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90th A. D. A. SESSION - SAN FRANCISCO - Oct. 17 to 20

ada News Letter
Vol. 2, No. 13, July 1, 1949

A.D.A. SPOKESMEN INFORM CONGRESS OF URGENT NEED 
FOR NEW FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOR ARMY DENTAL CORPS

The need fo r  new  fe d e ra l leg is la tion  to guarantee sound adm in istrative  operation  o f the 
A rm y  Dental C orp s  was s tre sse d  by  a group o f  four A .D .A . rep resen ta tives  at hearings b e ­
fo r e  subcom m ittees o f both Hou ses  o f C on gress  in W ashington on June 20. The A .D .A . w it­
n e sse s  testified  in favor  o f S.1205, spon sored  b y  Sen. L ester  C. Hunt (D ., W yo .), and H .R. 
3479, spon sored  by  R ep . L . M endel R iv e rs  (D ., S. C .). The two b il ls ,  w hich  a re  iden tica l, 
p rop ose  to c r y s ta liz e  into law  m ost o f the p resen t A rm y  regulations w hich w e re  p laced  in e f ­
fe c t  la st year at the repeated  dem ands o f the A .D .A . D r. T . J. M cD erm ott, o f C leveland , 
m em ber o f the A .D .A . C ouncil on L eg isla tion , pointed out that in the past the A rm y  Dental- 
C orps had been  fo rce d  to operate  without su ffic ien t adm in istrative authority to p ro te ct  the 
dental health o f the m en and w om en o f the A rm ed  F o r c e s . He w arned that "dentistry  w ill no 
longer to le ra te  an in fe r io r  position  to m ed icin e  and m em bers  o f the dental p ro fe s s io n  w ill not 
vo lu ntarily  jo in  an organ ization  w here such a situation ex is ts ."  D r. M cD erm ott read  a state­
m ent w hich had been  p rep a red  b y  D r. C a rl O . F lagstad , late chairm an  o f the A .D  A . C ou ncil, 
ju st b e fo r e  he died suddenly o f a heart attack at M inneapolis on June 16. Other A .D .A . w it­
n e sse s  included D r. O. G. Skelton, o f D allas, T ex ., a re t ire d  c o lo nel in the A rm y  Dental 
C orp s ; D r. W. R . A lstadt, o f L ittle  R ock , A rk ., and D r. R . H. F r ie d r ich , o f P la in fie ld , N. J ., 
chairm an o f the A .D .A . C ouncil on F ed era l G overnm ent Dental C orp s . Both D r. A lstadt and 
D r. F r ie d r ic h  are r e s e r v e  o f f ic e r s  in the A rm y  Dental C orps. O pposing the recom m en d ation s  
o f the A .D .A . w itn esses  w ere  rep resen tatives  o f S ecreta ry  o f D efense L ou is  Johnson and S ec­
re ta ry  o f the A rm y  G ordon G ray. M r. Johnson, in a le tter, said  he was op p osed  to the b ills  
on the grounds that the p rop osed  leg is la tion  would in terfere  with plans fo r  the reorgan iza tion  
o f the D epartm ent of the A rm y. M aj. Gen. W alter D. L ove, secon d  in com m and o f the A rm y  
Dental C orp s , testified  that the A rm y  was o f fic ia lly  against the b il ls .  A sk ed  fo r  h is p erson a l 
opinion, how ever, Gen. L ove  a sserted  he would p re fe r  the p rop osed  leg is la tion  to the p resen t 
regu lations establish ed  fo r  the dental c o rp s .

