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PLAN N O W  TO ATTEND THE 90th A. D. A. SESSION 
SAN FRANCISCO - Oct. 17 to 20

ada News Letter

V ol. 2, No. 11, June 1, 1949

A.D.A. REPRESENTATIVE TESTIFIES AGAINST COMPULSORY 
HEALTH INSURANCE BEFORE SENATE AND HOUSE COMMITTEES

O ffic ia l  o p p o s itio n  of th e  A m e r ic a n  D en ta l A s s o c ia t io n  to  th e  a d m in i s t r a t io n ' s new  c o m ­
p u ls o r y  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  b i l l s  now b e fo re  C o n g re s s  w as p r e s e n te d  b y  D r . C a r l  O. F la g s ta d ,  of 
M in n eap o lis ,  c h a i rm a n  of th e  A .D .A . C o u n c il on L e g is la t io n ,  in  a p p e a r a n c e s  b e f o r e  c o m m it ­
t e e s  of b o th  th e  H ouse and  S en a te  in  W ash ing ton  l a s t  W ed n esd ay  (M ay 25). In  a  d e ta i le d  s t a t e ­
m e n t ,  D r .  F la g s ta d  p o in ted  o u t th a t  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r i ty  of th e  n a t io n 's  p r a c t ic in g  d e n ­
t i s t s  i s  opposed  to  e n a c tm e n t  of a  n a t io n a l  s y s te m  of c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u r a n c e  b e c a u s e  
s u c h  a s c h e m e  w ould r e s u l t  in  a d e te r io r a t io n  of d e n ta l  h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  p e o p le .  On th e  
s a m e  d ay  th a t  D r. F la g s ta d  m a d e  h is  o f f ic ia l  a p p e a ra n c e  in  th e  C ap ito l,  S e n a to r  S c o tt  W . L u c a s  
(D ., I l l .), the  m a jo r i ty  l e a d e r ,  announced  th a t  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  h a s  d e c id e d  to  p o s tp o n e  f o r ­
m a l  c o n s id e ra t io n  of P r e s id e n t  T r u m a n 's  h e a l th  p r o g r a m  u n ti l  1950. Sen. L u c a s  an n o u n ced , 
fo llo w in g  a  W hite H ouse c o n fe re n c e ,  th a t  th e  r e m a in in g  m o n th s  of th e  p r e s e n t  s e s s io n  of C on­
g r e s s  w ould b e  d ev o ted  to  c o n s id e r a t io n  of o th e r  a d m in is t r a t io n  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  r e p e a l  of 
T a f t -H a r t le y ,  r a t i f i c a t io n  o f, th e  A tla n tic  P a c t  and  e n a c tm e n t of h o u s in g  and  o th e r  w e lfa re  
le g is la t io n .  L e a d e r s  of b o th  H o u se s  of C o n g re s s  h ave  an n ounced  th a t  th e y  e x p e c t  th e  c u r r e n t  
s e s s io n  to  be  a d jo u rn e d  s o m e t im e  in  A u g u st. B o th  Sen. L u c a s  and  H ouse M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r  
M c C o rm a c k  (D., M a s s .) ,  h o w ev e r , have w a rn e d  th a t  th e  s e s s io n  m a y  be e x te n d e d  to  c o v e r  
m a jo r  p a r t s  of th e  T ru m a n  p r o g r a m .  Sen L u c a s ,  in  a l e t t e r  to  CIO P r e s id e n t  P h i l ip  M u r ra y  
y e s te r d a y ,  s a id  th a t  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  w ill " try  a g a in  to  o b ta in  ac tio n "  on th e  c iv i l  r ig h t s  b i l l s  
a s  w e ll a s  o th e r  p a r t s  of th e  a d m in is t r a t io n 's  s o c ia l  w e lfa re  p r o g r a m  now  on th e  d o ub tfu l l i s t  
f o r  th i s  s e s s io n .  D e sp ite  th e  d e c is io n  to  p o s tp o n e  c o n s id e ra t io n  of c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  
b i l l s  u n ti l  1950, th e r e  w as  no le s s e n in g  of W hite H ouse  p r e s s u r e  fo r  e v e n tu a l  e n a c tm e n t  of th e  
b i l l s .  I t  is  g e n e ra l ly  a g re e d  b y  W ash ing ton  o b s e r v e r s  th a t  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u r a n c e  w ill 
b e  a m a jo r  cam p a ig n  is s u e  of a d m in is t r a t io n  f o r c e s  n e x t y e a r .

