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ada News Letter
V ol. 3, No. 6 -  M arch 15, 1950

DR. HILLENBRAND CHARGES U.S. BUDGET BUREAU BLOCKS 
NATIONAL DENTAL INSTITUTE IN MOVE AGAINST A.D.A.

D r. Harold Hillenbrand, A .D .A . secretary , last week charged the fed era l governm ent with 
"talking out of both sides of its mouth when it d iscu sses  health." In a talk be fore  the New Y ork 
A cadem y of D entistry in New York City, D r. H illenbrand declared  that the U.S. Bureau of the 
Budget was withholding approval of funds fo r  a building to house the National Institute of Dental 
R esearch  because the dental p ro fession  is opposed to the adm inistration ' s com pu lsory  health 
insurance p r ogram . "It (the federa l governm ent) is either going to accept constructive p r o 
posals which are not com pu lsory  health insurance," D r. Hillenbrand said, "or it is going to 
gamble with the health of the people until the public finally  accepts o r  re je cts  the governm ent's 
p roposa l. The chances are that the Bureau of the Budget has com e to confuse im proved 
national health with the P res id en t’ s p rogram . These are by no m eans identica l." Dr. H illen
brand pointed out that a $2,000,000 dental resea rch  institute was authorized by C ongress in 
1948 but that the budget bureau fo r  two su ccessiv e  yea rs  had fa iled  to recom m end the appro
priation. Last year, he said, a d irect appeal to C ongress resulted in an appropriation of 
$100,000 fo r  the preparation of plans and specifications fo r  a dental resea rch  building. How
ever, the budget bureau has again refused to recom m end the building funds on the grounds that 
the p ro je c t  "is not in a ccord  with the P res id en t's  p rogram ," D r. H illenbrand said. "In this un
happy instance, the w ords of the Bureau of the Budget makes m ore sense than usual," he added. 
"The funds fo r  the construction  of the National Institute of Dental R esearch  'are not in a ccord  
with the P res id en t’ s p ro g ra m ' because the P resident has com m itted h im self a lm ost so le ly  to 
the establishm ent of a prepaid health serv ice  program . Apparently, the proponents of fe d e ra l
ized health se rv ice s  are now w illing to com e into the open to stop any e ffo rt  toward im proving 
national health when that e ffort does not involve federa l control of health se rv ice s  through 
com pu lsory  health insurance."

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP SHOWS GAIN OF 16,406; 
HOWEVER, 34 SOCIETIES LAG IN RETURNS

M em bership of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  totaled 49,849 by the end of last month, 
as an in crease  of 16,406 over the month of January, it was reported this w eek by the Council 
on M em bership. At the sam e tim e, how ever, D r. L . M. Cruttenden, A .D .A . assistant secretary , 
revealed that dues w ere slow er in reaching the A .D .A . Central O ffice fro m  34 of the 54 con 
stituent socie ties  than fo r  the same period  last year. He said the nam es of all m em bers who 
are not in good standing by M arch 31 w ill be rem oved fro m  the subscription  lis t  of The Journal 
of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion . Pointing out that dues fo r  active m em bers w ere due Jan. 
1, D r. Cruttenden said, "Every e ffort w ill be made to supply back num bers of the Journal after 
A pril 1, on rece ip t of a delinquent m em b er ’s dues, but this cannot be guaranteed." A .D .A . 
com pilation  of m em bership dues as of Feb . 28 showed Delaware in the lead with 88 per cent of 
its m em bership in good standing; New Ham pshire next with 85 per cent; Southern C alifornia 
and Tennessee, each with 83 p er cent; Oklahoma, 82 p er cent, and Idaho, 80 p er  cent. Student 
m em bership was up 76 from  the sam e period  last year fo r  a total of 6,729 and life m em bership  
showed an in crea se  of 392 fo r  a total of 2,523 fo r  the same period .
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DENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE LAUNCHES FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM -- 
GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE TO BOTH STUDENTS AND RESEARCH WORKERS

