Canada w ill be m arked at 
the annual m eeting of the Canadian Dental A ssocia tion  to be held from  May 15 through 17 at 
the Royal York H otel in Toronto. The program  the final day w ill be presented as a postgrad­
uate cou rse  by the U niversity of Toronto Dental School. D r. Philip E. Adam s, A .D .A . p r e s i­
dent, has appointed D r. Charles I. Taggart, of Burlington, Vt., F irst  D istrict trustee, as 
o ffic ia l A .D .A . representative at the three-day sess ion . A  h istoric  highlight of the convention 
w ill take p lace at the annual business m eeting the opening day when Newfoundland, brought 
into the Dominion of Canada last year, w ill be admitted to corporate  m em bership .



U. S. TREASURY RULES RELIEF CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX EXEMPT

The U. S. T re a s u ry  D epartm ent has fo r m a lly  ru led  that con tribu tion s to the A .D .A . R e lie f 
Fund can be taken as exem ptions in the paym ent o f fe d e ra l in co m e  ta x es . The ru ling ca m e in 
resp o n se  to a q u ery  by the A s s o c ia t io n 's  le g a l cou n se l. It c la s s if ie d  th ese  con tribu tion s as 
g ifts  to a re c o g n iz e d , n o n -p r o fit  ch a rity . Under the p resen t law such  g ifts  can be deducted up 
to 15 p er  cent o f the in d iv idu a l' s g ro ss  in co m e . The ruling a lso  co n firm e d  the ta x - exem pt 
status o f the R e lie f  Fund it s e lf  and m akes it p o s s ib le  to m ake bequ ests  to the fund that a re  
exem pt fr o m  fe d e r a l estate  ta x e s .
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 
REACH  TOTAL, OF $82,053

A .D .A . R e lie f  con tribu tion s fo r  the 1949-50  cam paign  rea ch ed  
$ 8 2 ,0 5 3 . 59 this w eek, s ligh tly  m o r e  than 82 p er  cent o f the 
quota se t  when the cam paign  began la st  N ov em b er . T h is y e a r ' s 

to ta l is  an a ll- t im e  high and is  $ 20 ,730 .10  m o r e  than the tota l donations to the Fund during the 
p rev iou s  peak  y e a r , 1948-49 . A dd ition a l donations during A p r il  am ounted to $ 1 ,8 7 9 . 37, r e p ­
resen tin g  558 indiv idual con tribu tion s. The tota l num ber of con tr ib u tors  now stands at 32,087 
or  s ligh tly  under 50 p er cent o f the tota l num ber o f a ctive  and l ife  m e m b e rs  of the A .D .A . The 
a vera ge  con tribu tion  was $2 .5 6 . E leven  constituent s o c ie t ie s  have e x ceed ed  th e ir  quotas and 
nine oth ers a re  above 90 p er  cent o f quota. The le a d e rs , with p er  cent o f quota contributed , 
a re  as fo l lo w s :

A labam a 215 M ontana 112 W ashington 103 L ou is ia n a 95
Panam a C. Z . 137 N. C arolin a 108 Utah 99 T en n essee 94
N. Dakota 135 New M e x ico 108 W. V irg in ia 98 M is s is s ip p i 94
S. C a lifo rn ia 131 H aw aii 104 A r iz o n a 96 F lo r id a 92
G eorg ia 113 O regon 103 Idaho 95 N eb ra sk a 91

FEDERATION DENTAIRE INTERNATIONALE WILL MEET 
IN PARIS JULY 23-30; U. S. MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 856

