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a d a  N e w s  L e t t e r

V ol. 3, No. 2 -  January 16, 1950

PRESIDENT'S BUDGET MESSAGE ASKS FOR SPECIAL TAX TO INITIATE 
HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN -  OMITS REQUEST FOR RESEARCH BUILDING

In h is  re cen t budget m e ssa g e , P re s id e n t  T rum an asked fo r  a o n e -q u a r te r  o f one p e r  cent 
p a y ro ll  tax starting  next Jan. 1 to ra is e  $250  m illio n  "to d e fray  in itia l ex p e n se s "  f o r  c o m p u l­
s o r y  health in su ran ce and requ ested  an in cr e a s e d  public health s e r v ic e  a p p rop ria tion  f o r  dental 
h ea lth a c t iv it ie s . He did not in clu de, though, a requ est fo r  $2 m illio n  fo r  the con stru ction  o f a 
bu ild ing to house the N ational Institute o f D ental R ese a rch . In 1948 the Senate au th orized  the 
a p p rop r ia tion  o f this sum  fo r  the A .D .A .-s p o n s o r e d  p r o je c t , but la st y e a r 's  a p p rop ria tion  of 
$100 ,000  p rov id ed  on ly  fo r  the p rep a ra tion  o f b lu eprin ts and s p e c if ic a t io n s . A ls o  in clu ded  in 
h is  budget req u ests  w ere  $30  m illion  f o r  a id  to m ed ica l education  (S.1453), $25 m illio n  fo r  
s ch o o l health s e r v ic e s  (S. 1411) and $5 m illio n  fo r  aid to public health units (S .522). T h ese  
th ree  b ills  p a ssed  the Senate la st y e a r  but have not co m e  to a vote  in the H ouse o f R e p re se n ta ­
t iv e s . The P re s id e n t asked that the N ational Institute o f Dental R e se a rch  be g iven  $250 ,000  fo r  
r e s e a r c h  grants and $75 ,000  fo r  fe llo w sh ip s , com p a red  to $200 ,000  and $ 35 ,000  ap p rop ria ted  
la st  y e a r . In a ll, he asked that the P u b lic  Health S e rv ice  be granted  $ 2 ,1 40 ,0 00  f o r  its dental 
health  a c t iv it ie s , half o f w hich is  to be u sed  fo r  a ss is ta n ce  to the sta tes .

SEN. HUNT'S B ILL 
TO BE READY SOON

Though the budget m essa g e  ind icated  no slack en in g  in the A d m in ­
is tr a t io n 's  e ffo r t  to get a com p reh en s iv e  health  in su ra n ce  law  
during this s e s s io n  o f C o n g re ss , th ere  is  a p o s s ib il ity  that a c o m ­

p r o m is e  plan m ay get se r iou s  co n s id e ra tio n . Senator L e s te r  C . Hunt (D ., W yo.) has announced 
that he ex p ects  to in trodu ce  his new "d ed u ctib le" health in su ran ce  b ill  w ithin the m onth and has 
h opes o f  getting the plan through C on g re ss  this y e a r . He said  that the p re lim in a ry  dra ft o f the 
b ill  p ro v id e s  fo r  a governm ent su pported  sy s te m  o f m ed ica l, dental and h osp ita l in su ra n ce  to 
be a d m in istered  by a departm ent o f health headed by a p h ysician . S u bscrip tion  w ould be v o l ­
untary, and b en efits  would not be paid  u n less  annual health ca re  expen se e x ce e d s  a ce rta in  
sum , as yet u n derterm in ed . Senator Hunt sa id  he did not know w hether the dedu ctib le  item  
w ould be $50  o r  $100 . At the A .D .A . annual s e ss io n  in San F r a n c is c o  la st O cto b e r  he asked 
the dental p ro fe s s io n  to support h is p lan . Senator Paul E. D ouglas (D ., I l l .) is  a lso  planning to 
in trod u ce  a d ed u ctib le  health in su ra n ce  b ill  to c o v e r  "ca tastrop h ic  i l ln e s s ."

