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ada News Letter
V ol. 3, No. 8 -  A p r il 15, 1950

ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH CONSULTANT AND 
TWO RESEARCH WORKERS AS A.D.A. STAFF MEMBERS

Appointm ent of a fulltim e consultant for  com m unity dental health planning and two addi­
tional resea rch  scien tists  as A .D .A . staff m em bers was announced today by D r. H arold 
Hillenbrand, A .D .A . secre ta ry . D r. W. Philip Phair, of Seattle, Washington, ch ief o f the dental 
hygiene section  of the Washington State Departm ent of Health, w ill take over the position  on the 
staff o f the Council on Dental Health on July 1. The two resea rch  w ork ers, who w ill conduct a 
specia l study of tooth enam el for  the A .D .A . at the National Bureau of Standards in Washington, 
are Dr. A . Frank F orzia ti, of Washington, D .C ., and D r. R obert J. N elsen, o f Seattle. They 
w ere chosen for  appointment as A .D .A . resea rch  fellow s by the A .D .A . C ouncil on Dental R e ­
search , headed by D r. J. L . T. Appleton, o f Philadelphia. W ork on the study w ill be started 
ea rly  this sum m er.

WILL CONCENTRATE 
ON LOCAL PROGRAMS

In his new position , D r. Phair w ill serve  as an advisor to state 
and lo ca l dental so c ie tie s  in the developm ent of com m unity p r o ­
gram s in keeping with recom m endations approved unanimously 

last fa ll by the House of D elegates. D r. Phair is a graduate o f the U niversity of Iowa C ollege 
o f D entistry and the U niversity of M ichigan School o f Public Health. D r. F orz ia ti has been a 
m em ber of the staff o f the National Bureau of Standards for the past nine y e a rs . He rece ived  
his doctorate in chem istry  at H arvard in 1939. D r. N elsen is a graduate of the U niversity of 
M innesota School of D entistry and at present is an assistant p ro fe sso r  at the U niversity of 
Washington School o f D entistry.

HOUSING BUREAU FOR 91ST ANNUAL A.D.A. SESSION 
AT ATLANTIC CITY NEXT FALL WILL BE OPENED MAY 1

Preparations for  the m id -century  m eeting of the A .D .A . at Atlantic City, O ct. 30 to Nov. 2, 
w ill take a big step forw ard  next month with the opening of the A .D .A . Housing Bureau on May 
1. Application blanks fo r  making hotel reservation s, together with a map indicating the lo c a ­
tions of 39 hotels that w ill house convention v is ito rs , w ill be published in The Journal o f the 
A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  beginning with the May issue. The noted seash ore  re so rt  o ffers  
som e 27,000 hotel room s. Nineteen hotels face  the sea and overlook  the fam ous boardw alk that 
stretches eight m iles  along the ocean beach. The other 20 hotels to choose fro m  are all near 
the boardwalk. F o r  the f irs t  tim e, hotel room s for  the annual sess ion  w ill be assigned as m uch 
as p ossib le  on the basis of p re feren ce  rather than on the basis o f p r iority  c la ss ifica tion  used 
previously . F or that reason , it is advised that applications for  hotel reservation s be m ailed  as 
prom ptly as p ossib le  in order that v is itors  to the convention be assigned to the hotel of their 
ch oice . R eservations m ay be obtained by filling  out the application blank and m ailing it to the 
A .D .A . Housing Bureau, 16 Central P ier , A tlantic City, N.J. C onfirm ation o f the reservation  
w ill com e d irectly  from  the hotel to the applicant. With the fou r-d ay  sess ion  scheduled for  
opening Oct. 30, the Board of Trustees w ill m eet in Atlantic City a w eek ea r lie r , beginning 
Monday, Oct. 23. F or  m eetings of associated  dental groups, hotel assignm ents are as fo llow s:

A m erican  A cadem y of P eriodontology , C laridge; A m erican  A cadem y of 
R estorative D entistry, C halfonte-H addon H all; A m erican  A ssocia tion  of 
Dental E d itors, T raym ore ; A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Public Health D entists, 
Dennis; A m erican  Board of O ral Pathology, C laridge; A m erican  C ollege
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of D entists, C laridge; A m erican  Dental A ssistants A ssocia tion , 
Chalfonte-H addon Hall; A m erican  Denture Society, Seaside; A m erican  
Society of D entistry fo r  Children, A m bassador; A m erican  Society of O ral 
Surgeons, R itz-C arlton ; Delta Sigma Delta, M arlborough-B lenheim ; 
International C ollege of Dentists, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall; National 
A ssocia tion  of Seventh Day Adventist D entists, Dennis; P s i Omega, 
A m bassador, and Xi P s i Phi, Shelburne.

