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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE 90th A. D. A. SESSION 
SAN FRANCISCO - Oct. 17 to 20

ada News Letter
Vol. 2, No. 12, June 17, 1949

DR. CARL O. FLAGSTAD, A.D.A. LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN, DIES 
SUDDENLY AT MINNEAPOLIS FOLLOWING HEART ATTACK

Dr. C arl O. F lagstad, o f M inneapolis, chairm an of the A .D .A . C ouncil on L eg isla tion , 
died at 8:30 p. m . Thursday (June 16) fo llow in g  a heart attack. His death cam e shortly 
after he had p repared  testim ony to be d e livered  next Monday (June 20) b e fore  C on gress in 
support of the A rm y  Dental b ill  spon sored  by the A .D .A . F or  m any y e a rs , D r. F lagstad 
had been active in dental a ssocia tion  a ffa irs . He had served  as chairm an o f the C ouncil 
on L eg isla tion  fo r  the past five  years  and was ree le c ted  to this p osition  by the House o f 
D elegates last Septem ber despite h is announced wish to re t ire  fr o m  active se rv ice  with 
the C ouncil. D r. F lagstad was born  June 10, 1888, in M inneapolis and was a graduate of 
the School o f D entistry of the U niversity o f M innesota. Shortly after his graduation he 
joined  the facu lty  of the dental sch oo l and had served  as a p r o fe s s o r  o f dentistry  fo r  38 
y ea rs . He serv ed  as a dental o ffice r  in W orld War I. He was a fo rm e r  presid en t o f the 
M inneapolis D is tr ic t  Dental S ociety  and the M innesota State Dental A ssoc ia tion  and had 
held num erous p osition s with the A .D .A . F ro m  1940 to 1946 he was s e cr e ta ry -tre a s u re r  
of the A m erican  A ssocia tion  o f Dental S chools and was slated to be e lected  p re s id e n t-e le c t  
o f this organization  at its annual m eeting to be held in Chicago on June 27. High tribute 
to Dr. F lagstad fo r  his many yea rs  o f devotion and se rv ice  to the dental p ro fe ss io n  was 
paid by  Dr. Clyde E. M inges, A .D .A . p residen t, and other leading dentists throughout the 
nation. Dr. F lagstad is survived by  his widow and four ch ildren .

DR. HILLENBRAND REPORTS ON BRITISH HEALTH ACT --  
HEALTH MINISTER ORDERS NEW 20% CUT IN DENTAL FEES

A new reduction  o f 20 per cent in fe e s  p laced  in e ffe ct  on June 1 fo r  all dentists p a r ­
ticipating in the B ritish  national health p rog ra m  is the govern m en t's  d ire ct  rep ly  to the 
sk y-rock etin g  co s ts  o f the dental p rog ra m  in the United Kingdom, D r. H arold H illenbrand, 
A .D .A . se cre ta ry , reported  to the State S e cre ta r ie s ' M anagement C on ference in C hicago 
on June 15. The dental p ro fess ion , he indicated, has never been given the assuran ce 
(which has been  given the m edical p ro fe ss ion ) that the governm ent's  eventual goal would 
not be p lacing a ll dentists on a straight sa lary  b a s is . Dr. H illenbrand returned to the 
United States la st Saturday follow ing a th ree -w eek  trip  to Europe during which he co n ­
fe rre d  with leading B ritish  dentists, governm ent dental o ffice rs  and Health M in ister 
Aneurin Bevan. He a lso attended the annual m eeting o f the F ederation  D entaire Inter­
nationale at M ilan, Italy. While pointing out that he had had insu fficien t tim e to ch eck  into 
a ll details o f the B ritish  dental health p rogra m , D r. H illenbrand said that h is con fe ren ces  
with governm ent o ffic ia ls  made it plain that the governm ent would continue to p re ss  fo r  a 
reduction  in the o v e r -a ll  costs  of the p rogra m . O ffic ia ls  of the health se rv ice  adm it 
quite frankly, he said, that they now find th em selves in a position  where dental co s ts  have 
far exceeded  estim ates. As a resu lt, he pointed out, the governm ent is apparently d e te r ­
m ined to fo r ce  dentists into a position  o f accepting low ered in com es . A s o f May 15, a 
month ago, a tota l o f 94.7 per cent of a ll dentists in the United Kingdom  w ere p a rtic ip a t-
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ing in the governm ent program . Two fa c to rs  have induced the overw helm ing m a jority  of 
B ritish  dentists to jo in  in the p rogram : 1 -  the fa ir ly  high fe e s  orig in a lly  p rom ised  by 
the governm ent, and 2 -  the v ery  high in com e taxes which have fo rce d  n early  a ll individ­
uals to stretch  their incom es by accepting the "free" health s e rv ic e s  o ffered  by  the 
governm ent. It is  now obvious, Dr. H illenbrand continued, that B ritish  dentists have been 
m aneuvered into a position  where they are  a lm ost d e fen se less  against the a rb itra ry  regu ­
lations of the governm ent.