A  specia l se r ie s  of resea rch  fellow sh ips are now available to dental sch olars  and scien 
tists through the National Institute of Dental R esearch , it is  announced by the U.S. Public Health 
S erv ice . Beginning this month, grants w ill be awarded to applicants with a wide range of 
qualifications - -  fro m  undergraduate students to experienced  resea rch  w ork ers. The other five  
institutes in the National Institutes of Health have begun s im ila r  p rog ra m s. Fellow ship boards 
w ill review  applications and make grants fou r tim es a year - -  in M arch, June, Septem ber and 
D ecem ber, and they can be e ffective  any tim e within six months after the grant is made. The 
fe llow sh ips are of three types. P red octora te  resea rch  fellow ships of $1,200 a year are ava il
able to dental students with one o r  two yea rs  o f p ro fession a l training and to graduates with a 
b a ch e lor 's  degree . The stipend is in creased  to $1,600 a year if the applicant has a dependent. 
F o r  applicants with a m a ste r 's  degree, the predoctorate resea rch  fellow sh ip  pays $1,600 an
nually, o r  $2,000 with dependents. P ostdoctorate resea rch  fellow ships ca rry  an award of 
$3,000 a year, o r  $3,600 with dependents. If renewed fo r  another yea r, the stipend is in
crea sed  by $300. A  third c lassifica tion , the specia l resea rch  fellow sh ip , is  available only to 
applicants who have resea rch  experience in specia l fie ld s . The annual stipend is determ ined 
by the Surgeon G eneral at the tim e of the award. Additional inform ation and application fo rm s  
m ay be obtained fro m  the D ivision of R esearch  Grants and F ellow sh ips, National Institutes of 
Health. Bethesda 14, M ary land.

A .D .A . FELLOWSHIP 
IS STILL AV AILABLE

A  fellow ship  in dental and ora l pathology at the A rm ed F o rce s  
Institute of Pathology, Washington, D. C ., has not yet been filled , 
accord in g  to Dr. Henry A. Swanson, of Washington, D. C. ch a ir 

man of the A .D .A . Council on Dental M useum and R egistry . Training rece ived  in this fe llow 
ship, which is  sponsored  by the A .D .A ., is applicable towards board certifica tion  in ora l path
ology . The fellow ship  award is fo r  $3,600 a year. Applicants may obtain further inform ation 
fro m  Lt. C ol. Joseph L . B ernier, A rm ed  F o rce s  Institute of Pathology, Washington 25, D. C.

COMPLETE PLANS FOR A.D.A. SURVEY OF NATION’ S DENTISTS

P reparations w ere com pleted this week fo r  m ailing out questionnaires to m ore than 20,000 
dentists throughout the nation in the survey (See A .D .A . News L etter, M arch  1, 1950) to be con 
ducted next month by the A .D .A . Bureau of E conom ic R esearch  and Statistics. The survey w ill 
ask fo r  detailed data regarding dental p ra ctice . In an appeal fo r  the cooperation  of all dentists 
receiv ing  the questionnaire, M r. B. Duane Moen, assistant d irector  of the Bureau, pointed out 
that the resu lts ’’w ill provide standards against which a dentist can m easure h im self and his 
p ra c tice .” He em phasized that no signatures w ill be required and that only inform ation on 
groups of dentists w ill be published. P osta l cards w ill accom pany the questionnaires so that 
participating dentists m ay ord er  a sum m ary o f the results in advance of their o ffic ia l publica
tion. The questionnaires w ill be m ailed to every  fourth dentist on alphabetical lists  including 
non -m em bers as w ell as m em bers of the A .D .A .

HOUSE SCHEDULES FIRST HEARINGS ON HOOVER UNITED 
MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION; A.D.A. ASKED TO TESTIFY

The A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  has been invited to testify  at the f ir s t  public hearings on 
a b ill (H.R. 5182) to establish  a United M edical Adm inistration as an independent agency of the 
federa l governm ent. The hearings on the b ill, called  the United M edical and Hospital A dm in is
tration A ct, w ill open next Wednesday (M ar. 22). D esigned to im plem ent the recom m endations 
of the H oover C om m ission  on health se rv ice s , it would affect every  function of dentistry in the 
fed era l governm ent. It was introduced by Rep. C lare Hoffman (R., M ich.) of the House C om 
m ittee on Expenditures in the Executive Department, which w ill conduct the hearings. The b ill 
would tran sfer to the new agency all functions and fa c ilities  of the U. S. Public Health S ervice , 
a ll hospitals o f the Veterans Adm inistration , including out-patient se rv ice ; a ll general hosp i
tals o f the A rm y and Navy; all station hospitals in the A ir  F o rce , the fou r civilian  hospitals in 
the Canal Zone and St. E lizabeth 's Hospital in the D istrict of Colum bia. Only exceptions would 
be one hospital fo r  each of the se rv ice s , which they would be allowed to retain as m edica l cen 
te rs , and som e isolated hospitals. The United M edical Adm inistration would be headed by an
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adm inistrator appointed by the P resident and an advisory  board consisting of the adm inistrator 
of Veterans A ffa irs  and the surgeons general o f the A rm y, the Navy and the A ir  F o r c e . The  
act would abolish  the Departm ent of M edicine and Surgery, including the dental se rv ice , in the 
Veterans A dm inistration and its personnel would be transferred  to the new agency. Public 
Health S ervice  o ffice rs  could resign  their com m ission s  to accept appointment in the new o r 
ganization. It would set up a united health and m edica l ca re e r  se rv ice  outside of the C iv il S er
v ice  A ct. To be e lig ib le  fo r  appointment as a dentist, the individual would be required to hold 
the degree of d octor  of dental su rgery  fro m  a sch ool approved by the adm inistrator and be 
licensed  to p ra ctice . Appointm ents would be made initially fo r  probationary periods and would 
be subject to p eriod ica l review  of the individual's qualifications. P rom otion s would be based 
on exam inations but p eriod ic  pay in creases  within a given p ro fession a l grade would be estab 
lished. D iscip lin ary  boards would be set up to hear charges of ineptitude o r  m isconduct. The 
boards could suspend o r  discharge an em ployee. Salary sca les  would be fixed  by presidentia l 
proclam ation . A  dental sp ecia list would be e lig ib le  fo r  a salary 25 p er  cent higher than the 
base pay. Advanced training would be o ffered  at civ ilian  schools and at sch ools  o f the arm y, 
navy o r  a ir  fo rce  and persons receiv ing this training would be required  to serve in the new 
agency fo r  at least three tim es the length of the training period  o r  re im bu rse  the agency fo r  
the cost. In addition to the ca re e r  se rv ice , the act provides that dentists, as w ell as physi
cians and nurses, could be em ployed on a tem porary basis fo r  90 days when n ecessary . The 
b ill is one of three identical m easures that have been introduced in C on gress .