TWO NEW COUNTER-M EASURES  
PROPOSED BY G .O .P . MEMBERS

C o n g re s s io n a l  h o p p e r s ,  a l r e a d y  b u lg in g  w ith  
v a r io u s  h e a l th  m e a s u r e s ,  w e re  s w e lle d  f u r th e r  
l a s t  w eek  w hen tw o new  b i l l s  w e re  in t ro d u c e d  b y  

R e p u b lic a n  c o n g re s s m e n  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  f o r e s t a l l  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e .  R ep . A . L . 
M il le r  (N eb.) in tro d u c e d  a  b i l l  (H .R . 4874) to  c r e a t e  a  M e d ic a l C a re  In v e s t ig a t io n  C o m m is s io n  
w h ich  w ould  be  a u th o r iz e d  to  co n d u c t an  1 8 -m o n th  s tu d y  of h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
and  E n g lan d . A g ro u p  of n in e  G .O .P . R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  and  S e n a to rs  -  -  S e n a to rs  Iv e s  (N. Y.) 
an d  F la n d e r s  (V t.) and  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  N ixon (C a lif .) ,  C ase  (N. J .) ,  F u l to n  (P a .) ,  H a le  (M e.), 
H e r t e r  (M a ss .) ,  J a v i t s  (N. Y.) and M o rto n  (Ky.) - -  in tro d u c e d  a  new  m e a s u r e  c a l l in g  fo r  a 
v o lu n ta ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  s y s te m  to  ex ten d  h e a l th  c a r e  to  a l l  s e g m e n ts  of th e  p o p u la tio n . The 
s p o n s o r s  s a id  th e i r  b i l l  w ould  "avoid th e  e r r o r s  of s ta te  s o c ia l is m ,"  and  w ould  p ro v id e  th e  
s a m e  h e a l th  c a r e  to  th e  p o o r  and  th e  w e l l - to -d o  a t  a c o s t  s c a le d  to  in d iv id u a l in c o m e . The
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p la n  w ould  b e  v o lu n ta ry  f o r  h e a l th  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  h o s p i ta ls  and  in d iv id u a ls  a l ik e .  I t  w ould  be  
s u p p o r te d  b y  c o n tr ib u t io n s  b a s e d  on a  p e r c e n ta g e  of th e  in d iv id u a l 's  in c o m e  ra n g in g  f r o m  a 
m in im u m  of 3 p e r  c e n t  of in c o m e  up to  $5 ,000  a n n u a lly  to  a  m a x im u m  p e rc e n ta g e  to  b e  d e t e r ­
m in e d  b y  s ta t e  o r  lo c a l  g ro u p s .  To p a r t i c ip a te  in  th e  p ro p o s e d  p la n , e a c h  s ta te  w ould  h av e  to  
p a s s  a  la w  a u th o r iz in g  s ta te  o f f ic ia ls  to  e s ta b l i s h  s ta te  h e a l th  c o u n c i ls  w h ich  w ould  b e  in  g en ­
e r a l  c o n t ro l  of th e  p r o g r a m .  The b i l l  p ro v id e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  s ta t e s  m a y  be  d iv id ed  in to  
r e g io n s  w ith  c o n t ro l  of th e  h e a l th  p r o g r a m  v e s te d  in  lo c a l  b o a r d s .  S ta te  and  f e d e r a l  a id  w ould 
b e  a v a i la b le  to  m a k e  up th e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  c o s ts  and  to t a l  c o n tr ib u tio n s  f r o m  s u b s c r ib e r s .  
In  a d d itio n , th e  n ew  b i l l  p ro p o s e s ,  a s  d o es  th e  p r e s e n t  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u r a n c e  p la n , to  
p ro v id e  f e d e r a l  a id  f o r  d e n ta l  and  m e d ic a l  s c h o o ls ,  g r a n ts  f o r  h o s p i ta l  c o n s t ru c t io n  and  in ­
c r e a s e d  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  to  lo c a l  p u b lic  h e a l th  u n i t s .  C o s t  of th e  p la n  
fo r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  e s t im a te d  a t  $ 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . In  fo u r  y e a r s ,  i t  w a s  e s t im a te d ,  th e  p la n  
w ou ld  c o s t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  ab o u t $ 8 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a n n u a lly .  The k ey  p o in t in  th e  new  p la n , a c ­
c o rd in g  to  th e  s p o n s o r s ,  i s  th a t  i t  w ould  avo id  f l a t - r a t e  p r e m iu m s  th a t  have  m a d e  p r e s e n t  p la n s  
to o  e x p e n s iv e  fo r  lo w - in c o m e  f a m i l i e s .  "T h is  le g is la t io n ,"  th e y  sa id ,  " c o n te m p la te s  h u n d re d s  
of s u c h  n o n -p ro f i t  v o lu n ta ry  p la n s ,  e a c h  lo c a l ly  o rg a n iz e d  and  o p e ra te d .  I t  w ill  u s e  e x is t in g  
p la n s ,  e n a b le  th e m  to  ex pand  and  o pen  th e  w ay fo r  new  p la n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try ."