BRITISH DENTAL GROUPS 
NOW PLANNING TO MERGE

L ea d ers  o f the three dental associa tion s in the 
B ritish  Is les  have now e ffected  a m erg er so that the 
p ro fe ss io n  can p resen t a united fron t toward the gov ­

ernm ent. P resen t plans now ca ll fo r  the m erger to b ecom e e ffective  in the next few  
m onths. A  great deal of the d ifficu lties  which the dental p ro fe ss ion  is  now encountering in 
B rita in , D r. H illenbrand said, resu lted  fro m  the lack o f unity in the p ro fe ss ion  during 
orig in a l negotiations with the governm ent. Another m a jor fa cto r , Dr. H illenbrand ex ­
plained, has been  the fa ct that the dental p rog ra m  was put into operation  without mature 
con sideration  o f the b a sic  technical p rob lem s a ssocia ted  with dentistry . A s an exam ple, 
D r. H illenbrand pointed out that the demand fo r  dental ca re  under the p rogra m  is  running 
two and on e -h a lf tim es that orig in a lly  estim ated by the governm ent p lanners. The situa­
tion  is  so se r iou s  that the health m in istry  has ord ered  a tim e study o f dental operations 
to determ ine the amount of dental se rv ice s  which should be p erform ed  by the individual 
dentist in a 33 hour week. This study, as w ere p rev iou s studies, is being conducted by  a 
com m ittee com p osed  predom inantly o f laym en.

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
HAVE BEEN CUT SHARPLY

In actual operation , the national health p rogram  has 
resu lted  in a reduction  rather than an expansion of 
dental health s e rv ic e s  fo r  ch ildren  as orig in ally  

p rom ised  by the governm ent, Dr. H illenbrand said. To date, about 15 per cent o f the 
dentists fo rm e r ly  connected with the sch oo l health se rv ice  have resign ed  and governm ent 
o ffic ia ls  expect the resignation  figu re m ay reach  higher points in the near future. Thus, 
D r. H illenbrand said, the health se rv ice  is  destroying a sound ch ild ren 's  p rogra m  p re ­
v iou sly  estab lished  rather than providing extra  benefits fo r  that section  o f the population 
which needs it m ost. Another seriou s p rob lem  has been  created  by  the governm ent's 
fa ilu re  to p rov ide  funds for dental re s e a rc h  as a b a sic  part of its p rogra m . F or the 
p resen t y ea r, it is  estim ated that only $10,000 is available fo r  dental re se a rch  in the 
entire B ritish  Is le s .

CIVILIAN CLERKS RULE 
ON DENTAL DIAGNOSES

One of the prin cipa l com plaints o f dental lead ers , 
D r. H illenbrand rep orted , is  that governm ent c le rk s  
are ru ling on "extim ates" fo r  dental treatm ents b e ­

yond sim ple fillin g s  and other le s s -s e r io u s  operation s. A ll such "estim ates" are re fe rre d  
to a c la im s boa rd  on which there are only eight dentists. With som e 6,300,000 cla im s a l­
ready  re ce iv ed , it is obvious, he pointed out, that the d ecis ion s  - -  in e ffect, the actual 
evaluation of d iagn oses - -  are being m ade by lay p ersonn el with no dental training or ex ­
p er ien ce .