90 DENTISTS LOSE JOBS IN VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CUTBACK - -  
DECREASE REPORTED IN DEMAND FOR "HOME TOWN" DENTAL CARE

The jobs of about 90 dentists w ere abolished in the Veterans Adm inistration  cutback an
nounced early  this month. The total reduction in V. A . personnel w ill be about 7,800, m ost of 
them hospital em ployees. The purpose of the cutback, according to the V. A ., is  to bring 
salary expenditures within the p rov ision s of the proposed  1951 V. A . budget which becom es 
operative July 1. The V. A . now has an estim ated 110,000 em ployees. Some of those now b e 
ing d ischarged , it was said, m ay be hired back to staff V. A. hospitals now under construction . 
The cutback follow ed c lo se ly  an announcement that the demand fo r  many V. A . s e rv ice s , in 
cluding dental ca re , had fallen  o ff during 1949. The recent annual report o f Gen. C arl R. Gray, 
Jr., V. A . adm inistrator, showed that applications fo r  treatm ent under the V. A . "home town" 
dental ca re  p rogram  w ere 4.4 per cent le ss  in 1949 than in 1948. It a lso  showed that a much 
greater proportion  of the dental exam inations and treatm ents w ere being given by V. A . staff 
dentists than during the previous yea r.

REPORT ADM. CLAYTOR TO SUCCEED ADM. RAULT 
AS THE CHIEF OF U. S. NAVY DENTAL CORPS

R eports p ersisted  this week that 6 0 -y e a r-o ld  Rear Adm , Spry O. C lator was slated to be 
named su cce s so r  to Rear Adm . C lem ens V. Rault as ch ief of the Dental D ivision  of the U. S. 
N avy' s Bureau of M edicine and Surgery. A fter  31 years  in the Navy, Adm . Rault is  resigning 
to becom e dean of the G eorgetown U niversity School o f D entistry on July 1. (See A .D .A . News 
L etter, F eb . 15, 1950). Adm . C laytor is inspector o f dental activ ities  fo r  the navy with head
quarters in San F ra n c is co . He fo rm e r ly  was stationed at the U. S. Naval A cadem y at Annapolis 
and was graduated in 1917 fro m  the then existing G eorge Washington U niversity School of 
Dentistry, Washington, D. C. He is  a native of P rince  F red erick , Md.

DR. KLEIN WILL SUPERVISE DENTAL EXAMINATIONS FOR D.P.'S

D r. Henry Klein, o f the U. S. Public Health F oreign  Quarantine S erv ice , has been appointed 
to supervise dental examinations of d isp laced  persons com ing to this country fro m  Europe. He 
is now living in P a ris , where he a lso  is  serving as dental d irector  of the A m erican  Joint D is 
tribution Com m ittee and assistant health attache to the A m erican  E m bassy in P a ris . During 
the past yea r D r. Klein has organized dental se rv ices  fo r  displaced p e r s o n s  cam ps in G er
many, Italy and A ustria . They w ere financed by $35,000 in contributions fro m  A m erican  den
tists and dental m anufacturers.
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RELIEF FUND CONTRIBUTIONS REACH TOTAL OF $78,731 -- 
HAWAII, OREGON AND WASHINGTON EXCEED THEIR QUOTAS