HEARINGS ON HEALTH BILLS  
TO CONTINUE THROUGH JUNE

W h eth er th e  l a t e s t  h e a l th  b i l l s  w ill  b e  sc h e d u le d  
fo r  h e a r in g  by  th e  S ena te  and  H ouse c o m m it te e s  
cou ld  n o t b e  le a r n e d  im m e d ia te ly .  The S enate  

s u b c o m m itte e  on  h e a l th ,  h e a d e d  b y  Sen. M u r ra y  (D . , M ont.), w as  sc h e d u le d  to  co n tin u e  h e a r ­
in g s  f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  on th e  a d m in is t r a t io n 's  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  b i l l  (S. 1679), the  
T a f t -S m ith  b i l l  (S. 1581) w h ich  s t r e s s e s  th e  u s e  of f e d e r a l  an d  s ta te  funds  to  p ro v id e  c a r e  fo r  
th e  in d ig e n t, th e  H il l  b i l l  (S. 1456) w h ich  p ro p o s e s  s u b s id ie s  fo r  v o lu n ta ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  
p la n s ,  an d  a  n u m b e r  of o th e r  m e a s u r e s .  T he  H ouse  s u b c o m m itte e  on h e a l th ,  h e a d e d  b y  R ep . 
P r i e s t  (D ., T en n .) , w il l  r e s u m e  h e a r in g s  on c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  on June 7. W it­
n e s s e s  sc h e d u le d  to  b e  h e a r d  b y  th e  M u r r a y  c o m m it te e  th i s  w eek  in c lu d e  D r . P a u l  R . H aw ley , 
c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f f ic e r  of B lue  C r o s s  and  B lue  S h ie ld , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of th e  C a th o lic  H o sp i­
t a l  A s s o c ia t io n  an d  th e  A m e r ic a n  P r o t e s t a n t  H o sp ita l  A s s o c ia t io n  and  s p o k e s m e n  fo r  v a r io u s  
la b o r  g ro u p s .  W itn e s s e s  sc h e d u le d  fo r  a p p e a ra n c e  b e fo re  th e  H ouse  s u b c o m m itte e  on  June  7 
and  8 in c lu d e  a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  N a tio n a l D en ta l A s s o c ia t io n .

DR. FLAGSTAD ASKS CONGRESS 
TO SUPPORT A .D .A . PROGRAM

In  id e n t ic a l  s ta te m e n ts  p r e s e n te d  b e fo re  th e  
H ouse  and  S en a te  s u b c o m m itte e s ,  D r .  F la g s ta d  
u rg e d  C o n g re s s  to  d i s c a r d  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in ­

