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90th A. D. A. SESSION - SAN FRANCISCO - Oct. 17 to 20

ada News Letter
Vol. 2, No. 18, -  Septem ber 15, 1949

HOUSE OF DELEGATES EXPECTED TO REITERATE OPPOSITION 
TO COMPULSORY HEALTH INSURANCE AT SAN FRANCISCO SESSION

A  number o f m a jo r  issues, including the continuing e ffo r ts  o f governm ent o ffic ia ls  to 
secure enactment o f a national system  of com pu lsory health insurance and p rob lem s in 
vo lved  in m ilita ry  dental s e rv ic e s , w ill be considered  by the A .D .A . House o f D elegates 
when it is convened fo r  its  90th annual session  at the Fa irm on t H otel in San F ran c isco  on 
Monday, Oct. 17. The House, m eeting fo r  the f ir s t  tim e since the national e lec tion  of last 
fa ll, is  expected to re ite ra te  its  a ll-ou t opposition  to com pu lsory health insurance as a 
method of provid ing dental health s e rv ic es  to the A m erican  people. A t p rev iou s sessions, 
the House o f D elegates had condemned com pu lsory  health insurance p roposa ls  as im 
p rac tica l and unworkable. In addition to issu ing a new pronouncem ent on com pu lsory  
health insurance, the House is  a lso  expected to consider ways and means o f im plem enting 
the A ssoc ia tion 's  p rogram  fo r  extending dental health s e rv ic es  to g rea te r  num bers of 
persons, pa rticu la rly  ch ildren . In rega rd  to the dental corps o f the arm ed  fo rc e s , d e le 
gates are expected to consider dental aspects o f the reorgan iza tion  o f the m ed ica l s e rv ic e s  
now being planned in the Departm ent o f D efense. The House w ill a lso  re v iew  leg is la tion , 
now pending in C ongress, designed to p rov ide sound adm in istrative operation  o f the A rm y

IT 'S  NOT TOO L A T E  to get a room  reserva tion  fo r  the 90th annual 
session  o f the A .D .A . in San F ran c isco , Oct. 17 to 20. I f  you haven 't 
a lready  sent in your request fo r  a hotel reserva tion , y o u 'll find a con
ven ient application  blank on page A -25  in your copy o f the Septem ber 
issue o f The Journal of the A m erican  Dental A ssoc ia tion . Send it  in 
today and enjoy the benefits o f a top -fligh t sc ien tific  m eeting in one o f 
the m ost co lo r fu l settings in the nation - cosm opolitan San F ra n c is c o !

and A ir  F o rc e  Dental Corps. Th is leg is la tion  has been approved by the U. S. Senate and 
is awaiting action in the House of R ep resen ta tives . Among other issues scheduled fo r  con
sideration  w ill  be proposa ls , pending fro m  las t y e a r 's  session, to reduce the number of 
delegates in the House, recom m endations of the Council on .Dental T rade and Labo ra to ry  
Relations fo r  solution of p rob lem s re la ting  to dental lab o ra to ries  and lab o ra to ry  tech 
nicians, and the report of the spec ia l com m ittee named by the House last y ea r  to survey 
a ffa irs  of the A ssoc ia tion . F u ll text o f the rep o rt of the spec ia l com m ittee , headed by 
D r. F red e r ick  J. W olfe , S r., of New O rleans, is  published in the 1949 Reports o f Councils 
and O ffic e rs  scheduled to be m ailed  tom orrow  to a ll delegates and a lternate delegates at 
the San F ran c isco  m eeting. A lso  scheduled fo r  approval by the House next month w ill  be 
the A ssoc ia tion 's  budget fo r  the calendar y ea r  1950. F o r  the f i r s t  tim e in h is to ry , a 
speaker, D r. P e r c y  T . Ph illip s , o f New  York , w ill p reside o ve r  sess ions o f the House. 
D r. C lyde E. M inges, A .D .A . president, w ill  p res id e  at sessions o f the B oard  o f T ru s tees , 
scheduled to begin  in San F ran c isco  a week p r io r  to the opening of the annual session .
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385 D ELEGATES W ILL SERVE 
AS M EM BERS OF 1949 HOUSE