ALABAMA CONTRIBUTES 136 PER CENT OF QUOTA TO LEAD NATION IN 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO RELIEF FUND - -  TOTAL RECEIPTS ARE $55,000

A s they have f o r  the p a st s e v e r a l y e a r s , dentists in A labam a again  lead the 
en tire  nation in p ercen ta g e  con tribu tion s to the A m e r ica n  D ental A s s o c ia t io n  
R e lie f Fund. On Jan. 1, A labam a den tists had con tribu ted  136 p e r  cen t o f th e ir  
1949-50 quota co m p a red  w ith a national average o f 55 p e r  cen t o f quota. Two 
other constituent s o c it ie s  a lso  have ex ceed ed  the 100 p e r  cen t m a rk  th is y e a r . 
They a re  N orth D akota, with con tribu tion s o f 118 p e r  cent o f quota, and Panam a 
Canal Zone, with 117 p e r  cen t o f quota. Total con tr ibu tion s  to the Fund at the 
f i r s t  o f the y e a r  w ere  $55 ,3  60.22, a p p rox im a te ly  $ 9 ,000 o v e r  tota l con tr ibu tion s 
at the co rresp on d in g  date a y e a r  ago. A p p rox im ate ly  o n e -th ir d  o f the tota l 
A .D .A . m em bersh ip  has con tribu ted  to the Fund in the cu rren t cam paign . The 

a v era g e  con tribu tion  is  ap p rox im a te ly  $ 2 .3 0 . In an e ffo r t  to rea ch  the goa l o f $100 ,000 , the 
C ou n cil on R e lie f w ill send a le tte r  to ea ch  A .D .A . m em b er next w eek u rging  th ose  who have 
o v e r lo o k e d  sending in a con tribu tion  to do so as soon  as p o s s ib le . T h ose  who have a lrea d y  
con tribu ted  w ill be urged  to m ake an addition al contribution  to the Fund if  at a ll p o s s ib le . The
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second appeal was decided upon as it becam e apparent that current incom e fro m  the R elief 
Fund (a ll o f which is invested in f ir s t  c la ss  secu rities ) is  inadequate to maintain the present 
R elie f Fund grants to needy dentists and their dependents. Without an in crease  in the Fund's 
a ssets , the Council w ill eventually be fo rce d  to reduce grants made under the Fund. With the 
1949-50 cam paign over  the half-w ay m ark on Jan. 1, Council o ffic ia ls  w ere hopeful that the 
second  appeal would put the fund c lo se  to its $100,000 goal. During the last accounting period  
- -  D ec. 15 to Jan. 1 - -  a total o f 8,435 additional contributions w ere rece ived  totalling 
$20 ,293.21. The average contribution during this p eriod  was $2.40, about 10 cents higher than 
the average of contributions rece ived  e a r lie r  in the current cam paign. A  breakdown of con tri­
butions by constituent socities  up to Jan. 1 and the percentage of quota fo r  each are  shown in 
the follow ing table:

To Jan. 1
1949-50 

QUOTAS
CONTRI­
BUTIONS PCT

Alabam a $ 810.00 $ 1104.50 136
A rizon a 260.00 125.00 48
Arkansas 490.00 259.00 53
A rm y & A ir  F orce 510.00 198.00 39
C aliforn ia 3640.00 2058.50 57
S. C aliforn ia 4340.00 3411.00 79
C olorado 880.00 224.00 25
Connecticut 1940.00 1251.50 65
D elaw are 150.00 65.00 43
D ist. o f C ol. 810.00 543.00 67
F lorid a 1180.00 762.00 65
G eorgia 1020.00 842.50 83
Hawaii 360.00 265.00 74
Idaho 270.00 177.50 66
Illin ois 7640.00 4642.75 61
Indiana 2340.00 1565.96 66
Iowa 1910.00 1280.00 67
Kansas 1130.00 713.16 63
Kentucky 1100.00 263.00 24
Louisiana 1040.00 450.00 43
Maine 420.00 239.00 57
M aryland 1040.00 625.00 60
M assachusetts 3780.00 1269.00 34
M ichigan 3900.00 2158.65 55
M innesota 3060.00 1756.10 57
M ississ ip p i 500.00 367.20 73
M issou ri 2670.00 1657.00 62
Montana 340.00 263.00 77
Navy 710.00 225.50 32