F.D .I. URGES PRIORITY 
TREATMENT FOR CHILDREN

The F ederation  Dentaire Internationale, aware o f the 
trend of health p rogra m s throughout E urope, unani­
m ou sly  approved a resolu tion  urging that no national 

governm ent should undertake a com prehensive dental treatm ent p rogra m  without f ir s t  
m aking p rov is ion s  fo r  adequate dental ca re  fo r  a ll ch ildren . Dr. H illenbrand was one o f 
three A m erica n  dentists who attended sess ion s  o f the F .D .I . in M ilan on May 30 to June 4. 
O thers included D r. Gordon H ill o f Topeka, K as., and D r. B ruce F orsyth , dental d irector  
fo r  the United States Public Health S erv ice . D r. Ch. F . N ord, o f A m sterdam , F .D .I . 
p resid en t, p res id ed  at the fiv e -d a y  m eeting of delegates fro m  m ore  than a sco re  of 
nations. Two new o ff ic e r s  w ere e lected : Dr. W . Stewart R oss , o f London, T rea su rer , and 
D r. J. de W ever, of B ru sse ls , assistant trea su rer . The next annual m eeting o f the 
F ederation  w ill be held at P a ris  in late July 1950. P lans w ere a lso  m ade fo r  the 11th 
International Dental C ongress to be held in London in 1952.
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CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES WILL HEAR TESTIMONY JUNE 20 
ON ARMY DENTAL CORPS BILLS SPONSORED BY THE A.D.A.

Public hearings on the A .D .A .-sp on sored  b ills  ca llin g  fo r  adm in istrative re o rg a n iza ­
tion of the A rm y  Dental C orps have been scheduled for  M onday, June 20, b e fo re  A rm ed  
S erv ices  subcom m ittees of both the Senate and House of R epresentatives in W ashington. 
The Senate subcom m ittee w ill con sider S. 1205, introduced by  Senator L este r  C. Hunt (D ., 
W yo.), while the House subcom m ittee w ill con s id er an identical b ill, H. R . 2479, introduced 
by Rep. L . M endel R iv ers  (D., S .C .). D r. T. J. M cD erm ott, o f C leveland, v ice  chairm an 
o f the Council, w ill head the delegation o f A .D .A. w itnesses at the hearings. Others 
scheduled to testify  are : C ol. O. G. Skelton, a re tired  A rm y  dentists fr o m  D allas, T exas; 
Dr. W. R . A lstadt, o f L ittle R ock , A rk ., an A rm y  Dental C orps veteran  o f W orld  War II; 
Dr. R . H. F r ie d r ich , o f P la in field , N. Y ., chairm an of the A .D .A . C ouncil on F ed era l 
G overnm ent Dental C orps ; and M r. F ra n cis  J. G arvey, o f C hicago, se cre ta ry  o f the 
A .D .A . C ouncil on L eg isla tion . A lso  testify ing  Monday w ill be rep resen ta tives  o f the 
D epartm ent o f the A rm y  which recen tly  announced its opposition  to the leg is la tion  on the 
grounds that it "would tend to fix  by statute the duties and pow ers o f a p articu lar corp s  
within the A rm y ." The A .D .A . delagation w ill urge adoption o f the leg is la tion  as the only 
m eans of providing dental o ff ic e r s  the n e ce ssa ry  p ro fess ion a l con tro l of o ra l health 
m atters in the A rm y.
COMPLETE PROGRAM FOR LIBRARY CONFERENCE, JUNE 27

Eighteen dental lib ra r ie s  fr o m  thirteen states w ill be rep resen ted  at the sp ecia l 
lib ra ry  con feren ce  to be held in the A .D .A . C entral O ffice , C hicago, June 27. The p r o ­
gram  w ill feature d iscu ss ion  o f p rob lem s relating  to dental lib ra r ie s , indexing and 
nom enclature, and a join t evening m eeting with the A m erican  A ssoc ia tion  o f Dental 
S chools. Planned under the guidance o f D r . John Gurley, chairm an of the A d v isory  
Com m ittee to the Bureau of L ib ra ry  and Indexing S erv ice , the p rog ra m  w ill be p resid ed  
over by  D r. Thom as D. Speidel, m em ber o f the advisory  com m ittee , and D r. Donald 
W ashburn, d ire cto r  o f the A .D .A . lib ra ry . Although planned as a on e-d ay  sess ion , 
fa c ilit ie s  w ill be m ade available on the fo llow ing  day to a ll m em bers o f the con feren ce  
who wish to continue d iscu ssion s o f sp ec ific  p rob lem s.