The 1949 House of D elegates w ill have a total m em 
bersh ip  of 385 , a reduction  of five fr o m  last y e a r ' s a ll 
tim e re co rd  o f 390 m em b ers . F o r  sev era l y ea rs , v a r 

ious p rop osa ls  have been  advanced to reduce the s ize  o f the H ouse by  rev isin g  the form u la  
under w hich delegates are a llocated  to the constituent s o c ie t ie s . The p resen t fo rm u la  p r o -  
v id es that each  constituent socie ty  shall have one delegate fo r  25 to 99 m em bers , one d e le 
gate fo r  the next 200 m em bers o r  fra ction  th ereof, and one additional delegate f o r  each 
additional 200 m em b ers . A t  the C hicago m eeting in 1948, a sp ecia l com m ittee recom m ended 
that the s ize  o f the House of D elegates be cut approxim ately  40 p er  cent. The com m ittee 
recom m ended  that each  constituent socie ty  be a llocated  a secon d  delegate when its total 
m em bersh ip  is  over  200 instead o f the 100 m ark as now requ ired . A  third delegate would 
be a llow ed under the com m ittee ' s plan when the socie ty  m em bersh ip  exceeded  400 instead 
of 300. T h erea fter, one additional delegate would be allow ed fo r  each additional 400 
m em b ers , tw ice the presen t requirem ent. A ction  on this p rop osa l was postponed until 
this y ea r . Since then, how ever, a new plan has been  p rop osed  by the O regon State Dental 
A ssoc ia tion  w hereby the reduction would be approxim ately  25 p er  cent. This plan would 
retain the presen t form u la  up to 700 m em bers fo r  each  constituent society . F o r  m e m b e r 
ship ov er  the 700 m ark, one additional delegate would be allow ed fo r  each 400 m em bers 
instead of each 200 m em bers .

ELECTION  OF OFFICERS AND 
TRUSTEES SET FOR OCT. 20

E lection  of new o ff ic e r s  and trustees w ill be held 
Thursday m orning, Oct. 20. A s last yea r, delegates 
w ill use voting m achines to re co rd  their ba llo ts . A  

new p re s id e n t -e le c t  w ill be nam ed to su cceed  Dr. Philip  E. A dam s, o f B oston, who w ill 
b e com e  presiden t o f the A ssocia tion  at the c lo s e  o f the m eeting . E lections w ill a lso  be 
held fo r  the o ffice  o f Speaker of the House o f D elegates, the v ic e  presidents, and fo r  
tru stees  in the 1st, 6th, 7th and 10th d is tr icts  whose th re e -y e a r  term s expire this year. 
The p resen t tru stees  fo r  these d is tr ic ts , resp ective ly , a re : D r. Henry H icks, G reenw ich, 
Conn.; D r. R obert P . Thom as, L ou isv ille , K y.; Dr. J. B . C a rr , Indianapolis; and D r. C. S. 
F o s te r , C edar Rapids, la. T erm s of approxim ately  on e-fifth  o f the m em bers o f A .D .A . 
cou n cils  and a d v isory  com m ittees exp ire  this y ea r  and w ill be filled  by e lection s in the 
House o f D eleg a tes . The House w ill a lso  f i l l  a num ber o f va ca n cies  on cou n cils  and ad
v is o r y  com m ittees caused by  death o r  resignation  during the past year. Appointm ent of 
cou n cil and com m ittee  chairm en fo r  the new yea r w ill be m ade by the B oard  o f T ru ste e s .

TWO CITIES FILE  BIDS FOR 
1952 ANNUAL A .D .A . SESSION

Two c it ie s , St. L ouis and Cleveland, have made bids 
fo r  the 1952 annual se ss ion  of the A ssocia tion  fo r  
con sideration  by the House. Under presen t ru les, 

convention  c it ie s  are  se lected  three y ea rs  in advance. The 1950 m eeting w ill be held at 
A tlantic C ity and the 1951 m eeting at Washington, D . C.