s u ra n c e  s c h e m e s  in  f a v o r  of th e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  p r o g r a m  c a l l in g  fo r  ex p an d ed  r e s e a r c h  in  an  
e f f o r t  to  d is c o v e r  new  m e a n s  of p re v e n t in g  and  c o n tro l l in g  d e n ta l  d i s e a s e .  He a ls o  u rg e d  su p ­
p o r t  of p r o g r a m s  d e s ig n e d  to  in te n s ify  d e n ta l  h e a l th  e d u c a tio n  fo r  b o th  c h i ld r e n  an d  a d u l ts  and  
th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of c o m m u n ity  p r o g r a m s  to  m a k e  d e n ta l  c a r e  a v a i la b le  to  a l l  c h i ld re n .  D r .  
F la g s ta d  s a id  th a t  th e  A .D .A . long h a s  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  th e r e  a r e  "c e r t a in  w e a k n e s s e s  in  th e  
d is t r ib u t io n  of o u r  d e n ta l  h e a l th  s e r v ic e s "  and  r e m in d e d  th e  c o m m it te e s  th a t  the  A .D .A . h a s  
r e p e a te d ly  a p p e a re d  b e fo re  C o n g re s s  to  s o l ic i t  e n a c tm e n t  of sound  le g is la t io n  w hich  w ould 
h e lp  m e e t  th e  n a t io n 's  d e n ta l  h e a l th  p ro b le m s .  He s a id  th a t  d e n t is ts  a r e  p a r t i c u la r ly  o p posed  
to  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  w ould  te n d  to  s h i f t  e m p h a s is  aw ay  f r o m  p re v e n t iv e  
p r o c e d u r e s  to  a  m a s s  r e p a i r  p r o g r a m  and  th u s  f a i l  to  b r in g  a b o u t any  im p ro v e m e n t  in  th e  
n a t io n ' s  d e n ta l  h e a l th .  The A .D .A . s p o k e s m a n  p o in ted  o u t th a t  so m e  g o v e rn m e n t o f f ic ia ls  have 
le d  m a n y  p eo p le  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  a  n a t io n a l  s y s te m  of c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  f in a n c e d  by  
p a y r o l l  ta x e s  w ould  b e  "a p a n a c e a  f o r  the  d if f ic u l t ie s  of th e  c a r e  and  e x p e n s e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
i l l n e s s . . . . I t  i s  a  f a l l a c y  to  a s s u m e  th e  c o l le c t io n  of m o n e y  a t  th e  f e d e r a l  le v e l  and  ch a n n e lin g  
i t  in to  h e a l th  c a r e  w ill  m a k e  a v a i la b le  a d eq u a te  h e a l th  s e r v ic e  to  e v e ry o n e  and  g u a ra n te e  a  
b e t t e r  le v e l  of h e a l th  fo r  o u r p eo p le  th a n  now  e x i s t s .  If  th e  C o n g re s s  sh o u ld  e n a c t  th i s  b i l l ,  
i t  w il l  sa d d le  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  w ith  a  g ig a n tic  t a s k  i t  c a n n o t p o s s ib ly  d is c h a rg e  in  the m a n n e r  
th e  p e o p le  have  b e e n  le d  to  b e l ie v e  h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  w ill be  a v a i la b le  u n d e r  th is  p ro p o s e d  
le g is la t io n ."  D r . F la g s ta d  a ls o  p o in ted  ou t th e  f a l la c y  of d e s c r ib in g  th e  p la n  a s  in s u ra n c e .  
"The p r o p o s a l s  c a n n o t b e  c a r r i e d  ou t a s  sound in s u ra n c e  p r a c t i c e , "  he  s a id .  " In su ra n c e  is  a  
m e th o d  fo r  p ro v id in g  p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  lo s s  o r  a  d am a g in g  e v e n t b y  s p re a d in g  r i s k s  am ong  a 
l a r g e  n u m b e r  of p o te n t ia l  c la im a n ts .  The funds c o l le c te d  f r o m  in s u re d  p e r s o n s  a r e  u s e d  to  
p ay  in s u r a n c e  c l a im s ,  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c o s ts  and, in  c a s e  of c o m m e r c ia l  a g e n c ie s ,  d iv id e n d s . 
In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  a  f in a n c ia l ly  sound in s u ra n c e  p la n  i s  b a s e d  on know n a c tu a r i a l  e x p e r ie n c e ;  i t
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i s  s e l f - s u p p o r t in g  th ro u g h  th e  c o l le c t io n  of p r e m iu m s ,  and i t  g u a ra n te e s  s t ip u la te d  b e n e f i t s . . . .  
T he sc h e m e  w ould  n o t b e  s e l f - s u p p o r t in g ,  n o r  w ould i t  a s s u r e  th e  p r o v is io n  of b e n e f i ts  to  a l l  
p e r s o n s  c o v e re d  u n d e r  th e  p la n . T h u s  th e  s y s te m  is  n o t in s u ra n c e ,  b u t  a c tu a l ly  i s  o n ly  a  
m e th o d  fo r  c o l le c t in g  a d d it io n a l  ta x e s ."