LO CAL ARRANGEMENTS 
COM M ITTEE IS NAMED

M em bership of the various su b-com m ittees of the com m ittee on 
lo ca l arrangem ents, headed by D r. Edward R. White, of Jersey  
City, N .J., was com pleted last week. D r. Daniel F . Lynch, of 

Washington, D .C ., 4th d istrict trustee, and D r. John S. Owens, o f Camden, N .J., are honorary 
chairm en, and D r. Benjam in R osenw asser, o f Union City, N .J., and D r. Eugene R. W estcott, o f 
A tlantic City, are v ice -ch a irm en . M em bers, a ll o f New Jersey , appointed as chairm en and 
v ice -ch a irm en  of specia l com m ittees, are Dr. Eugene W. Newman of Red Bank and D r. A lfred  
W. N elson  of W est Englewood, c lin ics ; D r. J. Ward W eaver of P leasantville  and D r. A llen  J. 
B oyer of C ranford, entertainment; D r. John S. McQuade and D r. Benjam in A . Brown, both of 
Atlantic City, inform ation; Dr. W alter A . W ilson and D r. P ie rce  A . Quirk, both of Jersey  City, 
publicity, and D r. W illiam  A. G iblin of M ontclair and D r. Charles P. Crow e of East Orange, 
reception .

PLANS COMPLETED FOR BOSTON DINNER IN HONOR OF DR. ADAMS

Plans have been com pleted fo r  the testim onial dinner to be held in honor of D r. Philip  E. 
A dam s, A .D .A . president, by the M etropolitan D istrict Dental Society of Boston next Saturday 
(A p ril 22). The event w ill take p lace at the H otel Som erset in Boston, and not in New York, as 
was erron eou sly  reported  in The A .D .A . Journal for A p ril. Chairman for  the occasion  is Dr. 
Glenn W. L aw rence.

REQUEST STUDY OF PROPOSED REVISION OF CODE OF ETHICS

D r. E rnest G. Sloman, of San F ra n cisco , chairm an of the A .D .A . Judicial Council, has 
asked all state secre ta r ies  and A .D .A . delegates to give specia l attention to a Judicial Council 
rep ort which w ill be published in the May issue o f The Journal o f the A m erican  Dental A s s o ­
ciation . The rep ort contains the com plete text o f the A .D .A . Code o f E thics, including r e v i­
sions suggested at the last annual sess ion . D r. Sloman requests that delegates study these 
changes and subm it their cr itic ism s  or suggestions fo r  further changes to the Judicial Council 
fo r  r e fe r ra l to a specia l re feren ce  com m ittee of the House of D elegates.

DENTAL INSPECTIONS OFFERED TO ALL CITIZENS OF ATLANTA, GA.

A  dental inspection  is now being m ade available as a public se rv ice  to citizens of the city 
of Atlanta and of Fulton and DeKalb counties, G eorgia . It is part o f a m ultiphasic screen ing 
program  launched on A p ril 4 by the U.S. Public Health S erv ice  in the greater Atlanta area fo r  
the detection  o f d iseases hitherto unknown to the patient. A ccord in g  to o ffic ia l estim ates it is 
the m ost extensive health survey of its type ever attempted. About 300,000 requests for  exam i­
nations have already been rece ived . The dental phase of the program  has been endorsed by the 
N orthern D istrict Dental Society of G eorgia . A  number of survey stations have been established 
in the area  w here persons may obtain inspections voluntarily. They w ill be manned by 18 
dentists from  the state health department who give routine examinations and one ora l patholo­
gist to check  on in fectious, malignant and nutritional le s ion s . No treatm ents w ill be given under 
the program , s ince  its prim ary  ob ject is to urge people to seek  private health se rv ice s  within 
their own re so u rce s . The inspecting dentists w ill give patients r e fe rra l cards as a m eans of 
encouraging them to seek  treatm ent from  their personal dentists. D r. Steve A . G arrett, o f 
Atlanta, G a., president of the G eorg ia  State Dental A ssocia tion , has asked all dentists in the 
area to cooperate  with the p ro je ct. It is expected to last about three months.
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A.A.D.S. OPPOSES GOV. BOWLES' PLAN FOR CONNECTICUT, 
DISAPPROVES MASSACHUSETTS PROJECT FOR DENTAL NURSES.