REFEREN CE COMMITTEES FOR 
HOUSE NAMED BY DR. MINGES

Appointm ents o f m em b ers  o f the C om m ittee on C re 
dentials and the 13 re feren ce  com m ittees fo r  the 
90th annual sess ion  o f the House of D elegates in San 

F r a n c is c o  next month have been m ade by  D r. Clyde E. M in ges, A .D .A . president. A ppoint
m ents to the re feren ce  com m ittees have been  divided equally am ong the 13 A  D .A . trustee 
d is tr ic ts  with each having three com m ittee m em bers . The appointm ents are :

C om m ittee on C redentials - -  Paul W. Zillm ann, New Y ork , chairm an; John R. A bel, 
Southern C aliforn ia ; Don M. Hamm, A rkansas

C onstitution and Bylaws - -  Sanford B allin ger, Utah, chairm an; E arl P . B ou lger, 
I llin o is ; T . H. M cA llis ter , O regon

Dental Education - -  W illard S. B e ll, New Y ork , chairm an; M. E. Lusk, M innesota; 
G eorge  M . A nderson , M aryland

Dental R esea rch  - -  H. O. W arrick , Oklahom a, chairm an; C arl O. B oucher, Ohio; 
B . M. T y lick i, Southern C aliforn ia

Dental Trade and L aboratory  R elations - -  F . A . P ierson , N ebraska, chairm an; J. S. 
E ila r , New M ex ico ; John H. C arter , New Y ork
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F ed era l G overnm ent Dental C orps - -  H. M esjian , Pennsylvania, chairm an; Glenn E. 
C artw right, Illin ois ; G. A . LeSage, W isconsin

H ospital Dental S erv ice  - -  G. W. C hristiansen, M ichigan, chairm an; C. A . M cM urray, 
T exas; M ichael B. M essore , Rhode Island

Insurance - -  A. J. F illa s tre , F lorid a , chairm an; F re d e r ick  C. B aker, Indiana; A . B. 
C oxw ell, Kentucky

L eg isla tion  - -  John W. G reen, I llin o is , chairm an; W. E arle  C ra ig , Pennsylvania; 
G eorge D. G reenw ood, New Y ork

M iscellan eou s B usin ess - -  A rno M. B om m er, M assach usetts, chairm an; C. S. 
Renouard, Montana; O. J. M erwin, M innesota

P ublic Health - -  Oren A. O liver, T en n essee, chairm an; D. W. B rock , M issou ri; F red  
W erth eim er, M ichigan

R eports o f O ffice rs  - -  C arlos  H. Schott, Ohio, chairm an; H arry  B ear, V irg in ia ; J. S. 
O artel, Pennsylvania

R ules and O rder - -  Glenn C. A nderson , Iowa, chairm an; T. F ord  L eggett, M iss iss ip p i; 
Eugene R. W estcott, New J ersey

S cientific S ession  - -  David J. F itzgibbon , D is tr ict  of C olum bia, chairm an; L aw rence 
R. Ludwigsen, C aliforn ia ; H enry T. Quinn, Connecticut