SEN. MURRAY COMMENDS 
6 POINT A .D .A . PROGRAM

A  s ix -p o in t  p r o g r a m  e n u n c ia te d  b y  D r . F la g s ta d  
a s  th e  b a s i s  fo r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of a  sound  d e n ­
t a l  h e a l th  p r o g r a m  f o r  th e  A m e r ic a n  p eo p le  w as 

p r a i s e d  b y  S e n a to r  M u r ra y  in  a  b r i e f  q u e s tio n in g  of D r . F la g s ta d  d u r in g  th e  S en a te  h e a r in g .  
T h is  p r o g r a m  c a l l s  fo r :  1- E x p a n s io n  of d e n ta l  r e s e a r c h  and th e  u s e  of new  p re v e n t iv e  
te c h n ic s  a s  soon  a s  th e y  a r e  d e m o n s t r a te d  to  b e  v a l id ;  2 - E s ta b l i s h m e n t  and  e x p a n s io n  of 
c o m m u n ity  d e n ta l  p r o g r a m s  to  m a k e  d e n ta l  c a r e  and  d e n ta l  h e a l th  e d u c a tio n  a v a i la b le  to  e v e r y  
ch ild ; 3 - E s ta b l i s h m e n t  of ad d itio n a l d e n ta l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  h o s p i ta ls  and  h e a l th  c e n t e r s ;  4 - R e -  
c r u i tm e n t  of c a p a c i ty  e n ro l lm e n ts  a t  a l l  d e n ta l  s c h o o ls  to  in c r e a s e  th e  n u m b e r  of d e n t is ts ;  
5 -A d o p tio n  of m e a s u r e s  to  e n c o u ra g e  m o r e  d e n t i s t s  to  p r a c t ic e  in  s m a l l e r  c i t i e s  and  r u r a l  
a r e a s ;  and  6 - G r e a te r  u s e  of d e n ta l  h y g ie n is ts  a s  a u x i l ia ry  a id s  to  th e  p r o f e s s io n .

SECOND STATE SECRETARIES MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 
WILL BE HELD AT A.D.A. HEADQUARTERS ON JUNE 13-15

M o re  th a n  25 s ta te  d e n ta l  s o c i t i e s  w ill  b e  r e p r e s e n te d  a t  th e  S econd S ta te  S e c r e t a r i e s '  
M an a g e m e n t C o n fe re n c e  w hich  w ill b e  h e ld  a t  th e  A .D .A . C e n t r a l  O ffice  on Ju n e  13, 14 and  15. 
The th r e e - d a y  p r o g r a m  w ill be  d ev o ted  to  a c o n s id e ra t io n  of d e n ta l  p u b lic  r e l a t io n s  w ith  e m ­
p h a s is  on the  c u r r e n t  in fo rm a tio n  p r o g r a m  of th e  A s s o c ia t io n  d e s ig n e d  to  a c q u a in t  th e  p u b lic  
w ith  th e  b a s ic  i s s u e s  in vo lved  in  c o m p u ls o ry  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  p r o p o s a ls .  Two p u b lic  r e l a ­
t io n s  a u th o r i t i e s  - -  M r .  L a r s  C a r ls o n ,  d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of th e  O il I n d u s try  In fo rm a tio n  
C o m m itte e ,  an d  M r. K enneth  J . W ard , v ic e  p r e s id e n t  of J .  W a lte r  T h o m p so n  C o m pany  - -  w ill 
s p e a k  a t  th e  o p en ing  s e s s io n s  of th e  c o n fe re n c e .  O th e rs  who w ill  a p p e a r  on th e  p r o g r a m  w ill 
in c lu d e  M r. L . T . M aloney , of B o s to n , la y  a s s i s t a n t  to  th e  p r e s id e n t  of th e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
D en ta l S ocie ty ; M r . J a m e s  R o b in so n  of L o s  A n g e le s ,  e x e c u tiv e  s e c r e t a r y  of th e  S o u th e rn  
C a l ifo rn ia  S ta te  D en ta l A ss o c ia t io n ;  D r .  C h a r le s  A. W ilk ie , of B ro o k ly n , s e c r e t a r y  of th e  
D en ta l S o c ie ty  of th e  S ta te  of New Y ork ; M r. T . T . M cL ean , of N a s h v il le ,  e x e c u tiv e  s e c r e t a r y  
of th e  T e n n e s s e e  S ta te  D en ta l A s s o c ia t io n ;  D r .  C a r l  V. E . C a s s e l ,  of St. P a u l ,  s e c r e t a r y  of 
th e  M in n eso ta  S ta te  D en ta l A s s o c ia t io n ;  D r. John  G. C a r r ,  of C am d en , s e c r e t a r y  of th e  New 
J e r s e y  S ta te  D e n ta l S oc ie ty ; M r. R ay  C obaugh , of H a r r i s b u r g ,  e x e c u tiv e  s e c r e t a r y  of th e  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  S ta te  D en ta l S ocie ty ; M r. E d g a r  T . S tep h e n s , of C h icago , p r o g r a m  d i r e c to r  of 
th e  C h icago  D en ta l S oc ie ty ; D r . C h a r le s  H. J a m ie s o n ,  of D e tro it ,  c h a i r m a n  of th e  A d v is o ry  
C o m m itte e  to  th e  A .D .A . B u re a u  of P u b lic  In fo rm a tio n ;  and s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  of th e  A .D .A . 
C e n t r a l  O ffice  s ta f f .  D r .  L .  M. C ru tte n d e n , A .D .A . a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y ,  w ill  p r e s id e .