To Jan. 1
1949-50 

QUOTAS
CONTRI­
BUTIONS PCT

N ebraska $ 1160.00 $ 860.50 74
Nevada 100.00 53.50 53
New Ham pshire 410.00 129.00 31
New Jersey 4290.00 2480.00 58
New M exico 190.00 125.00 66
New York 15560.00 7288.00 47
North Carolina 1190.00 827.00 69
North Dakota 340.00 402.05 118
Ohio 4910.00 2399.30 49
Oklahoma 920.00 521.00 57
O regon 1150.00 758.50 66
Panam a C .Z . 30.00 35.00 117
Pennsylvania 7260.00 4016.80 55
P.H . S erv ice 300.00 77.50 26
Puerto R ico 290.00 84.00 29
Rhode Island 530.00 191.50 36
South Carolina 380.00 142.00 37
South Dakota 350.00 141.50 40
Tennessee 1100.00 665.50 60
Texas 3040.00 1386.00 46
Utah 470.00 38.50 08
V erm ont 210.00 55.00 26
Vet. Adm in. 980.00 242.00 25
V irginia 1120.00 602.00 54
Washington 1680.00 1222.75 73
W est V irginia 730.00 515.50 71
W isconsin 2990.00 1241.00 42
W yoming 170.00 98.00 58

TOTALS $100,000.00 $55,360.22 55

EXPECT RECORD OBSERVANCE OF CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH DAY 

BULLETIN

The Judiciary Committee of the U.S. Senate this morning (Jan. 16) unanimously approved a 
joint congressional resolution (H. J. 184) which would authorize President Truman to proclaim 
National Children's Dental Health Day.  The resolution has been approved by the House and is 
now on the Senate calendar. It is expected that the Senate will approve the resolution within 

the next few days,  thus clearing the way for a Presidential proclamation for the nation-wide 

observance planned for Monday, Feb. 6.

Extensive state and loca l observance of the second annual National C h ildren 's  Dental 
Health Day on Monday, Feb. 6, is being planned in v irtually  all parts of the nation. A  spot 
check  o f various states reveals that a large num ber of governors have agreed to issue p ro c la -
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m ations urging public support of the ob jective  to make dental health education and care  ava il­
able to greater num bers of children. In New York, Gov. Thomas E. Dewey has procla im ed  the 
week beginning F eb . 6 as C hildren ' s Dental Health Week. In Kansas, Gov. Frank G arlson  has 
asked all public sch ools  to conduct specia l dental health program s on Feb . 6. In C leveland, 
w here C hildren ' s Dental Health Day was inaugurated 10 yea rs  ago, an elaborate p rog ra m  w ill be 
staged. In num erous other states and c it ie s , p oster  contests, specia l com m unity and sch ool 
program s and other events have been planned. D irectors  of a num ber of national radio and 
te lev ision  shows have agreed to support the observance with spot announcem ents urging pub­
lic  support. Demand fo r  p osters , pam phlets and other m ateria l furnished by the A ssocia tion  
indicate that the 1950 observance w ill set a new record .

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP TOTALLED 75,609 - -  A NEW RECORD - -  IN 1949
Total m em bership  in the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  reached 75,609 at the end of 1949, 

the highest in A ssocia tion  h istory , it is announced by D r. Holly Jarvis, o f Cincinnati, chairm an 
of the A .D .A . C ouncil on M em bership. The 1949 total was 3,561 higher than that o f 1948 and 
included 65,584 active m em bers (a d ecrea se  o f 681), 2,511 life  m em bers (an in crease  of 36 l), 
7,205 student m em bers (an in crease of 3,826), 300 affiliate m em bers (a decline of 17), and 9 
associa te  and honorary m em bers (an in crease  o f 4). Though the num ber of active m em bers 
declined approxim ately one p er cent, the in crease  in the number o f life  m em bers reduced the 
net lo s s  in the num ber of dentists holding m em bership in the A .D .A . to approxim ately one-half 
o f one p er  cent fo r  the year. An analysis o f changes in constituent socie ty  m em bersh ips during 
1949 reveals that in general sm all declines w ere reported  fo r  socie ties  in the eastern  and 
southern states while sm all gains w ere record ed  in the w estern and southwestern states. The 
largest in crease was in Idaho, w here m em bership  in creased  9.4 p er  cent during the yea r. 
Other percentage in creases  included: D elaware, 8; Hawaii, 5.9; F lorid a , 4 .6 ; Texas, 4 .2 . The 
largest percentage decline was reported  fo r  South Carolina w here dental so c ie ty  m em bership  
dropped 13.1 p er  cent. Other percentage drops in m em bership during 1949 included: W est 
V irginia, 10.7; M aine, 6.8; New H am pshire, 6.4; D istrict of Colum bia, 5.8; and Pennsylvania, 
5.5. D r. Jarvis asks that a ll constituent society  secre ta r ies  rem it 1950 dues as soon as p o s s i­
ble so that subscriptions to The Journal of the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion  and other se rv ice s  
to individual m em bers w ill not be interrupted. Dues fo r  the new y ea r  w ere due and payable on 
January 1.