NEW YORK STATE DENTAL SOCIETY TO CONDUCT SERIES OF 
DISTRICT MEETINGS ON COMPULSORY HEALTH INSURANCE

C urrent attem pts to enact a national system  of com p u lsory  health insurance in the 
United States w ill be d iscu ssed  in a se r ie s  of nine d is tr ic t  m eetings sp on sored  by the 
Dental Society  o f the State of New Y ork  which begins in A lbany, Sept. 19 . The s e r ie s  was 
arranged by the state society  com p u lsory  health com m ittee, headed by  D r. Donald H. M iller , 
to acquaint dentists and m em bers of a llied  dental groups with the b a s ic  issu es  involved in 
the T hom as- M urray-D in gell b ill . Am ong the speakers w ill be D r. P h ilip  J. A dam s, of 
B oston , A .D .A . p resid en t- e le c t , and Dr. W illiam  M cG ill B urns, o f B rook lyn , and D r. Daniel 
F . Lynch, o f W ashington, D. C ., A .D .A . tru stees . Dr. E. H arold G ale, o f A lbany, p residen t 
o f the Dental S ociety  of the State of New Y ork , w ill p resid e  at each  m eeting. It is planned 
to have a question and answ er p eriod  at the end of each m eeting. Speaking at the opening 
m eeting in A lbany w ill be Dr. A dam s, Dr. Burns and Dr. David W urzel, a consultant of 
the dental s o c ie ty ' s com p u lsory  health com m ittee . D r s . Adam s and Lynch  w ill add ress 
m eetings in Saratoga on Sept 20 and in Syracuse on Sept. 2 1. D r. Lon W. M orrey , ed itor 
o f The Journal o f the A m erican  Dental A sso c ia tio n , M r. F ra n c is  J. G arvey, se cre ta ry , 
A .D .A . C ouncil on L egislation , and D r. J. Ben Robinson, dean, B a ltim ore  C ollege  o f Dental 
Surgery, w ill speak at m eetings in B rooklyn  on Sept. 26, New Y ork  City on Sept. 27 and 
White P la ins on Sept. 28. S im ilar m eetings w ill be held in N ovem ber in B uffalo, R och ester 
and E lm ira . Dates fo r  these m eetings w ill be announced.

DR. L. H. RENFROW IS NAMED BRIGADIER GENERAL

The U. S. Senate has con firm ed  the nom ination o f D r. Louis H. R enfrow , veteran  A .D .A . 
m em ber and chairm an of the A sso c ia tio n 's  C om m ittee on War M em oria l, to the rank of 
b r ig a d ier  general. Gen. R enfrow  is  now an aide to S ecretary  of D efen se L ou is Johnson. 
He fo rm e r ly  held the rank of co lon e l and was an assistant m ilitary  aide to P resid en t Trum an.

BROOKINGS LAUNCHES NEW STUDY ON HEALTH CARE
The A .D .A . has been asked to coop era te  in fact-fin d in g  su rvey  o f health ca re  in the 

United States just launched by the B rookings Institution, W ashington, D. C. The su rvey  is 
intended to be the m ost com preh en sive study of this type ever  conducted  in the United 
States and w ill probably  take two y ea rs  to com p lete . It is planned to publish  the findings 
in two v o lu m es . The f ir s t  w ill be a sta tistica l rep ort containing data on the extent of 
health care  now available and p rov is ion s  fo r  m eeting the co s t  through insurance o r  p r e 
paym ent plans, public s e rv ic e s  o r  private philanthropy. The secon d  volum e w ill be an 
evaluation, based  on the fa cts  assem bled  in the f ir s t  volum e, of  both  the health plans now 
in operation  and those which have been proposed .



MEMBERSHIPS IN FEDERATION DENTAIRE 
INTERNATIONALE ARE NOW AVAILABLE

An opportunity to jo in  the F ederation  Dentaire Internationale, w orld -w ide  con fed era 
tion of national dental so c ie tie s , is  now available to m em bers of the A m erican  Dental 
A ssoc ia tion , it is  announced by D r. Stanley D. Tylm an, of C hicago, chairm an of the A .D.A . 
C ouncil on International R elations. D r. O ren A. O liver , fo rm e r  A .D .A . president and 
F .D .I , v ice  presid en t, has been nam ed tre a su re r  fo r  the enrollm ent o f F D.I. m em bers . 
M em bersh ips are available fo r  the current f is c a l  y ea r. R equests fo r  new F .D .I . m em b er
ships o r  renew al o f present m em bersh ip s, together with a ch eck  fo r  the annual dues of 
$5 , should be sent to D r. O liver , 1915 B roadw ay, N ashville, Term. The present invitation 
to join  the F .D .I . is  the fir s t  to be a ccord ed  dentists in the United States sin ce 1947 when 
tw o-y ea r m em bersh ip s w ere o ffe red . Dr. O liver a lso  served  as tre a su re r  fo r  F .D .I . 
m em bersh ip  enrollm en t at that tim e. Through m em bersh ip  in the F .D .I ., D r. O liver 
pointed out, A m erica n  dentists w ill be making a m a jor  contribution to international dental 
so lid a rity  an d  w ill be supporting the international organization  in dentistry  com parable to 
those in m edicin e  and the other p ro fe ss ion s . M em bers w ill be given an opportunity to 
partic ipate , through the F .D .I., in the im portant w ork of the W orld Health O rganization. 
M em bers w ill a lso  be e lig ib le  to attend the annual m eeting of the F .D .I . in P a ris  next July 
and to su b scrib e  to the new International Dental Journal which w ill publish its f ir s t  issue 
in Septem ber 1950. F .D .I . m em bers w ill a lso  be e lig ib le  fo r  partic ipation  in the XI Dental 
C on gress  in London in 1952 at a reduced reg istra tion  fee .