ARMY ANNOUNCES OPPOSITION TO A.D.A. - SPONSORED BILLS 
CALLING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN DENTAL CORPS

The D e p a r tm e n t  of th e  A rm y  w ill  op p o se  e n a c tm e n t  of le g is la t io n  s p o n s o re d  b y  th e  A .D .A . 
to  p ro v id e  fo r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  of th e  A rm y  D en ta l C o rp s ,  i t  w as r e v e a le d  r e ­
c e n t ly  by  G o rd o n  G ra y , a c tin g  S e c r e t a r y  of th e  A rm y . In  a l e t t e r  to  S e n a to r  T y d in g s  (D ., Md.), 
c h a i rm a n  of th e  S en a te  A rm e d  S e rv ic e s  C o m m itte e ,  M r . G ray  s a id  th a t  th e  A r m y  is  o p p o sed  
to  th e  le g is la t io n  on th e  g ro u n d s  th a t  i t  "would te n d  to  f ix  by  s ta tu te  th e  d u t ie s  an d  p o w e rs  of a 
p a r t i c u la r  c o r p s  w ith in  th e  A rm y ."  M r. G ra y  s a id  th a t  su ch  a  te n d e n c y  is  " c o n tr a ry  to  th e  
re c o m m e n d a t io n  of th e  H oover C o m m is s io n ."  Two id e n t ic a l  b i l l s  p ro p o s in g  th a t  d e n t i l  o ff i­
c e r s  be  g ra n te d  a  p a r i t y  of a d m in is t r a t io n  w ith  m e d ic a l  o f f ic e r s  a r e  p end ing  in  C o n g re s s .  
T hey  a re :  S. 1205, in tro d u c e d  b y  S en a to r  H unt (D ., W yo.) and H. R . 2479, in t ro d u c e d  b y  R ep . 
R iv e r s  (D., S. C .) . The b i l l s  w ould  p ro v id e  th a t  th e  h e a d  of th e  A rm y  D en ta l C o rp s  b e  an  a s ­
s i s t a n t  s u rg e o n  g e n e r a l  and  th a t  d e n ta l  o f f ic e r s  w ould  b e  g iven  c o n t ro l  of a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a ­
tiv e  to  th e  d e n ta l  h e a l th  of A rm y  p e r s o n n e l .  H e a r in g s  on th e  b i l l s  a r e  s c h e d u le d  f o r  m id -  
Ju n e . P o in tin g  o u t th a t  th e  le g is la t io n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r e v e n t  a  r e c u r r e n c e  of a d m in is t r a t iv e  
in ju s t ic e s  w h ich  h a m p e re d  d en ta l  o f f ic e r s  d u r in g  W o rld  W ar II, A .D .A . o f f ic ia ls  s a id  th e y  
w ould  con tinue  to  p r e s s  fo r  p a s s a g e  of th e  le g is la t io n  d e s p ite  th e  o ff ic ia l  o p p o s it io n  of th e  
A rm y . S e v e ra l  w e e k s  ago , A rm y  S u rg eo n  G e n e ra l  B l i s s  in fo rm e d  A .D .A . o f f ic ia ls  th a t  he 
had  no p e r s o n a l  o b je c tio n  to  th e  le g is la t io n .
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COUNCIL ON FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DENTAL CORPS 
WILL HOLD OPEN MEETING IN CHICAGO JUNE 16-17