ARM Y REGULATIONS ARE 
DESCRIBED AS 'UNSTABLE'

The F lagstad  statem ent c ited  the A s s o c ia t io n 's  past ex ­
p e r ie n ce  with A rm y  regu lations as m o st  u n sa tis fa ctory . 
In repeated  instances, it said , regu la tion s have been  

changed or resc in d ed  without p r io r  n otice  either to the co rp s  or the A sso c ia tio n . "The D epart­
m ent of the A rm y  has ob jected  to these b ills  on the ground that they w ill tend to strengthen by  
statute a p articu lar co rp s  o f the A r m y. The A sso c ia tio n  hopes that it w ill. A rm y  regu lations 
in the past have not been  such as to be  con du cive  to m aking the dentist fe e l  that he has a p la ce  
o f authority in the A rm y, and when, after con s id era b le  p re ssu re  those regu la tion s  have been  
m ade m ore  Or le s s  sa tis fa ctory , the A rm y  has not hesitated to a lter them  a lm ost overn ight." 
The statem ent said that the p urpose o f the b ills  is  to insure that the p r in c ip le  o f  dental r e ­
spon sib ility  fo r  o ra l health be  c a r r ie d  throughout the A rm y, and that dental o f f ic e r s  be  given 
the pow er to c a r ry  out an e ffective  dental health p ro g ra m  without in te r fe re n ce  fr o m  non-dental 
o f f ic e r s .  It pointed out that the p rop osed  leg is la tion  fo r  the A rm y  Dental C orp s  is , in a la rge  
m easu re , s im ila r  to that enacted fo r  the Navy.
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D r. F r ie d r ich , who spent fiv e  yea rs  on active  duty with 
the A rm y  during W orld  War II, said that the w artim e 
fa ilu re  to c o r r e c t  an adm in istrative  p rog ra m  w hich  was 

se r io u s ly  im p a irin g  e ffic ien t dental s e rv ic e  "resu lted  in con s id era b le  antagonism  and i l l -w i l l  
tow ard seeking s e r v ic e  or a c a re e r  with the A rm y  Dental C o rp s ."  D r. F r ie d r ich  w arned that 
the p ro v is io n  of dental s e rv ice  fo r  m illion s  o f p erson s  during a war is  not a p a rt-t im e  task 
nor can  "it be  accom plish ed  in the m ilita ry  sphere by  o f f ic e r s  without p rop er rank and author­
ity … .The r e c o r d  o f adm in istrative inadequacies during the la st  war speaks fo r  itse lf. No 
p r o g r e s s  can  be m ade until there is  a thoroughgoing re v is io n  o f the adm inistration  of the 
A rm y  M ed ica l D epartm ent as it a ffects  the A rm y  Dental C o rp s ."  C ol. Skelton, in rev iew ing  
his 33 y e a rs  o f exp erien ce  in the dental c o r p s , said  that dental o f f ic e r s  have a "well founded 
sk ep tic ism " as to whether the p resen t regu la tion s w ill be  continued. He said  that during his 
w artim e in sp ection s  at 17 training cam ps and 10 gen era l hospita ls he has been  im p re sse d  b y  
the con tem pt o f A rm y  regulations held by  high ranking m ed ica l o f f ic e r s .  L eg is la tion  is 
needed, he said , to c o r r e c t  this situation. The other A .D .A . w itn ess, D r. A lstadt, s tre sse d  
the need  fo r  giving dental o f f ic e r s  fu ll co n tro l o f dental installations and dental co rp s  p e r s o n ­
nel. He said  that in m any instances, dental assistants and techn icians had been  a rb itra r ily  
tra n s fe rre d  to other co rp s  leaving dental o f f ic e r s  without adequate staff to c a r r y  out an e f­
fe ct iv e  o ra l health p rogram . He said : "In m y private  p ra c tice  as a dentist, I certa in ly  would 
not want a ph ysician , re g a rd le ss  o f how good a frien d  he m ight b e , to delegate the duties o f 
m y  o f f ic e  a ssistan ts , to d ecide  on their s a la r ie s , on their p rom otion s , to evaluate their u s e ­
fu ln ess , to o rd e r  m y supplies, or  in any m anner conduct m y p rivate  p r a c t ice ."