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP REACHES TOTAL OF 74,035
Total m em bersh ip  of the A m erica n  Dental A ssoc ia tion  on August 31 was 74,035, an 

in crea se  o f a lm ost five per cent ov er  the 70,548 reg istered  at the sam e tim e last year. 
The in crea se  in student m em bersh ip , fro m  3,379 to 7,201, or  213 p er  cent, was largely  
resp on sib le  fo r  the overa ll in crea se . O ver the sam e p eriod , life  m em bersh ip s in creased  
by 300 and the total num ber of active m em bersh ips dropped 635, a d ecrea se  of le s s  than 
one p er  cent.

COPIES OF TESTIMONY ON ARMY BILL NOW AVAILABLE
The A .D .A . has available a lim ited  num ber of cop ies  o f testim ony on the A sso c ia t io n -  

sponsored  A rm y Dental b ill, S. 1205, given at hearings in W ashington in June. C opies of 
this testim ony, which includes statem ents o f both A .D .A . and A rm y spokesm en, m ay be 
obtained fr e e  o f charge by writing to the C ouncil on L egisla tion , A m erica n  Dental A s s o c i 
ation, 222 E. S u perior Street, C hicago 11.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
The U. S. Senate has con firm ed  the p rom otion  of B rig . Gen. G eorge R. Kennebeck, 

ch ie f of dental s e rv ice , USAF to the rank o f m a jor  g en era l… .M r. F ra n cis  J. G arvey, s e c 
retary  of the A .D .A . Council on L eg isla tion , w ill be one of the p rin cipa l speakers at the 
fa ll m eeting o f the Dubuque D istr ict of the Iowa State Dental Society , Sept. 18 to 20… . 
D r. J. Raym ond G ill, a ssociate  p r o fe s s o r  at the U niversity of C aliforn ia  C ollege o f 
D entistry, San F ra n c isco , left Aug. 30 to serve  one year as dean o f the De M ontm orency 
Dental School at Lahore, Pakistan… .At its recen t annual m eeting, the National Dental 
A ssoc ia tion  tabled a resolution  approving the T hom as- M u rray-D in gell b i l l… .P lans fo r  
the am algam ation  of the three separate dental association s in G reat B rita in  on Jan. 1 of 
1950 are  p ro g re ss in g  sa tisfa ctorily , a ccord in g  to recent advices fr o m  London. The p r e s 
ent plan is  to retain  the o ffice rs  of a ll three groups as a consultive body during the f ir s t  
y ea r of op era tion … .The Veterans A dm inistration  w ill soon take applications fo r  a on e- 
year fe llow sh ip  fo r  resea rch  in dental m ateria ls at the National Bureau of Standards… . 
The $40 m illion  c lin ica l center now being built fo r  the National Institutes of Health, 
B ethesda, M d., w ill contain fa c ilit ie s  fo r  dental patients, the F ed era l Security  A gency has 
announced. The building is due to be com p leted  in July 1952… .The Naval Dental School, 
National Naval M edica l Center, Bethesda, M d., is now accepting applications fo r  training 
duty f o r  43 V olunteer R eserve  dental o ff ic e r s  fo r  the period  o f Nov. 7- 19.
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