P r o b le m s  r e la t in g  to  the  v a r io u s  d e n ta l  c o rp s  of th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t w il l  b e  c o n ­
s id e r e d  a t  a  m e e t in g  of th e  A .D .A . C o u n c il on F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t D en ta l C o rp s  to  b e  h e ld  a t  
th e  A .D .A . C e n t r a l  O ffice  on June  16, 17 and  18. The f i r s t  tw o d a y s  of th e  m e e tin g  w ill be  
open  to  any  in t e r e s t e d  in d iv id u a l, a c c o rd in g  to  D r. R .  H. F r i e d r i c h ,  of P la in f ie ld ,  N. Y ., 
c o u n c i l  c h a i r m a n .  S e s s io n s  on T h u rs d a y ,  Ju n e  16, w il l  be  d ev o ted  to  c o n s id e ra t io n  of th e  f o r ­
m u la t io n  of a s ta n d a rd  p o lic y  fo r  th e  fu n c tio n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  d e n t i s t r y  and  m e d ic in e  
in  th e  f e d e r a l  c o r p s .  F r id a y 's  s e s s io n  w ill  c o n s id e r  p ro b le m s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the  d e n ta l  
p r o g r a m  of th e  V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n .  O th e r  A .D .A . a g e n c ie s  h av e  's c h e d u le d  m e e tin g s  in  
C h icag o  a s  fo llo w s: C ounc il on R e l ie f ,  June  20; C o u n c il on H o sp ita l  D en ta l S e rv ic e ,  June 29; 
A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  to  th e  B u re a u  of L i b r a r y  and  Index ing  S e rv ic e ,  June  27; C o u n c il on D en ­
ta l  E d u c a tio n , June  30 to  Ju ly  3; C o u n c il on D en ta l H e a lth , J u ly  9 to  11; and  C o u n c il on D en­
t a l  T ra d e  and  L a b o r a to r y  R e la t io n s ,  J u ly  17 and  18.

DR. G. WALTER DITTMAR, PAST A.D.A. PRESIDENT, DIES

D r .  G. W a lte r  D i t tm a r ,  who w as  p r e s id e n t  of th e  A .D .A . in  1932-1933 , d ied  a t  h is  h o m e in  
C h icag o  on  M ay 18. He w as 77 y e a r s  of a g e . D r . D i t tm a r  w as  g ra d u a te d  f r o m  N o r th w e s te rn  
U n iv e r s i ty  d e n ta l  s c h o o l in  1898 and  h ad  ta k e n  an  a c t iv e  r o le  in  o rg a n iz e d  d e n t i s t r y  fo r  m o re  
th a n  h a lf  a  c e n tu ry .  In 1900 he s e r v e d  a s  a  d e le g a te  a t  th e  T h i rd  In te rn a t io n a l  D en ta l C on­
g r e s s  in  P a r i s .  He w as p r e s id e n t  of th e  C h icag o  D en ta l S o c ie ty  in  1911 and  w as  p r e s id e n t  of 
th e  I l l in o is  S ta te  D en ta l S o c ie ty  in  1920. He w as  h o n o ra ry  c h a i r m a n  of th e  89 th  A .D .A . a n n u a l 
s e s s io n  h e ld  in  C h icag o  la s t  S e p te m b e r .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  D r . D it tm a r  w as  a  p r o f e s s o r  of 
p r o s th e t ic  d e n t i s t r y  a t  the  U n iv e rs i ty  of I l l in o is .  He i s  s u rv iv e d  b y  h is  w idow , A g n e s , and  th r e e  
c h i ld r e n ,  tw o d a u g h te r s  and a  son , D r . G. W a lte r ,  J r . ,  who i s  a  p r a c t ic in g  d e n t is t  in  C h icag o .