D isapproval o f a proposed  plan to set up a state dental technician com m ission  in C onnecti­
cut was recom m ended by the A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Dental Schools at its 27th annual m eet­
ing held M arch 27 to 29 at French  L ick , Ind. The com m ission  would p re sc r ib e  standards for  
technicians and oversee  advertising. A  resolu tion  asserted  that it would "p la ce  in the hands of 
inadequately trained persons the respon sib ility  fo r  certain  prosthetic s e rv ice s  fo r  the patient." 
It points out that the plan, suggested by Gov. C hester A . Bow les to rep lace  his veto o f other 
ora l health b ills , was used in the early  developm ent o f the dental p ro fess ion  but had "lon g  been 
discarded  because it was not in the patients' best in terest." The con feren ce  a lso  went on 
re co rd  as disapproving o f the M assachusetts p ro je ct  which provides fo r  the training o f dental 
hygienists to prepare and f ill  cavities in ch ildren ' s teeth under the supervision  of a dentist. It 
said that "p resen t day sa tisfactory  ora l health se rv ice  training cannot be rendered  on a su b - 
leve l b a s is ."  At the sam e tim e, delegates opposed an opinion by the attorney general o f New 
Y ork  which would prevent dentists fro m  perform ing cle ft palate su rgery  on the grounds that it 
is "beyond the scop e  of the p ractice  o f dentistry ." "It is evident that dentists by education and 
p ra ctice  are m ore  fam iliar with tissues and structures o f the ora l cavity than any other 
groups," the con ference declared , and ca lled  fo r  o ffice rs  and m em bers to "denounce and 
oppose any e ffort on the part of any person  or group outside the dental p ro fess ion  that would 
lay cla im  to or attempt to appropriate c le ft palate su rgery ."  D r. Charles W. F reem an, o f 
N orthwestern U niversity, was installed as president o f the association  and D r. E rnest G. 
Slom an, o f the C ollege of P hysicians and Surgeons, was named p re s id e n t-e le ct . The position  o f 
v ice -p re s id e n t went to D r. W endell D. P ostle , o f Ohio State U niversity, and that of s e cr e ta r y -  
treasu rer to D r. M arion W. M cC rea , o f the U niversity of M aryland. D r. John E. Buhler, of 
E m ory U niversity, was named to the executive com m ittee. D r. Otto W. Brandhorst, of 
Washington U niversity, was renom inated to the A .D .A . Council on Dental Education and Dr. 
W illiam  H. C raw ford, o f the U niversity of M innesota, was renom inated to the C ouncil on the 
National Board of Dental E xam iners. Both nam es w ill be submitted to the A .D .A . House of 
D elegates fo r  election .

65 PER CENT OF PERSONS IN U.S. CITIES FAVOR 
PRESENT SYSTEM OF HEALTH SERVICE, POLL DISCLOSES

A  sizeab le  m ajority  of persons in 25 cities  throughout the nation re je c t  the idea of co m ­
pu lsory  health insurance, according to a recent survey made by the P sy ch o log ica l C orporation  
o f New Y ork. Established by Dr. Henry C. Link in 1932, the corp ora tion 's  P sych o log ica l 
B arom eter lays cla im  to being the oldest p eriod ic  poll of public opinion and buying habits in 
existence. P erson s interview ed w ere asked this question: "W hich do you favor: (a) to have 
the governm ent give fre e  doctor and m ed ica l s e rv ice  which would be paid fo r  by a 3 per cent 
payroll tax on all wages under $3,600, or (b) the present system  o f m ed ica l s e r v ic e ? "  Results 
d isc losed  that 65 per cent favor the present system  of health se rv ice , 26 per cent favor govern ­
ment m edicine and nine per cent w ere uncertain. The poll d isc losed  that there was little 
change in opinion from  a sim ilar survey m ade three years before  which showed that 63 per 
cent of city people favored  the present system  o f m ed ica l s e rv ice s . The current survey was 
made by 81 interview ers working under the d irection  of 22 p sych olog ists.

VIRGINIA IS 46TH STATE TO PERMIT HYGIENISTS TO PRACTICE

The state of V irgin ia last week becam e the 46th state to licen se  dental hygienists when the 
legislature passed a law authorizing them to p ra ctice . Texas and New M exico  are the only 
states which have made no statutory provision  fo r  hygienists. A  survey m ade last month by the 
U.S. Public Health S ervice  showed that 35 of these states and the D istr ict of Colum bia now 
perm it hygienists to give the fluoride treatm ent. Six states still defin itely prohibit hygienists 
from  making top ica l applications of fluoride solutions, and five others have laws which are in ­
definite. The survey a lso revealed  that 34 states, the D istrict o f Colum bia and four U.S. 
te rr ito r ie s  are cooperating with the U.S. Public Health S ervice  in the use of flu oride dem on­
stration team s.
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GEN. LOVE NAMED TO SUCCEED GEN. SMITH AS ARMY DENTAL 
CORPS CHIEF, ADM. CLAYTOR TO COMMAND NAVY SERVICE