An additional $2,990.44 in contributions w ere received  in late F ebruary and early  M arch 
to bring 1949-50 donations to the A .D .A . R elie f Fund to $78,731.78, o r  about 79 per cent of the 
quota. During this period  three m ore A .D .A . constituents exceeded their quotas to bring to ten 
the num ber whose contributions have gone "over the top ." They are Hawaii, 101 per cent; 
Washington, 101 p er cent; and Oregon, 100 per cent. Other constituent so c ie t ie s  which p re 
v iou sly  exceeded their quotas continued to im prove their m arks. A labam a's now stands at 213 
p er  cent; Panama Canal Zone, 137; North Dakota, 135; Southern C aliforn ia, 125; G eorgia, 118; 
Montana, 111; and New M exico, 108. Several states are c lo se  to the 100 p er  cent m ark. They 
are: A rizona, 96 p er  cent; North Carolina, 96; W est V irgin ia, 96; Idaho, 95; and M ississipp i, 
94.

A.D.A. SENDS SYMPOSIUM ON HEALTH PLANS TO MEMBERS

A 90-page booklet that presents a w ell-rounded  picture of the p r o fe s s io n 's  attitude towards 
com pu lsory  health insurance and voluntary program s was m ailed this w eek to all A .D .A . m em 
b e rs . Seventy-eight thousand cop ies of the booklet, entitled "Sym posium  on D entistry 's  P a rti
cipation in Health P lan s," w ere donated to the A .D .A . by the A m erican  C ollege of D entists. The 
sym posium  is made up of papers presented at the convocation  of the C ollege in San F ra n cisco  
last Oct. 16. Additional cop ies m ay be obtained fro m  the A .D .A . Bureau of Public Inform ation, 
222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11.

DR. JAMES T. GINN IS NEW DENTAL DEAN AT TENNESSEE

D r. James T. Ginn has been appointed dean of the U niversity of Tennessee College of Den
tistry , M em phis, succeeding D r. R. D. Dean, who re tires  June 30. D r. Ginn has been on the 
faculty at Tennessee fo r  four years and, at the tim e of his appointment, was ch ief of the d iv i
sion of operative dentistry. He fo rm e r ly  was assistant p ro fe s so r  of pathology at Loyola 
U niversity, New O rleans. Dr. Dean becam e dean at the Tennessee dental sch ool in 1941. He 
already has begun his retirem ent leave.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A leg isla tive  com m ittee of the A m erican  M edica l A ssocia tion  early  this month said it was 
opposed to the health insurance b ill (S. 2940) recently  introduced by Senator L ester  C. Hunt. 
One reason given fo r  its opposition was the b il l 's  p roposa l that a dentist, as w ell as a physi
cian, could be e lig ib le  to head a federa l department of health.… In a form a l resolution, the 
Cleveland Dental Society this month expressed  its  gratitude and appreciation  to Rep. M ichael 
A . Feighan (D., Ohio) fo r  his part in securing approval of the 1950 C h ildren 's  Health Day P r o c 
lam ation .… The F lorida  State Dental Society has invited the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  to 
hold its 1953 annual session  in M iam i.… There is s till time fo r  last y e a r ’ s m em bers of the 
Federation  Dentaire Internationale to pay their renewal dues, accord in g to D r. Oren A . O liver, 
the trea su rer  of F .D .I. enrollm ent in this country. Checks fo r  $5 should be sent to Dr. O liver 
at 1915 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.…A bill which would authorize the licensin g of dental 
hygienists has been introduced in the V irginia leg is la tu re .… The W. K. K ellogg Foundation this 
month awarded a $40,000 grant to the U niversity of Illinois C ollege of D entistry fo r  the d eve l
opm ent of its postgraduate education p rogram … .The Junior A .D .A . Building was the name 
chosen fo r  a th re e -s to ry  structure which the U niversity of D etroit recently  turned over to its 
School of D entistry. The building houses a ca feteria , recrea tion  hall and m eeting room s fo r  
dental students.… The National Cancer Institute this month awarded $63,705 in grants to dental 
sch ools  to support can cer  teaching fo r  students. Included w ere a new grant of $5,000 to the 
U niversity of Washington School of Dentistry, Seattle, and renewal grants to 12 other dental 
s ch o o ls .… "D on't be A fraid  of Your D entist,” an a rtic le  on pain con trol by K arl Kohrs and Sid 
R oss , appeared in Parade m agazine fo r  M arch 12.… The two dental m em bers  o f the A rm ed 
F o r c e s  M edical A d v isory  Com m ittee gave the Departm ent of D efense a vote of confidence on 
its recent cutback in m ilitary hospital se rv ice s . They are D r. Daniel F . Lynch, A .D .A . trustee 
fr o m  the Fourth D istrict, and D r. W alter H. S cherer, A .D .A . past president.
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