U. S. dentists a re  invited  to the annual m eetin g  o f the F ed era tion  D en ta ire  In ternationale, 
w o r ld -w id e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f p ro fe s s io n a l dental grou p s, w hich w ill  be h eld  in P a r is , July 2 3 -30 , 
it was announced th is w eek  by D r. M . F . W atry , o f B r u sse ls , B elg iu m , g en era l s e c r e ta r y . The 
p ro g ra m  w ill  s t r e s s  dental education  and the s o c ia l  s e r v ic e  ph ases o f  d en tistry . A m on g A .D .A . 
rep r e s e ntatives w ho w ill  attend the m eetin g  is  D r. H arold  H illenbrand, A .D .A . s e c r e ta r y . 
O ther A s s o c ia t io n  d e lega tes  a re  exp ected  to be appointed sh ortly . The F .D .I . has m ade 
arran gem en ts w ith the A m e rica n  E x p ress  C om pany to  enable U. S. dentists to  a rra n ge  in ad ­
van ce  fo r  a ll functions o f the m eetin g  as w e ll as hotel a ccom m od a tion s . The fed era tion  now 
has 856 A m e r ica n  dentists on its m em b ersh ip  r o l ls ,  a ccord in g  to D r. O ren  A . O liv e r , o f N ash ­
v ille , T e nn., t r e a s u r e r  fo r  F .D .I . en ro llm en t in the United States, A n oth er a ctiv ity  o f the 
fed era tion  took  shape this w eek  with the announcem ent that the In ternational D ental Journal 
w ill  m ake its f i r s t  appearance in S eptem ber. T he new s c ie n t if ic  E n glish  language q u a rterly  
w ill  in clude p a p ers  p resen ted  at in ternational dental co n g r e s s e s  in addition  to  rep ortin g  F .D .I . 
new s. The ed itor is  M r . H. H. Stones, o f  L iv e rp o o l, England, d ir e c to r  o f dental education  at 
the U n iversity  o f L iv e r p o o l. C orresp on d en ts  a re  now being appointed in cou n tr ies  throughout 
the w orld . Annual su b scr ip tion s  m ay be obtained fo r  $ 6 .30  p ost fr e e , fr o m  M e s s r s .  C a s s e ll 
and C o ., L td ., 3 7 /3 8  St. A n d rew ' s H ill, London, E . C. 4, England.

NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY EMPLOYS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

The D ental S ocie ty  o f the State o f New Y ork  la st  w eek  announced the appointm ent o f M r . J. 
M . H aley, o f New Y ork , as execu tive  s e c r e ta r y , a new p os ition  on the s o c ie ty ' s s ta ff. M r . 
H aley is  a graduate o f H oly C r o ss  C o lle g e  and fo r  17 y e a rs  has been  a s s o c ia te d  with the 
N orth eastern  R eta il L u m berm an ' s A s s o c ia t io n  at R o ch e ste r , N. Y . W ith the appointm ent o f 
M r . H aley, the N ew Y ork  s o c ie ty  b eca m e the ninth constituent s o c ie ty  o f the A . D .A . to em ploy  
a fu ll -t im e  ex ecu tiv e  s e c r e ta r y . The oth ers a re  C a lifo rn ia , Southern C a lifo rn ia , D is tr ic t  o f 
C olum bia , M ich igan , O klahom a, P en n sylvan ia , T en n essee  and W iscon s in . A  num ber o f other 
state s o c ie t ie s  have fu ll -t im e  dental s e c r e t a r ie s .



NEW LAW STRENGTHENS LABORATORY PRESCRIPTION ACT

The New Y o rk  state leg is la tu re  has p a ssed  th ree  law s o f sp e c ia l  in te re s t  to  den tistry . 
Str e n gthening the en forcem en t o f the dental la b o ra to ry  p r e s c r ip t io n  act, one law p rov id es  fo r  
in sp e cto rs  fr o m  the attorney g e n e ra l ' s o ff ic e  to in vestigate  com p la in ts . They a re  to have the 
righ t to  enter a ll  p la ce s , either d en tist ' s o f f ic e s  or  la b o r a to r ie s , w h ere  cop ie s  o f p r e s c r ip ­
tions fo r  p ro s th e t ic  app lian ces a re  re q u ire d  to be kept under the ru ling  that app lian ces m ay be 
m ade on ly  by a dentist o r  on the w ritten  p re s c r ip t io n  o f a dentist. V io la to rs  a re  su b ject to a 
fine o f $ 1 00 to $500 and up to a y e a r 's  im p rison m en t. In another a ction , the leg is la tu re  voted  
that c it ie s  and tow ns a re  to assu m e re sp o n s ib ility  in any m a lp ra c t ice  su its brought against 
m u n ic ip a lly -e m p lo y e d  dentists and p h y s ic ia n s . The le g is la tu re  a lso  a cted  to grant fo u r -y e a r  
$ 3 ,000 s ch o la rsh ip s  to veteran s o f W orld  W ar I and II fo r  dental s ch o o ls  in New Y ork . A p ­
p lica n ts  a re  re q u ire d  to be res id en ts  o f the sta te . They m u st a lso  have been  inducted in New 
Y ork .
PLAN MIDDLE STATES BRANCH OF PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

O rgan iza tion  o f a m id d le  states bran ch  o f the A m e r ica n  P u b lic  H ealth A s s o c ia t io n  is a 
goa l o f a M id d le  States P u b lic  Health C on feren ce  to be held  T hursday and F rid a y  (M ay 4 and 
5) in D es M o in es , Ia ., a cco rd in g  to D r . L eon ard  C. M u rra y  o f D es M o in es , s e c r e ta r y  o f the 
co n fe re n ce . P e rs o n s  fr o m  N orth  and South Dakota, N ebraska , K an sas, M innesota , Iowa, W is ­
con sin , I llin o is , Indiana, M ich igan  and O hio a re  invited . A m on g num erou s se ction a l m eetin gs 
w ill  be one at 2 P .M . T hursday on " M a ter ia ls  and M ethods in D ental H ealth E d u cation ."

DENTAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS ARE UP 13 PER CENT

T ota l undergraduate en ro llm en t in the n a tion 's  a ccre d ite d  dental s ch o o ls  w as 13 p er  cent 
h igher during the sta rt o f the cu rren t s ch o o l y ea r  than the tota l fo r  the p rev iou s  y e a r , a c c o r d ­
ing to in form a tion  in the Dental Student's R e g is te r  -  1949 w hich  w as publish ed  this w eek  by 
the A .D .A . C ou n cil on D ental E ducation . The p resen t en ro llm en t included  3,0 79 fresh m en , 
2,931 so p h o m o re s , 2,759 ju n iors  and 2,567 s e n io r s . In addition , th ere  was a tota l o f 1,536 
p ost-g ra d u a te , graduate and s p e c ia lis t  dental students en ro lled  in a ccre d ite d  institutions this 
y e a r . A n in c r e a s e  (14  p er  cent) w as a lso  r e c o rd e d  in the num ber o f dental hygiene students 
en ro lle d  fo r  1949 -50 . The tota l num ber o f dental hygiene students this y ea r  was re c o rd e d  at 
1,091. C op ies  o f the R e g is te r  m ay be obtained without ch a rge  upon req u est to  the C ouncil on 
D ental E ducation .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

D r. A lle n  O. G ru ebbel, s e c r e ta r y  o f  the A .D .A . C ou n cil on D ental H ealth, a rr iv e d  in this 
cou n try  A p r il  27, having com p leted  a tw o-m on th s study o f the dental n u rse  p ro g ra m  in New 
Zea lan d . He w ill  re p o r t  h is findings d ire c t ly  to the A .D .A . B oard  o f T r u s te e s … .A  $ 1 0,000 
s ch o la rsh ip  fund has been  given  anonym ously  to  the E m o ry  U n iversity  S ch oo l o f  D en tistry . It 
has been  d ed ica ted  in honor o f D r. M a lv ern  D . Huff, who re t ire d  in 1948 a fter  47 y e a rs  on the 
dental fa cu lty  o f that s c h o o l… .Gr e at B r ita in 's  M in is try  o f E ducation  has announced that it 
w ill  soon  begin  an exp erim en ta l p r o je c t  w ith 3 ,000 ch ild ren  to d eterm in e  the e ffe ct iv en ess  o f 
to p ica l ap p lica tion s  o f sod ium  flu o r id e … .A  plan fo r  flu oridatin g  the m u n icip a l w ater supply of 
N ew ark, D e l., has been  approved  by the State B oard  o f H ealth… .B oth the H ouse and the Senate 
o f the M a ssa ch u setts  le g is la tu re  have p a ssed  reso lu tion s  opposin g  fe d e ra l co m p u lsory  health 
in su ra n ce … .Dom us M ed ica , an orga n iza tion  w hich p rom otes  in ternational re la tion s  between 
p h ysic ia n s  of a ll cou n tr ie s , re cen tly  expanded its  s e r v ic e s  to  in clu de  in form a tion  on d en tistry . 
H eadqu arters o f  the organ ization  a re  at 111 E . Oak St., C h icago , I l l… .The United M ed ica l 
A d m in istra tion  B ill  (H .R . 5182) has been  op p osed  by the A .M .A . on the grounds that it " re v e a ls  
no ev id en ce  o f how  econ om ies  a re  to  be a cco m p lish e d . " … .C op ies o f the p roceed in g s  of the 3rd, 
4th and 5th C o n g re sse s  on D ental E ducation  and L ice n su re , held  in F eb ru a ry  1947, 1948 and 
1949, m ay  be obtained without ch arge  upon req u est to the A .D .A . C ou n cil on D ental E ducation… . 
T w o new s e r ie s  o f s lid e  film s  a re  now  being d istribu ted  by the A .D .A . D iv is ion  of Dental Health 
E ducation . T hey a re  "A tla s  o f O ra l and F a c ia l L e s io n s "  and " X -r a y s  and Y our T eeth" … .B e ­
ginning today (M ay 1), dentists at the H anford , W ash., plant o f the A to m ic  E n ergy  C om m iss ion  
w ill  be p erm itted  to  take up the p riva te  p ra c t ic e  o f th eir p r o fe s s io n , A .E .C . o ff ic ia ls  announced 
la st  w eek . F o r m e r ly , they w e re  em p loyed  on a sa la ry  b a s is .
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