OTHER WITNESSES CITE 
W ARTIM E DEFICIENCIES

COUNCIL ASKS SUPPORT OF 
FO RM ER D EN TAL OFFICERS

M em bers of the A .D .A . C ouncil on L eg isla tion  have 
asked that a ll fo rm e r  dental o f f ic e r s  w rite  m em bers  o f 
the two A rm ed  S erv ice s  subcom m ittees urging a fa v o r ­

able re p o r t  on the pending b ills . To date, neither subcom m ittee  has taken fo rm a l action . 
M em bers  o f  the Senate subcom m ittee are: Sen. L es ter  C. Hunt (D ., W yo.), chairm an; Sen. 
E stes  K efauver (D ., Tenn.); and Sen. Chan Gurney (R ., S. D .). Sen M illard  Tydings (D ., M d.) 
is  ch a irm an  o f the Senate A rm ed  S erv ices  com m ittee . M em bers o f the H ouse subcom m ittee  
are: R ep . O verton  B rook s  (D ., L a .), chairm an, Rep. L . M endel R iv e rs  (D ., S. C .), R ep. Ph ilip  
J. P h ilb in  (D ., M a ss .), R ep. Arthur W instead (D ., M iss .) , R ep . P o rte r  H ardy (D ., V a.), R ep . 
Edward de G affenried  (D ., A la .), R ep . Paul W. Shafer (R ., M ich .), R ep. W. S terling C ole  (R ., 
N. Y .), R ep . Jack Z . A n derson  (R ., C a lif.), Rep. L eon  H. Gavin (R ., P a .) and R ep. W alter 
N orblad (R ., O re .) . Rep. C arl V inson (D ., Ga.) is  chairm an  o f the House A rm ed  S erv ices  
com m ittee .

RAISE IN STUDENT DUES IS RECOMMENDED

The A .D .A . C ouncil on M em bersh ip , m eeting at the C entral O ffice  on June 20, unani­
m ou s ly  approved  a recom m endation  that dues of A .D .A . student m em b ers  be in crea sed  fr o m  
$3 to $4 annually. The recom m endation  w ill b e  p resen ted  to the House of D elegates at the 
San F r a n c is c o  m eeting next O ctober fo r  fin a l action . The in cre a se  was urged  b ecau se  p osta l 
regu la tion s do not p erm it s e co n d -c la s s  m ailing of the A .D .A . Journal to m em bers  w hose dues 
are  le s s  than on e-h a lf the annual su bscrip tion  p r ic e . A s a resu lt, it has been  n e ce ssa ry  to 
ship Journals to the variou s dental sch oo ls  fo r  red istribu tion  to student m em b ers . This has 
p osed  a se r io u s  d istribution  p rob lem  during m onths in w hich c la s s e s  a re  not in se ss ion . The 
C ouncil a lso  voted  to recom m en d  to the House o f D elegates that a ll states b e  requested  to 
m aintain a p e r io d ic  r e -re g is tra t io n  o f licen sed  dentists. A t p resen t, fiv e  states  - - A labam a, 
Illin o is , M iss iss ip p i, South C arolina, and W est V irg in ia  - -  do not req u ire  an annual r e g is t r a ­
tion of lice n se d  dentists.

LIBRARIANS FROM 23 DENTAL SCHOOLS ATTEND CONFERENCE

The need fo r  a m o re  sc ien tific  approach  in the developm ent o f dental nom enclature and 
the estab lish m en t of a m ore  s im p lified  c la ss ifica t io n  system  fo r  dental literatu re  w ere  em ­
p h asized  at a con feren ce  of dental lib ra ria n s  held at the A .D .A . C entral O ffice  on June 27. 
M ore than 40 p e rso n s , including lib rarian s  fr o m  23 dental sch oo ls  in the United States and 
v is ito r s  fr o m  Canada and V enezuela, participated  in the con feren ce  which was planned b y  D r. 
John E. G urley , o f San F ra n c is co , chairm an of the A .D .A . A d v iso ry  C om m ittee to the Bureau 
o f L ib ra ry  and Indexing S erv ice , and D r. Donald A . W ashburn, d ire cto r  o f the Bureau of 
L ib ra ry  and Indexing S erv ice .
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CONGRESS APPROPRIATES $100,000 FOR PLANS FOR 
NEW DENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE BUILDING