DR. RUSSELL BUNTING TO RETIRE AS MICHIGAN DEAN JULY 1

D r. R u ssell W. Bunting w ill resign  as dean o f the U niversity of M ichigan School o f Den­
tistry  e ffective  July 1, and w ill be succeeded  by D r. Paul H. Jeserich , p ro fe s so r  o f operative 
dentistry at the sam e sch ool and the d irector  o f the W. K. Kellogg Foundation Institute, a c c o r d ­
ing to a university announcement. D r. Bunting has been the dental dean at M ichigan since 1937 
and a faculty m em ber there since 1904. Dr. Jeserich  joined the M ichigan facu lty  in 1933 and 
has been d ire cto r  o f the W. K. K ellogg Foundation Institute since 1936. He is  a past president 
o f the M ichigan State Dental Society, chairm an o f the National Dental A d v isory  Com m ittee of the 
Veterans A dm inistration and a m em ber of the A .D .A . Council on International R elations.

DR. MOEN IS NAMED CHAIRMAN OF SPECIAL RESEARCH SURVEY GROUP
D r. Obed H. Moen, o f Watertown, W ise., A .D .A . trustee fo r  the 9th d istr ict (W isconsin  and 

M ichigan) has been appointed by D r. Philip E. Adam s, A .D .A . president, as chairm an o f a 
specia l com m ittee of the Board of T rustees to study resea rch  activ ities  o f the A ssocia tion , 
D r. Moen was named to the chairm anship follow ing the resignation o f D r. Daniel Lynch, o f 
Washington, 4th d istr ic t  trustee, who asked to be re lieved  of this assignm ent so he could  devote 
m ore  tim e as chairm an o f another specia l com m ittee o f the Board to con sider a general survey 
o f dentistry.

NEW NATIONAL DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM PAMPHLET NOW AVAILABLE
The statement, "A  Dental Health P rog ra m  fo r  the Community, State and Nation," w hich was 

adopted unanim ously by the House of Delegates at San F ra n cisco  last O ctober, is  now available 
in pamphlet fo rm . Setting forth  broad prin cip les  fo r  the developm ent of com m unity, state and 
national dental health p rogra m s, this pamphlet is  particu larly  suitable fo r  d istribution  to 
sch oo ls , lib ra r ies , and o ffic ia ls  of com m unity groups and c iv ic  lead ers. Copies m ay be ob ­
tained without charge upon request to the A .D .A .
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PHILADELPHIA AND CHICAGO MEETING SET FOR EARLY FEBRUARY

The G reater Philadelphia 1950 Annual M eeting, sponsored by the Philadelphia County 
Dental Society, w ill be held Feb. 1, 2 and 3 at the B ellevue-S tratford  Hotel. An attendance of 
sev era l thousand dentists is  expected , accord in g  to D r. H arry A . M esjian, president of the P h ila ­
delphia Society. Speakers w ill include D r. Philip E. Adam s, A .D .A . president, U. S. Sen. L ester  
C . Hunt, Gov. Jam es H. Duff o f Pennsylvania and others. A  sp ecia l feature of the m eeting w ill 
be public health foru m  on Friday m orning, F eb . 3, stressing ch ild ren ’ s dentistry. D r. LeR oy 
M. Ennis, of Philadelphia, A .D .A . trustee fo r  Pennsylvania, w ill be the m oderator. A lso  
scheduled fo r  ea rly  F ebruary is the annual M idwinter M eeting of the Chicago Dental Society 
w hich w ill be held at the Stevens Hotel, Feb . 6 to 9. Attendance is expected to exceed  12,000.