UNITED MINE WORKERS INCLUDE DENTISTRY IN HEALTH PROGRAM
D entistry w ill be included in the expanded health p rogram  o f the United Mine W ork ers 

of A m erica , a ccord in g  to the rep orts  fro m  Washington. This $ 100 m illion -p lu s  p rogra m , 
which p rev iou sly  lim ited  its benefits to d isabled  and pensioner m em bers o f the UMWA, 
now has extended its m ed ica l and hospital s e rv ic e s  to all em ployed  m em b ers  of the union 
and their dependents. With 400,000 m em b ers  e lig ib le  fo r  these ben efits , la rge  num bers 
o f dentists, p h ysician s, and hospitals in the cou n try ' s 26 coa l-p rod u cin g  states w ill be 
d ire ct ly  a ffected  by  the in crea se . Under the presen t system , p re -au th oriza tion  is  d is ­
pensed with and patients m ay go d ire ct ly  to the physicians and dentists o f their ch o ice  
without having to get a UMWA ord er in advance.

DR. ALLEN NAMED DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL SERVICES
Another step in S ecretary  o f D efense L ou is Johnson 's p ro g ra m  to unify the A rm ed  

F o rce s  m ed ica l s e rv ic e s  cam e last week when D r. Raym ond B . A llen  was appointed 
d ire cto r  of m ed ica l s e rv ice s  in the National M ilitary  E stablishm ent. D r . A llen , p r e s i ­
dent, U niversity o f W ashington, Seattle, w ill have broad  authority in the "establishm ent 
and con tro l o f gen era l p o lic ie s , standards and p rogra m s fo r  the m ed ica l s e rv ic e s  o f the 
three m ilita ry  departm ents." This step is  regard ed  as sign ificant becau se  fo r  the f ir s t  
tim e in recen t y ea rs  a civ ilian  has been given actual adm in istrative authority over 
m ed ica l departm ents in the three se rv ice  bran ch es. A s one o f the orig in a l m em b ers o f 
the A rm ed  F o rce s  M edica l A d ivsory  C om m ittee and the H oover C om m ission , D r. A llen   
has been v e ry  active in the reorgan ization  fie ld . B efore  becom in g  p resid en t o f U niversity 
of W ashington he was m edica l dean at Wayne U niversity and the U niversity  o f I llin o is , 
A ccord in g  to the W ashington R eport on M edical S cien ces, D r. A llen  w ill serv e  fo r  three 
m onths, beginning July 1, and w ill be su cceeded  by Dr. R ichard  L . M eiling o f the Ohio 
State m ed ica l facu lty , who w ill act as deputy d irector  during the in terim .
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DR. GEORGE H. HILLENBRAND, OF CHICAGO, DIES

D r. G eorge H. H illenbrand, 76, veteran  C hicago dentist and father o f D r. H arold 
H illenbrand, se cre ta ry  o f the A m erican  Dental A ssocia tion , died at his hom e, 1346 W est 
G ranville A venue, C hicago, on W ednesday, June 8. D r. H illenbrand was graduated fr o m  
N orthw estern  U niversity  Dental School in 1898 and had p ra cticed  dentistry  in C hicago fo r  
50 y e a rs . In addition to Dr. H arold H illenbrand, su rv ivors  include five  sons and three 
daughters. F un eral s e rv ice s  w ere conducted Saturday at St. M a ry 's  Church in Evanston.

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE AWARDS HONORARY 
DEGREE TO DR. CLYDE MINGES, A.D.A. PRESIDENT

D r. Clyde E . M inges, of R ocky Mount, N .C ., A .D .A . presid en t, was aw arded the 
hon orary  d egree  of L L .D . fro m  the U niversity of L ou isv ille  at its annual spring co m ­
m encem ent e x e r c is e s  June 13. The cerem on ies  m arked the con clu sion  o f the s ch o o l's  
151st y e a r . The d egree  was con ferred  by D r. John W. T a y lor , president o f the U niversity, 
who read  the fo llow in g  citation: "Clyde E. M inges, dentist, adm in istrator, distinguished 
alumnus of the U niversity of L ou isv ille , o ff ice r  o f num erous state, national and p r o fe s ­
sional organ iza tion s, le ctu rer , public health o ffic ia l, consultant to the Surgeon G eneral of 
the United States A rm y, recip ien t o f m any honors and aw ards, fe llow  of the A m erican  
C ollege  o f D entists, fe llow  of the International C ollege  o f D entists, now presid en t o f the 
A m erican  Dental A sso c ia tio n ." D r. M inges was graduated fr o m  the dental sch oo l o f the 
U niversity  o f L ou isv ille  in 1919.