The A .D .A .'s  requ est fo r  a fe d era l appropria tion  o f  $2 ,000 ,000  fo r  the con stru ction  o f a 
dental re se a rch  institute at B ethesda, M d., was tr im m ed  to $100,000 fo r  the p repara tion  o f 
plans and sp ec ifica tion s  fo r  the stru ctu re  during fin a l action  la st w eek on the annual budget o f 
the U. S. P u blic Health S e rv ice . The H ouse o f  R ep resen tatives e a r lie r  had turned down the 
A .D .A . requ est w hile the Senate had voted  to appropria te  the fu ll $2 ,000 ,000 to beg in  actual 
con stru ction  o f the building. The $100,000 item  em erged  as a co m p ro m ise  when the health 
s e rv ic e  budget b il l  was con s id ered  by  co n fe re e s  o f the two bran ch es  of C on g ress . W hile the 
fa ilu re  o f C on gress  to p rov id e  con stru ction  funds w ill delay e rection  o f the bu ild ing at lea st 
another y e a r , A .D .A . o ffic ia ls  w ere  hopeful that a new appropriation  cou ld  be  secu red  next 
year on the b a s is  o f plans and sp ecifica tion s  w hich now w ill be  p repa red . P re s id e n t Trum an 
put h is signature on the appropriation  b ill  on Thursday, June 29. It is  expected  that a co n ­
tra ct  fo r  b lueprints w ill b e  aw arded shortly . The Dental R e se a rch  Institute, cre a te d  a year 
ago by  the 80th C on gress , is  now housed in ex istin g  fa c ilit ie s  o f the P u blic Health S erv ice .

CHICAGOAN INSTALLED AS PRESIDENT OF I.A.D.R.

D r. J. R oy  B layney, d ire c to r  o f the Z o lle r  M em oria l Dental C lin ic at the U niversity  of 
C h icago, w as installed  as p resid en t of the International A ssocia tion  fo r  Dental R e se a rch  at 
its 27th annual m eeting in C hicago June 24 to 26. D r. B layney su cceed ed  D r. A llan  G. B rod ie , 
a lso  o f C h icago. Other o f f ic e r s  nam ed fo r  the next year are: D r. B a sil G. B ibby, of 
R o ch ester , N. Y ., p re s id e n t-e le c t ; D r. L eonard  S. F osd ick , o f C h icago, v ic e  p resid en t; and 
D r. Edward H. Hatton, o f Evanston, I l l ., s e c r e ta r y -tr e a s u re r . D r. H arold  C. H odge, o f 
R och ester , N. Y ., was e lected  a m em ber o f the B oard  o f T ru stees. The 1949 m eeting of the 
A sso c ia tio n  has been  tentatively set fo r  M arch  29, 30 and 31 at F ren ch  L ick  S prings, Ind.

NATIONAL PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN MAKES EXTENSIVE CLAIMS 
FOR NEW CHLOROPHYLL DENTIFRICE REPORTED TO I.A.D.R.