APPOINT NEW EDITORIAL, BUSINESS OFFICE ASSISTANTS

M r. David J. A tch ison , of Elgin, I ll ., has been appointed assistant editor, and M r. W alter 
A . Suberg, o f Chicago, has been named assistant business m anager on the A .D .A . Central Of­
f ic e  staff. M r. A tch ison , who succeeds M r. John L. Murphy, fo rm e r ly  was m agazine relations 
d ire cto r  o f the A m erican  M edical A ssocia tion  and was an associa te  editor of Nowadays m aga­
zine. M r. Suberg, who rep laces M r. Joseph J. R ichards, fo rm e r ly  was purchasing agent fo r  
the U. S. Sanitary Specialties C orporation  in Chicago.

BILL INTRODUCED TO REPEAL MASSACHUSETTS RESEARCH PROJECT

Repeal of a law providing fo r  the experim ental training of fem inine personnel was proposed  
in a b ill introduced Jan. 4 in the M assachusetts legislature. If passed , it would term inate a 
f iv e -y e a r  p ro je c t  now underway at the Forsythe Dental In firm ary fo r  Children in Boston. The 
p ro je c t  is under the d irection  of D r. Howard M. M arjerison , a m em ber of the in firm ary staff, 
and is  under the supervision  of the M assachusetts Departm ent of Public Health. A ccord in g  to 
that departm ent, the purpose of the p ro je ct  is to determ ine the d esirab ility  o f training dental 
auxiliary aids to provide lim ited dental serv ices  such as fillin gs  fo r  children (see A .D .A . News 
L etter , D ec. 1, 1949). H earings on this b ill have been scheduled fo r  Jan. 24.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A recent address on m odern dentistry in the United States by Dr. P ercy  T. P h illips, o f New 
Y ork  City, speaker of the A .D .A . House of D elegates, has been record ed  and broadcast on the 
"V oice of A m erica " to many fore ign  cou n tries… .Shortly after C on gress reconvened, it rece ived  
petitions fro m  the Ninth D istrict Dental Society of New York, the M aryland State Dental A s s o ­
ciation , the Baltim ore Dental Society, the Tennessee State Dental A ssocia tion  and the C orydon - 
P a lm er Dental Society of Youngstown, Ohio, protesting against the enactment o f com pu lsory  
health insurance leg is la tion … .The new chairm an o f the Dental Inform ation Bureau, New York 
City, is  D r. T. E. J. Shanahan, o f Brooklyn. He succeeded D r. Roland E. M orse, of New York, 
N .Y ., last m onth… .The chairm an of arrangem ents fo r  the A m erican  A ssocia tion  of Dental 
E xam iners W orkshop on Testing Techniques in Chicago F eb . 5 is D r. Philip L . Schwartz of 
New Brunswick, N .J., and not Dr. Philip Schwartz of East Orange, N .J., as reported e a r lie r  in 
the A .D .A . News L e tte r .… Dr. Philip E. Adam s, of Boston, A .D .A . president, w ill be one of the 
principa l speakers at the annual m eeting of the M innesota State Dental A ssocia tion  in St. Paul 
on F eb . 20. D r. Adam s also is scheduled to speak on Feb. 23 at a specia l m eeting in W ashing­
ton, D. C ., sponsored by the D istrict of Colum bia Dental S ocie ty .… P resident Truman has asked 
fo r  legislation  w hich would supplement the present b ill fo r  fed era l aid to p ro fession a l educa­
tion . The new b ill, already in the drafting stage, would set up a system  of federa l sch olarsh ips 
w hich would co v e r  a student's educational costs  p r io r  to entering p ro fession a l schools as w ell 
as the costs  of a wide variety  of other c o u r s e s … .Dr. John C. Brauer has resigned as dean of 
the sch ool o f dentistry, U niversity o f Southern C alifornia, e ffective  Feb. 1, according to r e ­
p orts  fro m  L os A ngeles.
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