RECORD NUMBER OF EXHIBITS BOOKED FOR 90th A.D.A. 
SESSION TO BE HELD AT SAN FRANCISCO ON OCT. 17 TO 20

The l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of c o m m e r c ia l  e x h ib its  in  th e  h i s to r y  of th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w ill  b e  on 
d is p la y  a t  th e  90 th  an n u a l A .D .A . s e s s io n  to  be  h e ld  a t  San F r a n c i s c o  on O ct. 17 to  20. R e s e r ­
v a t io n s  fo r  e x h ib it  sp a c e  a l r e a d y  a r e  in  e x c e s s  of th o s e  a t  th e  B o s to n  and  C h icago  an n u a l 
s e s s io n s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  M r. John J . H o l l i s t e r ,  A .D .A . b u s in e s s  m a n a g e r .  S c ie n tif ic  and  h e a l th  
e x h ib i ts  a r e  a l s o  e x p e c te d  to  s e t  a  new  r e c o r d  a t  th e  San F r a n c i s c o  m e e tin g .  A dvance  h o te l 
r e s e r v a t io n s  f o r  th e  m e e tin g  a r e  now  b e in g  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  A .D .A . H ousing  B u re a u ,  200 C iv ic  
A u d ito r iu m , San F r a n c is c o .  F o r m s  fo r  m a k in g  a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  h o u s in g  a c c o m m o d a tio n s  a r e  
p u b lish e d  on p a g e s  A -3 6  and A -37  in  th e  June  is s u e  of TH E JOU RN AL O F THE A M ER IC A N  
D EN TA L ASSOCIATION.

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS

A r e c e n t  s u rv e y  co n d u c ted  by  th e  A .D .A . C o u n c il on D en ta l E d u c a tio n  r e v e a l s  th a t  r e c e n t  
d e n ta l  g r a d u a te s  a r e  p a s s in g  s ta te  b o a r d  e x a m in a t io n s  m u c h  m o r e  e a s i ly  th a n  a r e  g ra d u a te s  
of e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  In  1947, th e  s u rv e y  r e v e a le d ,  90 p e r  c e n t  of th e  new  d e n ta l  g r a d u a te s  p a s s e d  
s ta te  b o a r d s  w h e re a s  on ly  69 p e r  c e n t  of th o s e  who w e re  g ra d u a te d  in  th e  p e r io d  f r o m  1927 to  
1946 w e re  p a s s e d . . . . R aym ond  B . A llen , p r e s id e n t  of th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of W ash ing ton , h a s  b e e n  
o f fe re d  th e  p o s t  of d i r e c to r  of new  M e d ic a l S e rv ic e s  D iv is io n  of th e  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  W ash in g to n  R e p o r t  On th e  M e d ic a l S c ie n c e s .  The d iv is io n  w as  c r e a te d  in  m id -M a y  by  
D e fe n se  S e c r e t a r y  L o u is  Jo h n so n  fo r  o v e r - a l l  c o n t ro l  of th e  h e a l th  c o r p s  of th e  A rm y , N avy 
and  A ir  F o r c e . . . . D r .  C lif to n  O. D u m m e tt,  p r o f e s s o r  of d e n t i s t r y  and  d e a n  of th e  School of 
D e n t i s t r y  a t  M e h a r ry  M ed ica l C o lleg e , N a s h v il le ,  h a s  b e e n  a p p o in te d  c h ie f  of th e  d e n ta l  s e r ­
v ic e  a t  th e  T u sk e g e e  (A la.) V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  h o s p ita l .  D r . D u m m e tt 's  ap p o in tm e n t 
w il l  b e  e f fe c t iv e  A u g u st 1 . . . .The A m e r ic a n  D en ta l H y g ie n is t s ' A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  M a s s a ­
c h u s e t t s  D en ta l S o c ie ty  a r e  am ong  g ro u p s  w h ich  r e c e n t ly  h av e  p a s s e d  r e s o lu t io n s  opposing  
e n a c tm e n t  of c o m p u ls o ry  h e a lth  in s u ra n c e  le g is la t io n . . . . A p p ro x im a te ly  1,200 d e n ta l and  m e d i­
c a l  s tu d e n ts  w il l  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  s u m m e r  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m  of th e  R .O . T .C . . . .D r . H en ry  S. 
D unning, p r o f e s s o r  e m e r i tu s  of d e n t i s t r y  a t  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs i ty ,  w as  h o n o re d  M ay 20 by  th e  
S chool of D en ta l and  O ra l  S u rg e ry  w ith  a  s p e c ia l  p laq u e  d e d ic a te d  in  h is  h o n o r .
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