C la im s that the sea rch  fo r  a ca r ie s -p re v e n tiv e  agent m ay now be over w ere  m ade in an 
extensive , co m m e rc ia lly -s p o n so re d  publicity  cam paign based  on rep orts  on a ch lorop h y ll 
d en tifr ice  read  at last w eek 's  annual m eeting o f the International A sso c ia tio n  o f  Dental R e ­
sea rch  in C h icago. The rep o rts  w ere  presen ted  by  D r. Gustav W. Rapp, and M r. B . F . 
Gurney o f the facu lty  o f L oy o la  (C hicago) U n iv ers ity 's  dental sch oo l. The p u b lic ity  cam paign 
was conducted by  a Chicago public re la tion s f ir m  on behalf o f R ystan C o., In c., o f Mt. 
V ernon , N. Y ., m anufacturers o f a tooth paste  ca lled  C h loresium . A ccord in g  to a p u b lic ity  
r e le a se , the tooth paste "acts to do away with a ll o f the conditions gen era lly  thought by  dental 
authorities to be  cau ses o f dental decay, a ccord in g  to D r. Rapp and M r. G urney." The two 
r e se a rch e rs  w ere  a lso  quoted as reportin g  that the new d en tifr ice  low ers  the a c id  count (s ic )  
o f the m outh better than any other known substance, retards  the breakdow n o f the p rote in  part 
o f tooth enam el and inhibits pathogenic b a cter ia . In addition, the new paste , it  was said, d e o ­
d o r iz e s  the mouth and re ta rd s  the return o f o ffen s iv e  od o rs . The re le a s e  continued: "A ll o f 
these advantages m a y b e  had, a ccord in g  to the rep ort, with only two brush ings a day, one of 
them  p re fe ra b ly  after break fast when the a cid  count o f the mouth is  at its h igh est." T h e  r e ­
sults w ere  obtained through la b ora tory  tests  on sa liva  fro m  100 individuals. The re p o rt  was 
w idely  hailed  in the p re ss  and rad io . R ep orts  on r e se a rch  with ch lorop h y ll w e re  a lso  p r e -  
sented by  D rs . John W. Hein and W illiam  G. Shafer of the U niversity o f R o c h e s te r 's  School o f 
M edicine and D entistry. They said that sodium  cop p er ch lorophyllin  has p rodu ced  "very  en­
couraging resu lts"  in con tro llin g  and preventing tooth decay. T heir tests , so fa r ,  have been  
m ade only in the la b ora tory  with human sa liva  and on anim als. T ests  on human p atients are  
now under way. The R och ester  r e se a rch e rs  said  that the evidence so far  is  that the c h lo r o ­
phyll com pound "is superior to that so fa r  subm itted in support o f som e a ctiv e ly  p u b lic ized  
and w idely  u sed  ca r ie s  p reven tives ."  The A .D .A . C ouncil on Dental T h erapeu tics  long has 
been  in terested  in the p o ss ib ility  o f the use o f ch lorop h y ll com pounds in the co n tro l and p r e ­
vention of c a r ie s . The C ouncil has recom m en ded , how ever, that additional r e s e a rc h  should 
be ca rr ie d  out b e fo re  the ch lorop h y ll preparations a re  recom m ended  fo r  gen era l use as a 
therapeutic m easu re  in the prevention  o f c a r ie s .
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL SCHOOLS APPROVES 
PRINCIPLE OF FEDERAL AID TO DENTAL EDUCATION

F e d e ra l aid to dental education was approved in p r in c ip le  by  the A m erica n  A sso c ia tio n  of 
Dental S ch ools  h ere  this w eek p rov id ed  such aid is  "surrounded by  e ffe ctive  safeguards to the 
fr e e d o m  and se lf-d eterm in ation  o f the dental sch oo ls  w hich m ay p articip ate  in it ."  The r e s o ­
lution  adopted b y  the dental educators at the m eeting pointed  out that the gen era l p ro b le m  o f 
dental education transcen ds the lim its  o f state boun daries and is  national in ch a ra cter . The 
reso lu tion  said  it would appear that "f e d e r a l  funds m ight, with ju stifica tion , b e  appropriated  
in support o f  dental and dental hygien ist education p rov id ed  that such support does not com m it 
the dental s ch o o ls  o f the country  to any standard in education w hich m ight b e  im posed  by  the 
fe d e r a l governm ent. Such funds… should be  accepted  on ly with the understanding that the 
governm ent shall not e x e rc is e  any co n tro l o v e r , or  p r e s c r ib e  any requ irem en ts  with re sp e c t  
to the cu rricu lu m , teaching p erson n el, or  adm in istration  o f any sch oo l or the ad m ission  o f 
applicants th ere to ."  The A sso cia tio n  a lso  asked that the A .D .A . C ouncil on Dental Education 
undertake a num ber o f studies to d eterm ine the actual c o s ts  o f dental education to the s ch oo ls  
and the students, to determ ine the need fo r  expansion o f existing sch oo ls  and the esta b lish ­
m ent o f new  sch o o ls , and to exam ine the extent o f rep orted  sh ortages o f  dental te a ch ers . D r. 
G era ld  D. T im m on s, of Tem ple U niversity , was insta lled  as p resid en t, su cceed in g  D r. R oy  J. 
R inehart, o f  Kansas C ity U niversity. D r. C h arles W. F reem an , o f  N orthw estern  U niversity , 
was nam ed p re s id e n t -e le c t  and D r. E rn est G. Slom an, o f  the C ollege  o f P h ysicia n s  and Sur­
geon s, was e lected  v ic e  p residen t. D r. John E. B uhler, o f E m ory  U niversity , was re e le c te d  
s e c r e ta r y -t r e a s u r e r . D r. W alter H. W right was nam ed to su cceed  D r .  Slom an as a m em ber 
o f the execu tive  com m ittee . D r. Otto B randhorst, o f W ashington U niversity , w as e lected  to 
the C ou ncil on Dental Education su cceed in g  D r. B ert L . H ooper. D r. G. W. G aver, o f 
B a ltim o re  C ollege  o f Dental Surgery , and D r. M aynard Hine, o f Indiana U niversity , w ere  
e le cted  m em bers  o f the National B oa rd  o f Dental E xam in ers.