The nam e of 5 7 -y e a r-o ld  M aj.  Gen. W alter D. Love awaited confirm ation  by the Senate 
this w eek as ch ief o f the U.S. A rm y Dental C orps and assistant to the Surgeon G eneral. The 
U.S. Navy Dental Corps was a lso  slated to have a new chief. C onfirm ing earlier  reports 
(See A .D .A . News L etter, M arch 15, 1950), 6 0 -y e a r -o ld  Rear Adm . Spry O. C laytor was named 
su cce sso r  to Rear Adm . Clem ens V. Rault as Head o f the Dental D ivision  of the U.S. Navy' s 
Bureau of M edicine and Surgery. Gen. L o v e ’ s name was subm itted to the Senate by P resident 
Trum an last w eek to succeed  M aj. Gen. Thom as L . Smith, 58, dental ch ief since M arch 17, 
1946. Gen. L ove , who has served  as deputy ch ief the past four yea rs , was born in P ennsyl­
vania, attended G rove City C ollege at G rove City, Penn., and graduated from  the U niversity of 
Pittsburgh School o f Dentistry in 1915. Two years later, he began his arm y ca re e r . Gen. 
Smith, who reported ly  plans to continue in the Surgeon G eneral' s centra l o ffice  for  the present, 
entered the arm y a year ahead of Gen. L ove  after rece iv in g  a degree from  the Atlanta- 
Souther n Dental C ollege. He is the p o sse sso r  of the Legion  of M erit, awarded for his out­
standing se rv ice  as theater dental surgeon of the European theater of operations. The new 
ch ief o f the Navy Dental Corps w ill take com m and July 1 when Adm . Rault becom es dean of 
the G eorgetow n U niversity School of D entistry.

REPORTS DENTISTS HAVE HIGHEST INCOME IN JANUARY

In 1949 dentists rece ived  their highest incom e during the month of January, according to 
a study recently  m ade by the Accounting C orporation  of A m erica . The study showed that the 
next highest months w ere February, M arch and June in that order and that the month of low est 
incom e was July. A verage figures w ere based on returns subm itted by 53 dentists who showed 
average annual incom es of $18,000 gross  and $8,544 net. They contrasted sharply with the 
resu lts  o f a s im ila r  study made of ph ysician ' s in com es. The month of highest incom e for 
physicians was A p ril and their next highest months w ere Septem ber, O ctober and N ovem ber 
in that o rd er . The low est incom e month fo r  physicians was reported  as February. This study 
was based on returns from  65 physicians whose average annual incom es w ere $30,000 gross  
and $17,952 net. Dentists in the study group had average annual expenses of 52.55 per cent 
o f g ross  incom e com pared to only 40.15 per cent fo r  physicians.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

D r. H orace W ells, p ioneer in the developm ent of su rg ica l anesthesia, has been nominated 
fo r  e lection  to The Hall of Fam e of G reat A m erican s, located  on the campus of New Y ork  Uni­
vers ity . The nom ination w ill be considered  by a com m ittee of 100 later this y e a r ....T h e  
National B oard of Dental Exam iners w ill tran sfer its headquarters from  Hiawatha, Kans., to 
the A .D .A . Central O ffice  about July 1 ... .R eports on F ebruary sa les by 117 confectionary m an­
u facturers show a general decline from  sales reported  fo r  F ebruary 1949, according to the 
Census Bureau. Candy bars declined 12 per cent, packaged candies 15 per cent, and bulk 
con fections 11 per cen t....T h e late D r. P e rcy  R. Howe was president of the A .D .A . in 1928-29 
and not in 1929-30, as reported  in the A .D .A . News L etter fo r  M arch  1 . . . .Senator L ester  C. 
Hunt is  scheduled to testify  A p ril 18 on his own health b ill (S. 2940) be fore  a congressiona l 
c o m m itte e ...A  con feren ce on periodontal d isease, sponsored by the National Institute of Dental 
R esearch  and the m ed ica l se rv ices  of the A rm ed  F o rce s  and the Veterans Adm inistration , has 
been scheduled fo r  M ay 19 at the Institute o f Pathology of W estern R eserve  U niversity, 
C levelan d ....T h e D ivision  of International Health of the U.S. Public Health S ervice is re cru it ­
ing p ro fess ion a l m en to staff technical health m issions fo r  P resident Trum an 's Point Four 
p rogram . The d ivision  has announced that it expects soon to have openings fo r  den tists .... 
Gov. Thom as E. Dewey has signed a b ill amending the New Y ork  Dental P ra ctice  A ct which 
in crea ses  to 10 the number of m em bers o f the B oard of Dental Exam iners and gives rep resen ­
tation to the Tenth D istrict Dental Society of the State of New Y o rk ....A  House com m ittee has 
reported  favorably  a b ill which would make cancer and all malignant neoplastic d iseases 
reportab le  to the health o ffice r  o f the D istrict o f Colum bia. Today 27 states have sim ilar 
law s.
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