MINNESOTA EDUCATOR JOINS A.D.A. STAFF
D r. W illiam  H. W aite, o f M oor head, M inn., has been nam ed assistant se cre ta ry  o f the 

A .D .A . C ouncil on Dental Education. His appointment was e ffective  June 15. He cam e to 
the A .D .A . fr o m  the State T ea ch ers ' C ollege  at M oor head, M inn., where he was adm in is­
trative  dean and later head o f the Departm ent o f Education. D r. Waite is  a graduate of 
the U niversity  o f Saskatchewan, and re ce iv e d  his m a s te r ' s d egree  at the U niversity of 
M anitoba. In 1940 he re ce iv ed  his Ph. D. in educational p sych o logy  fro m  the U niversity 
of C hicago. P r io r  to his appointm ent at M oorhead, Dr. Waite was on the staff o f the 
M ilwaukee State T e a ch ers ' C o llege . He has a lso  served  as head of the Departm ent of 
E ducation o f the U niversity o f Omaha and d irector  o f  cu rricu lu m  fo r  the Omaha public 
sch oo ls .

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
Am ong the lea d ers  o f the dental p ro fe ss io n  who testified  in C ongress last week on 

fed era l aid fo r  dental education w ere  D r. R u sse ll W. Bunting, dean of the U niversity of 
M ichigan School o f D entistry; D r . J. Ben R obinson, dean of the Dental School o f the 
U niversity o f M aryland; and Dr. B as il G. B ibby, d ire cto r  o f the Eastm an Dental D ispen­
sary  and re se a rch e r  in the fie ld  o f ca r ie s  prevention . . . . The new executive o ffice r  in the 
A rm y  Surgeon G en era l's  o ffice  is  a Dental C orps man, C ol. Jam es M. E pperly . He is  the 
f ir s t  dentist to hold such a p osition . . . . The Navy D epartm ent is now offering  c iv ilian  
dentists on e -y ea r c iv il  se rv ice  con tracts to treat natives o f the islands of the United 
States tru st te rr ito ry  in the P a c ific  area . The positions pay $6 ,127.50  a year, and ap­
plicants m ust pass a physica l exam ination equivalent to that fo r  the A rm ed F o r c e s . . . .  
D r. O ren A . O liver, o f N ashville, Tenn., a fo rm er  p resid en t o f the A m erican  B oard  of 
O rth odontists, re ce iv e d  an honorary degree  of D octor of Laws fr o m  E m ory  U niversity on 
June 3 . . . . The A m erican  Dental H ygien ists ' A ssocia tion  has arranged fo r  a sp ecia l train  
fo llow in g  a scen ic  route to and fro m  the A .D .A . Annual S ess ion . . . . D r . C lifton O. Dummett, 
dean o f the School o f D entistry at M eharry M edical C ollege , has been appointed ch ie f of 
the dental se rv ice  at the Tuskegee, A la ., V eterans A dm inistration  hospita l. . . .R ear A dm . 
C. V. Rault, ch ie f o f the Navy Dental D ivision , who is a m em ber of the c la ss  of 1918 at 
L oyola  (New O rleans) U niversity C ollege o f D entistry, d e livered  the com m encem ent 
add ress  at that sch oo l on May 31. . . .B y a vote of 18 to 16, m em b ers  of the C aliforn ia  
Senate re fu sed  to take the com p u lsory  health insurance b ill, backed by G overnor W arren, 
out of com m ittee . The com m ittee had voted to table the b ill. The action has killed  the 
m easu re fo r  this sess ion  of the C aliforn ia  leg ilsature, a ccord in g  to p o litica l ob se rv e rs .
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