SEEK LEGISLATION TO REORGANIZE V.A. DENTAL PROGRAM

The C ouncil on F ed era l G overnm ent Dental C orps headed by  D r. R . H. F r ie d r ich , o f 
P la in fie ld , N. J., has recom m en ded  that A .D .A . House o f D elegates seek  new fe d e ra l le g is ­
la tion  to c o r r e c t  adm in istrative inadequacies in the dental departm ent o f the V eterans A d ­
m in istra tion . A ccord in g  to a reso lu tion  approved b y  the C ouncil during a m eeting in C h icago 
on June 16 to 18, the V. A. dental departm ent does not have adequate co n tro l o f  dental p e r ­
sonnel, p ro g ra m  operation , budget p repa ra tion  or the p rocu rem en t o f dental supplies. The 
C ou ncil a lso  requested  that the A .D .A . B oa rd  o f T ru stees  authorize a su rvey  o f fe d e ra l den­
tal s e r v ic e  a ctiv ities  and that the C ou n cil's  nam e b e  changed to "C ouncil on F ed era l Dental 
S e rv ice s ."

A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP REACHES 71,586

T otal m em bersh ip  o f the A .D .A ., a s  o f June 1, was 71,586. B ecau se o f the 109 per cent 
gain in student m em bersh ip s , this rep resen ts  a 5 per cent in cre a se  over  last y e a r 's  June 
total o f 68,169. Total active m em bersh ip  fe ll  o ff fr o m  62,774 to 62,136, a drop  o f about 1 per 
cent. T h irty -on e  constituent s o c it ie s  r e co rd e d  d rops in m em bersh ip  o f fr o m  1 to 25 per cent. 
In June o f la s t  year there w ere 3,375 student m e m b e rs ; this yea r th ere  w ere  7,044.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A  new b ill ,  H .R. 5324, in troduced  b y  Rep. A . L eon ard  A llen  (D. L a .), p rov id es  fo r  an 
a c r o s s -th e -b o a r d  pay in crea se  o f about 15 p er cent fo r  a ll ph ysician s , dentists and n u rses  in 
the V eterans A dm inistration . The sa la ry  o f assistant m ed ica l d ire c to r  fo r  dental o f f ic e r s ,  
now  $ 1 1 ,000, would be  boosted  to betw een $13 ,000 and $14 ,000. The new  "ch ief grade" in the 
dental s e r v ic e  w ould c a r r y  with it a sa lary  of betw een $10,000 and $1 1 ,0 0 0 … .C on version  of 
the F e d e ra l S ecurity  A gency into a new fe d e ra l D epartm ent o f W elfare  has been  p rop osed  b y  
P re s id en t Trum an under the new reorgan iza tion  a c t… .The F ed era l S ecurity  A g e n cy 's  appro­
p ria tion s  b il l  ju st passed  by C on gress  m akes available $5,000 d o lla rs  in grants fo r  can cer 
r e s e a r c h  to each o f 16 dental s ch oo ls . F o rty  m ed ica l sch oo ls  r e c e iv e  $25 ,000 a p ie ce … .The 
new A .D .A . Appointm ent Book fo r  1950 is  available today fr o m  the A .D .A . bu sin ess  o ffic e . 
The m a jor  d iffe re n ce  betw een this and p rev iou s  book s is  that the appointm ent breakdow n is 
fo r  h a lf-h ou r p er iod s  instead o f qu arter-h ou r p e r iod s .
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